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ADVERT  ISEMENT. 


THERE  is,  perhaps,  no  country- 
dependent  on  the  Britifli  Crown, 
which  Englifhmen  know  lefs  of  than 
Ireland ;  and  yet  it  may  fafely  be 
affirmed,  there  is  none  which  has  a 
fairer  and  a  ftronger  claim  to  their 
attention « 

If  civilization  has  not  there  been 
carried  to  that  degree  of  perfc(9:ion, 
which  it  has  attained  in  England;— 
if  commerce  does  not  flourifh ; — ^if 
manufactures  do  not  thrive ; — if  agri- 
culture be  yet  in  a  rude  ftate ; — if 
a  fpirit  of  difcontent  and  emigration 
prevails ; — in  a  word,  if  the  coij- 
ueftion  between  the  two  iflands  has 

A  2  not 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

not  been  produdive  of  the  greateft 
mutual  advantages,  it  can  only  be 
imputed  to  a  geheral  want  of  in- 
formation, and  to  thofe  miftaken 
politics,  which  have,  in  confequence, 
influenced  the  councils  of  this  na- 
tion. 

But  the  time  feems  to  be  ap- 
proaching, when  the  value  of  Ireland 
will  be  better  underftood,  and  when 
the  maxims,  on  which  it  is  now  go- 
verned, will  be  found  to  be  too  nar- 
row, if  not  illiberal.  To  haften 
that  period  is  the  defign  of  the  fol- 
lowing letters,  and  the  favourite  po- 
litical wifti  of  the  Writer, 


London, 
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Philofophical  Survey,-  &c. 


LETTER    I. 

•    \ 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND,        Dublin,  jiilyiydi,  1775. 

ON  the  2d  infiant,  I  landed  on  George's 
Q3iay  in  Dublin,  after  a  paffage  of 
near  thirty  hours,  which  is  fometimes  made 
in  eight,  and  generally  in  lefs  than  twelve* 
The  fea  was  lb  calm,  that  though  we  went 
aboard  at  feven  in  the  morning,  darkneis 
only  made  us  lofe  fight  of  the  Head.  Be- 
fore night  I  grew  fickifh,  and  therefore  re- 
tired to  my  bed  5  but  for  the  laft  feven  or 
eight  hours,  I  was  free  from  every  com- 
plaint except  hunger,  which  I  felt  more 
•keenly  than  I  had  done  for  fome  years  be- 
fore. This  I  confidered  as  a  good  omen ; 
and  my  health,  I  truft,  is  verging  towards  a 
re-eftabH{hmcnt,  by  following  your  judi- 
cious advice. 

3  The 


2  A  PHILOSOPHICAL  SURVEY 

The  fun  fhone  bright  as, we  entered  the 
bay  of  Dublin ;  which  was  beyond  corti- 
parifon  the  fined  view  I  had  ever  feen.  It 
is  a  fpacious  ampbitl^atre^  bounded  mofUy 
by  a  high  ^hore.  The  countiy  all  JxnHid  is 
fpangled  with  white  villas,  ivhich  being 
then  highly  burnifhed  by  the  fun,  had  a 
glorious  cffcd.  The  city  is  not  feen  ta 
advantage  from  the  water,  yet  the  landfkip 
was  upon  the  whole  highly  pidurefque; 
being  horizoned  in  fome  places  by  moun- 
tains, exadly  corneal,  called  the  Sugar-loaf 
Hills.  I  am  perfuaded  you  would  not 
grudge  a  journey  hither  for  this  fingle  pro- 
^^eifi.  it  mvfi,  howevei:,  be  owned,  ihat 
1^  ittU  enjoyment  of  it  is  firecanowu^,  :&ice 
it  depends,  on  a  number  of  circumfianoes, 
which  cm  feldom  conoor,  as  the  feafon 
of  the  year,  the  time  of  the  ctay,  md,  the 
x)leanid[s  of  the  iky,  when  you  filter  tiie 
bay ;  and  aix>¥e  all,  a  freedom  from  painv 

The  magnitude  of  :this  ci^  is  imach 
greater iiian  I  imagined  ^  i:conclude  it  ito  be 
ncaaxr  a  &urtdi,  dian  a  fi&h  of  that  of  lx>n- 
don.  Viewing  it  from  any  of  its  towers,  it 
feems  to  be  more ;  but  from  walking  the 
ftrceta,  I  fliould  take  it  to  be  le6.  Tocorred 
thcfe  contrary  impreflions  of  lenfc,  fome  cer- 
tain 
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tain  Uandard  is  iiecd&ry.  I  have  reduceci 
Sajrer's  pocket-map  pf  London,  and  a  map  of 
Diihlui>  jircfixed  to  its  Diredory,  to  the 
ikme  fcale,.andJfrom  th^ce  it  appears,  that 
DuhHn  i^  JbaJf  as  long  as  London  ;  if  liiere- 
fore  Jthw  6guJ:t:s  were  fimilar,  the  latter 
woi^dhe  exaiSly  four  times  larger  than  the 
farmer ;  bnt  London  is  more  protended  in 
lexiygth,  Dublin  being  nearly  ^ ircniar.  On 
the  other  hand,  to  compenfate  for  the  dif- 
fimilarity  of  %ures^  there  is  a  larger  pro- 
portico  of  .ground  unoccupied  by  Jionfes  in 
the  J^nap  ^  Idoblin,  than  in  that  of  London. 

In  the  year  1754,  the  return  of  houfes 
in  this  dty  was  1 2^857  4  .and  in  1 766,  jt  was 
1  j,i^ :  £0  that  Jiowever  rapidly  it  may 
have  increaied  fince,  we  cannot  fuppofc  it 
to  have  abov^e  13,500  boufes  .at  this  daj^ 
whkb  faUs  far  Jbort  pf  pne-fpurth  of  the 
mitmbfir  of  J^ou&s  in  London.  Yjet  I  fhould 
think  .there  is  not  fuoh  a  .di§)rcp.o^,tion  :ifi 
the  m^ii^her  .of  inhabitants,  jQuice,  accord-- 
ing  ip  J}x^  jRrioe,  "  65a,5v8o  are  very  pro- 
bably much  ^r eater ^  but  cannot  be  lefs^ 
than  the  ^true  number  q(  inhabitants  in 
XiOndoa." 

In  the  year  1731,  the  numbers  of  each 
heuits  were  carefully  taken  by  Dr.  Tifdal:, 
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4  A  PHILOSOPHICAL  SURVEY      *-     .*' 

in  two  parifhes  within  the  city,  and  two  in^ 
the  fuburbs  of  Dublin;  from  which  he* 
computed,  at  a  medium,  12  A  to  each  houfe  5 
adding,  that  feventy  pcrlbns  have  been: 
known  to  live  in  one  houfe.  In  thfs  relpoft, 
the  prefent  ftate  of  Dublin  refcmbles  the  an- 
f  lent  ftate  of  London.  For  you  know  that 
the  annual  chriftenings  and  burials,  in  the 
ninety-feven  parrfhes  within  the  w^lls,  have 
been  reduced  at  leaft  to  one  half  within  a 
century ;  formerly,  feveral  families  were 
crowded  together,  and  thofe  claffes  of  men^ 
who  contented  themfelvcs  with  one  houfe, 
muft  now  have  twa 

We  may  then  fuppofc  that  the  number 
of  families  is  near  double  the  number  of 
houfes,  and  reckoning  fix  to  a  family,  or 
twelve  to  a  houfe,  there  will  be  above 
160,000  fouls  in  Dublin  ;  but  fay  five  to  a 
feraily,  and  the  number  will  be  135,000. 
The  general  computation  here,  is  1 50^000 ; 
but  they,  who  allow  but  four  and  a  half  to 
a  houfe,  will  fay,  that,  inftead  of  being 
under,  I  am  far  above  the  truth.  Let  it 
however  be  confidered,  that  I  go  not  upon 
mere  technical  calailation  j  I  have  one 
grand  daturriy  the  adual  numbers  in  four 
parishes. 

Though 
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Though  the  bills  of  mortality  kept  here 
are  not  without  their  ufes,  yet  from  them 
alone,  we  can  form  no  juft  edimate  of  the 
numbers  at  large,.  A  vaft  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  are  papids  4  and  of  the  pro- 
tefiants,  the  diiTenters  are  not  the  leafi 
numerous;  confequently,  the  children  of 
all,  except  thofe  of  the  eftabliihment,  being 
baptifed  privately,  the  chriftenings  cannot 
be  fuppofed  to  be  regiftered  regularly ;  and 
the  Roman  catholic?  :bury ing  in  old  ceme- 
terics  without  the  city,  their  numbers  can- 
not be  afcertained  in  the  bills. 
•  i      * 

Dublin  is  feen  to  great  advantage  from 
any  of  its  fieeples,  the  blue  flating  having  a 
finer  efFefi  than  you  can  imagine.  The 
bell  view  of  it  that  I  have  had  from 
its  environs,  was  from  the  Phoenix 
Park.  This  is  the  Hyde  Park  of  Dublin, 
but  much  more  extenfive  than  that  of 
London ;  and  would  be  exquifitely  beau- 
tiful, if  drefled  and  planted ;  but,  ex- 
cept ibme  thorns,  and' the  clumps  of  elm 
planted  by  lord  Cheftef field  in  1745,  there 
arc  very  few  trees  upon  it.  Whence  it  got 
the  name  of  Phoenix  I  cannot  learn  j  how- 
ever, his  lordfhip,   in   conformity  to   the 

name^ 
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name,  raiftd  in  one  part  of  it  a  handfbme 
column  of  free  ftone,  fluted,  with  a  phoenit: 
at  top,  expiring  in  a  blajte.  The  infcrfp- 
tion  on  the  die  informs  you  that  he  eredted 
the  column,  and  embeflkhed  the  park,  at 
his  own  eJcpenee,  for  the  recreation  of  the 
citizens  of  Dublin.  Hi^  name  is  ftilt  held 
iti  venerdtidO  among  them, 

The  bulk  of  this  city  is  like  the  worft 
parts  of  Sl  Oilesf's ;  but  the  new  llreets  are 
juft  as  good  is  ourS;  They  have  finiflied 
one  fide  of  a  fquare,  called  Met ioii'sr  Square, 
in  a  very  elegant  ftyle.  -Near  it  is  a  fcjuarc 
called  Stephen's  Green,  round  which  is  a 
gravel  walk  of  near  a  mite :  here,  genteel 
company  walk  in  the  evenings,  and  on 
Sundays,  after  two  o'cfock,  as  with  us  in 
St.  James's  Park.  This  fqoare  has  Ibme 
grand  houies,  and  k  in  general  well  built. 
The  great  inequality  of  the  houfes  inflead 
'  pf  diminiihing,  does,  in  my  opinion,  add  to 
its  beauty.  The  fituation  is  cheerful,  and 
the  buildings  around  jt  multiply  very  faft. 

Almoft  all  the  tolerable  houfes,  and  ftreets, 
have  been  built  within  forty  years.  Since 
the  year  168^5,  *^^  increafe  has  been 
^mazing.     Sir  William  Petty  relates,  that 

there 
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there-  were  thea  but  6,400  boufes;  it 
muft,  however,  be  observed,  that  Sir 
William  varies  prodigioufly  in  his  ac- 
counts: ^'  Memorandum,  fays  he,  that 
in  Dublin^  where  there  are  but  four 
thottfand  £unihes,  there  are  1,271  ale- 
houies  and  brewhoufes  ,"  near  a  third  of 
the  whole:  yet,  in  other  places,  he  iays, 
these  are  neac  7000  families. 

The  quays  of  Dublin  are  its  principal 
beauty  ^  they  lie  on  each  fide  the  river, 
which  is  banked,  and  walled  in,  the 
whole  length  of  the  city ;  and  at  the  breadth 
of  a  wide  ftreet  from  the  river  on  each  (ide, 
the  houfes  are  built  fronting  each  other, 
which  has  a  grand  tffcQt.  When  thefe 
quays  are  paved  like  the  Greets  of  London, 
we  ihall  ^ave  nothing  to  compare  with 
them. 

The  Liffey  runs  for  about  two  miles 
almoft  ftraigbt  through  the  city,  and  over 
it  are  thrown  five  bridges ;  two  of  which, 
EfiTex  and  Qjieen's  Bridges,  are  newly  built. 
The  former,  has  raifed  foot-paths,  alcoves, 
and  balufirades,  like  Weftminfter  ;  the  lat- 
ter^jis  exceedingly  neat,  and  like  the  other, 
of  a  white  ftone,  coarfc  but  hard,  which  is 

found 
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^und  near  thje  city.     The  remaining  three 
are  as  poor  drudtures  as  you  can  conceive. 

Effey  Bridge  fronts  Gapel-ftreet,  one  of 
the  largefi  in  town,  to  the  north,  and  Par- 
lianient-ftrect,  a  new  and  exceedingly  neat 
trading  ilrcet,  to  the  fouth  :  at  the  end  of 
whichjis  nearly  finifhed  an  Exchange, a  moft 
elegant  ftrudure,  which  does  the  merchants 
who  conduced  the  building  of  it  great 
honour;  theexpence  being  mqflly  defrayed 
by  lotteries.  The  whole  is  of  white  flone, 
richly  embelliflied  with  femicolumns  of  the 
Corinthian  order^  a  cupola,  and  other  or- 
naments. 

Near  this,  on  a  little  eminence,  ftands  his 
^  Majefty's  caftle,  the  refidence  of  the  chief 
governor;  confifting  of  two  large  courts, 
called  the  upper  and  lower  caftle-yard  :  In 
the  lower  is  the  treafiiry,  and  fome  other 
public  offices.  Though  there  is  little  gran- 
deur in  the  appearance  of  either,  yet,  upOq 
the  whole,  this  caftle  is  far  fuperior  to  the 
palace  of  St.  James's,  in  the  eJcteripr,  as 
well  as  in  the  fize,  and  elegance  of  the 
rooms  within.  Over  the  gates,  leading  to 
the  upper  yard,  are  two  handfome  ftatues, 
One  of  Juftice,  the  other  of  Fortitude ;  thefc, 

with 
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with  an  equeftrian  fiatute  of  William  III. 
in  College  Grepn,  another  of  George  IT. 
jn  the  centre  of  Stephen's  Green,  and  a  third 
of  George  I.  in  the  Mayoralty  Garden, 
make  up  the  fum  total  of  the  flatuary,  I 
jcould  either  fee  or  hear  of,  in  Dublin  ;  unlefs 
we  reckon  the  two  upon  the  Tholfel  (the 
Guildhall  of  Dublin)  which  I  don't  know 
whether  to  call  mpnarchs  or  lord  mayors. 

But  to  expcdl  many  works  of  the  fine 
arts  in  a  country,  but  juft  recovering  from 
an  almo{^  uninterrupted  warfare  of  near  fix 
hundred  ^ars,  would  be  to  look  for  the 
ripe  fruits  of  autumn  in  the  lap  of  fpring. 
Even  London  cannot  boaft  of  many,  confi- 
dering  its  mighty  opulence.  A  fingle 
church,  on  the  continent,  is  fometimes  de- 
corated with  more  ftatues,  than  are  to  be 
fcen  in  the  greateft  city  of  Europe. 

There  are  but  few  public  buildings  here 
of  any  note ;  fome,  however,  there  are. 
The  parliament-houfe  is  truly  a  moft  au- 
guft  pile,  and  admirably  conftruded  in  all 
its  parts.  The  houfe  of  lords  is  beautiful ; 
the  houfe  of  commons  capacious  and  con^ 
yenient.      The  front  is  a  grand  portico, 

in 
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in  form  of  thfi  Greek  n,  fuppofted  by  lofty 

columns  of  Portland  ftone  ;  behind  this, 
and  over  the  houie  of  commons,  is  railed 
an  oblate  dome,  wbich  not  appearing  fromi 
the  fireet^  gives  a  heavinefs  to  the  per^[k:c-- 
tive,  and  the  want  of  ftatues  over  the  pcnr- 
tica  incrcafes  it ;  but,  could  it  be  viewed 
in  its  geometrical  elevation,  it  would  appear 
a  very  light  ftrudarc. 

Near  the  parliament-houieftaiids  the  n^ni- 
vcrfity,  confifting  of  two  Iquarcs  ;  in  the 
^hdc  of  which  are  thirty-three  buildings, 
of  eight  rooms  each.  Three  fides  of  the 
fairther  iqiuare  are  of  brick,  the  fbu'rtb  is  a 
inoft  fuperb  library,  which,  being  buih  of 
very  bad  ftone,  is  unfortunately  mouldering 
away.  The  infide  is,  at  once,  beautiful,  com- 
modious, and  magnificent^  embelliflied  with 
the  bulls  of  ieveral  antient  and  modern 
worthies.  A  great  part  of  the  books  on  one 
fide  were  colledled  by  archbifliop  Ufher, 
v^ko  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  this 
body,,  and  without  comparifon  the  moft 
learned  man  it  ever  produced.  The  remain- 
der Ofn  the  fame  fide  were  the  bequeft  of  a 
Pr^  Gilbert,  who,  it  is  faid,  colledJed  them 
fcjr  the  purpofe  to  which  they  are  now  ap- 
plied.. 
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ptied.  Since  his  time^  which  isr  above  forty 
yeatSy  liietr  aumber  has  not  been  much  m- 
Cfesifedi,  thcri^h  there  are  oiany  vacant 
ihetves  on  the  other  fide.  Of  courfe  the 
:mo^n  publications  im  thisi  bbrary  are  very 
ibw ;  ;f  et  I  am  told  there  is  a  fnfiicienff  fond 
fyt  pcitchafing  every  thing  that  comes  ont« 

If  this  be  true,  there  is  fbme  ground  for 
tiic  fcvetity  of  the  following  little  epigram, 
vrrittcn  upon  the  rebuilding  the  front  of 
the  coUege  : 

Our  Alma  mater,  like  a  whore. 

Worn  out  with  age   and  fin^ 
Faints,  and  adorns-  hcrfelf  the  more. 

The  more  (he  rots  within. 

The  new  Iquare,  three  fides  of  which  have 
been  built  within  thefe  twenty  years,  by 
parliamentary  bounty,  and  from  thence, 
called  Parliament  Square,  is  of  hewn 
ftone,  of  a  coarfe  grain,  but  fo  hard,  that  it 
may  bid  defiance  to  the  corroding  tooth  of 
Time.  The  front  of  it  next  the  city,  is 
Ornamented  with  pilafters,  feftoons,  &c. 
but  upon  the  whole  there  is  nothing  very 
ilriking  in  its  appearance. 

The 
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The  provoft's  houfe,  in  the  fame  liqe, 
has  an  elegant  little  front,  entirely  of 
Portland  ftone  ^  yet  altogether  I  cannot  fay 
that  it  pleafes  my  eye.  It  is  a  clofe 
copy  of  a  houfe  in  London,  one  lide  g£ 
which  looks  into  Cork  Street,  and  the 
other  into  Burlington  Street  ;  but  the 
archited,  like  other  fervile  imitators,  not 
knowing  how  to  avail  himfelf  of  his  origi- 
nal, nor  confidering  that  its  depth,  which 
exceeded  its  length,  was  fcreened  at  both 
ends  by  the  contiguous  houfcs,  left  the  end 
of  this  naked  and  unadorned,  without  even 
a  range  of  windows  to  interrupt  the  defor- 
mity ;  fo  that,  fe.en  diagonally  from  College 
Green,  it  produces  a  moft  aukward  effect ; 
for  the  fa9ade  and  gable,  though  joined 
together,  are  evidently  not  of  a  piece. 

The  chapel  is  as  mean  a  ftrudure  as  you 

can  conceive  ;  deilitute  of  monumental  de- 

« 

poration  within,  it  is  no  better  than  aWelfli 
church  without.  The  old  hall,  where  college 
exercifes  are  oprformed,  is  in  the  fame.range, 
and  built  in  the  fame  ftyle.  The  new  hall, 
indeed,  where  they  dine,  is  a  fair  and  large 
room. 

In   their   mufeum   are  but   few  objeds 
which  could  long  detain  your  curiofity,  ex- 
cept 
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cept  a  fet  of  figures  in  wax,  reprefenting 
females  in  every  ftate  of  pregnancy.  They 
are  done  upon  real  ikeletons,  and  are  the 
labours  of  almoll  the  whole  life  of  a  French 
artift.  You  may  remember  they  were  ex- 
hibited feveral  years  agc^iin  London.  My 
Lord  Shelburne  purchafed  them,  and  made 
a  prefent  of  them  to  this  univerfity. 

The  i^umber  of  fludents  is  very  variable ; 
it  is  faid  to  fludiuate  upon  the  tide  of  peace 
and  war.  About  forty  years  ago,  the  num- 
bers were  pretty  nearly  the  fame  they  are 
now,  that  is  about  400.  At  the  clofe  of 
the  lafi  war,  the  numbers  upon  their  books 
were  lefs  than  300.  And  fo  few  went  into 
the  miniftry  at  that  period,  that  curates 
were  wanting  for  the  fervice  of  country  pa- 
rifhes^  It  was  therefore  judged  expedient 
to  ordain  upon  Scotch  degrees,  v;hich  are 
obtained  for  the  attendance  of  as  many 
months,  as  years  in  England  or  Ireland. 
At  prefent,  few  gentlemen  of  fortune  who 
have  not  either  the  advowfimof  a  living  in 
their  family,  or  fome  peculiar  epifcopal  or 
parliamentary  connexion,  chufe  to  dedi- 
cate their  fons  to  the  church  ;  as  the  edu- 
cation is  too  expenfive  for  a  curacy  of  fifty 

pounds 
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pounds  a  yean  Yet,  tbey  teU  ycu,  thefe 
few  years  of  peace  ihave  produced  fuch  a 
reduadancy  of  candidates  for  order/s,  that 
a  nominatkii  is  not  procured  without  fame 
difficulty. 

As  this  feminary  was  IbuBded  and  en-* 
dowed  byQjjeen  Elizabeth,  you  wHl  be 
aftonifhed  to  hear  that  they  have  neither 
ilatue,  buft,  nor  pifituire  of  their  beorcfiac- 
trefs.  The  original  foUi^datipn  do^ciiifted 
of  a  provoft,  three  fellows,  and  three 
fchokrs ;  wJaich  has  from  tiroe  to  time 
been  augmented  to  twenty- two  fellows, 
feventy  fcholars,  and  thirty  ii^ets.  Of 
the  fellows,  feven  atie  called  feniors,  and 
in  them  is  lodged  the  governmeirt  of  Ae 
whole  body,  fubjed  neverthdefs  to  the 
provoft*s  controtfl,  without  whole  confent, 
as  fovereign,  no  aS  of  theirs  is  vadid.  The 
other  fifteen  are  of  courfe  called  juniors. 
By  their  ftanding  they  become  feniors,  and 
confequently  there  is  no  incentive  to  emti- 
ktion  among  them  :  the  inftrudion  of  the 
youth,  both  in  humanity  and  the  arts,  falls 
within  their  province. 

The  fcholars  are  cleded  at  three  years 
ftanding,     according   to    their   proficiency 
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m  the  daffies,  by  a  majority  ^  the  &ven 
feniors,  and  hold  their  fchoiarfhijas  lonly 
for  four  years  j  that  is,  till  the  {landing  of 
jnafier  of  aTts«  The  £e:llow8  are  ehgible, 
at  the  beginning  <af  any  Trinity  term,  a£ter 
they  havJc  oBatained  a  iaatchdca-'s  degree,  by 
the  majority  of  fciuors  aMb,  for  their  ^n-o- 
ficiency  in  the  iearned  langna^,  hiitory, 
logic,  asid  the  fcienoefi.  But  though  all 
the  fenefi  Should  agcee  dn  the  choice  of  both 
fcfaoku:s  :aaid  fedlow^,  the  provoil  can  cfanfe 
whatevEr  candidate  he  will,  without  a  con- 
curring voice  :  this  <mDde  of  elcdioa,  they 
call  namiaation.  The  iprero^ivc,  howcvcTj 
is  but  ^rairely  exeinfed. 

The  follows  hold  their  pdaces,  while 
th^  choCb  to  live  uamanrted  ;  the  income 
-of  a  fenior  fellow  is  iuppofbd  to  be,  rom- 
munibus  armis^  above  feven  hundEcd  pounds; 
Inrt,  as  4t  depends  upon  the  renewal  of  leafes^ 
it  ie  oncertain.  The  emduments  of  the 
junior  fellows  are  their  commons,  ^mi  forty 
pounds  a  year,  befides  >ledure(bip«,  which 
together  amount  to  a  hundred  :  and  if  they 
be  induftrious  and  popular,  they  get  fo 
many  pupils,  that  fome  of  them  have  very 
large  incomes.     The  provoftfhip   is    fup^ 

poled 
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pofed  to  be  worth   near   three   thoufaifcj 
pounds  a  year. 

Among  the  ftudents  are  three  difiin£t 
ranks,  fellow-commoners,  penfioners,  and 
fizers.  The  firft  are  fo  called  from  dining 
with  the  fellows ;  for  which  privilege,  how- 
ever, they  pay  little  more  than  the  pen- 
fioners, who  dine  by  themfelves,  according 
to  their  clafTes.  The  great  difference  is  in 
the  rate  of  tuition ;  yet,  as  they  get  degrees 
a  year  fooner  than  penfioners,  there  is, 
upon  the  whole,  little  difference  in  the  ex- 
pence.  The  fizers,  or  fervitors,  pay  nothing 
for  their  board ;  they  carry  up  the  difhes 
to  the  fellows  table,  which  they  attend, 
and  afterwards  dine  upon  what  comes  from 
it.  Thefe  wear  black  gowns,  of  coarfe  fluff, 
without  flecves.  Penfioners  wear  gowns 
of  the  fame  form,  but  of  fine  fluff,  with 
hanging  fleeves  and  taffels.  Commoners 
wear  gowns  of  the  fame  (hape  and  fluff,  but 
with  fleeves  and  velvet  collars.  Noblemen, 
knights,  and  Tons  of  noblemen,  wear  gowns 
of  the  fame  fhape  with  commoners,  but 
with  gold  and  filver  taffels. 

Though   I  have  a  deal   more  to  fay  of 
this  great  town,  I  (hall  at  prefent  lay  down 

the 


OF  THE  SOUTH  OF  IRELAND.  i? 

the  pen  out  of  pure  metcy  to  yori;  for 
thoiigh  you  like  travelling  over  fiich 
grounds .  as  I  have  carried  you,  yet  I 
imagine  you  v^ould  rather  go.  by  fhort 
fiages.    Adieu. 


LETTER    % 

Dublin. 

A  PTBRtheftatc  of  population  given 
*^  in  my  laft,  you  may,  perhaps,  be  fur- 
prifed  to  hear,  that  there  are  but  twenty 
paridies  in  the  city  of  Dublin;  but  con- 
iider  hovT^  few  there  are  in  the  icity  and 
liberties  of  Weftmihfler ;  and  th^t  the  in« 
habitants  of  the  ieventeen  parishes  without 
the  vtralls  of  the  dtyiof  London,  outnum^ 
ber  thofb  of  the  ninety-feven  within,  almoft 
in  the  proportion  of  three  to  one.  The 
nnmber  of  pariflies  is  no  certain  index  of 
the  number  of  people,  either  here  or 
there^  A  very  dbvious  reafbn  prefents  it-ir 
lelf/  why  churches  fhould  be  comparatively 
few,  'Where  thb  inajority  of  the  people  are 
Roman  catholics^  and  near  half  the  pro^ 
tefiants  are  diifentecsi  ^ 

C  People 
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.  Peo{>Ie  aVe  ittdch  divided  about  the  pro^ 
pdrtioil  which  Jjiroteftants  bear  to  papiit^  itt 
Dubiih.  Afecdrditig  to  fortie  inaCGurSite  re- 
futtife,  ihe '^Huiiiber  bf  hoiifes  belpngmg  to 
each  denomination  is  nearly  ei:][ual ;  yet  it  is 
generally  thought,  that  there  are  two  pa- 
pifts  for  one  proteftant  ^  moft  of  the  poorer 
fort,  and  all  the  fervants,  being  of  the  former 
clais ;  knd  among  them  chiefly  it  is,  that  fa 
many. families  •^e  crowded:  into  one  hdule. 

• :  -  •  r  .         •■         ■« 

.  Qy^t  and  above  the  parifh  chufche^,  arc 
two  cathbdralk)  Chrift  Church  and  St.  Par- 
trick'»J^  both  of  them  m^n  Gothic  buikP 
ings^  Hbete  is,  indeedv-iiiorie  elegance  in 
any  osie  of  th«  iix  dsurches  in  the/ little 
borough  r of  Staflifdrd^ ' ^  thaif  in  'all  tfab 
€huix^hQS;\d£  this . gre^  ctty  put*  togethcrJ 
TSot  exciBpt:ia  the:  frbritjof  three,  or:  foiir  of 
their  iileeptes;,  external  embellifhmcnt  has 
bcen^litfleiliiidaed^  alLthat  fecms  toiharc 
beear^medraL  wa^  neatnefk  and  convc-^ 
nieocQ  iwkhio*.  Dut  they  are:  gdoer^y 
deftiittfeiof  ail  mohui^iieiirtai  decoiiatiojis; 

•  •  • 

aod«  what  may  fc%m  lextr^ordinary;  ts  very 
true,  f hey  have  but  one.  iet  of  cfaoirifiers 
in  the  whole  city^    which  ferves  in  the 

morning 
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moraiag  at  one  cathedral,  and  in  the  eveci'^ 
ing  at  the  othert 

In  the  cathedrals  is  to  be  feen,  whatever 
of  the  monumental  kind  is  worthy  obfer- 
vation.  On  the  north  fide  of  the  choir, 
in  Chrift  Church,  is  a  very  fuperb  monu- 
ment, of  the  Kildare  family,  executed  in 
white  marble.  The  late  Earl,  afterwards 
Duke  of  Leinfter,  and  his  filler,  are  repre- 
fented,  mourning  over  the  body  of  their 
father. 

In  the  nave  is  a  monument  of  lord 
Bowes,  late  high  chancellor  of  Ireland.  It 
.  reprefents  Juiftice,  large  as  life,  in  a  penfive 
attitude,  looking  at  a  medallion,  with  his 
lordfhip's  head  in  relief,  which  (he  holds  in 
her  hand,  weeping  over  it.  The  thought 
is  a  good  one,  and  well  e;^pre{red. 


Near  to  this  is  another,  every  way  ele- 
gant, ereded  to  the  nxemory  of  the  founder 
of  the  Dublio:  Soeioty.  Under  his  buft 
ftand  two  bays, ;  one  pointing  to  a  ^afo  re^ 
lievo  of  Induftry  and  Agricsiulture,  the  other 
to  a  reprefcntatioa  of  Minerva,  leading  the 
arts  towards  Hibernia.  Beneath,  oil  a  fo* 
micircular  tablet,  is  the  following  infcrip- 

C  2  tion. 
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tion,  written  by  Berkeley;  the  femous  biw 
fhop  of  Cloyne : 

Mcmoria?  Sacra^ 

THOMiE  PRIOR, 

Viri  fiquis  unquam  alius  de  Patrha 
Optkne  mcriii  ^ 

Qui^  cum  prodeile  mailec  quam  confpict,; 

Nee  in  fenatum  cooptatus. 

Nee  confiliorum  aiilie  particeps. 

Nee  iillo  publico  munere  inlignitus. 

Rem  tamen  publicam 

Mirifice  auxic  ec  ornavit 

Aufpiciis,  eonfiltis,  hbore  iiidefeilb^ 

Vir  iiinocuus,  probus,  plus  ; 

Partium  lludii»  minime  addidtus, 

De  re  familiari  parum  fblicitus. 

Cum  civium  commcxTa  unice  fpedarec*^ 

Quicquid  vel  ad  inopise  levamen, 

Vel  ad  vicac  eleganciam,  facit, 

Quicquid  ad  defidiam  populi  vincendam, 

Aut  ad  bonas  artes  excicandas,  pertinet,. 

Id  omne  pro  vir  ill  excoli^it. 

SOCIETATIS  1DUBLINIENSI& 

Auftor^  Itiftitutor,  Curator. 

Quae  fecerit 
f  luribus  dicere  haud  refert  ^ 

Qaorfum 
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Quorfum  narraret  marmor 

Ilia  quae  omnes  norunt  ? 

Ilia  quae  civium  animis  infculpca 

Nulla  dies  delebic. 

In  St,  Patrick's  the  monuments  are  more 
m  number,  but  none  of  fuch  curious  work- 
man(hip ;  for,  though  executed  by  the  fame 
hand  with  -the  two  laft,  I  <:annet  admire 
thofe  mafly  columns  of  Italian  marble  rear- 
ed to  the  memory  of  the  late  archbiftiop  of 
Dublin  5  brother  to  a  do£tor  Smyth,  who 
has  been  long  at  the  head  of  your  profeffi- 
on  here.  The  epitaph,  you  may  fuppofe, 
is  very  claifical,  when  I  tell  you  it  was 
written  by  Dr.  Lowth,  bi{hop  of  Oxford. 

Oppofite  to  it  16  a  plain  monument  of 
Dr.  Marfli,  a  quondam  archbiftiop  of  this 
fee,  who  left  a  nobler  memorial  of  himfelf 
than  done,  a  valuable  library ;  which  te^ 
gether  with  part  of  his  eftate,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a  librarian,  he  bequeathed  to 
the  public.  This  library,  which  contains 
ibme  curious  manuscripts,  and  many  rare 
books,  is  always  open  to  the  ftudious. 

In  the  fame  nave  are  three  infcriprtional 
^hs  of  black  marble,  one  to  the  memory 

of 
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of  a  faithful  fervant  of  Swift ;  another  lately 
eredled  to  that  of  Mrs.  Johnfon,  his  Stella ; 
and  the  third  over  himfelf,  with  an  epitaph 
very  expreffive  of  that  habit  of  mind,  which 
his  own  difappointments,  and  the  opqprefii^ 
ons  of  his  country,  had  produced.  It  con- 
cludes with  thefe  words,  ubi  Java  indig-^ 
natio  cor  ulterius  lacerate  nequit* 

In  the  choir  are  ieveral  monuments  of  an 
older  date  •,  the  principal  is  that  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Boyle.  In  the  chapter  room,  is  a 
black  flab  over  the  duke  of  Schomberg, 
who  fell  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  with 
an  infcription  by  Swift ;  concluding  with  a 
fevere  ftridure  upon  his  relations,  who 
refufed  to  raife  any  fepulchral  monument 
to  his  name,  plus  potuit  fama  virtutis  afud 
allenos  quam  fanguinis  proximitas  apudfuos^ 

Weft  of  the  town,  liands  the  bofpital  of 
Kilmainham,  anfwering  to  our  Chelfea.  In 
the  building  there  is  nothing  remarkable, 
but  the  fituation  is  charming,  and  affords 
a  comfortable  retreat  for  time-worn  vete- 
rans. No  wonder  it  was  chofen  for  the 
feat  of  their  priory,  by  the  knight?  temp- 
lars of  St,  John  of  Jerufalem, 

As 
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As  the  winds  on  this  coaft  are  moftly/ 
wefterly,  they  are  but  little  annoyed  by 
imoke  from  the  city,  or  fogs  from  the  fea ; 
the  air  is  fo  pure,  that  one  would  have 
thought  it  might  have  invited  the  gentry 
to  extend  the  town  this  way,  inftead  of 
intercepting  the  merchants  from  the  fea. 
The  hoipital  is  faid  to  furnifh  many  in- 
flances  of  longevity ;  at  prefent  there  are 
three  men  in  it  above  100,   one  of  whom 

is  112. 

On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  Hands 
the  Barrack,  the  largeft  building  in  the 
British  dominions.  It  is  capable  of  con* 
taining  3000  foot,  and  1000  horfe.  The 
whole  is  of  rough  ftone,  ornamented  with 
cornices,  and  window  cafes  of  cut  ftone. 
Some  additions  lately  made,  are  not  with- 
out fufficicnt  elegance  of  architedture.  In- 
deed the  new  houfes  of  Dublin  are  exceed-^ 
ingly  neat,  and  in  general  highly  finifhed 
in  the  infide. 

You  may  conceive  what  the  ftyle  of 
building  was  here  formerly,  when  I  tell 
you,  that  the  manfion-houfe  of  the  Lord 
Mayor  is  a  brick  houfe  of  two  ftorics,  with 

*  windows 
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windows  of  but  two  panes  breadth  in 
each.  There  are,  however,  fome  magni- 
ficent  ftru£tures  of  modern  date  j  the  duke 
of  Leinfter's  is  a  very  auguft  pile,  not  un- 
worthy the  premier  peer  of  any  country. 
By  the  way,  the  family  of  Kildare  has  been 
longer  ennobled,  than  any  other  now  in  his 
Majefty's  dominions. 

Lord  Charlemont's  cannot  be  called  a 
great  houfe,  but  nothing  can  be  more  ele- 
gant, and  the  fituation  is  moft  delightful ; 
it  ftands  upon  a  little  eminence,  exadly 
fronting  Moffe's  Hofpital,  3.nd  between 
them  .lie  thofe  beautiful  gardens,  where 
the  genteel  company  walk  in  fummer  even* 
ings,  and  have  concerts  of  vocal  and  in- 
ftrumental  mufic  thrice  a  week.  His  lord* 
(hip  is  not  only  a  patron  of  the  arts,  but 
alfo  a  great  proficient  in  them  ^  his  houfe, 
it  is  faid,  being  of  his  own  planning. 

There  are  two  or  three  houfes  more  of 
hewn  ftone  in  Dublin,  but  thofe  I  have  men- 
tioned, are  moft  worthy  notice;  and,  upon 
refledion,  it  is  amazing  how  few  of  that 
fort  we  have  even  in  London.     Farewell. 


LET- 
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LETTER    III. 

Dobliii« 

Y  N  tpy  laft,  I  mentioned  to  you  Moffe'3 
Holpital ;  which,  I  think,  deferves  par- 
ticular notice,  whether  we  confider  it  as  a 
fpecimen  of  archi tenure,  or,  as  an  example 
to  prove,  that  every  principle  of  our  nature 
may  be  rendered  fubfervient  to  the  inte- 
refts  of  humanity. 

As  a  building,  it  is  magnificent,  and,  be- 
ing the  moft  faultlefs  I  ever  beheld,  is  a 
lafting  monument  of  the  abilities  of  Mr. 
Caftcls,  who  was  alfb  the  defigner  of  the 
duke  of  Lcinfler's,  and  the  Parliament 
Houfe.  In  other  refpeds,  the  flrufture 
muft  do  eternal  honour  to  the  founder,  Dr. 
Moffe,  a  phyfician  of  this  city  ;  who,  by 
the  mere  effort  of  his  own  genius,  in  de- 
^ance  of  avowed  oppofition,  and  contempt 
of  popular  clamour,  eredted  this  ftately 
fabric,  for  the  purpofe  of  relieving  lying- 
jn-women  ;  the  firft  charity  of  the  kind  in 
thefe  kingdoms,  and  in  which,  above  10,000 
poor  females  hive  been  delivered  within 

twenty 
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twenty  years.  His  only  refources  were  lot- 
teries, and  the  emoluments  arifing  from 
the  concerts  and  gardens.  The  benevo- 
lence of  the  public  was  at  length  awakened ; 
the  king  gave  ftability  to  the  inftitution  by 
a  charter,  and  parliament  beftowcd  a  bounty 
on  the  widow  of  him,  who  had  devoted 
his  life  to  the  fervice  of  his  fellow-crea- 
tures. 

The  prefent  mafter  of  this  hofpital, 
is  a  Dodlor  Jebb,  a  gentleman  of  fine 
parts;  whofe  acquaintance,  I  am  fure,  you 
would  be  pleafed  with.  He  tells  me,  that 
except  fame  beds  given,  and  endowed  by 
private  donors,  the  fund  for  fupport  of  this 
charity,  is  r^ifed  from  mufical  entertain- 
ments, and  from  fubfcriptions  to  a  right  of 
walking  in  the  gardens  at  all  times.  They 
have  lately  built  a  large  circular  room,  called 
the  Rotunda,  of  an  area,  as  I  gueft,  about  a 
third  of  that  of  Rknelagh,  but  without  any 
pillar  in  the  centre.  Here  they  have  an 
organ  and  orcheftra  for  concerts,  in  the  wet 
evenings  of  fummer,  and  for  balls  in  win- 
ter. So  that,  upon  the  whole,  this  is  the 
Vauxhall,  Ranelagh,  and  Pantheon  of 
Dublin. 

Nay, 


.-♦-■•*■ 
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Na]f ,  k'  is  footelhirig  mere  thftn  all  thefe, 
it  is  a  polite  place  of  public  fefort  on  Sun* 
day  ^vedings.  Whether  this  entertain* 
ment  be  flridly  defenjfibld,  in  a  religious 
point  of  vi^w^  I  fhall  riot  deteritiine  ;  but, 
if  the  gdodneft  of  the  end  may  in  any  in- 
flante  be  pleaded  in  joiflification  of  the 
meam,  I  think  it  diay  in  this.  However, 
it  feems  tither  a  matter  of  Wonder,  that 
London,  fo  fond  of  amtiiement,  and  fo 
ready  to  adopt  new  fafliions  of  diflipation, 
has  not  ftruck  out  fomething  fimilar,  for 
pailing  thofe  hours,  which  on  fome  people 
lit  fo  heivy ;  and  which  may,  after  all,  be 
(pent  in  a  much  worfe  manner. 

On  thefe  nights,  the  rotunda  and  gar- 
dens are  prodigioufly  crowded,  and  the  price 
of  admiflion  being  only  fixpence,  every 
body  goes.  It  would  perhaps  benefit  the 
charity,  if  the  price  were  doubled,  for 
though  it  might  exclude  a  great  many,  it 
would,  I  think,  bring  more  money.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that 
the  motley  appearance  gives  an  air  of  free- 
dom ;  for  the  beft  company  attends,  as  well 
as  thofe  to  whom  another  fixpence  might 
l)p  an  objeGt. 

There 
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There  are  twelve  other  hofpitak  in  Dnh^ 
lin,  of  great  public  utility,  all  of  which  are 
carefully  and  ikilfully  attended ;  a  particur 
Jar  account  of  thefe,  qould  give  little  en-p 
tertainment  even  to  you ;  one  thing,  how- 
ever, in  which  they  differ  from  thofe  of 
London,  I  muft  remark  to  you  ;  the  phy^ 
ficians  and  furgeons  are  not  elfcdied  by  the 
goverpors,  as  with  us ;  but  when  a  va- 
CdLnc^  happens,  it  is  filled  up  by  a  majority 
of  the  faculty,  who  belong  to  the  holV 
pitaL 

Almoft  every  parifh  in  the  city  has  fchools, 
fupported  by  charitable  donations,  collected 
principally  in  the  churches  at  charity  fer^ 
mons.  And  to  evince  the  national  huma- 
nity, parliament  grants  an  annual  fum  to  a 
Poor-houfe,  for  receiving,  and  fupporting 
foundlings  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 
To  this  houfe,  I  have  been  affured  that 
tjjey  fend  cbildrien  even  from  Wales,  and 
the  weftern  coaft  of  England^ 

Upon  the  whole,  Dublin  is  no  con- 
temptible city ;  and  we  fhould  rather  won- 
der, that,  confidering  its  limited  trade,  it 
is  as  well  as  it  is,  than  that  it  is  not  better. 
Jt  mjift,   however,  be  acknowledged,  that 

except 
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except  the  new  ftreets,  which  arc  paved 
and  flagged  like  thofe  of  London,  it  is  abo- 
minably dirty.  In  this  rainy  weather,  I 
fee  the  gentlemen  of  the  army,  and  others^ 
of  the  younger  fort  efpecially,  generally 
booted  ^  from  which  I  fuppoie  that  boots 
are  the  ton  here* 

I,  who  you  know  always  fpeak  and  write 
from  prefent  feeling,  cannot  defer i  be  to 
you  ho"^  much  I  was  hurt  by  the  nafiinefs 
of  thefb  ftreets,  and  by  the  fqualid  ap-* 
pearance  of  the  canaille.  The  vaft  infe- 
riority of  the  lower  ranks  in  Dublin,  com- 
pared even  with  tho(e  of  the  country  towns 
in  England,  is  very  flriking.  Seldom  do 
they  {have,  and  when  they  do,  it  is  but  to 
untnaik  the  traces  of  meagrenefs  and  pe-> 
nury.  In  a  morning,  before  the  higher 
claifes  are  up,  you  would  imagine  that  half 
the  pcifons  in  Europe  had  been  opened, 
and  ;their  contents  emptied  into  this  place. 
What  nauft  it  have  been  then,  even  with- 
in three  years,  when  near  2000  wretches, 
much  worfe,.  of  courfe,  than  any  now  to 
be  ieen,  exercifed.the  unreftrained  trade  of 
begging  ?  I  am  ,told  that  the  nuifance  was 
to  Aich  a  pitch,  that  you  could  fcarcely 

'         '  -      get 
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get  dsar  of  any  ihop  you  entered,  wJthotrf 
the  contamination  of  either  nicers  or  ver-* 
min,  from  the  crowd  of  mendicants^  who 
befet  the  door. 

Dublin,  by  the  bye,  is  indebted  to  one 
of  our  countrymen,  a  Dodtor  Woodward, 
who  has  a  deanery  in  the  couijtry,  and  a 
parifh  in  the  city,  for  its  riddance  of  this 
pift.  H6,  with  a  laudable  and^  uhretnit-* 
ting  perfdver^nce^  fb  vanquifhed  the*  na- 
tional prejudke  on  this^  head,  that  he  at 
length  prevailed  to  have  a  poor  biirpaflfed; 
free  from  all  thofe  errors  that  expetierice 
had  difcovered  in  the  Englifh  poor  taws 

In  London;^  one  can  rarely  want)  amuftr- 
ment,  the  very  fireet&  are  an  inexhaoftibte 
fourceof  it.  There  is  fomethingirefir^ft- 
ing  in  that  variety  of  cheerful  obje^j 
which  they  perpetually  exhibit;  Th^r6  is 
fuch  a  cleannefs  in.  the  ftreets,  fuch  i  ridh- 
nefs  in  the  fhops,  fuch  aboftlb  66  bufihefti 
fuch  a  fleeknefs  of  plenty;  fuch  a  fece  6f 
content,  and  withal,  fuch  an  air  of  ][i4ea- 
fure,  as  infufe  the  moft  delicious  fympa- 
thies.  Here,  we  fee  but  little  to  cheer, 
or  exhilarate  refledion,  but  much  to  fadden 
and  deprefs  the  fpirits.     There  is,  indeed, 

a  mo- 
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A  motion,  but  it  is  fiich,  as  when  the  ptilfe 
of  life  begins  to  ftagriate,  or  like  that  of 
the  wheel  of  fomc  great  machine,  juft  4fter 
the  power  which  impelled  it,  ceafes  to 
aGt.  Here,  to  be  fbre,  you  meet  fome 
fplendid  equipages,  and  a  large  fuit^  of 
lackeys  after  a  fedan  chair  j  you  fee  a  fair 
range,  or  two,  of  houfes,  and  fbme  rich 
{hops ;  and-  you  frequently  meet  faces  fair 
enough  to  make  Circaifia  gaze;  but  all 
thefb  foarcely  compensate  for  the  painful 
fenfations  produced  by  the  general  mafs. 

Yet  the  women  iay,  that  the  focial  plea** 
furesare  more  eafily  obtained  here  than  in 
London.  They  argue,  that  the  Englifh  are 
generally  fo  intent  upon  bu{ine&,  that  they 
will  not  fpare  time  for  tieir  company,  and 
are  confequently  devoid  of  all  fcntitnental 
attachment;  that,  matrimony  bfeing  Icfs 
the  faihion  among  them,  they  are  for  ob- 
taining the  favours  of  the  fair,  by  fpeedier 
methods:  than  thofe'  df  attentions  and  re- 
fpeds,  which^  when  reciprocal,  are  among 
the  choiceft  fweets  of  life;  arid  that  public 
amufements  being  left  frequent  here,  do- 
meftic  entertainments  are  more  in  ufe. 
Thefe  are  points  I  ffiall,  not  difpute  with 

the 
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the  ladies,  though  I  am  not  convinced  or 
the  truth  of  their  arguments.  I  cannot 
help  remarking,  however,  that  the  Englilh 
are  not  fo  addided  to  the  bottle,  which  is 
as  great  an  enemy  to  fentiment  and  the 
graces,  as  either  bufinefs  or  pleafure. 

Adhering  ftriQly  to  your  advice,  I  am 
every  day  on  horfeback^  and  find  vaft  be- 
nefit from  it*  At  firft,  I  felt  myfclf  fatigued 
after  riding  ever  fo  little  j  now,  after  re^ 
peated  effays,  like  half-fledged  birds,  flut- 
tering before  they  fly,  I  make  excurfions  of 
ibme  miles,  without  being  weary.  But  the 
roads  near  the  city  are  very  bad,  and  the 
ilreets  are  fo  flippery,  that  I  dm  obliged  to 
have  my  horfe  led  out  of  town^ 

Yefterday  I  went  down  the  North 
Strand,,  catching  the  fea- breezes  as  I  rode 
along.  Summer-hill, the  fuburble  ading  to  it^ 
affords  one  of  the  mod  charming  profpeds  in 
the  world.  Before  you,  is  the  fea,  covered 
with  (hips ;  on  the  left  of  the  bay,  is  a 
country  beautifully  varied,  and  fufficiently  ^ 
drefl!ed  by  art,  to  enrich  the  landflicip ;  to 
the  right,  the  conical  mountains  of  Wick- 
low  terminate  your  view.     The  river  Lifiy, 

and 
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and.  part  of  the,  city  compofe  the  fore-grouijci 
of  this  excjuifite  piece. 

• 
SummerhiU^  as  well  for  the  beauty  of 

the  fituation*  as  purity  of  the  air,  is  be- 

iqome  the  refidence  of   feveral  perfons  of 

fortune.     I  w^s  led  to  it  a  few  days  fince^ 

to  fee  one  of  the  moft  pleafing  colledions 

of  pidlure?,  I  have  alrnoft  any  where  ob-^ 

ferved  J  and  you  will  be  the  more  furprifed 

when  I  tell  you^  that  they  are  all  copies ; 

but  they  are  copies  of  a  very  peculiar  Ibrt. 

One  of  them  taken  from  the  Galatea  of 

Raphael,  they  now  confider  as  an  original ; 

the  original  being  almoft  defaced.     They 

Were  the  property  of  a  Mr.  Moore,  who, 

during  a  long  refidence  at  Rome,  had  them 

painted    by  Albano,  and  others,  the  befl 

matters,  from  the  chef  d'oeuvres  in   that 

imperial  city. 

I  have  leen  another  colledion  here,  far 
more  valuable,  as  compofed  of  originals 
belonging  to  a  Mr.  Stewart,  whofe  fon  was 
married  to  a  daughter  of  lord  Hertford  5 
among  them  Is  a  capital  piece,  of  Chrifl  in 
the  mangier,  by  Rubens, 

.  •    •.  J)  Though 
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Though  an  amateur  of  the  fine  artSj 
I  cannot  think  that  catalogues  of  pic- 
tures are  either  worth  your  reading,  or 
my  writing,  efpecially  as  they  are  not  the 
productions  of  this  country.  You,  I  know, 
will  be  better  pleafed  with  pidures  of  life 
and  manners ;  and  were  I  a  moral  painter, 
1  fhould  be  glad  to  gratify  you.  A  fketch, 
however^  I  fhall  attempt  of  the  quondam 
owner  of  the  former  coUediori,  which,  if 
highly  finiftied,  would  exhibit  a  very  extra- 
ordinary pidure  of  human  nature. 

Born  to  a  good  eftate,  after  receiving  the 
beft  education  this  kingdom  could  give,  he 
made  the  tour  of  Europe ;  but  Rome  had 
fuch  attractions,  that  it  became  his  home  for 
ieveral  years.  There  he  engaged  in  fuch 
connexions,  as  rendered  him  for  ever  after 
eftranged  to  his  native  country,  and  enthu- 
fiaftically  devoted  to  the  houfe  of  Stuart, 
whofe  interefts  he  not  only  maintained  in 
converfation,  but  fuppor'ted  by  his  purfe. 

Upon  his  return  to  Ireland,  too  re- 
fined, perhaps,  by  Italian  virtuofojhipy 
for  the  relifh  of  his  country  neighbours^ 
he  avoided  their  company,  though  foqd 
of  fociety,  and  confeflTedly  one  of  the 
finefl    gentlemen    in    the    kingdom.     He 

there-' 
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therefore  found  himfelf  unable  to  take 
that  lead,  to  which  his  large  fortune,  and 
hi^  accompli (hments,  gave  him  fuch  jufi 
pretenfi^ns  ^  his  eAate  too  lying  in  one  of 
thofe  northern  counties,  where  whiggifm 
was  prevalent,  he  became  at  length  almoft 
fequeftered  from  the  world :  his  table  was 
frequented  by  few,  except  mere  toad- eaters j 
though  he  lived  in  a  flyle  of  magnificence  till 
then  unknown  in  that  country » 

But  his  ruling  attachment  marked  every 
adion  of  his  life.  He  was  returned  to 
parliament^  for  a  borough,  but  would  not 
take  his  feat  for  feveral  years,  to  avoid 
taking  the  oaths ;  till  at  length  a  rtile  of 
the  houle,  pointing  at  him,  was  made,  that 
whoever  did  not  take  their  feats  before  a 
certain  day,  fhould  be  expelled. 

Inftead  of  following  nature,  in  Orna- 
menting his  demefne,  he  took  up  the 
whimfical  thought  of  cutting  it  into  the 
form  of  a  tbijile.  1  have  it  from  a  gentle- 
man, who  has  often  feen  the  park,  that  he 
cut  a  deep  and  wide  trench,  of  a  mile  in 
circumference  for  the  bulb  of  the  Jlower^ 
with  double  ramparts  from  thence,  form- 
ing the  petals,  with  clumps  of  trees  re- 
preicnCing  the  down;   the  avenue  to  his 

Da  houfc 
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houfe  was  for  the  ftalk,  and  the  ieveral 
fields  branching  from  thence,  and  from 
each  other,  delineated  the  leaves.  This 
indeed  was  madnefs,  bnt  you  muft  allow 
there  was  method  in  it. 

To  the  femous  Dr.  King  of  Oxford^ 
he  committed  the  education  of  his  fon ; 
who,  inftead  of  imbibing  from  his  tutor, 
the  principles  of  his  father,  became  an  ad- 
mired charadter  in  the  court  of  England; 
which  fo  enraged  his  unnatural  parent, 
that  he  withdrew  that  fcanty  maintenance 
he  had  before  allowed  him.  Wh^  could  the 
young  man  do?  He  wa»  obliged  to  relin- 
quiih  fbr  ever  aH  title  to  ah  eftate  of  abeve 
4000/1  a  year,  for  an  annuity  of  ab&ut 
800  /,  This  tranfadion  fo  crufhed  his  Ipi- 
rits,  that  he  foon  after  died  of  a  broken 
heart. 

The  old  gentleman  had  three  daughters 
of  diftinguifhed  accompliflimen  ts.  The  firft 
gentlemen  of  the  kingdom  had  afked,  and 
had  beeri  refufed,  their  hands  ;  for  no  rea- 
fon  that  could  be  difcovered,  but  that  the 
ipolitical  principles  of  the  lb  i tors  were  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  of  Mr.  M e.  The  eldeft 

at  length  Hftened  to  the  addreffes  of  a  gen- 
tleman in  every  ref^e^t  her  equal,  a  knight 

of 
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of  a  ihirc,  and  of  a  mofi  refpedable  cha- 
rader ;  whofc  only  fault  was,  that  he  was 
deicended  of  an  old  whig  family.  From 
that  infiant  the  father  difclaimed  her  as  a 
childi  and  fettled  his  eflate  upon  one  of 
his  younger  daughters,  who  had  liTue.  Here 
you'll  lay  there  was  no  great  harm  done, 
but  mark  the  fequel. 

Id  the  neighbourhood  of  Mr.  M e 

lived  a  Mr.  St— — t,  an  old  batchelor  of 
fmall  fortune  derived  from  his  ancedor, 
who  fettled  there  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 
to  whom  he  is  faid  to  have  been  a  near 
kinfman.  This  gentleman  did  not  fail  to 
pay  his  Conflant  aiiiduities,  during  the  lail 
years  of  Mr.  M  ■  e's  life;  and  had  the 
good^  or  rather  indeed  ill  fortune,  to  in- 
finuate  hiodfelf  thoroughly  into  his  good 
graces*  It  became  the  eflabliihed  opinion 
of  this  now  doating  old   man,   that  Mr. 

S 1  was  the  next  rightful  heir  to  the 

crown  of  England,  failing  the  Pretender 
and  his  iflue.  Accordingly,  about  fix  weeks 
before  his  death,  in  the  eighty-fourth  year 
of  his  age,  being  attacked  by  a  palfy,  which 
would  have  injured  an  underflanding  even 
hitherto  unimpaired,  he  altered  his  will  in 

favour  of  Mr.  S 1,  and  difinherited  all 

his  own  children  and  grandchildren. 
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The  heirs  at  law,  however,  did  not  ao* 
quiefce  under  this  teftament,  fo  repugnant  to 
the  principles  of  equity,  and  the  common 
feelings  of  humanity.  They  litigated  it 
under  the  plea  of  an  unfound  mind  in  the 
teftator,  and  of  undue  influence  in  the  le- 
gatee. They  had,  indeed,  no  other ;  for 
the  heir  had  ufed  every  precauti(xi,  that 
the  will  fhould  be  drawn,  and  perfeded, 
according  to  all  due  folemnities  and  legal 
formalities.  Chancery  fent  it  to  be  tried 
by  a  jury  in  the  King's  Bench. 

After  atrial  of  twenty-four  hours,  the 
jurors  divided  in  opinion,  eight  being  for 
the  will,  and  four  againft  it ;  a  juror  was 
therefore  withdrawn,  and  confequently 
there  was  then  no  iffue.  In  a  few  terms 
after,  it  was  decided  by  the  fame  judges, 
and  another  jury,  who  were  unanimous 
againft  the  will.  And  thus,  for  once, 
triumphed  over  the  vain  ordinances  of 
man,  that  eternal  law  of  nature,  which  isi 
the  law  of  God.     I  am,  &c^ 
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LETTER    IV. 

Dablin. 

T  AM  growing  very  fond  of  Dublin ;  I  fhall 
not  be  able  to  leave  it  without  regret. 
My  letters  of  credit  and  recommendatioa 
have  procured  me  full  as  many  invitations 
as  I  could  have  wiihed.  It  is  cuflomary  for 
almoft  every  gentleman^  who  dines  with 
your  friend,  to  aj(k  you  for  a  day;  nay^ 
they  will  fometimes  invite  the  whole  com- 
pany to  be  of  your  party.  This  hofpitable 
cufiom  is  ilill  very  prevalent,  though  not  fo 
much,.  I  am  told^  as  it  has  been. 

With  refpeft  to  drinking,  I  have  been 
happily  difappointed  ;  the  bottle  is  circu- 
lated freely,  but  not  to  that  exccfs  we  have 
heard  it  was,  and  I  of  courfe  dreaded  to 
find.  ,  Common  fenfe  is  refuming  her  em- 
pire ;  the  practice  of  cramming  guefts  is 
already  exploded,  and  that  of  gorging  them 
is  daily  lofing  ground.  Wherever  I  have  yet 
been,  I  was  always  defired  to  do  juft  as  I 
would  chufe ;  nay,  I  have  been  at  fome 
tables,  where  the  pradice  of  drinking 
healths,  at  dinner,  was  entirely  laid  afide. 

Let 
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Let  the  cuftom  originate  whence  it  may,  it 
is  now  unnecefTary ;  in  many  cafes  it  is 
unfeafbnable,  and  in  all  fuperfluous. 

The  tables  of  the  firft  fafhion  are  covered 
juft  as  in  London ;  I  can  fee  fcarcely  any 
diflerence,  tmlefs  it  be  that  there  is  more 
variety  here.  Well-bred  people,  of  dif- 
ferent countries,  approach  much  nearer  to 
each  other  in  their  manners,  than  thole 
who  have  not  feen  the  world.  This  is 
vifible  in  the  living  of  the  merchants  of 
London  and  Dublin ;  with  thefe,  you  never 
fee  a  Hinted  dinner,  at  two  o'clock,  with  a 
glafe  of  port  after  it ;  but,  you  find  a  table, 
not  only  plentifully,  but  luxurioufly  fpread, 
with  choice  of  wines,  both  at  dinner,  and 
after  it ;  and,  which  gives  the  higheft  zeft 
to  the  entertainment,  your  hoft  receives  you 
with  fuch  an  appearance  of  liberality,  and 
indeed  urbanity,  as  is  very  pleafing.  Here, 
they  betray  no  attention  to  the  counter, 
difcover  no  fombrous  gloom  of  computa- 
tion, but  difplay  an  open  franknefs  and 
f^'       focial  vivacity  of  fpirit. 

I  have  been  more  than  once  entertained 
with  a  hiftory  of  the  good-fellowjhip  of  this 

qouqtry, 
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country,  by  perfons  who  look  back  with 
horror  on  the  Icenes  of  their  youth ;  when 
there  was  no  refifiing  the  torrent  of  fafhion. 
They  teli  you,  that  a  large  goblet  called  a 
confiabk^  ufcd  to  be  placed  on  the  table  in  ^ 
terrorem,  which  he  who  flinched  his  glafs, 
was  obliged  to  drink.  They  have  recounted 
with  rueful  countenances,  what  conftables 
have  been  fwallowed,  what  doors  have  been 
locked,  what  imprifbnments  have  been  en* 
dured,  before  they  were  finijhed^  i.  e.  icnt 
away  like  fleckered  darknefs^  reeling  before 
the  fun's  j^th^  and  Titan's  burning  wheels. 
I  am  for  Horace's  mh^ 

Siccet  inequales  callces  conviva  folutus 
Infanis  legibus,  feu  cjuis  capic  acria  forcis 
Pocula,  feu  modicis  humefcic  laetius. 

The  toping  part  of  the  world  may,  how- 
ever, defend  itfelf  upon  the  authority  of 
the  Grecian  laws  of  drinking,  reported 
^nd  approved  by  Cicero.  Lex  efi  quce  in 
Grcecorum  conviviis  obtineiur^  aut  bibat  aut 
abeat.  Et  re&e.  Aut  enim  fruatur  aliquis 
pariter  cum  aliis  voluptate  potandi  j  aut  ne 
fobrius  in  violentiam  vinolentorum  incidat 
(fnU  difcedat, 

Hofpitality 


t. 
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Hofpitality  is  unqueftionably  a  virtue, 
yet  1  fufped,  that  what  is  commonly  fo 
called,  is  not  the  charaderiflic  virtue  of  a 
very  civilized,  certainly  not  of  any  trading 
nation.  Dublin  is^  I  fuppofe,  the  leaft 
hofpitable  part  of  Ireland.  In  fome  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  which  I  purpofe  vifiting, 
I  am  told  that  a  beggar  comes  in,  fits  down^ 
and  fares  as  the  reft  of  the  family ;  and 
that  green  grow  the  grafs  before  your  door^ 
is  their  mod  malicious  imprecation. 

If  London  be  lefs  hofpitable  than  Dublin, 
it  fhould  be  confidered  that  a  flranger  is  a 
greater  rarity  here  than  there.  Wherever 
the  means  of  accommodation  are  univer- 
fally  at  hand,  there  the  reafon  of  gratuitous 
entertainment  ccafes.  Indeed,  if  a  perfon 
be  in  a  country  where  the  comforts  of  life 
are  not  to  be  purchafed,  and  if  he  be  taken 
in  and  entertained,  this  fhould  be  called  hu- 
pnanity.  True  hofpitality  is  quite  another 
thing;  and  this  my  fond  partiality  leads 
me  to  think  is  flill  to  be  found,  in  as 
high  a  degree  in  England,  as  in  any  other 
(Country. 

The  old  Britons  were  as  hofpitable  as  the 
pld  Milcfi^ns,  yet  the  want  of  this  endearing 

quality 
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quality  is  objeded  to  them  by  Scaiiger,  among 
his  other  reproaches  of  the  Englifh  nation. 
As  to  the  hofpitibus  feros  Britannos^  it  docs 
not  refer  to  this  difpofition,  but  to  that 
alperity  with  which  they  treated  the  Ro- 
mans, who  invaded  their  country.  In  thofe 
parts  of  England,  where  they  fubfift  left 
by  commerce  than  agriculture,  this  antient 
virtue  is  ftill  to  be.  found :  and  even  in 
Ireland,  we  muft  go  to  the  remote  parts,  if 
we  would  fee  it  in  perfe6tion.  Wherever 
the  fpirit  of  commerce  has  taken  full  poffef- 
fion,  there  hofpitality  is  quite  excluded ; 
they  cannot  exift  together;  the  one  goes 
but  as  the  other  comes  in.  Is  there  (uch 
a  word  as  hofpitality  in  a  Dutch  didionary  ? 
If  there  is,  it  muft  be  marked  as  obfolete. 

Though  I,  and  other  Englifli  who  come 
here,  fhould  be  lofers,  J  wifh  moft  heartily 
that  this  country  were  lefs  hofpitable  than 
it  is,  for  then  I  fhould  hope  to  fee  it  in  a 
iphere  above  fuch  little  attentions.  And 
though  I  very  highly  prize  the  charader, 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  Irifh  pride 
themfelves  too  much  upon  it»  They  fliould 
refled,  if  hofpitality  has  continued  longer 
goqiong  th^m  than  us,  that  was  only  becaufe 

they 
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they  were  longer  opprefled  by  a  feudal  go- 
vernment :  which  give  birth  to  a  ctifiom 
here  called  cojhering^  the  iource  of  the  moft 
grievous  exadions.  The  lord  of  the  foil 
came  with  his  retinue,  and  lived  with  his 
vafials  as  long  as  they  could  fupfJy  hira 
with  fubfiftence.  All  things  became  in 
common,  and  the  opprefTed  flave  thought 
himfelf  honoured  in  being  reduced  to  beg- 
gary, by  giving  his  meat  and  drink  with  a 
good  grace  and  cheerful  countenance. 
Thefe  manners  furvived  after  their  cauie 
Was  happily  removed. 

If  you  prefer  the  xxaexx  of  this  country 
for  their  hofpitality,  and  the  women  for 
their  beauty,  you  are  likely  to  live  well 
with  them.  The  ladies  are,  I  believe,  full 
as  handfome  as  ours,  yet  it  was  fometime 
before  I  could  bring  myfolf  to  think  fo.  I 
have  been  feveral  times  at  the  New  Gar- 
dens, the  only  place  of  public  refort 
at  prefent ;  the  firft  time  I  was  there, 
I  fhould  have  been  a  very  niggard  in  my 
praife  of  Irifh  beauty  ;  the  fecond  time, 
I  thought  belter  of  it,  and  could  pick  out 
many  pretty  faces  ;  now  I  have  not  the 
fmallefl  doubt,  but  that  perfonal  perfedions 

are 
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are  difiributed  here,  in  as  full  meafure  and 
proportion,  as  on  our  fide  the  channel. 

We  ihould  not  be  precipitate  in  ouir  deci- 
fiona  upon  qucAions  of  this  nature ;  I  was 
at  firft  deceived  merely  by  the  diderent 
modes  of  dre^s.  Feathers,  and  other  or- 
naments, have  not  yet  made  their  way  hi- 
ther. It  mnfi,  however,  be  confefled,  that 
the  middle  rajuks  here  want  that  art  of  fet- 
ting  off  their  beauty^  and  difplaying  t^teir 
charms,  that  they  have  ia  London.  But 
ladies  of  f^Aiion  ace  juft  as  you  fee  them 
there,  with  all  that  exad  and  finiflied  n^at- 
nefs,  which  enters  into  the  chara£ter  of 
Bn^i(b  fbmales. 

They  are  iaid  not  to  walk  as  weQ  as 
with  usw  If  the  fa£l  be  fo,  I  (hould  rather 
attribute  it  to  the  badae&  of  the  ftreets, 
thaa  to  any  wrongs  conformation  of  limbs.  ' 
A  fiiraager  may  be  eafily  deceived  in  this 
refped,  as  these  is  a  numerous  clafs  of 
women,  wbo  walk  the  fireets  of  London, 
that  is  almofl  unknown  here.  So  that  it  is 
difficult  to  form  a  true  eftimate.  In  ano- 
ther generation,  when  the  fides  of  theie 
flreets  are  flaggol,  the  ladies  of  Dublin  may 

be 
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be  as  much  praifed,  for  their  walking,  as 
thoife  of  London. 

It  is  deemed  almoft  a  reproach  for  a 
gentlewoman  to  be  feen  walking  theie 
ftrccts.  An  old  lady  of  quality  told  mo 
lad  night,  when  fpeaking  on  this  fubjedt, 
that  for  her  part,  truly  (he  had  not  once 
walked  over  Eflex  Bridge,  fince  fhe  was  a 
girl.  Now  Eflex  Bridge  is  the  grand  pafa 
here,  as  Charing  Crofs  is  in  London.  As 
ihe  had  nearly  lofl  the  ufe  of  her  limbs,  I 
fuppofe  fhe  thought  her  confequence  was 
proportionably  enhanced  in  my  eyes. 

If  it  were  not  for  dancing,  of  which  they 
are  paflionately  fond,  the  poor  girls  mufl: 
all  become  cripples.  It  is  impoffible  they 
ihould  excel  in  what  they  do  not  pra£Ufe ; 
but,  if  they  walk  ill,  .they  certainly  dance 
well.  For  laft  night,  you  mufl  know,  I 
was  at  a  ball,  and  never  enjoyed  one  more 
in  my  life.  There  is  a  fweet  affability 
and  fparkling  vivacity  in  thefe  girls,  which 
is  very  captivating.     I  am,  &c. 
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LETTER    V. 

Dublin^ 

npHE  theatres  being  now  fhut,  I  can 
fay  nothing  of  them  that  you  don't 
jknow;  for  as  Dnblin  has  long  been  our 
feminary  for  players,  there  is  fcarce  any 
thing  relative  to  it,  we  are  better  acquainted 
with,  than  the  hiflory  of  its  ftage.  Let  me 
then  introduce  two  articles,  which  will  at 
leaft  have  novelty  to  recommend  them,  I 
mean  the  whe^l  car^  and  the  noddy. 

The  former  is  a  machine  drawn  by  a 
fingle  horfe,  generally  lean  as  Rofinante, 
and  is  compofed  of  two  (hafts,  with  three 
or  four  tranfums  behind  the  horfe,  fup- 
ported  by  wheels  of  folid  timber,  of  about 
two  feet  and  a  half  in  diameter.  This  is  a 
general  fubftitutc  for  the  waggon  in  the 
country,  and  for  the  cart  in  town ;  and 
therefore  cannot  fail  of  conveying  an  idea 
of  poverty,  to  one  jufl  come  from  Eng- 
land. It  might,  however,  be  very  ufeful 
to  the  Englifli  farmer,  upon  many  occa- 
iions ;  and  in  London,  it  might  ferve  for 
th^  carriage  of  fmall  parcels,  where  two 
^  horfes 
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horfes  are  not  neceffary,  and  where  thd 
porters  wooden  horfe  is  not  fufiScient. 

The  other  vehicle  called  a  noddy^  which 
plies  the  ftreets  iiere,  is  no  more  than  a 
iingle  horjfe  chaife,  witb  a  &z,t  for  the  driver 
upon  the  fhafts ;  fo  that  the  rump  ^  the 
horfe  is  at  his  mouthy  and  his  rump  at  the 
mouth  of  the  perfon  in  the  chaiiej,  than 
which  nothing  can  be  more  indelicate.  It  is 
ufed,  however^  only  by  the  loweft  orders  of 
citizens,  who  hire  carriaigc^  It  has  itsname,^ 
I  fuppofe^  from  the  nutation  of  its  motion. 

From  the  general  badnefs  of  the  ftreets, 
hackney-*coaches  are  more  frequent  in  pro* 
portion  than  in  Londion,  and  fedaxi  chairs 
are  very  where  as  common  as  about  Sl 
James's.  From  thid  circumftance,  one 
would  argue  for  the  opulence  of  the  city 
of  Dublin  5  hut  it  only  proves  that  many 
families  of  difiindion  r^de  here.  As  you 
may  make  a  barometer  of  any  fluid,  fo  may 
you  eftimate  the  wealth  of  a  nation  from 
various  phaenomena. 

One  pretty  fure  fign  of  poverty  is,  that^ 
though  there  are  Jews  here,  there  are  not 
enow  to  form  a  conftant  and  regular  iyna- 

gogue. 
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gogue.  Another  which  fblicits  your  atteil^ 
tioh  as  you  walk  the  ftreets^  is  the  wretched 
harridans  who  ply  for  hire.  Thefe,  covered 
with  tattered  weeds,  are  the  moft  horrid 
mifcreants  that  ever  degraded  human  na- 
ture. With  vociferations  that  would  ilartle 
deafnefs,  and  execrations  that  would  appal 
blafphexny,  they  celebrate  their  midnight 
orgies,  to  the  reproach  of  magiftracy,  the 
fcandal  of  decency,  and^the  terror  of  Ib- 
bricty4 

Leagued  with  thefe  firollers,  are  the 
bands  of  robbers  who  infefi  this  ilUpo- 
liced  city,  and  render  it  dangerous  to  the 
paffenger  who  walks  at  night.  My  banker 
recommended  to  me  a  lodging  in  Capel- 
Street)  nfcar  Effex-Bridge,  affigning  this 
reafbn,  that  as  it  was  the  mod  public  part  of 
the.  town^  I  was  in  lefs  danger  of  being  rob- 
bed coming  home  late :  for  it  feems,  that 
even  two  chairmen  are  not  a  fufiicient  pro-* 
tedion.  Newgate  is  now  full  of  thefe  ruf-* 
fians,  and  it  is  thought  that  few  of  them 
can  efcape  the  fentence  of  the  law ;  but 
many  complain,  that  through  an  ill-judged 
lenity,  reprieves  are  too  frequently  fought^ 
and  too  eafily  obtained.  It  were,  how- 
ever,   devoutly  to   be  wifhed,  that  fome 

£  other 
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otker  punifhmei^t  than  the  gallows  could 
be  thought  of  for  fuch  male^idors.  To 
them  flavery  would  be  more  terrible  than 
death.  Policy  unites  with  humanity,  in 
pleading  for  the  lives  of  all,  except  of  thofe 
who  have  imbrued  their  hands  in  blood. 

The  hawkers  of  newSy  and  cleaners  of 
ihoes,  fill  up  the  meafure  of  apparent  po^ 
verty  in  Dublin.  The  fitth  of  their  bodies 
is  ofienfive,  and  their  manners  (hocking  91 
their  outrages  upon  decency  difguft  you  at 
every  corner ;  and  their  fevcral  cries,  infi- 
nitely more  fbnorous  than  ours,  tingfe  in 
your  ears,  with  all  the  eni?aging  vadations* 
of  the  brogue. 

The  ftrect  leading  to  the  cathedral  of  St. 
Patrick  is  ib  noifome,  that  it  is  necefi»}r 
to  i^op  one's  nofe  in  pafiing  through  it.  No» 
wonder  that  poor  Swift  was  io  chagrined 
with  hi^  fituatfon  as  dean  of  St  Patfick's^^;* 
it  was  a  fad  rcverfe  from  the  zenith  of  fa- 
vouritifm  m  the  court  of  England.  To- 
fpend  thofe  talents  upon  the  forry  fubjedf 
of  copper  coin,  which  had  been  employed 
upon  the  ftate  of  Europe;  and  in  withftand- 
ing  the  corruptions  of  an  Irifti  miniftry, 
to  wafte  the  evening  of  a  life^  the  meridian 

of 
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of  which  had  given  luflre  to  the  councils  of 
Britain,  was  enough  to  four  a  temper  mora 
meek  than  the  Dean's.  He  has  been  heard  to 
fay,  ^  I  am  not  of  this  vile  country  ;'*  yet  he, 
of  all  her  fbns,  feems  to  have  loved  her  the 
beft. 

In  this  extenfive  city,  are  but  feven  ot 
eight  coffee-houfes,  and  they  are  reforted  to 
for  tea  and  cofiee  only,  not  as  thofe  in  Lon^^ 
don  for  dinners  and  fuppers.  The  firft 
day  I  fpent  here,  I  dined  at  a  chop-houfe 
in  EiTcx^ftreet,  where  I  found  a  variety  of 
the  beft  things,  and  the  charges  nearly  as 
in  London.  There  are,  I  am  told^  three 
or  four  more  of  thefe  equally  good ;  yet 
fuch  places  arc  novel  in  Dublin.  Their 
Hotels  have  been  all  fet  up  within  a  few 
years,  fome  of  which  are  faid  to  be  ele- 
gant ^  I  lay  the  firft  night  in  that  of  LifFey 
Street,  it  being  next  to  me ;  and  found  it 
very  tolerable. 

But  you  are  tired  with  thefe  unimportant 
details,  which  I  only  fet  down  to  imprefs 
you  more  ftrongly  with  an  idea  of  the  place 
I  write  from.  Let  me  then  conclude  with 
fome  account  pf  my  expedition  to  Tarah  ; 
which,  by  a  little  variation  of  its  old  name 

E  3  Teamor 
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Teamor  into  Temorah,  ha^  given  titk  to 
one  of  the  heroic  poems  of  Offian^  fbn  of 
Fingal. 

This  famous  hill,  fituate  above  eighteen 
miles  from  Dublin,  was  at  a  diftance  too 
great  for  me  to  ride  to  it  with  pleafure,  fo 
I  took  a  poft-chaife,  accompanied  by  a  gen- 
tleman, whofe  extenfive  knowledge,  and 
communicative  temper,  rendered  the  jaunt 
very  pleafant. 

After  reading  the  pompous  accounts  of 
the  triennial  conventions  at  Tarah,  where 
the  monarch,  provincial  kings,  and  ilib- 
ordinate  toparchs,  folemnly  aiTembled  to 
adjufi  rights,  enact  laws  and  promulge  them, 
one  would  naturally  expeS  that  there  might 
Aill  remain  at  leafi  fome  mouldering  heap  of 
that  vaft  edifice  wherein  the  States-general 
met.  The  very  fame  expedation  is  raifed 
by  the  etymologift,  who  alTurcs  you  that 
Teamor  is,  literally  interpreted,  the  great 
houfe. 

How  then  muft  you  be  furprricd  to  hear,, 
that  there  is  not  even  the  veftige  of  a  pa- 
lace to  be  traced ;  nay,  that  the  very  hill 
itfelf  is  evidence  enough  to  prove,  that 
there  never  could  have  been  a  confiderable 

ho  ufe 
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houfe  of  ftone  and  lime  upon  it  The  cir- 
cular forts  indeed  ftill  remain,  in  which  the 
feveral  chiefs  ufed  either  to  pitch  their  tents, 
or  to  ereft  other  temporary  flieds ;  but  theie 
veryintrenchments  evince,  that  ftone  build- 
ings were  not  fo  much  as  thought  of  for  this 
eminence. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  deny  that  the  mo- 
narch might  have  had  for  his  own  refidence, 
a  ftone  houfe,  fbmewhere  near  this  hill; 
perhaps  at  the  foot  of  it,  where  the  earl  of 
Meath's  houfe  now  ftands.  But  even  this 
is  problematical,  efpecially  when  we  con- 
fider,  that  the  palace,  in  which  king 
John  entertained  the  Irifti  kings,  in  this 
very  city,  was  reared  by  himfelf,  and  made 
of  hurdles.  From  the  defcription  of  Pem- 
broke Caftle,  built  ex  virgis  &  cefpite  tenuij 
by  Arnglphus  de  Montgomery,  fon  of  the 
great  earl  of  Shropftiire,  it  is  plain  that 
ftone  buildings  were  unufual  among  the 
Britons  about  the  fame  period. 

Tarah  riles  majcftic  in  a  moft  extenfive 
plain,  north- weft  of  Dublin.  From  the  bot- 
tom to  the  fummit,  where  the  royal  aflem- 
bly  fat,  it  is  faid  to  be  at  leaft  a  mile  in 
length  \  Dut  the  acclivity  is  fo  very  gentle, 

that 


54  A  PHILOSOPHICAL  SURVEY 

that  it  does  not  appear  to  be  of  any  great 
height.  In  fome  dired^ions,  the  eye  reaches 
tp  an  immenfe  diiiance,  and  the  profped 
is  upon  the  whole  very  pleafant,  thouglvby 
no  means  rich  j  the  country  being  ipoftly 
nnder  ftopk,  with  but  few  gentlemen's  ieats, 
two  fteeples,  and  one  town  to  embellifli  the 
landfkip.     Farewell. 


LETTER    VI. 


Dubldi. 


C  I N  C  E  my  laft,  I  have  been  to  fee  fome 
^  of  the  beautiful  fcenes  of  the  cotinty 
Wicklow ;  which  is  truly  a  charming  coun- 
try, abounding  with  romantic  views,  very 
like  the  good  parts  of  Wales.  The  Glin 
of  the  Downs,  Dargle,  and  Water-fall  of 
Powers-court,  are  celebrated ;  but  fuch  lub- 
jeds  appear  to  me  much  fitter  for  the  pencil 
than  the  pen. 

I  have  been  alfo  at  Carton,  the  feat  of 
the  duke  of  Leinfter,  in  the  county  Kil- 
dare.  Of  this  nobleman,  it  may,  I  believe 
be  faid,  that  he  is  the  beft  appointed  of  any 
in  Europe,  both  for  a  town  and^ country 
houfe.     Near  it  is  Caftletown,  the  feat  of 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Gbnolly,  the  greateft  commoner  in  the 
kingdom ;  whofe  houfe  is  fitted  up  in  the 
moft  elegant  modern  tafle,  and  whofe  mode 
of  living  is  in  the  higheft  flyle  of  hofpita- 
lity.  He  has  a  public  news  or  coffee- room» 
for  the  common  refort  of  his  guefls  in 
boots,  where  he  who  goes  away  early  may 
breakfafly  or  who  comes  in  late  may  dine, 
or  he  who  would  chufe  to  go  to  bed,  may  m 
fup  before  the  reft  of  the  family.  This  is,  ^ 
almofi,  princely,  ' 

All  the  outlets  of  Dublin  are  pleafant, 
but  this  is  fuperlatively  fo  which  leads 
through  Leixlip,  a  neat  little  village, 
about  feven  miles  from  Dublin,  up  the 
Lifiey  j  whofe  banks  being  prettily  tufted 
with  wood,  and  enlivened  by  gentlemen's 
feats,  afford  a  variety  of  landfkips,  beau- 
tiful beyond  defcription.  Near  the  village 
is  a  venerable  old  houfe,  feated  on  an 
eminence,  where  lord  Townfhend  fpent 
his  fummers,  while  chief  governor;  and 
which  the  late  Lord  Primate  ufed  as  his 
country-'feat. 

Stone  was  a  man  of  confiderable  abilities^ 
but  mpre  of  the  politician  than  the  pre- 
late, he  devoted  his  life  to  the  fupporting 

^  a  party 
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d  party  in*  tho  Irifb  parliament.  It  is  faid 
that  when  he  went  over  to  London,  to  con- 
fult  the  gentlemen  of  your  faculty  on  his 
ftate  of  health,  he  very  candidly  faid  to 
them,  "  Look  not  upon  me  as  an  ordinary 
churchman,  or  incident  to  their  difeafes,  but 
as  a  man  who  has  injured  his  conftitution  by 
fitting  up  late,  and  rifing  early  to  do  the  bu- 
(inefs  of  government  in  Ireland," 

They  confider  his  death  an  asra  in  the 
polity  of  this  kingdom ;  for  had  he  lived 
till  now,  he  would  have  been  always  one 
of  the  Lords  Juftices,  with  the  power  of 
the  whole  i  ai)d  of  coyrfe  bufinefs  would 
have  been  condvi(3ed  in  the  ufual  way. 
Adminiftration  would  have  continued  to 
throw  all  its  power  into  his  hands  ;  who 
made  fo  proper  a  ufe  of  it,  that  the  perpe- 
tual refidence  of  viceroys  would  not  havf 
beep  thought  neceffary. 

.  In  this  nation  are  three  or  four  grandees, 
who  have  fuch  an  influence  in  the  houie  of 
commons,  that  their  coalition  would,  at  any 
time,  give  them  a  clear  majority  upon  any 
queftion.  It  has,  therefore,  always  been  a 
maxim  of  government  to  difunite  thefe 
faQiovis   chiefs.     And,  ftill  farther  to  dif- 

^blc 
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able  oppofition,  it  has  been  thought  expe- 
dient to  difcngage  as  much  as  poffibIe,^thc 
followers  from  their  leaders.  This  was  at- 
tempted by  lord  Chefterfield,  fo  early  as 
the  year  1 745  j  but  his  ftay  was  too  Ihort 
to  effed  it. 

Formerly,  thcfe  principals  ufed  to  ftipu- 
late  with  each  new  Lord  Lieutenant,  whofe 
office  was  biennial,  and  refidence  but  for 
fix  months,  upon  what  terms  they  would 
carry  the  king's  bufinefs  through  the  houfe ; 
fo  that  they  might,  not  improperly,  be 
called  undertakers.  They  provided,  that 
the  difpofai  of  all  court  favours,  whether 
places,  penfions,  or  preferments,  fhould  pafs 
through  their  hands,  in  order  to  keep  their 
fuite  in  an  abfolute  ftate  of  dependence 
upon  themfelves.  All  applications  were 
made  by  the  leader,  who  claimed,  as  a  right, 
the  privilege  of  gratifying  his  friends  in 
proportion  to  their  numbers. 

Whenever  fuch  demands  were  not  com- 
plied with,  then  the  meafures  of  govern- 
ment were  fure  to  be  croffed  and  obftruded ; 
and  the  lefllon  of  parliament  became  a 
conftant  ftruggle  for  power,  between  the 
heads  of  parties  j  who  ufed  to  force  them- 
felves 
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fclvcs  into  the  office  of  Lord  Juflice^  accord* 
ing  to  the  prevalence  of  their  intereil. 

On  lord  Townftiend  devolved  the  arduous 
tafk  of  diffolving  thcfe  fadions,  fo  fre- 
quently turbulent  in  the  Irifti  parliament. 
He  fet  out  with  an  adion  fo  popular,  that 
the  mob  took  the  horfes  from  his  coach, 
and  drew  him  from  the  Parliament  HouDb 
to  the  Caftle.  This  deed  fo  pleafing  to  the 
people,  was  giving  the  royal  affent  to  a  bill, 
brought  in,  by  the  famous  patriot  Dr.  Lucas, 
for  limiting  the  duration  of  parliaments  to 
eight  years.  But  they  how  begin  to  think 
that  this  favourite  Jaw  is  of  no  other  ufe, 
but  to  increafe  the  value  of  boroughs  j  a 
fingle  feat  in  one  of  which  fells  for  2000  /. 
at leaft. 

But  his  Lordfliip's  popularity  did  not  laft 
long.  By  diverting  the  channel  of  court 
favour,  or  rather  by  dividing  it  into  a  mul- 
titude of  little  ftreams,  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  taught  to  look 
up  to  him,  not  only  as  the  fource,  but  as 
the  difpenfer  of  every  gratification.  Not 
even  a  commiffion  in  the  revenue,  worth 
above  40/.  a  year,  could  be  difpofed  of 
without  his  approbation.     Thus  were  the 

old 
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old  undertakers  given  to  underlland,  that 
there  ws^s  another  way  of  doing  bufineis 
than  through  them.  It  was  not,  however, 
without  much  violence  on  both  fides,  that 
he  at  length  effcGted  his  purpofe.  The  im- 
mediate fufierers  did  not  fail  to  call  this  al- 
teration in  the  fyfiem  of  governing,  an  in- 
novation ;  and,  under  various  pretences,  to 
fpirit  up  the  people  to  adopt  their  refent- 
roents. 

The  conteft  produced  a  feries  of  politi- 
cal letters  in  the  public  prints,  replete  with 
wit  and  humour,  infericy,  perhaps,  to  no- 
thing of  the  kind,  except  the  letters  of 
Junius.  They  are  now  bound  up  in  one 
volume,  under  the  title  of  Baratariana  ; 
fVom  allufion  to  the  iiland  of  Barataria,  of 
which  Sancho  was  made  governor  by  Don 
Qpixot. 

Lord  Harcourt  now  finds  the  parliament 
of  Ireland  full  asobfequious  as  that  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  from  that  courteous  deport- 
ment,  which,  every  where  pleafing,  is  here 
particularly  engaging,  he  is  as  popular  as 
aay  man  can  well  be  expeded  to  be  in  his 
ilation,  which  is  of  fucn  a  ticklifh  nature, 
that  ^diun^ugere  eft  triumphus. 

i....  Having 
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Having  now,  I  flatter  myfelf,  given  you 
a  tolerable  notion  of  Dublin  and  its  envi- 
rons ;  I  purpofe  fetting  out  in  a  day  or  two 
to  vifit  the  principal  places  in  the  fouth  of 
the  kingdom.  I  prefer  a  fouthern  to  a 
northern  tour,  not  only  as  the  climate  muft 
be  better  ;  but  becaufe  the  north  is  in  a 
thriving  flate  of  manufadure,  and  there- 
fore cannot  be  fuppofed  to  differ  fo  widely 
from  England,  as  a  country  where  neither 
manufadures  nor  agriculture  flourifli. 

A  flight  fleet ch  of  the  geography  of  this 
country,  may  enable  you  the  better  to  trace 
me  without  a  map.  Ireland  is  divided  in- 
to four  provinces^  Ulfter,  Conaught,  Lein-. 
fter,  and  Munfter.  The  laft  is  to  the  S. 
and  the  firft  to  the  N.  Leinfter  is  to  the  E. 
and  Conaught  to  the  W. 

Leinfter  (in  which  is  Dublin,  about  mid- 
way removed  from  either  extremity  of  the 
kingdom)  is  the  moft  level,  and  beft  cultiva- 
ted; Ulfter  the  moft  barren  and  nlountainous, 
but  the  moft  thriving  and  populous ;  Munfter 
the  moft  fertile,  yet  the  leaft  thriving  upon 
the  whole ;  the  increafe  of  people  in  her  cities 
not  compenfating  her  internal  depopulati- 
on :  Conaught  is  faid  to  increafe  in  num- 
bers^ 
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bers,  by  introducing  the  linen  trade  into  the 
parts  bordering  upon  Ulfter  5  though  its 
capital  is  declining,  and  its  moil  fertile 
parts,  like  thofe  of  Munfter,  are  verging  to 
depopulation. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  fbon,  and  dired 

to  me  at  Mr.  B 's,  Corke.     My  future 

progrefs  will,  I  hope,  furnifh  materials  of 
more  importance,  or,  at  lead,  of  more  no- 
velty ;  for  hitherto  I  have  moved  in  a  very 
beaten  path.  I  (hall  write  from  every  great 
town  in  my  route.     Vive  &  vale. 


LETTER    VII. 


Kildare,  Aaguft  21,  1775. 

T  Set  out  this  morning  from  Dublin,  with 
^  only  half  a  dozen  (hirts  in  my  portman- 
teau, to  leave  room  for  fuch  books,  relative 
to  Ireland,  as  feemed  the  fitteft  to  prepare 
me  for  a  local  infpe£lion.  Sir  John  Davies's 
Hiftorical  Relations  and  Spencer's  View  are 
my  pocket  companions :  enow,  I  prefume, 
to  fill  up  the  vacant  intervals  at  an  inn. 

I  purpdfe  giving  you  (ketches  of  the 
country  through  which  I  travel,  that  you 

may 


62  A  PHILOSOPHICAL  SURVEY 

may  have  fonic  idea  of  its  preient  ftate, 
whether  nattaral  or  improved.  But  left  they 
Ihould  feem  overcharged  with  ftill  life,  I 
Ihall  heighten  the  profpedl  with  human 
figures  as  they  prefent  themfel ves  i  and  to 
vary  the  fcenery,  retrofpediive  views  of 
manners,  cuftoms,  and  arts  (hall  be  inter- 
fperfed. 

« 

You  are  not  to  expedJ  either  order  or  me- 
thod in  the  arrangement  df  my  obfer vations : 
I  (hall  fet  them  down  as  they  occur,  With^ 
out  much  attention  to  time,  place,  or  other 
accident.     All  I  fhall  promife  is,  fidelity  in 
reporting  fads.     And  if  I  fhould  fometimes 
mifs  my  way  in  tracing  caufes  from  their 
efFeds,  candour  will  fuggeft  to  you  in  ex- 
tenuation, how  difiicult  it  is  for  one  who  is  a 
ftranger,  and  alone,  to  come  in  a  (hort  time 
at  the  knowledge  of  many  things,   which 
the  natives   might  wonder  how  any  one 
could  be  ignorant  of.     There   are   indeed 
certain  charaderiftics  in  this  country,  which 
he  that  runs  may  read  :   yet  I  do  not  find 
that  any  traveller  has  been  at  the  pains  to 
point  them  out     I  bpgin  to  wifh  I  had  fct 
out  earlier,  for  my  tdur  muft  now  be  li- 
mited by  the  feafon,  and  I  muft  either  fore- 
go 
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go  the  fight  of  fbme  places  I  would  wifh  to 
fee^  or  ipend  too  little  time  in  each  to  get 
any  iatisd^ory  iiiformation. 

My  objed  ia  not  only  to  &c  the  hce  of 
the  country,  and  learn  its  prefent  flate^  but 
alfi^  to  compare  this  fbite,  with  what  it  has 
been,  and  what  it  might  be.  And  ia  judg- 
ing of  national  charader,  I  w^oold  be  for 
making  a  cat dul  di&rimination,  between 
phyfical  and  mofal  can&s^  between  the  ope- 
rations of  nature  and  the  iofiuence  of  ^ 
yernment» 

This  is  but  a  poor  town,  coniifting  of  a 
£cw  Mattered  houfes ;  the  inn  however  is 
a  Tciy  good  one»  The  country  for  ieveral 
miles  on  this  fide  Dublin  is  flat,  like  that 
found  London  ;  but  it  is  not  like  it  either 
m  the  multitude  or  magnitude  of  the  trees, 
^nd  iHU  le&  £>  in  the  appearance  of  the 
hou&s  on  the  jroad  fide.  The  Erft  village 
I  pai&d  through,,  about  feven  miles  froa> 
Dublint  Rathcool  I  think  they  call  it,  was 
moAty  oompc^d  of  clay  huts,  which  are 
ibm^imes,  you  know,  both  warm  and  neat  ^ 
but  theie  were  fo  aukwardly  built,  and  fo 
irregulariy  arranged,  that  even  Wales  would 
have  been  alhamed  of  them.    It  hurt  me 

to 
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to  (ee  them  fo  near  the  capital,  where  thd 
landlkip  was  fo  prettily  chequered  by  abun-» 
dance  of  little  white  villas,  fpangling  the 
country  all  around,  and  rendering  it  upon 
the  whole  very  delightful. 

Naas,  fourteen  miles  from  Dublin,  is  but  a 
fhabby  looking  place  for  a  borough  and 
fhire  town.  But  there  are  fome  pleafant 
feats  near  it,  and  the  grounds  begin  to  fwell 
into  gentle  undulations,  which  gives  a  fwcct 
variety  to  that  rich  corn  country. 

On  the  road  hither  is  the  ruin  of  a  mag* 
nificent  houfe,  begun,  but  never  finifhed, 
by  Earl  Strafford,  when  Lord  Lieutenant. 
Near  this,  about  thirty  of  our  miles  from 
Dublin,  is  the  Curragh  of  Kildare;  where 
all  great  matches  are  run.  It  is  the  New- 
market of  Ireland :  and  the  fportfmen  tell 
you  that  the  turf  is  equal  to  any  in  England. 
It  is  a  fpacious  common  and  Iheep-walk. 
Government  gives  annually  two  prizes  of 
one  hundred  pounds  each  to  be  run  for 
here.  Thefe  were  originally  given  at  the 
fuggeftion  of  Sir  William  Temple  5  who,^ 
among  other  fchemes  for  the  improvement 
of  Ireland,  recommended  this  with  a  view 
of  mending  the  breed  of  horfes. 

As 
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As  this  ground  was  famous  for  horfe- 
racing  long  before  kings  plates. were  cfta- 
bliftied  here,  I  vainly  flattered  myfelf  that 
it  took  its  name  horn  its  being  a  horfe- 
courfe,  and  that  it  was  called  Curragh  from 
the  Latin  word  curro^  or  rather  from  fomc 
Celtic  word  of  like  found  and  import. 
Thus  you  fee  me  delving  for  the  roots  of 
Irifli  names,  though  I  believe  there  are  few 
people  more  thoroughly  convinced  that  ety- 
mology is  frequently  but  the  excrefcence  of 
literattkre.  It  degenerates  even  in  the  hands, 
of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  for  he  identifies  per- 
£>ns  and  things,  which  have  nothing  in 
common,  but  a  letter  or  two  of  their 
names. 

Certain  it  is,  the  mod  ufeful  things  may 
be  abufed.  But  fceptical  as  I  am  with  re- 
Ipcdl  to  etymology,  the  information  I  have 
received  inclines  me  to  think  that  every. 
town  and  trad  of  country,  nay  almofl  every 
hill  in  Ireland,  is  denominated,  either  from 
fome  hiflory  of  the  place,  or  fome  quality  / 
of  the  foil ;  fome  virtue  of  the  water,  or  fome 
property  of  the  air ;  fome  accident  of  the 
ground  without,  at  from  fome  mineral 
within}  in  a  word,  that  each  name  con- 

F  tains 
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tains  a  brief  hiftory,  or  marks  out  ibme  ctu- 
riofity  of  nature  or  of  art. 

Several  inflances  of  this  I  have  been  fa- 
voured with  by  Colonel  Valkncey^  a  gentle- 
man whofe  acquarntance  alone  is  worth  a 
journey  to  Ireland.  .  And  you  will  not  be 
difplea^d  when  I  teU  you,  that  he  is  our 
countryman^  was  bred  at  Eton,  and  is  now 
engineer-general  of  Ireland.  At  an  age 
when  wdrds  and  other  material  of  know- 
ledge are  generally  colledted,  he  betook 
himfelf  td  the  ftudy  erf"  the  Irifh  language, 
with  a  diligence  fo  fuccefsful  that  he  foonp 
outftripped  his  teach^Brs,  To  him  we  are 
indebted  for  the  beft  grammar  of  this  lan- 
guage, indeed  the  only  one  which  deferves 
the  name.  So  that  the  Irifh  nation  may 
with  little  variation  apply  to  him  what  Gi» 
cerafay&of  himfelf,  upon  finding  out  the 
tomb  of  Archimedes  :  Ila  nobiliffima  Gr^- 
cice  civitas,  quondam  veto  etiam  doSliJima, 
fui  civis  unius  acutiffimi  monumtnttim  igru^ 
raffet^  nifo  ab  homine  Arpinate  didiciffet. 

At  the  end  of  his  grammar  he  has  brought 
to  light  feme  very  old  Irifh  manufcripts^ 
among  the  reft  one,  intitled,  heJlfons  for  a 
Prince.     It  was  addrefled  to  that  celebrated 

monarch 
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ttibnarch  of  li^eland,  Briea  Boifonihc,.  who 
exterminated  the  Danes  at  the  battle  of 
Clontarf.  The  ftyle,  which  is  ndt  unlike 
the  Provetbs  of  Solomon,  marks  the  very- 
high  antiquity  of  ft,  and  the  fine  moral  and 
political  fpirit  which  animates  the  whole 
piece,  fufficiehtly  evinces  that  civilization 
had  made  a  confiderable  progrefs  here  before 
the  invafion  of  our  fecond  Henry. 

This  learned  fbldier  had  before  favoured 
the  world  with  an  effay  on  the  antiquity  of 
the  Irifh  language  ^  whefein,  from  a  colla- 
tion of  the  Irifh  with  the  Punic,  he  (hews 
it  to  have  a  ftrong  admixture  of  the  old 
Phoenician.  His  mode  of  proceeding  is  very 
fatisfadtory :  he  takes  that  fcene  of  Plautus, 
wherein  a  Carthaginian  flave  is  introduced 
(peaking  in  his  mother-tongue  5  and  com- 
paring it  verbum  verbo  with  the  Irifti,  which 
is  now  generally  acknowledged  to  be  the 
pureft  dialect  of  the  Celtic,  (hews  the  agree- 
ment between  the  two  languages  5  which  is 
indeed  fo  ftriking,  that  even  a  perfon  who 
underftands  neither  may  perceive  it,  by  a 
bare  infpedion  of  the  words. 

And  from  this  clofe  afiinity  of  language 
he  furnifhes  a  ftrong  prefumptive,  if  not 

F  2  decifive 
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decifive  proof,  that  literature  was  very  earty 
introduced  here  by  the  Tyrians,  either 
through  the  medium  of  that  trade  which 
was  carried  on  with  all  parts  of  the  world 
then  known,  or  through  that  colony  which 
migrated  hither  from  Spain;  and  from 
which  the  old  natives  are  fo  proud  of  being 
called  Milefians. 

It  has  been  the  dodrine  of  the  Irifli  wri- 
ters, that  they  derived  their  learning  from 
the  Phoenicians :  their  bards  tell  you  of  one 
Phenius  a-fear-Saidhe,  /.  e.  Phenius  the  Si- 
donian  man,  who  taught  them  letters.  The 
truth,  divefted  of  its  poetical  obfcurity,  ap- 
pears to  be,  that  the  man  who  taught  them 
letters  was  a  Phoenician  or  Sidonian,  Tyre 
being  the  daughter  of  Sidon. 

O'Connor,  who  has  publifhed  fome  inge- 
nious differtations  upon  the  hiftory  of  Ire- 
land, brings  a  reinforcement  of  arguments 
from  Newton's  Chronology,  which  wonder- 
fully corroborate  this  matter.  He  gives  you 
a  table  where,  in  one  view,  you  may  fee  the 
coincidence  of  the  Irifli  accounts  with  the 
Newtonian  amendment.  The  parallel  is 
very  ftriking. 

Spencer 
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Spencer  thinks  that  the  Jrifh  had:  their 
letters  from  the  nation  which  migrated  from 
Spain ;  which,  as  he  proves  from  Straba^ nfed 
the  Phoenician  letters  very  early.  Hb  is  not 
however  decifive  on  this  head,*  but. he  fays, 
^^  It  is  certain  that  Ireland  had  the  ufo  of 
letters  very  anciently,  and-  long  before  Eng- 
land."    .       .  .     •    :    .   :.'i     /      :    . 


'> 
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Haw  comes  ii  ;^i&e;r,:afks'  hp,  that  theyrare 
fo  unlearned  fiill^  being  fa  old  fcholars  ? '  To 
which  inquiry,  ^  he  returns  ho  arifwer,.l 
fliall  perhaps  in  future  rifk  fome  conjec- 
tures refpeding  it.  For  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  any  phyfical  incapacities^  the 
dreams  of  intoxicated  fpeCuktioh,  feveral 
caufes  might. be  fpecifiedj  which  have  ne- 
ceffarily  obilrudied  the  progrefs  of  the  arts  in 
this  country.  In  one  word,  a  provincial  go- 
vernment has. in  itfelf  impddinients  eii.qwV*9 
prevent  the  attai^meAt;:qf.p6/fedion  in  every 
department,  •  vyhere  ,  the  rftrpngeft  exfsjrtion 
of  .the  hunqari  powers  is  to  ,^)e  calfed  fprtji^ 
But  9  fiilf  difcuffion  of  tSis,!qpeftion  I.  (h*U 
defer  till  I  have  more  thoroughly  djgefted 
my  thoughts  5  for  the  anfiwer  is,  periculofcc 
pfenum  ofu$  alecs. 

*    .  Perhaps 


\ 
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Perhaps  you  'did :  ti(rt  know  that  Spencer 
ipent  $  great  part  of.  his  life  in  Ireland :  they 
teilippitfoe  ihoufe  i«  iiill  fiandiiig  wherein 
he  wrote  his  Fairy /Qpeen;  if  it  comes  at  all 
in  laorycliniCL  I  fhouJd  ;be  :glad  to  Yifit  it :  there 
is  a^i^eafbre  which'  we  cannot  account  for 
jn.:  the  ifight  ..q£1  iiioh  places.  :I  Qerer  was 
in  Stratford  that  I  did  not  feel  an  unufual 
emotion)  at  fight  of .  that  little  wooden 
bon^j.whTichgdve^our  Sh^eipear  birth. 
By  *  the .  way,^  <diat  \,1iitnk  you .  could  have 
infpifi«dr  Shakei^ieat'^  with  th^t'odd^looking 

epil^ph^^    •    -^    *:ii*  •    i''\'-^  ■■' 

■  i    Q06A  ftiendii'ioc  jeCm  fvfkc  I  forbear 
\  !.   «.'1ro4igtbfi4u^inbto<ed;heiJe!^   i-.    r 

•.i   *lcfli  he xhcm^  that  fpir«thBfc;ftone«, : 
o :  .And  curft  bo  He.' that  movcirmy  Jjor^s-- 


• » ,  ■  '    f » • '  \ », 


TTi«^  ttltf  ni^n,  '  you  'knoW,.  ib'ent  the  laft 
y«ars  of'his^  Kfe'at  iStratfbrdy  "whete  it  wad 
tH'6  tiiflqm  to  ;gathe.r  all  tfhe  borfe^;  fciitts* 
^n  particular,  and.  pile  them  in  heaps.  Tlv5 
I^fefi  >blle6iion  .iii  Englknd  is  ftill  to.bp 
fefen  in  the  vaults  and  fteeple  of  .th^t  very 
church,  where  Shakefpear  lies  interred.  It 
feems  jnore  than  probable,  that  it  was  thisjj 

to 
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to  him  (Unlive,  pradice  which  iuggefied 
the  thought  in.  the  above  lines.  Good 
night. 

LETTER    VIII. 

Kildare. 

TT  A V I N G,  in  my  laft,  conveyed  myfelf 
to  Stratford  and  Shakelpear,  let  jne, 
in  this,  returp.tp  Kildare  and  Spencer. 
This  poet  tells  us,  that  he  onxpe  meditated 
a  treatife  upon  the  antiquities  of  Ireland. 
Pity  that  he  nevcf  put  it  in  execution!  Un- 
der the  hands  of  fuch  a. mailer  it  would  have 
grown  into  a  piece  of  entertarnment^  a  qua- 
lity fo  rarely  tq  |>e  found  in  works  of  that 
compl^xioa. 

The  .opinion,  ^boweycr, .  he  jias  given,  on 
this  particular  DuBjci^,  J[bouldiJt).?,:fufficient 
to  excite  the  curiofity  of  an  antiquarian.  It 
has,  I  own,  flifpo^d  oie  to  give  a  n^ore  im- 
partial bi?ariing  tp  whatever  can  be  offered^ 
in  favoiur  of  the  antiquities  pf  this  country, 
than  otherwiiib  I  ihp;uld  have  been  inclined 
to  do.  *'  A]1J  thp  cpiftopis,  iays  he,  of  the 
Jrifh,  which  I  b^vcnpted  and  compared 
witb  what  Iihave  read,,  would  minifkr  oc- 
g^GfVfi  of  a  xQojlwnple  difcourfe  of  the  ori- 
ginal 
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ginal  of  them,  and  the '  antiquity  of  that 
people  i  which  in  truth  I  think  to  be  more 
ancient  than  moft  that  I  know  of  in  this 
end  the  world-  So  that,  if  it  were  in  the 
handling  of  fome  men  of  found  judgment 
and  plentiful  reading,  it  would  be  moft  plea- 
fant  aiid  profitably/' , 


)       •  '  ; 


Ther^  inftft  furely  be  ibme  foundation 
in  truth,  "for  that  high  antiquity  the  Irifh 
plume -tl^jnlelves  upon'j.  if  not,  wouldf  a- 
citus  nav?  i^id,  that'^^'the^pdrts  and  har-^ 
bours  of  lirdand  were  betfe^^  knowA.by.trade 
and  commerce  than  thofe  oftferitain,"'  And 
if  this  lame  ^litiquiT;^  tie^a.thinVfo  chimefi- 
t'al,  as  lome  woiila  Veprelent'it,  hcjw^CbriEies 
it,  That  when  the  ambaflador  of  Hettfy"tfee 


.  •  »\ - 


nailts  faild^'hear  tMSflattd  lerfiefi  k  tetti- 
motty  priot  \  to  ''ari|;' W%K  i ipcriar  Roriie 
ciari  produce  in'  faVo'o'i"  of 'her  '  ahtiqtiftjr, 
Hiberhia'  i$\'bomparaWVef^^  a  modern 

name.  'Ireland  is^^  the- attiiinti  Scdtia;  '*In 
later  days,  Caledonm^,  ■  bP '  rath ei'  ;^'ATbania, 
which  had  been  far  iraahy* centuries  riiled 

by 
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by  the  defcendants  of  Fergus,  brother  to 
the  monarch  of  Ireland,  began  to  be  called 
Scotia  mtnor^  or  nova.  But  this  was  not 
till  the  eleventh  century,  and  Ireland  re- 
tained the  name  of  Scotia^  with  the  addi- 
tion of  major ^  or  vetus^  till  fo  late  as  the 
fifteenth.  All  which  archbiftiop  Uftier  in- 
conteftibly  proves,  and  he  gives  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  no  writer,  before  the  eleventh 
century,  caii  be  produced,  who  ever  pointed 
out  Albany  by  the  name  of  Scotland. 

It  is  near  two  hundred  years  fince  the 
learned  primiate  gave  this  fort  of  challenge, 
and  during  that  fpace,  no  writer  has  at- 
tempted to  anfwer  him  ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, Camden,  Scaliger,  Stillingfleet,  Du- 
pin,  Prideaux,  Rapin,  Warner,  Whitaker, 
and  all  other  writers  on  the  fubjed,  except 
two  or  three  of  Scotland,  confirm  his  opi- 
nion. It  was  an  attack  made  upon  the  an- 
tiquities of  his  native  country,  which  pro- 
bably excited  Uftier  to  treat  of  thenS^with 
fiich  copious  precifion. 

r  • 

•       F 

m  .  • 

Dempfter,  a  Scotchman,  under  the  am- 
biguity of  the  name,  ha4  laboured  to  con^ 
found  the  matter.     He  fent  Philip  Ferra- 
Ir.ius  a  colledion  of  Scottifli  worthies,  to  en- 
rich 


-i-- 
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rich  the  Roinaxi    martyrology.    But  this 
learned  and  candid  Italian  betimes  diico* 
vered  the  fnare,  and  publiflied  an  adver*- 
tifement  prefixed  to  his  book,  wherein  he 
warned  the  reader;    ^^that  taking  other 
writers  for  his  guide,  he  had  made  ibme  of 
the  Iri(h  faints  natives  of  Scotland.    The 
caufe  of  which,  was  his  being  deceived  in 
the  name,  Ireland  being  in  old  times  called 
Scotland,  and  the  Iriih  Scots ;  as  we  learn 
from  Orofius,  Profpero,  Ifidore,  Cogitofus^ 
Adamnanus,  Jonas  the  Abbot,  all  antient 
writers ;  together  with  Bede,  Sl  Bernard, 
and  others  who  have  written  the  lives  of 
Iri£h  Saints.    For  who  does  not  know  that 
the  Saints  Brigid,    Brendan,  Columb-cill, 
Columban,    Gall,    Fiacre,    Virgil,    Kilian, 
Rumoldus,  Dympna,  Fufcus,  Malachy,  and 
others,  were  Irifli?    who,  notwithflanding 
are  called  Scots,  and   faid  to  be  born  ii^ 
Scotland ;  of  which  I  thought  proper  to  ad- 
raoniflh  you,  that  you  may  be  aware  of  cer^ 
tain  Saint-Jiealers*'     By  which  coarfe  cha- 
radler  he  branded  Deropfter.     And  the  on- 
ly   harfh   expreffion   in    Ufher's  book,    is 
vented  againft  this  man.    *'  Tarn  fufpeSlcB 
fidei  hoviinem  ilium  f tuff e  comperimus  &  toties 

tefferam 
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tefftram  fregiffe^  vt  oculatos  nor  eje  teftes 
oporteat^  &  nifi  quod  videmus  nihil  ab  eo  ac- 
ceftum  credere,'* 

Nicolfon,  whom*  as  the  author  of  the 
fHftorkal  Libraries^  we  may  fuppofe  a  com- 
petent judge  in  this  affiiir,  and  as  an  Eng-» 
liflunaa,  impartial,  is  ib  convinced  of  Demp<* 
Iter's  dj(bonefiy,  that  in  one  place,  he  calls 
him  ^^  the  northern  rover,  virho  had  kid- 
napped v^hole  fcores  of  Iriih  faints  ;"  and  in 
another  place,  he  takes  notice  of  *'  the 
g^xxi  ^rvices  done  this  kingdom,  by  Thomas 
Dempfier's  robbing  it  of  its  faints,  and  tranf- 
planting  them  into  his  own  Albanian  ter* 
ritory.  Which  raifed  a  juft  re(entment  in 
the  antiquaries  of  Ireland,  who  forthvnth 
betook  themielves  to  arms,  for  the  reco- 
very of  their  fiolen  goods,  and  proved  clearly 
that  the  Scots  of  antient  times,  famed  for 
fan^ity  aqd  leamiog,  we^e  all  of  them 
lriSbmer\r 

f  •        • 

Bqt  all  the  Scx>tch  writers  before  Demp- 
fter,  are  (b  far  from  denying  the  Irifh  ex-r 
tradioa  of  the  prefcnt  Scots,  that  they 
fcem  to  glory  in  it.  **  It  is  by  many  ar- 
guments certain,  liys  John  Major,  that  we 
pv^?  our  origin  to  the  Irifh.     This  we  learn 

from 
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from  the  language,  for  even  at  this  day,  one 
half  of  Scotland  fpeaks  Irifli  5  and  a  few 
years  ago,  a  much  greater  proportion  fpoke 
the  fame  language.  The  Scots  brought 
their  fpeech  from  Ireland  into  Britain,  as 
our  annals  teftify;  the  writers  of  which, 
have  ihewn  a  laudable,  diligence  ihthefe 
xnatters.  I  fay,  therefore,  that  from  whom- 
fbever  tlie  Irifli  draw  their  origin,  the  Scotch 
derive  from  the  fame  ;  not  immediately  in- 
deed^ but  as  a  grandfon  front  a  graiidfire/ ■ 


t  • 


King  James  I.  in  one  of  his  fpecches, 
boafts  of  the  Scottifli  dynafty  being  de- 
rived from  that  of  Ireland  *^  I  have-^tWo 
reaibns  to  be  careful  of  ^  the  welfare  of  that 
people  5  firfl:  as  king  of  England,  by  risa- 
fon  of  the  long  poffelficn  the  croWii-of 
England  hath  had  of  that  land ;  ahdaAfo 
asking  of  Scotland^-  fori  the  antient  kings 
of  Scotland  are  defcended  of  th&  -  Hng^  4>f 
Ireland.''  Conformably  to  which,  Slay typ, 
in  his  Palai- Albion,  compliments  this  mo^ 

narch  upon  Ms  Irijb  pedigree^  -  •  .' :  jlTi 

■  •   t  f.    »•  ■  ■  — 

Atquouiam,  ArSoo  Scotico.  rex  noftei*  ab  orbe. 
Nee  minua  occi^uis,  perhibcnt,  Scot^s  ortus  Hibernis^^  ' 
Qui  Britonum  parent  fceptris ;  mihi  pauca  recenfens, 
Mufa  a^e,  et  Ogygios  lern^s  referatp  colonos. 

From 
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From  the  above  authorities,  one  would 
think  this  queftion  was  fairly  decided  ;  for, 
in  points  of  antiquity,  authority  is  the 
principal,  if  not  the  only  argument  which 
can  be  adduced.  Yet,  up  ftarts  another 
Scotchman  ftill  more  hardy,  who  finding 
no  authorities,  either  at  home  or  abroad, 
to  fupport  the  darling  antiquity  of  his  na- 
tive country,  is  for  annihilating  all  authori- 
ties againft  it  j  and  vainly  dares  to  obtrude 
upon  us,  for  true  hiftory,  the  inverted  fon^ 
nets  of  Hibernian  bards, 

Whcrxe  iffucd  forth  at  great  M^Pherfon's  call. 
That  old  new  epic  paftoral  Fingal. 

This  learned  gentleman  very  gravely  tells 
us,  that  "  Fordun  was  the  firft  who  col- 
leded  the  fragments  of  Scotch  hiftory,  which 
efcaped  the  brutal  policy  of  Edward  L 
that  he,  poffeffed  of  all  the  national  preju- 
dice of  the  age,  was  unwilling  that  his 
country  (hould  yield  in  point  of  antiquity 
to  England  j  and  that,  deftitute  of  annals 
in  Scotland,  he  had  recourfe  to  Ireland, 
V)hich^  according  to  the  vulga)  errors  of  the 
times ^  was  reckoned  the  jirjl  habitation  of  the 
Scots. — That  the    writers   who   fucceeded 

Fordun, 


}8  A  PHILOSOPHICAL  SURVEY 

Fordun,  impiicitly  followed  his  lyfteni ; 
that  as  they  had  no  new  lights,  and  were^ 
equally  with  him,  unacquainted  with  the 
traditions  of  their  country,  their  hiftories 
contain  little  information  concerning  the 
origin  of  the  Scots, — That  eveft  Buchanan 
himfelf,  except  the  elegance  of  his  ftyle, 
has  very  little  to  recommend  him.  It 
therefore  appears  that  little  can  be  coUed- 
ed  from  their  own  hiftorians,  concerning 
the  firft  migration  of  the   Scots  into  Bri- 


tain/' 


Thus  you  fee  the  authority  of  all  Scotch 
hiftorians  is  torn  up  from  the  very  root. 
Ariftotle,  they  fay,  deftroyed  the  works  of 
all  his  predeceffors  to  make  way  for  his 
own.  But  in  the  name  of  wonder,  where 
were  the  fongs  of  Oflian,  when  For  duns 
national  prejudice  had  recourfe  to  Ireland, 
%o  fupply  the  want  of  materials  in  Scotland  ? 
Would  not  his  filial  25eal  have  gladly  laid 
hold  of  them  for  the  fame  purpofe  with  our 
modern  man  of  antiquity  ? 

In  the  diflertations  before  Fingal  and 
Temora,  we  are  told,  that  ''  as  the  cuftom 
of  retaining  Bards  and  Senachies  was  com- 
mon to  both  nations  j  fo  each,  no  doubt, 

had 
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had  formed  a  fyftem  of  hiftory,  it  matters 
not  how  much  foever  fabulous,  concerning 
their  refpedive  origin."  Now  let  me  afk, 
if  each  had  formed  their  fyfiems,  wherefore 
did  Fordun  adc^t  the  Irifh  fyftem }  And  if 
^^  it  wa8  the  natural  pdicy  of  the  times,  to 
reconcile  the  traditions  of  both  nations  to-* 
gether,  and  if  poffible  to  deduce  them 
from  the  fame  original  flock  ^''  why  does 
the  following  paragraph  infinuate  that  the 
fyflem  was  not  concerted,  but  that  the 
Scots  were  impofed  Yqx>n  ? 

"  For  the  Irifli,  who  for  fomc  ages  be- 
fore the  conqueft  by  Henry  II.  had  pof- 
feifed  a  competent  ihare  of  that  kind  of 
learning,  which  then  prevailed  in  Europe, 
found  it  no  difficult  matter  to  impofe  their 
own  fidions  upon  the  ignorant  Highland 
Senachies.  By  flattering  the  vanity  of  the 
Highlanders  with  their  long  lift  of  Here- 
monian  kings  and  heroes,  they  without 
contradidlion  aflumed  to  themfelves  the 
charader  of  being  the  mother-nation  of  the 
Scots  of  Britain.     At  this  time,  certainly 

was  eftabliftied  that  Hibernian  fyftem  of 
the  original  of  the  Scots,  which  afterwards, 

for 
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for  want  of  any  other;  was  univerfally  re-* 
ceived." 

It  is  here,  you  fee,  dogmatically  laid 
down,  that  the  Hibernian  fyftcm  was  the 
fidion  of  the  thirteenth  century ;  and  it  is 
alio  admitted,  that  it  was  univerfally  re- 
ceived, for  this  good  reafon,  that  there  was 
none  other.  This  ample  conceffion  really 
looks  as  if  the  writer  had  a  mind  to  arro- 
gate to  himfelf  the  original  invention  of  the 
Caledonian  fyHem  ;  but  his  candour  fhould 
have  confefTed  that  it  was  the  happy 
thought  of  the  laft  century.  The  whole 
ftate  of  the  cafe  is  briefly  this : 

In  the  fourteenth  century,  Fordun  did 
coUedl  fuch  remains  of  antiquity  as  had 
efcaped  the  ravages  of  Edward ;  and  it  is 
agreed,  on  both  fides,  that  fcarce  any 
efcaped,  except  thofe  in  the  monaftery  of 
Hy  CoIumb-ciL  In  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury, bifhop  Elphinftone,  chancellor  of 
Scotland,  after  making  the  ftrideft  fearch 
for  old  records,  lays  fo  little  ftrefs  upon 
what  he  found,  that  he  fairly  refers  you 
ad  antiquos  HibernicB  fcripiores.  We  have 
feen  what  the  opinion  of  John  Major  was 

in 
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in  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century, 
towards  the  clofe  of  which  Hedor  Boetius 
wrote  his  fabulbus  hiilpry,  adhering  clofely 
to  his  predecei&rs  in  tracing  the  origin  of 
the  Scots.  Buchanan  follows  him,  rei- 
jeding  his  glaring  incongruities,  and  fup^ 
porting  the  Hibernian  fyflem  by  the  coUa-* 
tcral  autfaprity  of  foreign  tcftimonies.  To 
his  contemporary  Dempfter,  was  referved 
the  innovating  invention  of  the  Caledonian 
fyftem. 

» 
But  Sir  George  M'Kcrizie  fcorned  to 
follow  him ;  even  he  who  thought  it  his 
duty,  as  advocate  general  of  Scotland,  to 
impugn  certain  parts  of  Irifh  hiftory,  in 
order  to  lengthen  out  the  royal  line,  and  to 
prove,  for  the  honour  of  his  Majefty,  that 
his  pedigree  was  derived  from  fovereign 
prinpes,  rather  than  provincial  kings.  Sir 
George  admits  that  ti>e  Scots-  of  Britain 
came  Iq^  from  Ireland  ^^  and  fo  doth  Innys, 
whpfe  more  learned. labours  tend  to  fhortpn 
rather  than  lengthen  the  catalogue  of  Ca- 
ledonian kings. 

What  then  remains  to  fupport  the  credit 

of  a  fyftem,  exploded  univerfally  abroad- 

and  generally  at  home,  but  the  genius,  ftyle, 

'      -  G  and 
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and  learning  of  IMr.  M  n  ?   Whicfr^ 

after  all,  betray  his  diftruft  of  it,  and  can- 
not fecure  him  from  manifeft  felf-contra- 
didions.  Firft,  "  the  Hibernian  fyftem  is 
concerted  between  the  two  nations ;  next, 
"  the  one  was  imposed  upon  by  the  other/' 
then  it  was  neither  concerted  nor  impofed, 
but  '*  the  true  Caledonian  fyftem  was 
handed  down  by  tradition ;  though  a  few 
ignorant  Senachies  might  be  perfuaded  out 
of  their  opinion,  by  the  fmoothnefs  of  an 
Irifh  tale,  it  was  impoffible  to  eradicate 
from  the  bulk  of  the  people,  their  own 
national  traditions/' 

He  fometimes  attempts  to  entrench  him- 
felf  in  verbal  criticifm,  a  fort,  in  which,  one 
would  have  thought,  he  would  have  been 
impregnable ;  but  even  a  perfon  who'knows 
nothing  of  the  Irifli  language,  may,  with 
very  little  attention,  perceive  the  improba- 
bility of  what  he  advances.  He  aflerts, 
what  is  univerfally  denied  by  the  Irifh,  that 
they  call  their  language  Caelic-Erinacb. 
They  fay,  that  the  Irilh  of  both  the  Scot- 
lands,  the  old  and  the  new,  have  all  along 
called  their  language  Gaelic^  without  any 
addition. 

Now 
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Kow  to  be  convinced   that  this  is  the 
truth   of  the  matter^  let  us  only  afk  our- 
felves^  to  what  purpofe  (hould  a  mark  of 
diliindiion  be  added  to  the  fame  language^ 
though     fpoken     by    different    nations  ? 
We  ufe  no  addition,  to  difcriminate  the 
language  of  England,  from  that  now  com- 
monly fpoken  in  Ireland.     No !    we   call 
both  the  Bnglifh.     And  when  we  talk  of 
the  Latin  tongue  being  generally  fpoken^ 
at  fuch  or  fuch  a  period,  we  do  not  fay  the 
X#atin  of  France,  or  the  Latin  of  Germany^ 
but  limply,  and  emphatically,  the   Latin^ 
An  epithet  is  indeed  neceffary  to  diflinguifh 
the  people  of  a  colony,  from  thofe  of  the 
mOthCT-country ;  as  to  diftinguifh  the  de- 
Icendents  of  the  Saxons  in  England,  we 
call  them   Anglo-Saxons.     Accordingly,  we 
find,  that  in  the  Irifh  or  Gaelic,  a  Scotch- 
man is  called  Albanach  Gael,  /.  e.  a  Scoto-^ 
Hibernian ;;  but  an  Irifhman  is  called  em- 
phatically Gael. 

Another  circumflance  there  is,  which 
tends  to  throw  fome  light  upon  this 
matter;  the  fongs  of  Offian  are  as  fami- 
liar rto  the  aboriginal  natives  of  Ireland,  as 

G  2  they 


•-  » 
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they  are  reprefented  by  Mr.  M* n  to 

be  in  Scotland.  And  it  is  reafonable  they 
Ihould  be  fo.  Oflian  is  mentioned  by  Keat- 
ing, Flagherty,  and  all  the  other  hiftorian& 
of  this  cbuntry,  as  an  Irifh  chitftain  ;  but 
no  nxHrcfc  is  taken  of  him  by  any  Scotch 
hiiftorian.  Nor  is  there  any  mention  made 
by  them  of  Fingal,  father  to  Offian ;  yet 
all  the.  Irifli  hiftorits  are  replete  With  his 
exploits.  Fin  -  mac  *  Comhal  (pronijiinced 
Finmacoal)  /.  e.  Fin  the  fbn  6f  Ootohsd  is 
the  great  hero,  to  whom,  as  a  Herculfcs,  the 
comnton  Irifh  aiGmilate  all  ftrong  and  gal<* 
lant  men. 

So  much,  indeed,  iis  vJrtualfy  adftiitted  i>y 
the  ppblilher  of  Fingal  ^  atad  t6  lifher  hia^ 
work  with  greater  jjfenfibility  i&td  the 
world,  he  takes  notice  of  an  advcrtifetaent^ 
which  had  appeared  in  the  'kifti  news- 
papers, notifying  that  a  tranflatj<^  <tf  the 
IriJIj  Fingal  would  foon  make  its  ii^^ear- 
ance,  and  requefting  the  Public,  to  fulpend 
the  purchafe  of  the  Sa>tch  tfantlation,  as 
being  full  of  eh-ofs,  &c.  A  blufader  was 
fure  to  be  inftlfted;  fo  make  tli6  -  thitofe 
more   probable,  atld  go  down  the  bfetter; 
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for  what  more  natural,  than  for  Irifli  faga- 
city  to  ipy  out  the  errors  of  a  work  it  had 
not  feen  ? 

But,  from  all  the  inquiries  I  have  tnade^ 
I  never  could  learn  that  fuch  tranflation 
was  ever  meditated.  Colonel  Vallancey,who 
knows  every  Irijb  fcholar  in  this  kingdom, 
tells  me,  he  never  heard  of  any  f^ch  wort- 
being  in  agitation.  He  fays,  Ofiian's  poems 
are  all  fhort  ballads,  not  yet  colleded,  to 
his  knowledge,  by  any  one.  So  you  may 
gueis  the  quarter  from  whence  the  blunder- 
ing advertifement  originated. 

Yet  it  has  been  reported,  and  by  great 
names  too,  that  the  firft  four  books  of 
Fingal  were  to  be  feen  in  the  Ifle  of  Sky, 
written  'in  a  feir  hand  on  vellum,  and  bear- 
ing date  in  the  year  1403.  But  this  re- 
port proves  ill  authenticated.  Dr.  Johnfon 
made  the  moft  diligent  refearches  in  the 
Ifle  of  Sky,  and  elfcwhere,  for  thefe  fup- 
pofed  manufcripts ;  but  the  refult  of  all 
inquiries  liTued  in  this  conclufion,  that  there 
not  only  were  no  fuch  manufcripts  in  ex- 
igence, but  that  it  was  impoffible  there 
fliould  be  any  fuch :   for  that  the  Erfe  had 

never 
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ijever  been  a  written  language,  till  within 
9  century. 

In  fliort,  the  forgery  committed  in  the 
publications  of  Fingal  and  Temora,  is  fq 
clearly  deteded  by  the  fagacious  and  learned 
author  of  the  Journey  to  the  Weftem  Ifles, 
that  to  oppofe  the  evidence  of  fuch  fiditious 
works,  to*  that  of  cftabliflied  hiftory,  would 
be  to  perfift  in  a  moft  audacious  infult  upon 
the  underftandings  of  mankind.  There  are, 
we  know,  original  poems  afcribed  to  Offian. 
Mr.  M -n  may  have  taken  their  ima- 
ges and  fen  time  nts,  may  have  adopted  their 
manner  and  fpirit,  but  he  has  fa  changed 
the  matter  and  order  of  the  narration,  by 
putting  in,  and  leaving  out,  and  other  me- 
tamorphofing  methods,  that  his  work  may 
be  called  any  thing  rather  than  a  tranfla-* 
tion. 

That  this  is  the  very  method,  which  Mr. 

M n  has  purfued,  he  in  fome  meafure 

acknowledges ;  for  when  he  recommends  it 
to  the  Irifh  to  give  a  tranflation  of  their 
Oflian's  poems,  "  he  hopes  that  the  tran- 
flator  will  chufe  to  leave  fomething  in  the 
obfcurity  of  the  original."     Now  it  is  to 

be 
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be  prefumed,  that  he  has  too  much  candor 
to  offer  that  advice  to  another,  which  he 
would  not  himfelf  follow. 

It  is  curious  enough  to  fee  fo  learned  a 
man  as  Lord  Kaims,  a  man  too,  who  in 
ofther  reipeds  ieems  divefted  of  prejudice, 
fuch  an  advocate  for  the  authenticity  of  the 
poems  of  Oflian^  in  Englifh.  But  I  cannot 
think  this  agreeable  writer  in  earned. 
For  while  he  tortures  his  ingenuity  to  give 
them  a  plaufibility,  which  contradicts  all 
his  own  fyfiematic  principles,  he  feems  al- 
moft  willing  to  compound  for  them  as  a 
forgery.  But  the  glory  of  the  antient  Ca- 
ledonians is  at  any  rate  to  be  fupported  i 
therefore^  rather  than  it  fhould  (ink,  he  is 
even  for  recurring  to  miracle.  And  upon 
this  ground,  he  feems  ultimately  to  reft  his 
caufe ;  a  ground,  which  I  thought  he  never 
would  have  chofen. 

The  refinement  of  fentiment  in  Offian's 
charaders,  is  fo  fubverfive  of  all  that  he 
had  been  for  eftablifhing,  that  he  is  utterly 
at  a  lofe  to  account  for  it.  "  Had  the 
Caledonians,  fays  he,  made  flaves  of  the 
women,  and  thought  as  meanly  of  them 
as.  ikvages  commonly  do,  it  could  never  have 

entered 


f 
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entered  the  icnagination  of  Ofiian  to  afcrite: 
tQ  them  thofe  numberlefs  graces  that  exah; 
the  female  fex,  and  render  many  of  them 
objeds  of  pure  and  elevated  afFedtion.  With- 
out the  aid  of  mfpirati&n^  fuch  refined  man- 
ners could  n^ver  have  been  conceived  by  a 
favage." 

Now  18  it  not  a  fad  of  noftoriety,  that  at 
this  very  day,  the  Highland  women  are 
employed  in  the  moft  fervile  offices^  even 
in  carrying  out  manure  like  beafts  of  bur- 
den ?  Yet,  our  truly  curious  fad  coliedor, 
after  fome  ftridurcs  on  Ruffian  manners, 
triumphantly  a(ks,  "  can  ,we  (iippofe  tiat 
the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Oflian's  poems, 
ever  amufed  themfelves  after  the  age  of 
twelve,  with  .hide  and  feek,  queftions  and 
commands,  or  fuch  like  childiilh  piay." 

Is  not  this  to  furnifh  laughter  with  a 
fneer  at  Highland  manners  ?  Does  not  Lord 
Kaims,  arguing  for  the  aid  of  infpirationy 
virtually  betray  that  fyflem  he  would  fup- 
port  ?  Let  thofe  celebrated  epics  then 
be  at  beft  confidered,  but  as  ingenious 
Centos  culled  from  Irifh  Bards  ;  garbled 
and  tranfpofed^  curtailed  and  interpolated, 
they  are  certainly  not  originals,  and  confe- 

quently 
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queatly  tliey  are  not  Q£Ban's.  Perhaps 
they  are  better.  If  fo,  let  Scotland  glory 
in  them  5  but,  deteded  as  they  are  by  Dr. 
Johnfon,  betrayed  by  Lord  Kaims,  and  felf- 
condemned  throughout,  they  muft  remain 
only  a  monument  of  the  ingenuity  of  the 
Editor. 

Offian  fubluneft,  iimplefl:  bard  of  all, 
Lee  Englifh  inBdels  MTherfon  call. 


LETTER    IX. 

* 

Kildare. 

T  T  is  an  opinion  pretty  general,  on  bur 
■*"  fide  the  water,  that  the  Irifh  had  not 
any  buildings  of  ftone  and  mortar,  before 
they  were  raifed  by  the  English  j  but  I  will 
enclofe  you  the  fketch  of  one,  above  130 
feet  high,  which  was  certainly  built  ante- 
cedent to  that  period  ;  for  Gyraldus  Cam- 
brenfis,  fecretary  to  Henry  II.  and  after- 
wards bifhop  of  St.  David's,  defcribes  thofe 
round  towers,  among  the  wonderful  things 
of  Ireland,  and  calls  them  turres  ecclefia- 
fticas^  qucd  .more  patrio  arScs  funt  necnon 
&  rotunda* 

This 


i 
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This  writer  was  by  no  means  partial  in 
fevour  of  the  Irifh  nation  j  when  therefore 
he  fays,  that  thofe  towers  were  built  after 
ihefajhion  of  the  country^  we  cannot  agree 
with  thofe  who  fuppofe  them  to  have  been 
crcfled  by  the  Danes.  There  are  no  fuch 
ilrtrdures  now  in  Denmark,  nor  in  any  other 
part  of  Europe,  that  I  hear  of,  except  in 
Scotland ;  where  there  are  two  of  a  fmall 
iize,  one  at  Abernethy  in  Perthfhire,  the 
other  at  Brechin  in  Angus.  Which,  by  the 
bye,  among  other  circumftances,  tends  to 
decide  the  defcent  of  the  Scots  from  Ire- 
land, for  we  may  eafily  conceive,  that  thofe 
Scottifh  towers  were  built  by  the  pofterity  of 
the  Irifh,  who  went  over  with  Fergus,  in  the 
manner  of  thofe  of  their  own  country,  where 
they  are  {o  numerous. 

• 

The  learned,  however,  are  not  agreed'' 
about  the  particular  ufe,  to  which  thefe 
edifices  were  applied.  Some  fay  they  were 
places  of  penance  j  others,  that  they  were 
belfrres,  the  very  name  of  them  in  Irifh 
Ctoghdhd^  importing  a  fleeple  with  a  bell ; 
But  the  prevailing  opinion  now  feems  to 
be,  that  they  were  anchorite  pillars,  fuch 
2S  Simon   Stylites  ufed  to  fan£lify  himfelf 

upon. 
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upon.    They  tell  you,  that  in  order  to  pre-       ! 
ferve  the  appearance  of  piety  in  the  Abbey,       ' 
and  augment  the  fame  of  the  monks,  one 
of  them,  moft  celebrated  for  his  aufterity,  • 
ufed  to  wat6h  and  pray,  in  an  extraordinary 
manner  ^  thus  removed  from  the  earth,  and 
its  low  cares,  and,  as  it  were,  holding  nearer 
converfe  with  the  Deity. 

I  (hall  not  prefume  to  decide  upon  a 
queftion  of  fuch  moment  5  yet  I  cannot  help 
inclining  to  the  (econd  opinion,  not  only 
from  the  name  given  them  by  the  indigenal 
natives,  but  from  the  following  confidera- 
tions :  Over  great  part  of  the  eaft,  they  have 
tall  round  ftecples,  called  minarets^  with 
balconies  at  top,  whence  a  perfon  calls  the 
people  to  public  worftiip  at  ftated  hours. 
As  the  Irifh  had  their  arts  from  Phoenicia, 
we  may  fairly  fuppofe,  that  from  thence 
alfo  came  the  model  of  thefe  towers,  which 
ferved  as  the  minarets  of  the  eaft  do  at  pre- 
fent,  till  bells  came  into  ufe ;  for  narrow  as 
they  are,  (about  ten  feet  in  the  clear,  at  the 
bafe)  they  might  hold  a  bell  large  enough  to 
fummon  the  auditory,  as  efFedhially  as  the 
^outs  of  a  man. 

Not 
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Not  fi^rfrom  the  tower,  they  (hew  the 
ruirt?  of  a  convent,  of  the  nuns  of  St.  Brigid ; 
who,,  according  to  Gyraldus,  m^kes  Kildarc 
illuflrious  by  her  unextinguilhable  fires,  the 
ialhes  of  which  have  never  increafed.  The 
very  qak  under  which  ihe  delighted  to  pray, 
has  given  a  name  to  the  place,  3rigid, 
you  muft  know,  was  the  Virgin  Saint  of 
the  land,  and,  after  the  Bleffed  Virgin  and 
St.  Patrick,  held  in  the  higheft  adoration 
by  the  Irifli  catholics.  She  was  worfliip- 
ped  like  Vefta,  with  unextinguiflied  fires, 
kept  burning  by  the  nuns  in  their  con- 
vent ;  which  was  therefore  called  the  fire- 
houfe. 


Ignis  incxftindi  Dariac,  quis  crefcerc  novit 
^vis  toe  lapfis,  Brigida  virgo,  cinis  ? 

The  ladies  of  Ireland  are  too  wile  to  imi- 
tate this  patronefs  of  virginity  in  making 
the  VQWj  celibacy  being,  perhaps,  more  un- 
common here  than  in  any  other  ppuntry. 
Yet,  the  chaftity  of  the  women,  and  the 
bravery  of  the  men,  are  traits  of  the  na- 
tional charader,  on  which  thefe  people,  not 
without  juftice,  pique  themfelves. 

Among 
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Among  the  higher  ranks,  the  indifcrc- 
tions  of  the  feir  fex  are,  probably,  as  un- 
common as  any  where  elfe,  and  certainly 
more  fo  than  in  many  other  places.  In  a 
circle  (b  fmali,  that  not  to  know  every  body 
is  to  be  unknown,  trefpaifes  in  this  way  c^n 
never  efcape  obiervation,  and  therefore  cen- 
fure  muft  be  arxned  with  double  terrois. 

But  whatever  ftridnefs  guards  decorum  in 
the  polite  world,  they  tell  you  that  infamy' 
does  not  long  attend  female  frailty,  in  the 
lower  walk  of  life.  There  a  young  woman 
may  make  the  young  fquire  a  father,  and 
marry  her  fweet-heart .  the  very  next  year, 
who  values  bis  bride  the  more,  as  fuch  a  con- 
nedioa  is  iupp6f^  to  enhance  her  dowry. 


f 


As  it  is  doubted  whether  courage  is  na- 
tural <or  attificiil^-  fo  it  has  been  difputed, 
whethefc.chafiity  oHginates  from  confiitution 
or  educalioa.     But  is  there  not  a  firmnefs 
of  nerves  ?   Is  there  not  a  happy  tempera-      I 
meiit?  Poeta  nafcitur  non  Jit^  is  not  a  true     7- 
proptofitioA^  but  it  is  more  true  than  poeta  fit     ^ 
non  nafdtur.    Away  then  with  the  mighty 
examples    from    Hawkefworth's  Voyages, 
which^  have  been  adduced  to  £hew,  that 
chaftity  is  not  an  indindlive  virtue. 
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Let  it  not  be  argued  that  the  agcS  o£^ 
chivalry  and  romance  over-rated  female  vir-* 
tue,  and  that  the  prefent  age,  of  polifh  and 
refinement,  is  bringing  it  back  to  its  ori- 
ginal value  :  nor  let  it  be  prophefied,  that 
in  this  untainted  ifle,  the  morality  of 
fome  future  age  will,  like  the  religion 
of  the  prefent,  unkalendar  St.  Brigid. 
Adieu. 


LETTER    X. 


Kiltenny,  Auguft  30,  177$- 

TMp  Y  laft  was  from  ^  little  town  which  had 
"^^-^  its  name  from  St.  Brigid's  cell  of  the 
Oak  I  this  is  written  from  the  bed  inland 
town  in  the  kingdom,  denominated  from 
the  cell  of  St.  Kenny.  It  is  fweetly  fituated 
on  the  river  Newre,  covering  two  little  hills  5 
on  one  df  which  ftands  the  cathedral,  and  on 
the  other  the  old  cafUe  of  the  Ormond  fa- 
mily. Near  the  cathedral  is  one  of  thofb 
round  towers,  I  gave  you  a  fketch  of  from 
Kildare.  There  are,  befides,  three  towers 
of  ruinous  abbies,  which  ftill  rear  their  heads 
aloft,  and  give  a  figure  of  fome  confequence 

to  the  town. 

But 
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But  before  I  make  you  better  acquainted 
with  Kilkenny,  let  me  give  you  fome  ac- 
count  of  the  way  to  it.  From  Kildarc  to 
Caftle-Dermot  the  country*  is  in  general 
pleafant,  and  in  fbme  places  adorned  with  i^  cjj 
plantations.  Caftle-Dermot  is  a  very  poor  ^ 
town  for  a  borough,  not  even  a  ruin  remain-  -' 
ing  of  that  caftle  whence  it  was  called* 
That  it  was  once  a  place  of  fome  note,  is 
however  evident  from  the  remains  of  reli- 
gious houfes.  One.  of  its  monafteries  has 
been  magnificent  \  two  of  the  ailes,  with 
one  of  its  windows,,  ftill  preferve  the  out- 
lines of  grandeur  and  elegance.  The  town 
was  facked  and  plundered  by  Bruce  in 
1 3^6,  yet  a  parliament  was  held  there  in 

^377- 

On  this  fide  Caftle-Dermot  the  country 
grows  leis  pleafant,  and  the  road  being  one 
extended  right  line  for  feveral  miles,  be- 
comes more  fatiguing  to  the  rider  than  to  the 
horfe.  There,  for  the  firft  time,  I  faw  their 
fewel,  with  us  called  peat^  but  with  them 
turf:^  piled  up  in  prifinatical  heaps,  like 
the  mortars  at  Woolwich,-  upon  the  mar- 
gin of  thofe  pits,  from  whence  they  arc  '  ' 
dug.    They  are  cut  by  an  inftrument  called 

a  Jlane^ 
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ajlane^  which  is  nothing  more  than  afpade 
of  about  four  inches  broad,  with  a  fteel 
blade  of  the  fame  breadth,  Handing  a^  right 
angles  to  the  edge  of  the  ipade.  So  that 
each  turf  is  a  parallelepiped,  of  about  teij 
inches  by  a  Iquare  of  four.  From  this  jn- 
ftrument,  Mr.  Read,  an  ingenious  cutler 
of  Dublin,  has  borrowed  the  form  of  a  knife, 
for  delving  into  cheefe,  which  they  alfo  call 
a  llane. 

As  you  approach  Carlow,  the  icene  alters ; 
the  country  feeming  to  be  entirely  occupied 
by  gentlemen's  parks,  walled  in,  and  re- 
cently planted  5  which  will  appear  moft 
delightfiil  when  the  trees  arc  full  grown. 
The  town  itfelf  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the 
Barrow,  and  makes  a  very  cheerful  appear- 
ance, from  the  number  of  white  houfes 
fcattered  up  and  down;  nor  arc  you  at  all 
difappointed  when  you  enter  it,  there  being 
a  cleannefs  and  neatnefs  in  the  (Irects,  I  had 
not  hitherto  feen  on  this  road.  There  was 
a  good  flefh-market,  and  every  thing  wore 
the  appearance  of  a  good  EngKfli  village^ 
Such  are  the  happy  efFecSls  of  a  little  trade  I 
For  here  they  have  a  manufaflure  of  the 
coarfefi  kind  dF  woollen  cloths,  and  are  con*^ 

cerned 
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concerned  in  fiipplying  the  neighbourhood 
with  coals  from  Kilkenny.  They  have  a 
horfe-barrack  ;  and  on  an  eminence,  over- 
hanging the  river^  ftands  an  old  caftle,  of  an 
oblong  fquare  area,  with  large  round  towers 
at  each  angle  j  which  has  a  fine  effed. 

Up  the  river  frpm  Carlo w,  the  landlkip  is 
highly  pidurefque  j  and  downward,  for  eight 
miles, alpng  its  b^ijks,  to  Leighlin-Bridge, 
the  ride  is  delightful..  At  a  due  diftance, 
the  groundis  fwell  gradually  into  mountains, 
which,  from  their  feet  to  their  midfides,  are 
covered  with  woods :  and,  to  enliven ,  the 
pro(ped|  the  interjacent  tra£t  is  interfperfed 
with  feveral  little  white  villas,  neatly  planted 
around.  From  Leighlin-Bridge  hither,  the 
country  is  naturally  cheerful ;  but  let  me  re- 
condud  you  to  Kilkenny,  in  Spencer's  poetic 
barge,  down  the  Newre,  one  of  thofc  three 
renowned  brethren, 

Which,  that  great  giant,  Blomius,  begot 
Of  the  fair  nymph  Rheufa,  wandring  there. 
One  day,  as  (he,  to  fhun  the  feafon  hot. 
Under  Slew-Bloome,  in  (hady  grove  was  got ; 
This  gia^t  found  her,  and  by  force  deflower'd  ; 
Whereof  conceiving,  ihfe  in  time  brought  forth 
.  Tbefe  three  fair  fons,  which  being  thenceforth  pour'd. 
In  three  great  rivers  ran,  and  many  countries  fcour'd. 

H  The 
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The  firft  the  gentle  Share,  that  making  way> 
By  fweet  Clonmel  adorns  rich  Waterford  ;. 
The  next,  the  ftubborh  Newn,  whofc  waters  grey,, 
By  fair  Kilhnny,  and  Rofs-ponte  board. 
The  third  the  goodly  BaFrow.—— 

There  arte  but  two  churches  in  this  large 
town^  or  rather  city,  confifting  of  between 
two  and  three  thou fandhoufes  5  but  there  are 
feverat  mals-hoiifes,  eacb  of  which  has  con- 
gregations,  vafily  more  numerous  than  both 
the  churches^.  The  cathedral  ia  a  Gothic 
edifice,  fo^  verterable,  that  whoever  fees  it 
muft  lament,  that  a  Ipire,  at  leaff,  had  not 
been  added  to  the  fttinipy  fteeple.  From 
the  Bifhop's  palace  to  the  church,  is  a  long 
and  double  colonnadey^  in  the  modern  ftyle. 
The  nave  is  divided  from  the  ailes,  by  mafly 
columns  of  black  marblcy  crafted  over  with 
a  dirty  lime  white-wafh.  It  is,  however,  a 
confblation,  that  the  IcafFolding  is  now  rear- 
ing for  the  purpofe  of  eiiibellifhing  this  an- 
cient pile- 
In  the  ailes  are  feveral  ancient  monuinents 
of  armed  knights,  and  mitred  bifhops,  fome 
in  horizontal,  and  fbme  in  praying  poftures, 
and  one  modern  monument  of  white  mar- 
ble. 
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ble^  finely  executed ;  the  device  is  Pifcty^ 
with  a  book  in  her  haiid,  leaning  in  a 
mournful  pofturc  over  an  urn.  Thcfe^  alto- 
gethef^  virould  have  given  a  due  folemnity 
to  the  place,  were  it  not  that  its  flovenly 
condition  rather  infpired  a  painful  melan- 
dholy; 

-»  •       •  •  •  •  . 

The  hill  oh  whigh  the  cathedral  ftands^ 
is  called  the  Irifh  Town,  as  that  whereon 
the  caftid  is,  goes  by  the  tiame  of  the 
Englifh  Tdwn,  and  each  of  them  fend  two 
members  to  parlianient.  The  former  is 
moftly  compofed  of  forry  houfes,  and  poor 
hutS;  the  latter  is  generally  v^ell  built. 
The  caftle  was  founded  by  Raridolph  IIL 
earl  of  Chefter^  but  built,  as  it  now  ftands, 
by  the  Butlers,  anceftors  of  the  dukes  o^ 
Ormond.  In  the  Englifh  town  is  the  church 
of  St.  Mary,  no  contemptible  ftfu(3ure^ 
with  feveral  old  monumental  decorations; 
there  alfo  are  the  town-hall,  jail,  and  mark- 
et-houfe. 

I  mentioned  to  you  the  towets  of  three 
monafteries,  thefe  are  St.  John's,  iSt.  Fran- 
cis's, and  the  Black  Abbey.  St.  John's  has 
great  elegance,   and  aniassing  lightnefs  in 

H  ^  the 


rtDo  A  PHILOSOPtllCAi:  SDRVE^' 

the  ftyle  of  the  building.  The  Abbcy-churcfi 
of  Bath  id,  i^  think,  called  the  lanthora  of 
England  ;  but  thi$  is  tnoK  windowed  ftill  y 
for  about  fifty-four  fbet  of  th#  ibuth  fide  of 
the  choir  yet  entire,  the  whole  feftms  to  be* 
one  window.  I  fend  ydu  a  iketch  of  it. 
The  eaft  window  is  fixtccn  feet  wide,  and* 
about  forty  high,  as  I  guefs.  Belonging  to- 
this  Abbey  are  the  remains  of  feveral  oldi 
monuments,  almoft  buried"^  in  the  ruins. 

m 

'  1^.-  Francis's  has  little  remaining  except 
the  tower. '  But  the  Bliack  Abbey  ir  a  mag- 
nificent remain  j  the  windows  are  exqui- 
fitely  curious^  not  unlike  inany  you  have* 
Icen ;  the  architraves  in  the  outfide  cornice 
under  the  parapet,  are  very  expreflive  o£^ 
their  origin.  Of  this  fpacious  niittj  two  of 
tiie  fteeples  are  almoft  entire. 

One  of  the  old   churches  is   convertfed' 
into  a  mafs-houfe,  as  the  courts  of  two  of 
the  abbies  are  changed  into  barracks ;  St. 
Francis's  for  horfe,  and  St.  John's  for  foot 
How   different  are   the   eftablifliments   of 
different  potentates,   at  different   periods ! 
The  Pope's  barracks  in  Ireland  were  once 
filled  with  old  fellows,  with  fhaven  crowns^ 

and 
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trod  without  fhirts,  but  clothed:  in  long 
fweaty  gowos,  of  black,  and  white,  an4  grey. 
The  king  now  fills  his  convents  with  young 
fellows,  wearing  long  hair,  linen  fhirts,  and 
fcarlet  jackets  lined  with  all  the  <x>lours  of 
the  rainbow.  - 

The  <:ai)le,  whofe  magnificence  was 
heightened  by  the  fublimity  of  its  fituation, 
has  been  gradually  falling  into  dec.a3r,  ^ilnce 
the  attaitider^f  the  tete  di>ke  of 'ORfnoad..  fc 
was  in  his  time  a  fpacious  iquare,.  tw4>  fides 
rof  which  only  are  now  ftanding ;  one.  Jtbey 
are  rebuilding,  and  the  other  tw<>;thfey  are 
putting  into  repair  ;  but  in  a  talk  too  mor 
•dern  fyK  ».  b«ilding  of .  fuch  antiquity,  and 
too  frippery  fpr  one  of  itich  ipagnitaiide. 


f  ■ 


In  a  gpjlerjf  of  150.  feet  in  le^g^hj  but 
very  difprppottioned  in  ^breadth,  they  fhew 
you  fey^ral  old  po*trait$ ;  among  thefe,  in 
full  lj5tjg{b,  ar(8  the  whole  Stuart  race  who 
reigned  in  England  from  Charles  L  inclu- 
five,: :  together  with  William  III.  who  is 
faid  to  h^ve  dined  bene, :. on  ihis.  march  to 
the  iieg?  of  Limerick«  food  after  the  battle 
of  th^  Boyne.  Byit  the  mod  remarkable 
piece  is  a  three  quarter  length  of  earl  Straf- 
ford, 
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ford,  faidto  be  taken  but  a  few  days  bpforf^ 
Jiis'  catafti"ophe  ;  to  whi6h  is  contrailedj  the 
pidure  of  the  fame  perfon,  takeii  iH  the  full 
career  ^  his  ambition.  The  diffferent  fitu- 
^itions  of  life  are  ftroiigly  naarkecj  in  the 
countenance  of  each. 

In  the  room  called  the  PrefeHce  Chamr 
-ber,  <^t4t  leaft  M  «hat  tiextit,  fori  atftady 
forgetjvaffe"  the  •  four  ^elettients  in  tajieftry, 
finelj^  exceuted,  and  in^  high  prefervat ion  j 
the  ^fi  of  newnefs  fedjins  frefh  upoif*tlkjnii. 
In  anotbef  apartment  is  a  fuit  of  h'Stfgings, 
reprefehttng  the  ftory  pf  Decius,  ia  the  at- 
titudes^ 6(  taking  -te&ve  of  his  frieatfs,-Ye- 
jceiving  the  high  jDrieft'»  benediSidiijj'  &c. 
&c,  and  at  length  devoting  him'fel€.  \^hefe 
tapeftries,  though  not  fo  glowing  in  their 
•colour^  as  the  feaibns^  '^re  liievcrtbereft^  ad- 
roifabte  in  other  WfpeQs.  Pity  that  they 
fliQiild  be;  exhibited  to  To  little  advantage ! 
vThey  are  hung  up  in  a  room^  the  fb^pe  of 
whidi  -is  fo  ihot^dinate^  that  Iqueftion 
whether  ihy  two  lidefi?  of  it  are  par-allcl, 
and  it.  is  illuminated-  diagonally  from  a 
window,  in  a  fegriieiit  of  one  of  thei^ound 
flankers.     One  of  the  h^geft  pieees  i$  fdlded 

"  J."  rouia4 
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round  the  mixed  ingte  at  the  window,  fo 
that  the  part  of  it'jon  the  concave  furfacc 
has  a^^ai^iig  light^i  nfhile  that  on  the  •  plain 
isalmoft  in  darkne&.  'This  room  afibrds 
too  maiiy  beautiful  views  of .  nature  from 
viathout^  to  require  the  facrifice  of  fo  much 
artwitlniL 


-  - » 


The  ferVant,  who  fhdwcd  thelioufe,  told 
me:  the" 'iituatioii  ^wak)  very  like  .that:  of 
Wind^.'  I  canndt^iaycthe  likenefs^iv^oul^ 
have  It^k  mc^  %lK>egb -there  is  at  both 
places:^it6wn,  adaiHitf;  and  a  rr^erv  How- 
ever^' Ibt'Cnot  Widdlbf  faftidioufiy.difdain 
the  coiDparifon,  ^'^Slor  though  .the  country 
round  Kilkenny  is  not  improved  like  that 
round  the  moft  princely  of  the  royal  pa- 
laoes^i  y:atnthe  iite  oflthiis  caftbas  at  once 
bold  gbd^ 'beauti&ly  >  with  almotl.  every  ad- 
vantage that  coiild^be  wifbed  to  decorate  the 


i  *    "  \ 


'     It*!lfeiidfrupon^a  pr^^  overhanging 

thC'^BgiS  of  a  deep  and  ripid  river,"  with 

I  tw6  'ffitfe^  bridges'  full  'in  view  :  the  more 
diftanfV  afid^^up  fhe^ftfeam,  is  compofed  of 
feven  'affches',  th^  nerfl-the  caftle  has  but 
Jhiree  5  but  of  a  very  wide  fpan,  of  hewn 

marble. 
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niarblei,  in  fine  dHpljoal  piro^stioiis.  Li^he 
fides.of  the  rivtrdte mci  planted^  raiidithe 
fubjaceat  towalDokkaai^  it  had  ibeen .built 
merely  to  be  Ibdkt^d  ^;;  for  every -tfaiog  in 
it  wortb.;ibeing^ hears isptcAtbe  caQlc^rwbilfi 
every  thing  diffighHyriSjcfinnchovr  x^rotlhfir, 
fcreened  from  the  view.  The  hortiion:  is 
clofed,  in  one  limb,  by  mountains,  placed 
at  a  -due  ;diftante,  /to:  gi  ve,  varictyji  witbbut 
horror^  arid  if  any  thing  i&wantitig:;^  ren*- 
der  the'proipi5id;inc^ntiog,  it  is  tiAi  -  the 
middle  d^ances  arf^dcfiitute  of  i^  rtch- 

neis  of  cultivation^^  i^d::that  embelUfbmdat 

• 

of  coimtfy-feati,-*hi^isit!he  capital'  bpauty 
of  Windibr.  But'T  Kilkenny  isr'fyx)j3mxti 
piSuncfque.      ^     -■:   70.7  ;,:       ;    .:;'::: 


-.  ;  -  .  f  . 

*•  .-  ,  *..         v-»lf  .ill. 


Wiasdfor  cafile  Jobk^  at,  is  ;anguC^  and 
venerable,  but 'wheo:  yoji.iookiibnfcil:^  there 
is  nothing  to  J  infpire  - 1  thbfe  ide»9*.- :  Not 
Eton's  fpires,  not  Cooper's  claffic  hill>  not 
Cliveden's  gay  alcove,  nor  Glo'fter's  gayer 
lodge,,  can  furaifh.«fucha  lavifljpy^ripty  to 
the  landikip'paintei\,:a$  .  the&.  fiibernian 
fcenes.  There  Nat mp'  has  p;finte4T  with  her 
moftcorre<a  pencil^  here  (be  has  d^ftiefd  with 
a  more  <:arekfs  hai^.     This  is^  thCrfancifal 

and 
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and  fiery  iketch  of  a  great  mafier,  that  the 
touched  and  finiflied  work  of  a  ftudious 
compofer.  Without  either  mountain  oc 
fea,  no>land£kip  can,  in  my  conception,  be 
perfed;.  it  wants  the  grand  attribute  of 
fubliniity.  Windfdr  Foreft  was  a  theme 
exadly  level  to  the  tame  genius  of  Mr. 
Pope,  whofe  lines  are  not  more  harnionious 
than  the  fubjed  ;  but  it  was  fuch  a  rude 
orjgioal  as  this,  which  raviflied  Milton  into 
that  briiliant  dfifcription. 

Scrdighr  rhinc  eyes  hath  caught  new  pJeafurcs, 
Whilft^helandikip  round  ic  meafures, 
Roficc  lawos,  and  faQovr s  grey, 
Wh$r|9  the  nibliDg  flocks  do  (tray  9 , 
Mouncaios,  on  whole  barren  bread. 
The  labouring  clouds  do  reft ; 
Meadows  trim  with  dailies  pied. 
Shallow  brooks,  and  rivers  wide  : 
To#er5  and  battlements  it  fees, 
Bo(bm'd  high  in  tufted  trees. 


^■/ 


• 
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;     L  E  T  T  E  R    Xi.     . 

,    .  •       .  .  .. 

<  •        •  .  ■       • 

.        •    ,      •  KUkenny. 

TT  A  y  I  N  G  Heard  a  gre^it , deal  of  the 
■*•.  *  cave  of  Duhmore,  I  went  this  iaorn- 
ing  Jo  fee  it.  Even  beauties  too  highly 
extolled  J  before  you  fee"  them,  ;feidoih  an^ 
fwer .  your  expedatjons.  I  will  nbt^,  how- 
e ver,  rank  this  among  beautiful  objef^s,  for 
to  me  it  had  nothing  to  recommend  if. 
After  riding  fome  miles  over  a  very  rough 
road,  they  (hewed  me  -a  knoU,  or  fwelling 
ground,  in  a  green  field,  which  they  ^id 
was  the  cave's  mouth,  but  I  cduld  fee  no 
cavity,  till  I  came  to  the  very  lip.  ' 

The  aperture  was  lined  with  a  few  Hunt- 
ed fhrubs,  intertwined  with  ivy.  The  de-i 
fcent  was  apparently  eafy,  but  after  I  got 
fairly  in,  it  became  very  difEcult,  from  the 
damp  and  flippery  footing ;  I  therefore  fooa 
made  my  way  back  again,  and  took  my 
turn  of  holding  the  horfes,  that  my  fervant 
might  gratify  his  curiofity.  He  flayed  a 
great  while  in  it,  and,  when  he  came  up, 
lamented  that  I  had  not  gone  farther,  and . 
begged  of  me  to  go  down  again.     If  there 
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ftre  aiiy  fparry  incruftations  there,  it  ought 
to  have  been  viewed  by  candle-light.  But 
I  cannot  conceive  that  the  exhibition  would 
reward  the  trouble. 

ft 
J  ■ 

Do  not  however  imagine  I  loft  my  day 
with  this  bawble,fbr  in  my  way  I  pafled 
through  the  fine  old  park  of  Dunmore,  and 
farther  on,  I  faw  the  coal  mines,  which  are 
well  worth  feeing.  The  pits  are  principally 
at  Caftle-<:omber,  the  cftate  of  lord  Wandef- 
ford,  who  is  laid  to  clear  10,000/.  a  year 
by  them.  If  the  grand'  canal  were  finifhed 
to  the  Barrow,  he  would  then  probably 
make  much  more,  for  that  would  open  a 
communication  with  Dublin.  But  hills 
interpofe,  which  muft  be  pierced  through 
for  that  purptJfe. 

•       •  •      •  ■ 

One  would,  however,  thihk  that  even  a 
paaaL  pouW  not -much  lower  their  price, 
coniSjitfJpittg  the  following  extraordinary  faft. 
The  earners  Jiay  5^.  /?tfr?)tiridred  weight,  and 
fell  thdni'^r-  iJl  Srf.  iii  Dublin,- "which  is 
above  80  Englifh  miles  from  the  pits. 
Each  car  draws  but  feven  hundred  weight, 
whicli'  wffh  ^d.  for  turnpike,  makes  the 
lo&d  coft'^'  3  J.  Zd.  and  it  fells  for  i  r  j.  8  d. 
So  th^f 'ftfr  fjx  days  trivcUing  charges-  of  a 
'  man 
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manr  sjnd  horf^,  thpre  is  hat  St.  to  lay 
nothing  of  the  labour,  of  both,  and  the 
wear  and  tear  of  the  ear.  They  arc .  iaid 
to  be  laid  down  in  the  moft  remote  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  at  a  price  lb  low,  that 
it  puzzles  calculation  to  make  out  how 
the  wr^ched  carriers  can  fiabfift. 


Thefe  coals  are-  ^myerfally  prized;; for 
drying  malt  with  ^  .becaiafe  they  :emit[;  no 
fmoke.  A  firq.  made  of  them  yields  a  very 
int^nie  heat ;  it  does  i>ot  blaze  t)Ut  glow, 
iookiQ^ .  like  lumps  of  red  hot  iron  5^  the 
vapour  is  very  dangerous,  except  ill  a  room 
well  ventilated.  The  other  elemen<;s  -have. 
It  is  faid,  their  peculiarities  at  Kil4cwjiy ; 
tbqt  thefe  are  not-  fa  well  founded  uopn 
troth.  It  is  true  that  their  Afeet$  an&  piaved 
with  marble,  for  I  believe  they  have  no 
other  flone.  Their^qaarble  is  bla^k^  varie- 
gated with  white,  apdt^kes  ?(;jF€;ry:  high 
polifli.  It  is  mucb,u£bd  ifor  chimney  pieces 
^  oyer  the  kingdom  .  The  only  manufac- 
tory;  here  .  1$  for  coajrfe  cloths  and  fine 
blankets* 


^  »     S  i     •   V«         •       ^^      .  w      *.. 


Kilkenny  valuer- ^tfi^Jf  upon,  ks  fuperior 
gentility  .aj^d  urb^njty.  It  is -mjiph  .  fre- 
qucrUfi^.  by  the  oeighbauring  gentry  as  a 

countrj 
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country  refidenee,  has  &  fiand  o£  nine  fedan 
chairs,  and  is  not  without  the  appearance 
of  an  agreeable  pliaee.  -  I  went  laft  night  ta 
their  weekly  aflfembly,  and  was  foon  given 
to  underftand,  by  one  of  my  partners,  that 
Kilkenny  has  always-  been  efteetned  tha 
mod  polite  and  weU-bred  pai^t  of  the  king* 
dom;. 

Knowing  £>  littFe  of  this  country,  I  am 
not  futoi(hed  with  any  arguments  fron^ 
either  reafon  or  authority,  to  difpute  this 
pretenfion.  My  partner  was  fa  beautiful  a 
woman,  and  £o  (Iriking  an  example  of  the 
dodrine  ihe  taught,,  that  (he  led.  me  away 
an  eaiy  captive  to  her  opinion  ^  For  which 
1  can  fee  the  juAefl  grounds.  This  wa» 
the  feat  of  the  dd  Ormond  family,  here  the^ 
IkQ.  duke  kept  a  court,  as  feveral  of  hia 
predeceffors  had  done,  in  a  flyle  much 
more  magnificent  than  any  of  the  modern 
viceroys.  The  people  imbibed  the  court 
manners,  and  manners  remain  long  after 
their  caufes  are  removed. 

At  prefent,  the  inheritor  of  the  caflle  and 
ibme  o£  the  appendant  manors,  a  Roman 
catholic  gentleman,  affeds  the  flate  of  his 
ancefiors;  his  wife  receives  company  as» 
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I  am  told,  the  dd  Ormond  ladie?  ofed 
to  do  ;  Ihe  never  tetorns  vifits  5  -aftd  people 
feem  difpofed  to  yield  her  this  pre-emi- 
nence. 

- 
The  cook  belonging  to  this  inn,  theSHeaf 

of  Wheat,  wears  ruffles ;    and   though*  an 

old  man,  is  as  full  of  vivacity  as  politencfe. 

He  brings  me  every  day,  after  dinner,  fome 

delicious  pears,  and  fays  he  keeps  a  few*  for 

the  quality  who  refort  to  the  houfe;  and 

that  he  has  done  fo  for  thirty  years. 

I  am  not  fingular  in  rcmaSrking  that  the 
peafants  of  this  country  are  a  moft  comely 
breed  of  men.  They  are  generally  middle 
fized,  and  have  almoft  univerfally  dark 
brown  hair,  and  eyes  of  the  fame  ccJour. 
Their  complexions  are  clear,  their  coun- 
tenances grave,  and  their  faces  of  that 
oval  charader,  which  the  Italian  painters 
fo  much  admire.   Adieu. 
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LETTER    XII. 


Kilkenny. 


'T^  H  E  endowed  fchool  here  is  called  a 
college  J  and  certainly  no  feat  of  learn- 
ing could  Wifh  for  a  fituation  more  ch^er- 
ful^  or  more  healthful.  Such  ftagnating 
floods  as  we  have  feen  round  Magdalen- 
walks,  Merton-fields,  and  Chrift-church 
meadows,  could  never  annoy  this  charming 
Ipot.  The  city  itfelf  would  be  fomething 
like  Oxford,  if  we  could  fuppofe  Oxford 
dilapidated  of  its  towers  and  pinnacles. 

Many  people  in  Dublin  expreffed  to  me 
an  earnefl  defire,  that  Kilkenny  fhould  be 
made  the  feat  of  a  learned  fociety ;  hoping 
by  that  means  to  prevent  fo  many  from 
going  to  Scotland,  in  queft  of  education. 
Others  again  hinted,  that  if  Armagh  in 
the  north  was  to  divide  with  Kilkenny  in 
the  fouth,  the  emoluments  of  Trinity- 
College,  it  would  be  more  conducive  to 
the  interefts  of  literature  and   virtue. 

•  Difcipline 


i 


\ 
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DifcipHne  is,  however,  attended  to  with 
the  utmoft  exadnefs,  in  the  univerfity  of 
Dublin,  and  every  poflible  care  taken  to 
enforce  obedience  to  the  ftatutes.  Greater 
ftridnefs  is  certainly  obferved  th^n  with  us 
at  Oxford.  The  gates  are  regularly  attend-, 
ed,  and  no  ftudent  can  be  in  the  city, 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  porters. 
Defaulters  undergo  pecuniary  mulds,  at  the 
difcretion  of  the  Dean  and  a  board  of  Fel- 
lows. Never thelefs,  frequent  and  enor- 
rtious  outr^agcs  are  committed.  One  of  the 
gownfmen  was  lately  killed  in  a  riot  with 
the  watchmen  i  yet  it  is  believed,  that, 
in  general,  the  poor  watchmen  are  more 
Jinned  againji  than  Jinning. 

The  Lord  Mayor's  jurifdidlion  extends 
to  the  college  ;  and  it  has  been  exercifed, 
but  not  without  tumult  and  diforder.  From 
this  principle,  a  perpetual  feud  is  kept  up 
with  the  inferior  officers  of  magiftracy, 
thofe  obnoxious  reftrainers  of  natural  li- 
berty. 

But  there  is  a  political  evil  in  the  com- 
ftitution  of  this  corporate  body,  which 
brings  on  a  periodical  fever,  the  crifis  of 
which   is    generally  violent.     You  already 

fee. 
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Xce,  I  flcjeanfthe  elcdipp  of  .reprefentatives. 
This  peyer  faHs  to  breed  ^ab.unc^anpe  9f  ijl 
^bloody  CQUvuliixjg  the  whole  fyftem,  and  dif- 
.lolving  every  principle  of  health  ;\yithin. 

Nor  is  its  malignant  influence.  C9i^fined 
to  the. college  wail?.  It  not  only  fets  the 
t^toragainfl  the  pupil,  and  the  pupil  againft 
the  tutor,  but  it  fets  the  father  againft  the 
ion,  and  the  Ion  againft  the  father :  and,  what 


Qicpro  and  Cumberland  are  for.eftablifhing 

t  • 

,  Old  age  jsr  but  too  prone  fo^^opt  the  for- 
did j3)q!xims  of  wx)rldly  wifdom  i  but  this, 
gj[as !  prematurely  .wdnkles  the  mind,  and 
Jpfffftgs^^pa^rly  4ecr^^  on  private  virtue 

and  public  ifpirit.  But  let  every  influence 
be  far  and  for  ever  removed  from  our  fchools, 
^Vjr^ph, :  ARfte^d  of  expanding  the ,  affe.<f^ions 
^  Jtc^  .th^  ,lphpre  of  ,human  happinefs,  contract 
;t)^^ni  ,io  the  narrow  focus  of  felf-interert : 
^,yijipi0^  (hquldjalway^  be  conlidered,  but  as  a 
^particle,  jurthe  mafs  of  un^ivqrfal  good. 

Unhappily  for  this  fociety,  the  power  of 

..TPtJ^ning  members   is  lodged,   principally 

in  the  hands  of  boys  5  for  of  ninety  elec- 

I  Voxs^ 
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tors,  feventy  are  fcholars,  one  half  of  whonv 
are  probably  not  of  age.  From  the  Provoft's 
prerogative  of  nomination^  which  I  have  al- 
ready explained  to  yon  j  it  is  evident  that 
he  can,  in  feven  years,  as  vsrith  a  plaftic  hand, 
mould  this  fbciety  into  the  arbitrary  form  of 
his  wifhes ;  for  in  that  period,  between  fe- 
venty  and  eighty  of  the  whole  may  be  of 
his  own  creation^ 

A  new  Provoft  indeed  coming  in,  at  the 
eve  of  an  eledion,  may  find  many  refrac- 
tory, and  fbme  rebellions  fiibjedls  in  his  do- 
minions. He  fhould  not  therefore  endea- 
vour, all  at  once,  to  drive  them  into  allegi- 
ance ;  he  (hould  only  gradually  lead  them 
into  compliance.  And  he  has,  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  his  power,  fuch  a  magazine  df  re- 
fources,  as  cannot  fail  to  operate  powerfully 
on  the  majority. 

If  univerfities  mud  have  reprelentatives 

in  parliament,  it  would  be  well  for  that  of 

Dublin,  if  its  Fellows  only  had  beeii  veftfed 

with  the  pwrivilege  of  freeholders,  and  that 

the  Provoft  had  here,  as  in  other  cafes,  the 

power  of  nomination  ;  for  reafons,  obvious 

from  what  I  have  already  faid. 

Scarce 
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Scarce  a  week  pafles  without  the  appear* 
ance  of  ibme  fatirical  produdion,  either  in 
profe  or  verfe,  pointed  at  the  higheft  in  fta- 
tion,  and  the  mod  eminent  for  abilities  of 
the  whole  body.  No  lefe  than  two  volumes 
of  thefe  have  been  already  colleded,  under 
the  title  of  Pranceriana  5  which,  however 
they  may  difcover  great  talents  for  wit  and 
humour,  in  the  young  gentlemen  who  wrote 
them,  fufiiciently  evince  the  unfortunate 
political  iyflem  of  this  learned  republic. 
Adieu. 


I  2 
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LET^'iER    xiiL 


CalheljSepVemWrSth,  i^ 

/\N  leaving  Kitkennv^Jl  w^s  m  Houbt 
^^^  whetlier  1  fKould  ma^e  !my  foutc  fey 
Watef ford  3  it  oeiiig  a  vqry;  tnn vipg  city, 
with  t^e  fineft  Quay  in  frefaiid.,  Biit,  the 
leaion  oeing  10  far  advancea,  Cork,  Liime- 
rick,  and  Galway,  mull  fuffice  for  the  gr^t 
cities.  From  them  1  hope  to  acquire  ibme 
idea  erf  the  ftate  of  trade  j  and,  by  making 
this  zigzag  through  the  midland  region,  I 
fliall  have  a  better  opportunity  of  noting 
indigenal  manners,  and  the  unmixed  influ- 
ence of  the  paftoral  life. 

1  breakfafted  at  Callen,  which  withftood 
Cromwell's  united  forces  for  fome  days  in 
1649,  ^^w  ^  P^^^  dirty  town,  interfperfed 
with  the  numerous  ruins  of  old  caflles  and 
religrous  houfes.  The  prevalence  of  inte* 
reft,  in  this  paltry  borough,  has  been  long 
contefted  both  in  the  courts  of  law,  and  in 
the  fields  of  honour.  They  crofs  the  feas 
to  difpatch  each  other,  by  the  piftol  or  the 
fword.     The   feud   is   become   hereditary, 

and 
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and  not  likely  to  be  extinguiftied  by  the 
<leat;h  of  one  of  the  principals. 

Duelling,  it;  is  argued,  may  in  fome  cafes 
be  confidered  as  a  neceffary  evil ;  but  if  its 
tendency  be  to  refine  manners,  the  frequency 
of  It,  in  this  kingdom,  is  a  certain  fign  of 
imperfeCl  civilization.  The  contagion  of  it 
infedJ?  all  ranks. 

The. firft  place  I  ftopped  at  in  the  province 
of  Munfter,  was  a  little  village  called 
Killynaul  J  where  the  country  aiTumed  a 
very  different  appearance  from  what  I  had 
before  obferved.  The  inaufpicious  opera- 
tion of  pafturage  became,  however,  vifible 
before  I  left  Leinfter.  For  ten  or  twelve 
miles  on  this  fide  of  Kilkenny,  the  foil  was 
far  from  rich,  it  was  rather  indeed  poor; 
yet  it  was  pretty  well  cultivated,  the  fields 
were  enclofed  with  hedges  and  ditches,  and 
the  country  embellifhed  with  houfes  and 
"plantations.  But,  as  the  ground  improves, 
on  approaching  the  borders  of  Munftef*, 
agriculture  ceafes,  and  not  a  houfe,  not  a  - 
hedge,  not  a  ditch  is  to  be  feen.  The 
country  is  abdicated  by  the  human  fpecies, 
and  peopled  with  fheep. 

Nor 
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Nor  was  the  change  lefs  evident  in  the 
manners  of  the  people.  There  was  nothing 
in  them,  however,  that  could  remind  you 
of  the  golden  age  ^  no  refemblance  of  that 
limplicity  attributed  by  poets  to  the  fhep- 
herd  ftate ;  nothing  like  that  furly  awkward- 
jiefs  of  our  Englifh  clowns,  who  have  one 
general  anfwer,  I  don't  knowj  to  almoft 
every  queftion  a  flranger  afks.  Thefe  pea- 
sants have  no  fheepifhnefs  about  them,  are 
tinder  no  embarrafTment  when  you  fpeak  to 
them,  feem  never  at  a  lofs,  but  are  bleifed 
with  an  abrupt  and  fudden  promptitude  of 
reply. 

It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  difficult  to  ac- 
count for  this  obvious  contrail.  Our  pea- 
fantry,  intent  upon  their  own  proper  affairs, 
are  not  at  the  expence  of  thinking  upon 
other  fubjeds ;  whereas  thefe  poor  men,  hav- 
ing neither  labour  nor  trade  to  engage  their 
attention,  are  more  occupied  with  other  pea» 
pie's  affairs  than  their  own  j  excujji  fropriis 
flliena  negotia  curant. 

In  ridicule  of  their  paflion  for  news, 
my  companion  Spencer  tells  the  following 
(Ipry,   "  A  Frenchman,  who  having  been 

fometimq 
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Sometime  in  Ireland,  and  there  marked  their 
great  enquiry  for  news,  and  meeting  after- 
wards in  France  an  Irifhman,  whom  he 
knew  in  Ireland,  firil  faluted  him,  and  afters- 
wards  iaid  merrily,  O9  Sir,  pray  you  tell  me 
of  courtefy,  have  you  heard  any  thing  of  the 
news,  that  you  fo  much  inquired  for  in  your 
country  ?" 

It  is  not  neceflary  to  aifign  fo  many  caufes, 
for  this  vain  curiofity,  as  Spencer  does  ^  for 
idlenefi  comprizes  them  all.  Wherever  a 
people  have  but  little  employment,  and 
have,  at  the  fame  time,  quick  and  lively 
imaginations,  they  will  of  courfe  be  gar- 
rulous andinquiiitive.  The  very  fame  pro^ 
perty,  we  find  St.  Paul  afcribing  to  the 
Athenians,  ^^  who,  fpent  their  time  in  no* 
thing  elfe,  but  either  to  tell  or  hear  fome- 
thing  new.'* 

My  hoft  was  very  courteous,  for  on  my 
declining  to  go  into  his  houfe,  the  exterior 
of  which  was  not  very  inviting,  and  on 
telling  him  that  I  only  meant  to  feed  my 
horics ;  he  replied  with  an  air  of  franknefs 
and  civility:  '*Ah!  by  my  fhoul,  you're 
welcome  to  the  beft  room   in  my  houfe, 

fuppofe 
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fuiipbfe  yotf  heitlter  6at  n<»^  cfrhik/^  P  ffiftt 
fteppfed  in,  aiicl  he  bc(iai&6  ndt  left  coftirtSS* 
nicative  than  he  wai  ihquifitive.  He  fe^ 
pofed  that  I  was  a  lawyer,  and  thtft  1  canfe^ 
from  I)irbKn;  and  fecrhed  ^onifhed*ffiW 
I  knew  fo  litfffr  of  the  country,  acnd  that  * 
never  had  beeft  there  bfeforfr. 

Upon  my  fuppofing,  in  my  turn,  that 
the  clear  fire  fefefbre  fhte  ^sr  6f  KUkcAliy 
coal,  hisf  anfwer  Wa^  fdtsfewhat  iiidlg&iinty 
yet  ftitfgW  with  hifoVmatiton.  "  Arrah  ntif 
diy  Aedt  )eWcl^  fot  by  Sh^fus  we  have  at 
godd  coal  as  Kilkenny  ourfelvefi,  ay  and 
better  too.  The  devil  an  infch  you  :rode  ta-< 
day  but  npan  coal  pits.  Sure  it  is  we  that 
ferve  all  Munfter  with  coals,  and  Gonnaugbt 
too.  Did  not  the  Dutch  Boors  offer  to. 
their  countryman,  king  William,  that,  if 
he  would  let  them  live  by  the  laws  df 
Holland,  that  they  would  make  meadow 
ground  of  the  whole  bog  of  AUehj  and 
carry  the  coals  of  KiUinaul,  through  theit 
canals,  all  over  Ireland,  ay  and  England 
too.  For  you  fee,  that  our  coal  is  the 
hotteft  coal  in  the  liniverfe,  and  the  only 
coal  for  drying  malt  with,  betaufe  it  has  no 

fmoke, 
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finoke,  and  therefore^  gives  the  beer  aeithei 
fiiftb  nor  fiaclk" 

He  then  touched  upon  the  affaur  of  the 
Whh»-boy5,  to  whom  he  was  no  friend. 
He  &id  they  bad  been  in  that  town  the 
very  mght  before.  Yoa  have  heard,  of 
tbefe  bamlitfii.  I  am  not  yet  in  pofleifion 
of  the  true  ftate  of  their  cafe.  For  it  is  £o 
varioufly  reprefcnted  in  this  country ,  that 
one  muft  liftcn  with  attention,  and  affent 
with  caution.  But  the  whole  country 
roond  Kiilinaul  bears  upon  the  very  face 
of  it,  an  evident  and  fufficient  caufe  for 
their  iniurgcncy ;  if  infurgency  it  may  be 
called,  where  each  houfekeeper  difclaims 
all  connedlion  with  the  wretches  con- 
cerned. 

Calhel  is  a  good  town,  but  a  poor  city ; 
it  confifls,  as  I  guefs,  of  between  five  and 
fix  hundred  houfes,  fome  of  which  are  very 
decent,  and  look  as  if  inhatiited  by  perfbns 
of  condition.  It  muft  have  been  formerly 
a  place  of  the  firft  confequence  in  Ireland, 
for  here  Henry  II.  held  a  fynod. 

There  is  fomewhat  ftill  venerable  in  the 
ruins  of  the  churches  and  monafteries  in 

this 
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this  ancient  city.  %iocunque  ingredimur  in 
aliquam  hijioriam  vejiigium  ponimus.  The 
fight  of  the  cathedral  alone  is  a  full  corn- 
pen  fati  on  for  the  lofs  I  may  have  fuftained 
in  palling  by  Waterford.  It  is  at  once  the 
largeft  and  moft  ancient  in  the  kingdom. 
I  took  a  perfpedtive  of  it  this  morning,  from 
a  room  in  the  Archbifhop's  houfe.  It  is, 
as  you  fee,  built  upon  a  rock,  and  the  whole 
is  ufually  called  the  Rock  of  CaJbeL 

The  dimenfion  of  the  nave  and  choir, 
from  call  to  weft,  is  about  200  feet,  as  I 
computed  by  ftepping  through  nettles,  and 
over- tumbling  fragments  of  ftone  and  mor- 
tar. The  fteeple  is  in  the  centre  of  the 
crofs ;  near  the  eaft  angle  of  the  north  ile 
is  a  round  tower,  to  which  leads  a  fubter- 
raneous  paffage  from  the  church.  Tradi- 
tion fays  it  is  the  oldeft  ftrudure  upon  the 
rock,  which  feems  more  than  probable 
from  a  trifling  circumftance  ;  all  the  build-- 
ings  upon  the  rock,  which  is  limeftone  or 
marble,  are  built  of  the  fame  material,  ex- 
cept the  tower,  which  is  of  freeftone.  It 
may,  therefore,  be  at  leaft  prefumed,  that 
the  practice  of  quarrying  was  not  then  very 
common. 


Sir 
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Sir  James  Ware  fays,  this  cathedral  was 
built,  about  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Englifh  under  Henry  11. ;  but  a  learned 
clergyman,  whom  I  met  in  Dublin,  aiTures 
me,  that  in  this  the  knight  was  miftaken ; 
for  it  appears  from  an  inquilition  made  in 
the  fecond  of  Henry  IV.  that  the  donation  of 
certain  lands,  by  the  founder  Donald  O'Brien, 
was  confirmed  by  letters  patent  of  king 
John.  Now  Donald  was  brother  to  Mo- 
rough  More,  king  of  Munfter,  A.  D.  1086, 
and  this  authentic  record  is  to  be  feen  Rot. 
Pat.  ii.  T.  i.  3  pt.  D. 

Cormac*s  chapel,  which  you  may  ob- 
ferve  in  the  angle,  on  the  fouth  of  the  choir, 
is  near  two  centuries  older  than  the  church ; 
for  Cormac  was  king  of  Munfter  A.  D. 
901;  This  chapel,  fifty  feet  by  eighteen 
in  the  clear,  is  a  very  curious  ftrudure,  and 
of  a  ftyle  totally  diflferent  from  the  church. 
Both  on  the  outfide  and  infide,  are  columns 
over  columns,  better  proportioned  than  one 
could  exped,  from  either  .the  place  or  the 
time.  The  cieling  is  vaulted,  and  the  outfide 
of  the  roof  is  corbeled  fo  as  to  form  a  pedi- 
iTipnt  pitch.     At  the  angles  of  the  eaft  end 

arc 
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arc  two  fmall  tovireics,  oije  of  whicji  you 
va^y  diftinguifh  iix  my  ij^etclv 

It  may  not  be  unworthy  obfervatujwp, 
th^t  the  chapel  is  not  parallel  to  t]^ 
c^iurcljL,  as  it  tends  to.  confirm  the  greater 
antiquity,  of  the  chapel;  foi;  had  th& 
church  been  the  pl4?r  building,  it  is  pro- 
bable they  would  bftve  ac?oi?cunoxiated,  the 
chapel  to  it,  t^ipugh,  on  the  cpntrary,  th^jj 
would  not  have  ^^^ptpd  the  churph  to  thp 
chapel  A?  the  firil  builders  ojF  churche?. 
were  religiouily  exad  in  placing  them  due 
caft  and  weft,  the  deviation  of  the  chapel 
from  the  true  line,  we  may  prefqme,  vyas 
correfled  in  the  church. 

If  we  could  be  certain  that  due  atten- 
tion was  given  to  the  meridian,  at  found- 
ing each  of  thefe  ftrudures,  then  the  want 
of  parallelifm  *  in  them  would  become  a 
datum  for  afcertaining  the  difference  of  their 

dates, 

*  Since  I  wrote  the*  above,  Mr.  O'Halloran  fhewed  me 
his  book,  in  which  he  gives  the  ichnography  of  thefe  .build- 
ings ;  yet  no  notice  is  taken  of  this  want  of  parallelifm. 
He  feemed  furprifed  when  1  mentioned  it  to  him,  and  fllll 
more  fo,  when  I  told  him  that  the  engraver  had  inverted  the 
whole  plate,  putting  the  north  for  the  fouth,  and  the  weft  for 
the  eaft.  He  told  me  he  intrufted  the  taking  of  the  plan  to 
a  common  furveyor,  and  that  he  had  the  fedion  of  the  chapel, 
which  is  inverted  alfo,  from  Colonel  ValJancey. 


OF  THE  SOUTH  dF  tft^LAND.  125 

"Hdtes.  Fbr  *we  *krio%  tMt  thc^tStiWiHdxes 
moVe '  in  dntecedentiaj6hcd€gtiit  in  ftfgftty- 
^two  years ;  tliefcfbre,  by  turning  the  'an- 
gle, which  thefe  two  brfldihgs  iri^e  With 
each  other,  into  years,  we  have  the  inter- 
val bctv^e^n  ffidr ^  i^fjieQi^e  fotiihiations. 

If  ttfis^iri^e,  ■  ffie- faiti^iiiteirierit  of  which 
I'mVe  to  Toihe-ftittife'travai^r,  be  fhffee 
^^d^r68s,  it^btiH-^nfwfer  tfeii^fy  to  ttie'  ftfp- 
'■^fcd  d?ffefttit:e.    fititfthe^*l^lewas^i<t>Iia- 

'  tfign  ^it^^WiU  ^ftriftg'^hVfbiinflatien  -of  the 

^- Wpcl,  io  Hie4iff9(«cP  oP  tfee^«fth^  cSSif u¥y . 

-Ifftad  'itls  ^^6tc  4Han  p^feSbfeiftiatit^^^fes 
ereded  by  Cormac,  upon  the  veryffeftftfda- 
tion   of  that  church,  originally  built  here 

^-ty^Stn^rifck. 

That  there  was  an  edifice  of  lime  and 
ftone  here  in  the  fifth  century,  Colonel 
VaHtacey  fliews  to  be  highly  credible ;  for 
the  name  t>f  the  place  is  itientioned  in  the 
alfts  of  the  life  of  St.  Patrick,  and  that 
name,  Cas-iol^  fignifies  literally  a  houfe  of 
lime  and  ftone.  'As  this  was  the  feat  of  the 
kings  of  Munfter,  we  may  naturally  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  caftle  ilpon  the  rock  was 
their  refidence,  before  the  introdudion  of 

ChT\ft\aiD!v\.^ , 
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Chrifiianity,  as  it  continued  to  be  aftCer*, 
Cormac  w^s  not  only  king,  but  Archbi- 
fliop.  Rex  Anius^  rex  idem  hominum 
Pbcsbique  facerdos. 

Having  now  given  you,  Dodor,  a  full  dole 
of  learned  difquifition,  I  ftiall  conclude  this 
epifllc,  with  the  quaint  epitaph  of  an  Arch-* 
bifhop  of  Calhel,,  who  was  a  great  favourite 
of  queen  Elizabeth.  Bedrid  for  two  years 
before  his  death,  which  happened  in  his 
hundredth  year,  he  had  the  infcription  deep- 
ly cut  on  a  plate  over  his  monument; 
which  is  placed  on  a  high  balis  in  the  iouth 
fide  of  the  choir,  with  his  effigy  in  alto 
relievo. 

Mileri  Magrath  Archiepilcopi  Cafhelienfis 

ad  viatorem  carmen. 

Venerat  in  Dunum  primo  fanftiffimus  olira 

Patricius,  noftri  gloria  magna  foli. 

Huic  ego  fuccedensy  utinam  tarn  fanflus  ut  ille. 

Sic  Duni  primo  tempore  prxful  eram. 

Anglia^luAradecem,  fed  poft^  tua  fceptra  colebam^ 

Principibus  placui,  marte  tonante^  tuis. 

Hie,  ubi  fum  pofitus,  non  fum,  fumubi  non  fum  ; 

Sum  nee  in  ambobus,  fum  fed  utroque  loco. 

Dominus  eft  qui  me  judicat. 

Qui  flat  caveat  ne  cadat. 
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Calhel. 

S  the  Rock  of  Cafhel  overlooks  the 
town,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  great 
extent  of  country,  the  moil  fertile  in 
the  kingdom,  it  is  no  wonder  that  it  was 
chofen  for  the  refidence  of  the  kings  of 
Munder.  It  has,  however,  loft  its  rank  <^ 
importance  among  the  cities,  for  want  of  a 
navigable  river.  This  would  have  more 
availed  it  ^t  prefect,  than  that  it  was  once 
the  throne  of  kings. 

Such  a  trad  of  country  as  is  feen  from 
the  Rock,  if  in  England,  or  even  under  the 
hands  of  common  induftry,  would  be  bb 
beautifully  rich  as  any  in  the  Britifh  em- 
pire. From  thence  you  have  an  extended 
horizon,  except  where  the  Gaultees  inter- 
pofe  ^  and  this  long  chain  of  lofty  hills  / 
gives  a  mofi  pidurefque  contour  in  many 
places.  The  interjacent  grounds,  fertile 
as  avidity  itfelf  could  wifh,  are  not  a  dead 
level,  but  gently  diverfified  by  lively  un- 
dttlations«. 

After 
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After  all,  the  profped  is  far  from  being 
pleafant.  It  requires  an  abftradion  of  ad- 
ventitious circumfiances  to  perceivfe  its  na- 
tural beauty :  with  a  total  negled  of  cul- 
tivation, there  is  (carce  a  tree  to  be  feen. 
The  country  is  interfcded  with  walls  of 
dry  ftone,  and  ditches  that  never  have  been 
quickcd.  The  iquire^s  country  icat,  the 
rich  farm  houfe,  or  even  the  warm  cottage^ 
^re  here  lookedfbr,  but  looked  for »m^viam. 
If  there  be  an  habitation,  it  is  that^dfthe 
face-ground  ihc];)hcrd,  whbfe  fordid  ^hov*! 
ferves  *  fcut  to  caft '  a  deeper  ftiade  '%pcmi  the 
gloom  of  depopulation.  Your  philanthropy 
VTOtild  ficken  at  the  forlorn  ftate  -^f'this 
goodly  tra£t. 

In 'the  town  IS' tt*  large  arid  comfortable 
See-houfe,  built  ^within  half  a  -  eentwy. 
The  old  epifcopal  feat  was  the 'building  you 
may  fee,  on  the  wkft  erid  of'^theeathedrtil. 
But  this  was  battered  ^n  the  rebellion  of 
^641,  by  Lord  Inchiquin,  who  put  all  the 
priefts  to  death  he  found  in  it,  as  they  were 
the  principal  part  of  the  garrifon,  whilch 
defended  the  fortrefs. 

The  prefent  Archbifhop  has  a  houfc 
upon  his  own  eftate,  where  he  lives.     You 

will 
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win  be  furprifed  when  I  *ell  you  that  theits 
is  !rK)t  «veft  a  roofed  church  in  this  ttii^trO'^ 
poli«-  the  lervice  teeitjg  parfwnn^d  m  a 
lorry  rftOto,  where  country  courts  are  hek!. 
The  choir  ^6f  the  fcffthedral  was  fcept  ift  re- 
pair, and  ufod  as  a  )^ri<fa  church,  till  witt^in 
thiity  ydarsj'  btft  thfe  fituation  ftot  terng 
acceffible  eftoughj*— which,  however,  ao/. 
would  have  r^idered  fo  5*— the  roof  was 
wantonly  polled  ddwn,  an  a£t  of  parlia- 
ment and  a  grant  of  money  being  fofliiob- 
tained,  to  change  the  fite  of  the  cathedral, 
from  the  «K:k  *o  thie  town.  A  new  dkirch 
of  ninety  feet  by  !forty-five,  was  accoidfegly 
begun,  «id  raifed  as  higfe^s  the  w#li  plates. 
But  in  that  ftatc  it  has  flood  for  near  twenty 
years. 

You  wonld  be  aitiaoed,  confidcring  how 
thMy  the  cotttitiy  is  iahafeited^  at  thctoum- 
1)br  of  Rbrtianifts  I  faw-  on  Sunday,  affem- 
bled  togctbeT.  Rowhd  the  akar  were  fe- 
verai  pi^re^;  whidt,  bding  at  the  diilance 
of  a  very  long  nave  of  an  old  mooaflery,  I 
went  round  to  the  door  of  one  of  the  tran- 
fepts,  in  order  to  fee  them  more  diflindly. 
The  people  made  way  for  me,  and  fome  of 
them*  offered  to  coadu6l  me  to  where  the 

K  quality 
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quality  fat ;  but  this  I  declined.  While  I 
flood,  at  the  door,  a  woman  came  up,  and 
aiked  for  fome  holy  water,  of  a  man  who 
flood  at  the  font^  he  reached  her  fome 
in  the  hollow  of  his  hand,  and  with  the 
remainder  he  befprinkled  me.  He  took 
me,  I  fuppofe,  for  an  heretic,  ,and  there^ 
fore  was  fare  1  fiood  in  need  of  lufiration. 
I  thought  it,  however,  time  to  go,  left  my 
not  Joining  in  the  ceremonies  might  look 
partijcular. 

The  priefl:  was  very  decently  habited,  in 
veftments  of  party-coloured  filk,  with  a 
large  crofs  embroidered,  on  the  outfide  a 
garment,  which  hung  down  behind.  He 
muttered  the  fervice,  and  frequently  turned 
round  to  the  altar  and  kiffed  it,  after  hav* 
ing  firft  bowed  to  it.  On  the  altar  burned 
two  candles  J  juft  emblem  of  their  fuper- 
flition }  The  dim  light  of  tapers  held  forth 
in  the  blaze  of  day  !  Yet,  even  here,  it  is 
poflible,  that  God  may  be  worfhipped  in 
fpirit  and  in  truth  ;  for  *'  he  dwelleth  not 
in  temples  made  by  hands,  as  if  he  needed 
any  thing." 

This  argues  not,  however,  that  true  re- 
ligion fliould  let  her  temples  fall  into  ruin 

and 
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and  decay.  Much,  very  much,  depends 
upon  a  decent  exterior.  What  elfe  has  the 
church  of  Rome  to  fuppbrt  herfelf  upon  ? 
Even  that  beggarly  difplay  of  outward  ele- 
ments, exhibited  in  this  old  abbey  6f  Cafliel, 
has  fomewhat  to  engage  the  imagination, 
and  even  to  mend  the  heart, 

It  is  true,  that  telling  of  beads,   faying 
^ve  mariasj  croffing  of  the  breaft  and  fore-  ; 
head,  being  fprinkled  with  fait  and  water^  . 
and  abflaining  from  flefti  and  labour,  upon  j 
certain  days,  are  as  indefenfible  on  the  fpi-  1 
ritual  principles  of  the  Goipel,  as  on  the  \ 
ground  of  philofophy.     But  I  alk,  where  is  \ 
the  majority  of  any  denomination  of  Chrif-   i 
tians,  that  can.diftinguifh  the  letter  from    i 
the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  ?   What  multitude  is 
philofophical  ?  What  vulgar  is  rational  ?  The 
bulk  of  all  perfuafions  believe  they  know 
not   what,    and    pradife   they  know  not 
why. 

One  of  the  caulcs,  affigned  by  Spencer, 
for  the  obflrudion  of  due  reformation  in  Ire- 
land, is  the  negled  of  the  churches ;  which, 
he  complains,  "  lie  for  the  moft  part  even 
with  the  ground  j  and  of  thofe  lately  re- 
paired ibme  are .  fo  unhandfomely  patched, 

K  a    '  •    .  and 
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and  thatched,  that  men  do  even  fhun  the 
places  for  the  uncomelinefs  thereof." 

After  quitting  the  abbey,  I  went  to  the 
Court-le6t  toom  to  hear,  and,  I  own,  to  fee 
the  fervice  of  God  performed,  according  to 
the  ufage  of  the  church  of  England,  And 
there  I  found  a  thin  congregation,  compofed 
of  fome  well-dreffed  women,  fortie  half- 
dozen  boys,  and  perhaps  half  a  fcott  of  foot 
foldicrs.  For  there  is  a  fchool  and  a  barrack 
in  the  t6wh. 

How  differently  is  the  ftate  t>{  the  drocefe 
of  Armagh  represented  ?  It  is  faid,  that  the 
archbifhop  of  that  fee  has  not  only  decorated 
his  cathedral,  given  it  an  organ,  and  fixed  a 
choir  there,  but  that  he  has  built  one  of  the 
bed  hdufes  in  the  kingdotu,  a  real  palace, 
fuited  to  his  elevated  l"ank. 

It  was  originally  intended  that  bifhops 
fliould  refide  in  cities.  Lord  Coke  is  of 
opinion  that  the  Very  refldence  of  .a  biifhop 
conftitiites  a  city.  'His  tj'race  therefore, 
with  ideas  truly  epifcopal,  would  have  Ar- 
magh a  city  n6t  oftly  of  coiirfefy  ;blit  in 
reality ;  and  to  efFeCl'it,  he  iiiakes  it  a  con- 
dition with  his  tenants, 'that  they  fhall  all 
build  good  houfes,  and  Hate  them.     Inventa 

lateritia^ 
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lateritia^  marmorea  linquenda.  Nor  has  he 
flopped  here.  He,  at  his  own  expence,  has 
built  and  endowed  a  fumptuoos  diocefan 
library  ;  and  by  his  influence  and  contri- 
bution he  has  ereded  a  magnificent  hofpital, 
a  college,  and  e^O;  a  barrack.  I^is  clergy 
are  all  £p)lawipg  i)i!641i^p&;  and.new  houfes, 
new  churches^  ^nd.  ipired  fleepl^s  afe  ev^ry 
day  rifing  tbrpVgH  eyery  quftrtefr,.  Qf  his 

dioc^fc*     .  ,      .   •' 

s 

I  .         •  « 

#      t 

Dr.  Garnet,  bifljop  of  Clogher,  h^d  been 
long  purfuing  the  fame  plan.  He  has  im- 
proved his  cathedral  and  palace,  built 
churches '  where  they  .  have  been  waiting, 
and  fcar(;^  :^  parij(h  ivyhxf^  diocefe  is  \yIthout 
9  goo4  ne^w;  p^yiipn^ge-houfe. 

r  ,  ■       •  ■  , 

I  _ 

gtijl  farther  QQrtJi;  Hervey,  brother  to 
Lot4.  Br:ii^<>^)  is  following  their  example^. 
A&di.' all  tPg^th^r,  they  ^re  repdefing  Ul- 
fler,  the  inoil  nv^^vintaiiaous  and  barren 
quarter  of  the  kingdom,  as  eminently  fu- 
peridr  to  the  other  provinces,  in  the  cccle- 
flaflical  ^department,  as  it  had  been  before 
in^civaL 


1 ' 


S^dyiHt  mud  bciiiTed  with  a  fubjedl  which 
CAQQot  pp^e^r  ^%  li  :diilatice,  of  fuohr  import- 
'»iu»i  a».  to  on(  on  tho  fpot.    Good  qight. 

LET- 
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LETTER    XV. 

CaftieL 

TV/r  Y  fhort  ftay  here  has  afforded  me  frcr 
quent  opportunities  of  converfing  with 
the  common  people ;  who,  having  obfcrved 
me  meafuring  one  of  thfc  monafteries,  would 
fometimes  follow  me  at  a  diftance,  and  fbme- 
times  throw  themfelves  in  my  way,  in  order 
to  get  or  give  information. 

Their  native  humour  was  entertaining, 
and  their  remarks  upon' men  arid  martners 
Ihrewd  and  fagacious ;  but  nothing  could 
be  more  ridiculous  arid  abiurd  than  their 
traditional  tales.  Alking  them  for  the  rea- 
fon  of  the  name  of  the  Hore  Abbey, '  they 
told  me,  that  one  of  their  queens,  whb  in 
her  youth  had  been  a  great  whore^  founded 
it  for  the  falvation  of  her  poor  foul.  - 

Their  curiofity  -was  ftrong  to  know 
whence  1  came,  and  where  1  was  going, 
and  what  could  be  my  motive  for  taking 
the  dimenfions  of  fuch  old  walls.  It  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  remove  their. referve 
towards  me,  that  I  was  unknown  by  every 
body  J  yet  they  did  not,  without  an  artful 

and 
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and  wily  addrefs,  difcover  their  fcntiments 
as  to  the  White-boys.  They  always  took 
care  to  fay,  that  they  were  wrong  in  what 
they  were  about,  at  the  very  time  they  were 
iniinuating  that  others  were  more  in  fault 
than  they. .  .  ^ 


•    '» *  %*      *  A     k 


Ycfterday  there  was  a  horfe-race,  and  at 
night  an  aflembly.  Too  bufy  for  the  CQurfe 
in  the  mprning,  I  was  ^lad  of  an  opppctu^ 
nity  to  change  the  iblitude,  of  an  iqn,.  for 
fuch  gaiety  in  the  evening.  And  never  was 
I  more  iurprifed  than  at  the  multitude  and 
politeneis  of  the  company.  Some  nobility, 
and  all  the  gentry  from  far  and  near,  were 
colled^ed  together.  We  had  no  lefs  than 
two  fets  of  dancers,  and  three  or  four  card 
tables.  The  ladies  were  not  only  well  but 
elegantly  drcffed,  in  the  ton  of  a  winter,  or 
twQ  iince  in  London. 

*  *  .«■ 

Of  what  extremes  is  this  country  cdm- 
pofed  ?  Here  every  thing  wore  the  face  of 
feftivity  and  pleafure  v  it  looked  as  if  Amal- 
thea  bad  emptied  her  hprn  in  this  fpott  I 
had  heard  of  vivacity^  and  I  had  feen  it  in 
individuals,  but  never,  till  laft  night,^  did  I 
fee  it  univerfally  pervade  fo  large  a  mafs, 

The 
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*.*t  ■»•  »••. 

The  w6thcn  vied  witfrfhe  nnfen  'm  the^aif- 
pky*  oFahimaKpb^ers':  -.    -  >-  j  v .  ■    ;  c  ,    . 

.».^        •  -  vv       f  -♦-         ^  «».-.«.-•         «r  -♦■  4k  ««,.|.,<  ..    .*. 

Ybilfekve  ieen- 'Stufebs's  bidiftrt'-df  the 
Chaficrt  6f  the  SiJhr  arid  ychi^mky'rcriiete- 
ber  how  the  wheels  blaze,  and'Kclw' the 
horfes  are  maned  with  flame;  everything 
feettW'in'the  nai£M  ftate^of  cdiii!a|^ktk>n. 


da(nc$  as  if  the  pradiJcfe'  "Tibet  not 
congehiar  to  us  ^-'bi/t' litre  th'eyt 'ifio^ey  as 
if  aariciiighad  Weii-  ¥he'bufiri^%' Bieir 
live?.  The  Rocl^^^af-'Cafoel  yf}^''^iL\'hxtiti 
whlth-"fcemed''td'"irtft)iit  particd^f  itriiitta^ 

x*^_L*     r     :l     :"  *    .'«.     O  /  •  1     •'■f»f     ♦v - 

ThefB  people  !hdrife'''(Jtiick    dnd    violent 
fpirits;'  betraymg'tlrem'ft  idtci  fiid- 

den  ftarts  of  indecoruni^  which  ^the'^feverity 
of  pundilio  would  not  fail  to  cenfure,  while 
cahdbiir  •  would  bhly  corifider  thfeto'^arf'  the 
venial  fbfhes  of  *?rtti  and  gobd4iuiiidu^i 
I  have  feen  the  wfidle  room  in  a  eoiiviilfion 
of  laughter  at  a  felife  "ftep  made  by  6ne  of 
the  dancers.  Not  doeis  peniyy  reprcfi  'theffe 
ebullitions  among**  tJic  lower  rahfcs^j'for 
though  four  centihels,  with  their  bayonets 

fixed, 
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fixed,  were  ftationed  at  the  door,  th©  mob 
ruftied  in,  and  rendered  the  room  very  of- 
fend ve. 

How  different  are  the  effedls  of  the  feme 
fenfiMlky  in  another  Kne  ?  I  had  been  ftrol- 
ling-  through  the  market,  in  ordeir  to  fee 
what  commodities  were  fold,  arid  to  ob* 
fervtfthe  humi3urs  of  the  peoplb  • "  when  I 
Temarked  a  poor  woman;  who  had  loft  her 
purfe,  containing  but  two  of  three  fhillings. 
The  poor  crfeatilr*  wept  aloud,  and  the 
women,about  her,  joined  in  the  lamentation ; 
which  had  fubh  an  effect,  that  a  general 
outcry  was  the  cdnfequence,  fo  piteous  and 
fo  doleful,  that /ftie  men  theirfelves  couM 
not  refrain  the  iympathetic  tear. 

In  this  market  lobferved  a  great  number 
of  little  bags,  which  men  carried  in  upon 

theii:  (boulders^    and    fet    down  for    fale. 

»   .  •  . .  •        »  -  « 

Upon  examination,  I  found  them.  fiHed  with 
wheat';*  fome  of  thsrii  -  contained  ten  or 
twelve  pounds,  fonie  a  ftone  and.  a  half, 
fonte  more  and  iopi^  lefsh  It  is  liardly  ne- 
ceffarjf  to  review  the  face  of  the  country, 
in  order  to  learn  the  ftate  of  its  agriculture  j 
this  'fingle  fadl  refteds  it  as  a  mirror. 

Were 
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Were  I  to  devife  an  emblematical  figure 
of  Ireland,  in  her  prefent  flate,  it  fliould  not 
be  a  Minerva-like  figure,  with  her  fpear  and 
harp ;  nor  fhould  it  be  a  Diana  with  her 
wolf  dogs  coupled,  and  th^  moofe  deo:  in 
the  thicket  of  the  back  ground.  For  that 
fpecies  of  deer  has  been. extindi  here  longer 
than  the  records  of  Irifli  hiftory  reach  j  the 
wolves  too  being  all  deftroyed,  and  th«? 
dogs  therefore  ufelefs^  it  looks  as  if  nature 
intended  that  their  fpecies  fliould  fail  alfo, 
for  I  never  could  fee  one.  of  them.  But  my 
pi(fiure  of  Jreland  fliould  be  mulUr  formofa 
fuperney  a  woman  exqpifitely  beautifpl,  with 
her  head  and  neck  ricliLy  attired,  her.bpibm 
full,  but  njeanly  dreflfed,  her  lower  parts  lean 
and  emaciated,  half  covered  with  pattered 
weeds,  her  legs  and  feet  bare,  with  burned 
fliins,  and  all  the  ^fqualon  of  indigent 
floth. 

But  to  return  to  our  afl!emblyj  vyhere^ 
though  unknowing  andynknpwn,  I  met  ai^ 
inftance  of  that  civility  to  ftrangers,  for 
which  this  country  is  io  juftly  famed.  I 
had  indeed  hitherto  withdrawn  myfelf  itoxx\ 
all  poflible  occafions  of  pieeting  with  it,  as 
1  had  little  time  to  fpare  for  this  purpofe, 

and 
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0nd  was  rather  defirous  to  learn  the  true 
ilate  of  the  country  and  people  in  other 
refpcds ;  their  charadcr  for  hofpitality  be- 
ing akeady  fufficiently  eAablifhed.  But  as 
this  was  the  fird  opportunity  I  ever  took,  of 
jcxper^menting  in  this  way,  I  cannot,  in 
juflice  to  true  politenefs  pafs  it  over. 

A  gentleman,  whom  I  iince  learn  to  be 
a  phyfician,  feeing  me  a  ftranger,  accofled 
me  in  a  manner  which  befpoke  the  libera* 
lity  of  literature  and  travel ;  and  after  offer- 
ing  all  his  fervices  in  conducing  me  to 
whatever  might  gratify  my  curiofity  in  his 
country,  he  afked  me  whether  I  would 
chufe  to  dance  or  play  cards,  that  he  might 
introduce  me,  &c.  I  need  not  tell  you  which 
I  chofe.  He  got  me  an  agreeable  partner 
for  one  fct,  and  the  next  I  chofe  for  myfelf. 
Their  converfation  was  as  fpirited  as  their 
dancing.  One  6f  them  had  a  perfon  that 
would  be  gazed  at  in  St..  James's.  Thefe 
people  were  upon  the  whole  fo  free,  lb 
eafy,  and  fo  engaging,  that  I  cannot  help 
feeling..my£blf  interdfted  in  their  National 
profperity.  ;  1     , 

■      f 

My 
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'  My  new  acquaintance  the  Do&otj  wh(^ 
name  is  Carrol,,  made  me  known,  or  rather 
iiideed  he  made  feveral  gentlemen  known 
to  -me ;  for  as  yet,  he  did  not  know  my 
iiattie/  Several  poHte  invitations  were  the 
conleqnence ;  one  of  which  I  accepted  from 
a  gentleman,  who,  as  myv  condutfJor,  the 
Dodlor  tells  me,  is  fon  to  a  Roman  catholic 
ef  lafrge*  property  and  great  influence,  de- 
l&ciided  from  the  once  royal  family  of  the 
Mafekrty'^.  This  will  be  a  fcerie  t)f  novelty. 
I  ffmll- not  forget  to  let  yoii  know  aH  that 
fhallfeefel  me,  among  thele  defcendants  of 
Hibernian  kings.     Farewell, 


T  / 


LETTER    XVI. 


f      * 


.  t 


Tipp,e/ary,  September  20,  1775. 

CjlsFCJS  my  lafl,  i  have  fpcnt  feme  days 
't  moft  agreieably  -  at  Mr.  Macarty'si  of 
Spsingbill; ;  where  hofpitality  was:  difplayed 
iRr/ite  /beft  mannet^  divefted  if  thofe  qua^- 
lities,  which  of  old  tarniflied  the  luflre  of 
that  virtue  in  Ireland.  There  was  no  con- 
ftraint  in  the  article  of  wine,  nor  indeed  in 

any 
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any  other.    There  was  as  much  eafe  as  in 

the  houfe  of  an  Englifh  Duke. 

> 

However,  left  from  the  little  I  have 
feen,  fo  repugnant  to  what  I  hate  heard 
on  this  iubjed,  I  might  lead  to  a  mifcon- 
ception  of  the  ruling  manners  at  ptefent,  I 
muft  obferve,  that  this  ancient  family  have 
feen  much  of  the  w'orld.  The  cldeft 
daughter  is  married  to  a  colonel  in  the  Im- 
perial fervice,  who  is  alfb  an  dfficer  bf  ftate 
at  court  5  the  eldeft  Ion,  whom  I  met  at 
the  affembly,  is  an  officer  in  the  fame  fer- 
vice, and  Mifs  Macarty  is  but  lately  re- 
turned from  vifiting  her  fifter.  Yoil  will 
not  be  dilpleafed  to  hear,  fhe  preferred 
England  to  every  other  country  fhe  had 
feen  ;  which  to  me  ftill  more  endeared 
her. 


who  had  every  grace,  and  every  charm. 

To  win  the  wifeft,  and  the  coldcft  warm. 

Here  we  were  at  meals,  even  on  Sunday, 
regaled  With  the  biag-pipe,  which,  to  my 
uncultivated  ear,  is  not  an  inftrument  fo 
tmpleafant  &s  the  Idvets  of  Italian  mufic 
f  eprefent  it.  '  A^dt':ppptr,  I  for  the  firft 

time 


■ .  '      ■  '  V 
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time  drank  whifky  punch,  the  tafte  of 
which  is  harfli  and  auftere;  and  the  fmell 
worfe  than  the  tafte.  The  drinkers  of  it 
lay  it  becomes  fo  palatable^  that  they  can 
relifh  no  other  j  which  may  very  poffibly 
be  the  cafe,  for  I  fuppofe  that  claret  is  not 
relifhed  by  any  palate  at  firft. 

The  fpirit  was  very  fierce  and  wild,  re- 
quiring not  lefs  than  feven  times  its  own 
quantity  of  water  to  tame  and  fubduc  it. 
They  told  me  there  was  a  fort  much 
ftronger,  diftilled  with  aromatic  fubftances, 
at  a  guinea  a  bottle,  called  ufque-bagb^ 
which  is  literally  eau-de-vie ;  as  whilky  or 
uifge  is  emphatically  the  water. 

This  was  the  liqueur^  which  the  Czar 
Peter  the  Great  was  fo  fond  of,  that  he 
ufed  to  fay,  "  of  all  wines,  Irijh  wine  was 
the  beft." . 

Here  I  met  with  Mr.  Baker,  a  clergy-* 
man,  and  a  man  of  letters,  who  gave  me  a 
cordial  invitation  to  his  houfe,  promifing  to 
introduce  me  to  Mr.  Armftrong,  minifter 
of  Tipperary  ;  a  gentleman  curious  in  the 
antiquities  of  his  country,  and  furnifhed 
with  one  of  the  beft  libraries  in  the  king- 
dom.    I  had  no  difficulty  in  accepting  this 

invitation^ 
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invitation,  but  that  it  feparated  me  from 
the  agreeable  family  at  Spring-hill. 

In  Mr.  Baker,  I  found  a  young-looking 
man,  but  of  ancient  plainnefs,  and  fimptir 
city  of  manners.  His  words  were  few, 
but  thofe  were  corred,  and  all  his  fenti- 
ments  fhewed  that  he  thought  for  himfelf. 
His  wife,  of  an  elegant  perfon,  was  rather 
under  the  common  fize,  but  the  flature  of 
her  mind  was  of  the  firfl  magnitude.  She 
is  fifter  tti  Mr.  Jephlbn,  author  of  Bra- 
ganza,  which  had  fuch  a  run  the  laft  winter. 
If  this  lady  writes  as  well  as  fhe  fpeaks, 
fhe  would  certainly  figure  in  the  Belles- 
Lettres.  She  has  fuch  a  purity  of  didion, 
fuch  elegance  of  fentiment,  and  fuch  warmth 
of  imagination  as  would  amaze  you.  Yet 
thefe  fhining  qualities  ferve  only  to  fhed  a 
luflre  upon  the  goodnefs  of  her  heart ;  thofe 
make  her  an  admirable,  this  renders  her  an 
amiable,  woman. 

Tipperary  is  a  fmall,  but  thriving  village, 
with  little  or  no  manufadure.  An  effort 
has  been  made  to  eftablifh  the  linen  ma- 
nufadure,  and  for  this  purpofe  a  colony 
of  northern  weavers  was  fettled  there 
about  forty  years  ago.    But  this  proved  in- 

efFediual ; 
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cffedua!;  for  the  diildren  of  thofe  weavers, 
like  the  other  natives,  neither  weave  nor 
ipin  ;  and  in  every  thing  but  religion,  are 
undiftinguifliable  from  the  general  rtafs. 
Such  is  the  refiiiency  of  all  nature  to  its 
original  ftate. 

General  and  inveterate  habits  a^  Hottr, 
muft  be  removed  upon  fyftetnatit  principles; 
before  a  way  can  be  niiade  for  the  intto- 
dudlion  of  the  arts  of  indaftry ;  a  "few,  ex- 
amples are  not  fufficrent  to  excite  atl  imi- 
tation of  better  things.  We  are  At  by 
nature  abhorrent  of  labour^  for  labour  gives 
pain.  Sloth  muft  prevail,  till  the  incen- 
tives to  diligence  overpower  the  propenfity 
to  idlenefs :  which  can  never  be  the  cafe, 
till  artificial  w^ants  become,  at  le.aft,  as,hu- 
merous  as  thofe  which,  are  really  natural. 
If  an  Irifhman  feels  no  inconveniencfe  from 
walking  barefoot,  he  will  hardly  be  in- 
duced to  work  for  the  price  of  brogues. 

The  manner  in  which  the  poor  of  this 
country  live,  I  cannot  help  calling  beaflly. 
For  upon  the  fame  floor,  and  frequently 
without  any  partition,  are  lodged  the  huf- 
band  and  wife,  the  multitudinous  brood  of 
children,  all  huddled   together  upon  ftraw 

or 
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or  rufhcs,  with  the  cow,  the  calf,  the*  pig, 
and  the  horfc,  if  they  are  rich  enough  to 
have  one. 


houfes  are  of  fcveral  forts ;  but  the 
riioft  coimmon  is  the  fod-wall,  as  they  call  it. 
By  fbds  you  are  to  underfland  the  grafTy 
furface  of  the  earth,  or  the  cefpes  of  the 
Latins.  Some  build  their  houfes  of  mud, 
as  we  do :  others  ufe  flone  without  mortar, 
for  two  or  three  feet  from  the  ground,  and 
ibd  or  mud  for  two  or  three  on  the  top  of 
that  \  their  fide-walls  being  feldom  above 
five  or  fix  feet  high. 

Sometimes  you  may  fee  an  ingenious 
builder  avail  himfelf  of  the  fide  of  a  ditch, 
which  ferves  for  a  fidewall,  and  parallel 
thereto,  he  rears  a  wall  in  one  or  other  of 
the  modes  I  have  defcribed,  as  his  Qwn  fancy, 
the  facility  of  the  method,  or  abundance  of 
materials  may  lead  him. 

Another  will  improve  upon  this  plan, 
and  make  the  grip  Qj^fofle  of  the  ditch, 
ferve  for  the  area  of  his  habitation,  by  a 
little  paring  to  widen  the  fpace ;  he  being 
thus  iaved  the  labour  of  eredting  fide-walls^ 
and  having  only  the  trouble  to  build  his 

L  gables; 
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> 

gables;  for  the  which  his  prompt  invention 
has  a  noble  fuccedaneum  in  the  hip  rodF. 

Their  mode  of  roofing  is  not  lefs  inge- 
nious. They  take  the  branches  of  a  tree, 
the  largeft  of  which  they  ufe  as  principals 
and  purlins,  and  the  remainder  they  lay 
parallel  to  the  principals,  for  fupport  of  a 
thin  paring  of  the  graffy  furface  of  meadow 
ground,  like  the  fods,  only  much  broader, 
tougher,  and  thinner.  Thefc  they  call 
icraws^  meaning  to  be  fure  fcroUs,  feeing  they 
are  rolled  up  in  that  form,  as  they  are  pared. 
But  they  would  be  better  called  hides^  for 
they  are  flayed  off  the  earth.  With  thefe, 
however,  they  cover  the  fmall  branches  or 
wattles,  and  over  all,  they  fallen  a  coat  of 

ftraw,  or,  in  default  of  ftraw,  they  cover 
with  rufhes  or  the  haum  of  their  beans  or 
potatoes,  and  in  mountainous  tracts  with 
heath. 

Sometimes  they  have  a  hole  in  the  roof 
to  let  out  the  fmoke,  and  fometimes  none. 
For  to  have  a  chimney,  would  be  a  lux- 
ury  too  great  for  the  generality.  The  con- 
fequence  is  a  houfe  full  of  fmoke,  at  leaft  in 
the  upper  region,  where  it  floats  in  thick 
clouds,    the    lower  part  being  pretty  clear 

of 
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of  it.  To  avoid  the  acrimony  of  whiclr  yoii 
arc  obliged  to  ftoop  down,  and  the  poor  man 
of  the  houfe  immediately  offers  you  a  low 
fiool,  that  you  may  be,  what  he  calls,  out  of 
the  fmoke.  And  this  is,  probably,  the  only 
ftool  in  the  houfe ;  for  the  children  neftle 
round  the  fire  almofl  naked,  with  their  toes 
in  the  afhes.  Even  the  women,  though  not 
fo  naked,fit  upon  their  hams  in  the  fame  way. 
But  in  fpite  of  their  general  adhefion  to  the 
ground,  the  old  people  are,  for  the  mofl  part, 
blear-eyed,  with  pale  and  footy  faces. 

The  only  iblace  thefe  miferable  mortals 
have,  is  in  matrimony ;  accordingly,  they  all 
marry  young.  Mofl  girls  are,  one  way  or  ano- 
ther, mothers  at  fixteen  j  and  every  houfe  has 
ihoals  of  children.  Not  that,  I  fuppofe,  women 
are  by  nature  more  prolific  here  than  in  Eng- 
lahd,  yet  their  early  marriages,  and  necefTary 
temperance,  furnifh  more  frequent  inflances 
of  foeculidity. 

Nor  is  this  cocintry  without  inflances  of 
extreme  longevity.  Mr.  RufTel  of  Cloneen 
died,  April  1770,  at  the  age  of  145.  But 
fuch  are  not  found  in  the  footy  ♦  cabbins, 
whofe    wretched    owners    do    not    grow 

L  2  to 

■ 

*  The  Irifii  generally  call  their  huts  eabbins. 
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to  the  fize  of  well-fed  men,  and  confc- 
quently  cannot  extend  their  lives  to  the  na- 
tural term.  People  may  fay  what  they 
pleafe  about  the  wholefomenefs  of  a  mere 
potatoe  diet ;  but  (hew  me  a  fet  of  men, 
with  fuch  a  rofy  hue  of  health  as  the 
butchers  of  England. 

From  the  promifcuous  way  thefe  people 
Me  together,  a  fufpicion  naturally  arifes  in  a 
ftranger^s  mind,  that  inceft  is  unavoidable 
amongft  them.  Yet  upon  the  ftrideft  in- 
quiry, I  find  the  fad  to  be  otherwife.  They 
are  bred  up  in  fuch  an  abhorrence  of  the 
turpitude  of  this  crime,  that  I  am  inclined  to 
think  it  as  infrequent  here,  as  among  more 
civilized  nations.  The  better  fort  of  people 
feemed  rather  furprifed  that  I  fhould  enter- 
tain fuch  an  opinion  ;  which  only  fhews, 
that  what  we  fee  pradifed  from  our  infan- 
cy, though  ever  fo  unnatural,  makes  no  im- 
preflion. 

A  little  refledion,  however,  will  remove 
even  the  grounds  of  fufpicion.  Bred  up 
from  childhood  together,  their  wonted  and 
innocent  familiarity  is  carried  on  ftep  by 
ftep,  without  impure  emotions  being  ex- 
cited.    One  of  thefe  poor  fouls  is  no  more 

infiamed 
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inflamed  by  the  nude  bofom  of  a  (liter,  than 

in  a  more  affluent  flate  he  would  be  on  feing      w 

it  covered  with  gauze. 

There  is  no  indecency  in  mere  naked* 
nefi.  Would  drapery  add  to  the  modefty 
of  the  Medicean  Venus  ?  The  chafteft  eye 
may  gaze  upon  the  naked  figures  of  the 
Graces ;  but  emotions  will  arife  on  feeing 
the  lady  Jiepping  over  theftyle ;  yet  nothing 
is  feen  that  our  Madonas  do  not  difclofe. 
It  is  the  imagination  too  dainty,  from 
miflaken  refinements,  that  annexes  modefly 
or  immodefiy  to  drefs,  or  to  the  want  of  | 
it.  ' 

There  are  certain  adjunds  peculiar,  nei- 
ther! to  the  concealment  npf  difplay  of  \\ 
beauty,  capable  of  exciting  ideas  either 
grofs  or  refined.  And  as  the  artift,  by 
availing  himfelf  of  thefe  alTociations,  may 
paint  modefty  naked,  and  lewdnefs  wrapped  A. 
up,  fo  the  nakednefs  of  favage  nations  may 
not  tend  to  imnibrality,  whilft  the  drefs  of 
civilized  people  niay  be  panders  to  fenfua- 
lity.     Was  there  not  an  ancient  legiflator, 

whor,  in  ordet  t6  leffen  the  influence  of  wo- 

•  . . .  • »  ■  ■  -      - 

men  over  the  meii,  expofed  them  naked? 

It 


y  \ 
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It  was  far  otherwife  in  the  ftate  of  inno^ 
pence  and  pure  love,— ^^ 

Then  was  not  guilty  fliame,  difhoneft  {hame 
Of  Nature's  wprks  ^  honour  difbonourable ! 
Sin- bred  I  How  have  ye  troubled  all  mankind^ 
With  fhews  inftead,  mere  fliews  of  feeming  pure  ) 
And  baniflied  from  man's  life,  his  happiefl:  life^ 
Simplijcity,  and  fpotlefs  innocence  ? 
So  pabM  they  n^ed  on,  nor  IhunM  the  fight 
Of  Cod  or  Aogel,  for  they  thought  no  iU. 

L  E;  T  T  E  R    XVII. 

TIpperary. 

T  Generally  fpend  my  mornings  here  in 
^  riding  to  fuch  places  as.ipy  }cin4  conduc- 
tors think  moft  worthy  obftrvation  ^  .  I  Jiave 
been  to  fee  a  Urge  unfinfflied  houfe  of  X^ord 
Milton's  at  Shrone-hill,  and  other  places  of 
lefs  note.  But  the  oply!  building  worthy  any 
remark,  is  the  Abbey  of  Holy  Crofs^  the 
archite(Slure  of  which,  more  than  ordinarily 
elegant  for  this  country,  fufficiently  rewarded 
the  fatigue  of  a  long  ride^ 

I  learn,  from  Mr.  Armftrpng,  thaCf  his 
Abbey  was  founded  in  the  twelfth  century, 
\>y  Donald   O'Prien,    whofe    monument  is 

ftill 
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ftill  to  be  feen  near  the  high  altar.  In  the 
fouth  aile  is  the  fhrine,  wherein  fbme  pieces 
of  the  crofs  were  fuppofed  to  be  preferved ; 
both  of  which  are  more  highly  erabelliftied 
than  any  other  Gothic  remain  I  had  feen  in 
Ireland. 

* 

From  what  I  have  faid  in  a  former  letter, 
you  may  conceive  that  agriculture  is  at  a 
very  low  ebb  in  this  country ;  I  need  not 
add  that  you  may  ride  for  miles,  in  the 
moft  fertile  part  of  it,  without  feeing  an 
acre  of  ploughed  ground  5  except  where  po- 
tatoes had  been,  a  year  or  two  before.  This 
is  a  fubjedt  I  do  not  underftand,  but  the 
procefs  (tf  cultivation,  generally  adopted  by 
the  poor,  Ihear,  is  this :  the  firft  year  they 
plant  potatoes  upon  the  ley,  the  next  they 
low  berej  the  third  wheat,  and  the  fourth 
oats. 

Their  manner  of  planting  potatoes  is  the 
followingl  after  cutting  the  potatoe  into 
feverai  pieces,  each  of  which  muft  have 
what  they  call  an  eye^  they  fpread  thefe 
Jets  on  the  ridges  of  about  four  or  five  feet 
wide,  which  they  cover  with  mould,  dug 
from  furrows  on  each  fide,  of  about  half 
the  breadth  of  the   ridge.      In  Autumn, 

when 
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when  they  dig  out  their  potatoes,  they  low 
the  ridge,  immediately  before  digging,  with 
here;  and  the  fame  operation  ferves  for 
gathering  in  their  potatoes,  and  for  covering 
the  new  fown  feed.  This  method,  you'll 
lay,  is  facile  enough ;  yet  fuch  is  the  fer- 
tility of  the  foil,  that  their  crops  are  moll 
abundant  from  it. 

The  above  method,  however,  is  not  uni- 
verfal,  for  fometimes  they  do  not  dig  out 
their  potatoes,  till  the  frpft  fets  in^  and  as 
hard  froHs  are  very  rare  in  this  climate, 
fome  dig  only  as  they  want  them.  Whence 
it  happens,  that  if  a  nipping  froft  Ihould 
chance  to  furprife  them,  many  lofe  their 
whole  crop,  their  chief  fubfiftencc;  and 
then  famine  is  fure  to  cling  their  bones  the 
enfuing  fummer.  Such  are  the  effeds  of 
having  little  to  do,  that  people  become  in- 
dolent and  will  do  nothing. 

The  little  culture,  which  is  carried  on, 
is  exercifed  by  the  very  dregs  of  the  people, 
upon  one  acre  or  two,  in  the  worft  manner, 
fubfervient  only  to  their  immediate  fup- 
port,  without  any  farther  profped.  Their 
very  implements  of  labour  are  of  the  moll 
awkward  and  inefFedual  forms. 

When 
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When  I  tell  you  the  price  of  lands  here, 
you  will  perhaps  fufped  I  report  upon 
hafty  information  ;  yet  be  affured  that  40  x. 
an  acre  is  the  common  rent  of  good  lands, 
and  that  the  beft  are  rated  at  two  gumeas, 
which  are  2/.  5/.  and  6d.  of  this  cur- 
rency. It  is  true,  that  the  Irifti  acre  is 
larger  than  the  Bnglifh,  in  the  proportion 
of  the  Iquares  of  the  perches,  viz.  7  and 

5- 

r  ■  -  ♦  •     • 

*     •  -•  - 

Mr.  Armftrong,  the  redor  of  this  very 
pariih,  lias  juft  taken  a  perpetuity  of  280 
acres,  at  a/,  per  acre.  And,  upon  my  fup- 
poling  to  him,  tha,t  his  inducement  to  give 
fo  orach,  Was  a  Very  good  houie  and  of-  --^ 
fices  lupoa  the  grounds,  he  told  me,  that 
the.faoib  rent  could  have  been  had  from  a 
gra^ieJT,  but  that  the  owner  made  him  a 
compiiment  c^  the  bargain  ^  and  he  at  the 
fame  time  affured  rtie,  that  a  great  part 
of  Tipperary  and  Limerick  gave  two 
guineas. 

The  rents  are  made  almofl  entirely  by 
grazing,  and  every  care  is  taken  to  improve 
the  breed  of  cattle.  They  bring  over,  at 
the  peril  of  forfeiting  both  fhip  and  cargo, 

Lincolnfhire 
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Lincolnihire  rams ;  and  the  race  of  theic  are 
fold  from  five  to  twenty,  and  fometimisft 
thirty  guineas  a  ram. 

The  landlord,  who  gets  his  rent  >wi1fhbnt 
trouble,  and  the  grazier,  wHo  thrives:  upon 
depopulation,  will  itell  you^  the^  lands*  of 
Munfier;are  fo  rich,  that  they  are  injured  by 
cultivation. 


•t . ,    I 


This,  however,  fcarcely  requires  a  Jerious 
anfwer ;  for,  if  their  4ands  were  as^  fruitful 
as  Arabia  Feljz, ;  indtiilry'  would  iroptoyn 
them ;  but  they  have  niaby  fpaces  tha^-'de^^ 
mand  perpetual  culture.  Their  tM9iSkm% 
moftiy  in  their  loweft  and  wetteil  gnninds, 
have  never  been  drained^  -  manured,  or 
fowed  with  gra&  ieedis..;!  Jf  we  add  to  this, 
what  ground  might  be  laved,  by  -feeding 
their  flocks  with  turnips,  peas,  beans,  ;Hcar* 
rots,  cabbages,  &c.  it  will  be  evident  that 
the  fame  farms,  now  ^occupied  by '  brutes 
principally,  would  maintain  the  fame  num«> 
bers  fiill,  together  with  farmers  and  manu- 
fafhirers  five-fold. 


• 


There  is,  I  am  ^old,  a  fiatutd,  unre- 
pealed, enjoining  the  jcultivation  of  not  leis 
than  five  acres  out  of  each  hundred,  under 

the 
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the  penalty  of  40/.  But  this  a£t  is  as 
dead  as  the  letters  of  it ;  for  all  the  rich 
are  delinquents,  and  none  but  the  im- 
potent poor  are  left  to  enforce  the  per- 
formance of  it.  Befides,  the  quantity  to 
be  tilled  was  inadequate  to  the  purpofe  of 
population,  and  the  penalty  was  too  fmall 
for  a  fandion,  if  the  quantity  had  been 
fufficient* 

It  may,  after  all,  be  queftioned,  whe- 
ther any  internal  regulation,  in  favour  of 
agriculture,  can  counterbalance  the  ill 
eSeSb  which  refult  from  the  external  em- 
barga  Nothing  could  fo  effeduaUy  re- 
medy thefe  evils,  as  an  open  &a,  and  a 
free  exportation.  For,  upon  a  difpafiionate 
review  of  this  matter,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  neither  landlord,  nor  tenant,  nor 
both  together^  are  entirely  in  fault.     ;  ' 

As  the  matter  now  (lands,  we  take  from 
hence  when  we  are  pinched,  and  poffibly  ^^ 
when  it  can  be  but  ill  fpared ;  then,  when  ^ 
we  have  ferved  ourfelves,  we  (hut  up  their 
ports.  This  defultory  mode  cannot  anfwer 
mny  great  purpofe,  either  to  them  or  us ; 
whereas,  if  Ireland  were  fufFered  to  export, 
9t  all  times,  it  would  foon  be  allured  to  a 

fyftematic 


156  A  PHILOSOPHICAL  SURVEY 

I 

iyfiematic  induflry,  and  become  a  perpe- 
tual granary  to  our  manufaduring  country. 
Farewell. 


LETTER     XVlII. 

Tippcrary. 

T  N  Mr.  Armftrong's  library,  I  have  found 
•*'  great  entertainment,  not  only  from  the 
books,  but  from  fome  antique  curiofities, 
found  in  the  neighbouring  bogs ;  and  from 
a  catalogue  of  others,  not  now  in  his  pofief- 
fion.  Thcfe  are  of  fuch  importance  to 
the  forming  juil  ideas  of  the  ancient  ftate 
of  Ireland,  that  I  would  tranfmit  you  a  ca- 
talogue of  them,  only  I  find  governor  Pow- 
nall  has  publifhed,  from  the  fame  original 
I  have  feen,  a  copy  in  the  mifcellaneous 
trads  of  the  Antiquarian  Society  * 

1  fend  you,  however,  a  fketch  of  a  little 
crown  of  filver,  lately  found  near  Ca(hel ; 
the  diameter  of  which  is  2^^.,  and  the 
height  3t  inches.  It  muft,  I  conjecture, 
have  belonged  to  fome  image  of  the  vir- 
gin, 

*  See  a  tranfcript  of  this  catalogue,  fomewhat  abreviated, 
in  the  Appendix. 
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gin,  or  rather  child,  either  in  the  cathe- 
dral, or  fbme  of  the  monafieries  of  CafheL 

I  give  you  alfo,  by  way  of  illuftration,  a 
rough  draft  of  a  tumulus  near  this  town, 
amidft  hillocks  nearly  of  the  fame  fhape, 
and  overhanging  a  glafiy  lake.  Thefe  /£/- 
muli  are  mounds  of  earth  thrown  up,  as  fe- 
pulchral  monuments,  in  form  of  a  trun- 
cated cone ;  and  of  dimenfions  different,  I 
prefume,  according  to  the  dignity  of  the 
deceafed^ 

fuit  ingens  monte  fub  alto 


Regis  Dercenni  terreno  ex  agere  buftum. — 

Such  monuments  could  be  railed  only 
for  perfons  of  the  firft  quality.  And  from 
a  line  in  Lucan  one  would  think  they  were 
appropriated  to  kings. 

Et  regum  cineres  extruQo  monte  quiefcunt. 

But  Plutarch,  relating. the  death  of  Dema- 
ratus,  the  Corinthian,  upon  a  vilit  he  paid 
to  Alexander  the  Great,  fays,  "  That  he  had 
a  moft  magnificent  funeral,  the  whole  army 
railing  him  a  monument  of  earth,  four- fcorc 
cubits  high,  and  of  a  vaft  circumference." 

Thefe  monuments  are  vulgarly  called 
Danes-mounts.     Yet,  wherever   they   have 

been 
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been  opened,  urns  have  been  found  in  therti  ^ 
a  circumftance,  which  alone  difproves  their 
being  Danifh.  For  the  pradice  of  burning 
the  dead  was  difufed  long  before  the  Danes 
pofleffed  themfelves  of  Ireland,  or  rather  of 
the  maritime  towns  ;  for  I  do  not  find  that 
their  dominion  extended  to  the  internal 
parts. 

Had  thefe  mounts  been  thrown  up  by 
the  Danes  ;  from  the  odium  in  which,  even 
to  this  day,  the  memory  of  thofe  invadefs 
is  held,  the  Irifli  would  not  have  failed 
to  demolifh  fuch  memorials  of  their  own 
difgrace,  as  foon  as  they  had  expelled  the 
authors  of  it.  But,  fo  far  are  they  from 
deftroying  them,  that  they  hold  them  in  ve- 
neration, and  it  would  be  difiicult  to  find  a 
labourer  hardy  enough  to  violate  the  facred 
earth,  with  a  fpade, 

Herodotus  fpeaking  of  the  tombs,  raifed 
by  the  Scythians  for  their  kings,  fays, 
"  they  laboured  to  raife  as  high  a  mount 
of  earth  for  them  as  pofllble."  Thefe  ar- 
tificial hills  then  muft  be  attributed  to  the 
Scythian  origin  of  this  people.  I  was 
furprifed  to  find  the  ingenious  Mr.  Mo- 
lineux  afcribing  them  to  the  Danes,  efpe- 

cially 
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cially  as  he  mentions  two  coins  of  the  em- 
perors Theodofius  and  Valentinian,  being 
found  in  that  famous  Tumulus,  at  New 
Grange,  near  Drogheda.  This,  though  not 
a  decifive  evidence,  is  certainly  a  pre- 
fumptive  one,  that  thefe  fepulchres  were 
anterior  to  the  Danes  in  Ireland  ;  and  the 
rather,  as  thofe  coins  are  defcribed  to  be 
fharp  and  unworn. 

Such  mounts,  however,  are  not  peculiar  to 
Ireland  :  I  have  feen  fome  of  the  lame  kind 
in  Scotland,  and  there  are  no  lefs  than  fix  in 
a  line,  within  a  mile  or  two  fouth  of  the 
little  village  of  Stevenage  in  Hertfordfliirc* 

I  fend  you  as  exad  a  drawing  as  I  could 
make,  of  a  brafs  fword,  found  in  a  bog 
near  CuUcn,  which  is  twenty-fix  inches  in 
length,  and  weighs  near  two  pounds.  Mr. 
Armftrong  fays,  he  has  feen  twenty-two 
others  of  nearly  the  fame  conftrudion,  found 
in  the  fame  place.  The  catalogue,  to 
which  I  have  referred  you,  mentions  that 
above  300  have,  from  time  to  time,  been 
found  in  this  quarter. 

What  make*  thefe  brazen  fwords  fuch  a 
valuable  remnant  to  the  Irifli  antiquarian,      3 
i&^  they  ferve  to  corroborate  the  opinion, 

that 
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that  the  Phoenicians  had  footing  in  this 
kingdom.  For  the  fword-blades  fo  lately 
found  upon  the  plains  of  Cannae,  were  ^f 
the  fame  metal  and  conftrudion ;  and  be- 
ing ufed  by  the  Carthaginians,  who  were 
originally  Tyrians,  they  eftablifh  the  cer- 
tainty, that  thefe  brafs  weapons  were  Phoe- 
nician alfo.  Confequently,  fomewhat  more 
than  prefumption  arifes,  that  Ireland  had  its 
arts,  and  letters,  from  the  country  of  Cad- 
mus ;  as  her  traditions  uniformly  report. 

With  Mr.  Baker,  I  faw  eleven  old 
coins,  lately  found  at  Marfeilles,  which, 
though  in  .no  wife  relative  to  this  counr 
try,  yet  being  fomewhat  curious  to  me, 
a  mere  novice  in  medals,  I  cannot  help 
giving  you  fome  account  of  them.  They 
have  each  a  Dianas  head,  and  on  the 
reverfe^  a  bull  in  the  a£t  of  butting.  The  -- 
legend  under  the  bull  is  massaaihton. 
Thus  far  they  all  agreed,  yet  they  had  been 
all  ftruck  from  different  dies,  and  at  dif- 
ferent periods  ;  for  fome  were  very  neat, 
and  others  in  a  very  coarfe  manner  ;  which 
feems  to  point  out  a  regular  gradation  of 
refinement  in  the  arts,  from  the  ftriking  of 
the  firft  to   the   laft.     Each  of  them   has 

different 
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different  figures  Over  the  Bull ;  one  a  blaz- 
ing ftar,  another  a  bow,  a  heart,  a  wreath  of* 
laurel,  a  crefcent,  &c.  And  there  was  a 
Mercury,  on  the  wing,  exceedingly  well 
executed. 

But  I  had  almoft  forgot  to  mention  to 
you  a  circumftance  relative  to  the  brafs 
fword :  Lord  Townftiend  liked  its  form  fo 
much^  that  he  told  Mr.  Armftrong  he 
Would  adopt  it  in  his  regiment  of  artillery. 
For  you  muft  know,  that  when  this  noble- 
man wais  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  he 
took  a  tour  to  learn  the  Hate  of  the  coun- 
try, and  palling  this  way,  he  outrode  his 
fuite^  and  overtook  Mr.  Armftrong.  They 
fell  into  converfation,  and  our  worthy  par- 
fon  hearing  that  the  reprefentative  of  Ma- 
jefty  was  to  fleep  at  Tipperary,  lamented 
the  :badnefs  of  the  inn  $  and  that  he  could 
not  prcfume  to  offer  a  bed  to  fp^  great  a 
gueft.  But,  Sir,  fays  he,  taking  him  for  an 
AidrdcKCamp,  I  fhall  be  happy  in  giving 
you  a  bed  and  fupper  too,  when  ydu  can 
difengage  yourfelf  from  your  attendance  on 
his  Lordfhip.  I  live  not  far  from  the  town, 
and  any  body  will  fhew  you  the  houfc  of 

M  Mr. 
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Mr.   Arrtiftrong  the  minifler  of   the  pa- 
rifli. 

This  ^venture  muft  have  been  doubly 
pleafing  to  our  facetious  viceroy,  when  he 
ahghtcd  at  Tipperary,  and  had  a  profpedl 
of  the  wretched  entertainment,  to  which 
he  mtift  have  fubraitted  in  a  dirty  ale- 
houfe.  Kiev  however,  finked  no  longer, 
but  ient  down  his  coflipHments  to  Mr. 
Armftrong,  with  a  mel&ge,  that  Lord 
Towrrihend  would  take  a  bed  with  him;. 
And  &  well  pleafed  was  he  with  his  hoft, 
that  he  took  the  firft  opportunity  of  f)ro- 
moting  his  fbn,  who  was  an  officer  in  the 
artoy.  This  I  relate  to  the  fnutual  honour 
of  both  parties. 

In  this  neighbourhood  lives  the  defcend- 
ant  of  him  who  gave  the  lall-  and  fatal 
ftroke  to  the  unhappy  Charles.  He  had 
been  a  common  dragoon  in  Cromweir^ 
army  5  and  for  this  fervice,  the  ufurper  re^ 
warded  him  with  a  captain^s  dtouble  deben- 
ture. 

I  fpend  my  evenings  ftill  more  pleafantly 
than  my  mornings.  Mr.  Baker,  and  Mr. 
Armftrong  live  fo  near  each  other,  that  we 

are 
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ire  always  together  ^  and  the  latter,  having 
a  very  large  family  of  daughters  and  nieces, 
I  have  been  prevailed  on  to  play  at  cards. 
The  gaoie,  however,  is  one  which  requires 
neither  ikiU  nor  attention,  and  is  rather  a 
fupplement  to  the  paufes  of  chat,  than  ati 
interruption  to  cheerful  con verfation. 

As  the  events  of  chance  were  never  im- 
poftiant  enough  to  engaige  my  attentioq,  1 
ufdd  to'  hate  car<ls  ^  I  i^ver  could  fee  any 
amqfement  in  beii^  plundered  by  my  adver- 
fary/ brow-beat  by  ray.  p*;|?tner,  and  laugh-  r^ 
ed  at  by  the  fianders*b^.  But  now  I  kta 
grown  very  fotod  of  them  s  ind  fuch  excel-* 
lent  leiTons  do  the  ladies  give,  that  I  flatter 
myfelf  with  becoming  an  adept. 

Though  Mr.  Hoyle  has  laid  dowii  no 
rules  for  the  game  we  play^  it  is  wocth  all 
he  ever  taught  put  together..  It.isof  lb 
very  ibcial  a  kind,  that  the  number  of 
playc!rs  is:  limited  only  by  the.  nruiilbcr 
of  cards  in  the  pack.  It  does  not  im«- 
pofe  i^nce  like  whifi^  but  afibrds  a 
pleafant  exerciie  for  the  tonguft,  andi 
is  more  philofophkal  than  even  that.  Py-< 
thagorean  game;   for    (he    initiated   may 

M  2    ^  /      fi^ 


\ 


164  A  PHILOSOPHICAL  SURVEY 

&e  in  it,  as  in  a  mirror,  an  exa£t  image  of 
the  great  play  of  life*         ; 

As  in  our  game,  one  only  can  get  the  pool ; 
fo  in  the  world  one  only  can  arrive  at  the 
pinnacle  of  fortune,  in  the  fame  line  of  am- 
bit  ion,  ^Uiaplures  excellere  nequeunU    • 

As  at  each  deal  one  muft  lofe,  and  another 
win,  the  ufmoft  ikill  biding  fdmetimes  \ife- 
lefs,  whilft  ^  total  want  of  it  proves  fuccefs- 
ful ;  ib  in  life,  fome  are  born  to  lafgie  jfftates, 
or  obtain  them  witbOflt  diligence  or  addrefs, 
whilfl  others  toil  oil  niifuccefsfully,  and  are 
baffled  at  lafi,  in  fpight  of  all  the  efforts  of 
human  wifdom. 

*  -.  -    « 

Again,  it  often  happens  that  a  junto  of 
young  people  who  fit  together,  play  into 
one  another's  hands,  and  of  conrfe  one  of 
them  wins  the  pool ;  fo  in  life,  friends  and 
relations,  by  mutual  partialities,  lead  one 
another  to  fortune's  goal,  whilft  the  beft- 
laid  fchemes,  of  thofe  who  ftand  fingle  and 
play  fair,  turn  out  abortive :  Ibmething  like 
an  invincible  ncceflity  prevailing  to  deter- 
mine, in  all  cafes,  the  winnings  and  the  lo- 
fings,  and  to  reprobate  the  maxim,  quifque 
ftue  fortuned  faber. 

To-morrow 
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To-morrow  I  fhall  fet  out  for  Cork, 
where  I  hope  to  find  a  letter  from  you. 
I  with  pleafure  tell  you  that  air  and  exer- 
cife  have,  difpellcd  that  dejedion  of  fpirits 
which  was  wont  to  opprefs  me;  and  the 
Ibciety  I  have  enjoyed  here,  hath  fo  attached 
me  to  the  place,  that  I  fhall  not  leave  it 
without  reludance :  I  already  figh  at  the 
thoughts  of  parting  with  fuch  friends,  whom 
I  fhall  probably  never  fee,  or  perhaps  hear 
of  more.     Adieu. 


J.  E  T  T  E  R    XIX. 


Cork,  Odobcr  4th,  1775. 

A  FTER  parting  with  my  agreeable 
*^  and  learned  friends  at  Tipperary,  I 
ibon  afcended  the  Gaultees,  and  then  de- 
fcended  into  a  valley,  called  the  Glin  of 
Aghcrlow,  whence  the  oppofite  ridge  fecmed 
ftupendous.  That  which  I  palTed,  not 
without  fatigue,  was  comparatively  as  the 
cock-boat  to  a  firfl-rate  man  of  war.  The 
ridge  juft  crolTed,  was  for  fbme  miles  to 
the  right  hand,  fkirted  with  oak  woods, 
which  at  befl  were  of  fmall  growth,  but 
they  became   gradually  flunted  more  and 

more, 


1 66  A  PHILOSOPHICAL  SURVEY 

more,  as  they  dimbed  the  fteep,  till  at  length 
they  dwindled  into  mere  fhrubss  and  left 
the  fummit  bare. 

This  is  the  univerfal  order  of  nature, 
and  I  wifh  gentlemen,  who  are  fo  fond  of 
circular  clumps  on  the  tops  of  hills,  in 
hilly  countries,  would  attend  to  it.  Sit- 
ting now,  after  a  very  good  dinner,  and 
having  nothing  to  obferve  of  the  place, 
but  *that  coming  in  late,  I  with  difficulty 
got  a  bed  in  any  of  the  inns,  and  that  I 
muft  foon  retire  to  an  ordinary  bed,  and  a 
dirty  chamber,  I  fhall  employ  the  interval, 
in  fetting  down  my  refledions  upon  this 
fubjed,  confirmed  by  what  I  obferved  to- 
day, 

It  will  not,  I  believe,  be  controverted, 
that  the  moft  beautiful  countries  are  thofe 
which  are  gently  varied  with  hill  and  dale; 
equally  removed  from  the  roughnefs  of-  the 
V  mountain,  or  the  deadnefs  of  the  flat.  If 
mountains  are  introduced  to  embellifli  the 
fcenery,  they  muft  be  placed  at  a  due 
diftance,  elfe  their  ruggednefs  is  deformity. 
It  Ihould  then  be  the  planter's  objed  to  re- 
duce the  landfkip  to  the  happy  medium  of 
being  neither  too  hilly  nor  too  level.     And 

in 
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in  this  pidureique  mixture  of  hill  and  dale, 
few  countries  are,  I  fuppofe,  more  happy 
than  Ireland  (  it  wantjs  nothing  but  plan* 
tation,  and  cultivation^ 

If  a  country  is  generally  level,  and  if  a 
fpot  ihould  fwell  above  the  reft,  then  you 
are  by  all  means  to  encourage  the  undula- 
tion. You  are  by  planting  it  v^rith  the 
loftieft  foreft  trees,  to  give  it  boldnefs  and 
variety,  for  in  fo  doiug,  you  relieve  it  from 
that  tirefome  uniformity  which  creeps  along 
a  dead  flat. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  country  is  too 
hilly,  you  are,  as  far  as  in  you  lies,  to  re- 
duce it  nearer  to  a  plain ;  not  by  that  cx- 
penfive,  artlefs,  and  generally  inefFcdual 
mode  of  removing  earth,  but  by  planting 
the  valley,  or  along  the  feet  of  the  hills : 
for,  by  this  means,  you  dedud  the  height  of 
the  plantation  from  the  height  of  the  hill, 
and,  as  it  were,  level  the  hill  by  apparently 
raifing  the  valley  ;  and  thus  approach  na- 
ture's varied  medium,  the  very  cflcnce  of 
beauty. 

By  planting  on  great  eminences,  inftead 
of  correding,  you  Exaggerate  the  defor-^ 
mity  of  your  grounds.    Trees  are  in  them- 
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felvcs  fo  beautiful,  that  i  am  always  glad  to 
fee  them  wherever  they  are,  efpccially  in 
this  naked  country,  but  the  fummits  of  her 
hills  are  not  the  place  for  them.  Sed  nunc 
non  erat  his  locus.  There  is  one  cafe,  and 
only  one,  where  they  are  not,  there,  mif- 
placed,  and  that  is  in  regions  uncultivated^ 
to  fliew  that  they  are  not  quite  dcferted  by 
the  human  fpecies. 

1  have  put  this  cafe,  yet  it  is  one  barely 
poflible ;  for  the  tops  of  hills  are  generally 
fo  barren,  and  univerfally  fo  expofed,  that 
trees  are  with  difficulty  reared,  and  never 
thrive  upon  them.  Let  us  then  attend  to 
the  workings  of  nature,  and  we  fhall  find 
her  difclaiming  trees  on  the  tops  of  hills, 
by  denying  them  vegetation  ;  let  us  confult 
the  feelings  of  tafte,  and  we  fhall  find  them 
difpleafing  to  our  fenfe  of  beauty. 

Even  the  circular  figure  of  thefe  clumps, 
is  of  all  others  the  mofl  artlefs,  for  of  ifo- 
perimetrals  the  circle  is  the  mofl  capacious. 
Confequently,  inflead  of  difplaying  your 
trees  to  the  befl  advantage,  you  in  effe6l 
hide  a  great  proportion  of  them  ;  whilfl 
you  make  an  oflentation  of  art,  both  in 
the  choice  of  the  figure  and  of  the  fitua- 

tion, 
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tion.     But  let  us  naturalize  art,  inftead  of 
artilizing  nature.  Plantations  upon  expofed 
elevations,  are  the  utmpft  folecifms  in  im-       v 
provement,  both  in  refped  of  beauty  and    "K 
utility. 

There  is  between  Cafliel  and  Tipperary, 
a  park  the  largeft  and  beft  planted  in  this 
kingdom  5  containing,  it  is  faid,  above  1 500 
Irifh  acres,  or  near  2000  EngHfli;  and 
abounding  with  droves  of  red,  and  other 
deer,  proportioned  to  its  extent.  The 
Gaultees  are  fet  at  fuch  a  due  diftance,  that 
they  are  the  fined  termination  for  the  pro- 
pped a  painter  could  defire  5  the  lands  are 
rich,  and  the  trees  the  beft  grown  I  have 
feen  in  Ireland.  Here  are  all  the  capabi^ 
lities  for  a  terreftrial  paradife  5  and  yet  one 
thing  is  wanting  that  mars  the  whole. 
Every  violence,  that  (he  is  capable  of  fuffer- 
^ng,  has  been  done  to  Nature. 


Behind  the  houfe  is  a  fquare  parterre  of 
flowers,  with  terraces  thickly  ftudded  with 
bufls  and  ftatues ;  before  it,  a  long  and  blind 
avenue,  planted  with  treble  rows  of  well- 
grown  tiees,  extends  its  awkward  length. 
In  the  centre  of  this,  and  on  the  acclivity 
pf  the  hill,  terhiinatihg  the  vifta,  are  little 
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fifh  iponds,  pond  above  pond.  The  whcilc 
park  IS  thrown  into  fquares  and  parallelo- 
grams, with  numerous  avenues  fenced  and 
^planted  j  where  if  a  hillock  dared  to  in- 
terpofe  its  little  head,  it  was  cut  off  as  an 
excrefcence,  or  at  leaft  cut  through  j  that 
the  roads  might  be  every  where  as  level,  as 
they  are  ftraight.  Thus  was  this  delight- 
ful fpot,  treated  by  fome  Procruftes  of  the 
laft  age. 

I  own  to  you  I  felt  more  pain  than 
pleafure  in  this  demefne.  I  could  not  help 
wifhing,  that  inftead  of  torturing  the  place 
to  the  plan,  they  had  accommodated  the  plan 
to  the  place.  Indeed,  all  predifpofed  plans 
for  laying  out  grounds  are  dangerous  i  for 
every  place  has  within  itfelf  a  plan,  from 
which  true  tafte  can  never  deviate.  Na- 
ture may  be  improved,  but  never  changed 
to  advantage.  Levelling  hills  and  railing 
mounds,  at  a  vaft  expence  of  money,  is  like 
the  cuftom  of  the  Indians,  who,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  blood,  flit  their  ears,  and 
gafh  their  faces,  to  improve  their  beauty. 

I  breakfafted  at  Mitchelftown,  a  very 
poor  village  in  the  county  of  Cork,  fourteen 
Irilh,  but  near  eighteen  Englilh  miles  from 

Tipperary. 
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*Tipperary.  And  here,  for  the  firft  time,  I 
felt  enough  of  that  wretchednefs  I  had  fo 
often  heard  of  in  Irifh  inns.  But,  it  was 
not  to  be  expeded  that  fuch  good  accom- 
modations (hould  be  met  with,  in  a  crofs 
road,  as  in  the  dired  ones  from  the  capital. 

In  all  this  way,  though  the  grounds  were 
generally  fertile  and  pleafant,  I  faw  but  one 
gentleman's  feat.  This  one  was  Well 
wooded,  and  fituated  on  the  brow  of  a  hill, 
overhanging  a  little  ftream  which  meandered 
through  the  valley,  near  which  were  ffeveral 
old  ruins  of  religious  houfes,  at  a  place 
called  Gaul-Bally,  /.  e.  the  town  of  the 
Gauls  or  Celts.  I  then  doubled  the  fouthern 
ridge  of  the  Gaultees,  which  wais  termi- 
nated by  what  at  a  diftance  feemed  a  fugar 
loaf,  but  at  its  bafe  a  promontory. 

This  long  chain  of  hills,  which  fences  in 
the  Glin  of  Agherlow  on  one  fide,  difputes 
with  Mangerton,  in  the  county  of  Kerry 
pre-eminence  of  altitude.  *.     Yet,   in  this 

refped 

*  Yet  I  cannot  conceive  that  any  of  the  Gaultees  is  3060 
feet  perpendicular  height,  which  Mangerton  is  faid  to  be. 
And  I  (hould  i'ufped  that  the  height  of  Mangerton  had  not 
been  precifely  afcertained.     The   highcft  of  the  Pyrennccs  is 

buc 
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reiped  they  are  not  to  be  compared  to 
.  Snowdon,  or  even  others  of  the  Welch 
mountains.  But  they  are  of  forms  the  moft 
beautiful^  fantaflic,  and  pidurefque,  that 
can  be  imagined.  Firft  they  rife  from 
little  hills,  till  at  length  they  fwell  into 
mountains,  acclivity  above  acclivity,  ihade 
^  above  ihade }  fome  piercing  the  clouds  in 

fpiral  lines,  fome  conically  acuminated, 
and  fome  overhanging  the  reft,  in  horrible 
magnificence. 

• 

Between  two  cliffs,  I  faw.what  at  firft  I 
^ook  for  fmoke  j  but  at  a  height  too  great, 
and  in  a  Ipot  too  craggy  for  human  ap^ 
proach,  I  fpon  perceived  that  it  did  not  rife 
from  fire,  but  from  its  oppofite  element: 
It  proceeded  from  a  fmall  ftream,  which 
falling  perpendicularly,  was  checked  by  a 
briflc  gale,  then  blowing  in  a  contrary  di- 
redlion,  and  railed  up  with  fuch  force, 
that  it  was  rarefied  into  vapour  as  fubtile 
iis  fmoke. 

but  2880, — Mount  Ccnis  3080,-^White  Mountain  in  Savoy 
ij.876,— TcncrifFc  5132,  almoft  three  miles,— bat  Chimbo- 
ricoy  one  of  the  Andes,  is  Sj^^Op  about  three  miles  and  9 
half. 
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From  Mitchelftown,  the  country  be- 
comes unfpeakably  dreary  for  feven  or  eight 
miles.  The  greateft  part  of  it  was  an  un- 
varied wafte,  without  either  hill  or  dale, 
bog  or  mountain,  arable  or  paftqre;  for 
though  it  v/as  high,  it  was  level ;  and 
though  black,  it  was  hard ;  too  ftony  for 
the  plough,  and  too  barren  for  grafs.  The 
jaded  eyes  felt  fome  refrefhment  at  fight  of 
the  plantations  round  Kilworth;  which, 
though  a  poor  village,  looked  opulent  after 
Mitchelftown. 

From  Kilworth  hither,  the  cottages  grow 
more  frequent,  and  lefs  wretched  than  thofe 
in  the  fruitful  vales  of  Tipperary.  The 
country  is,  however,  generally  naked,  ex- 
cept a  fweet  little  fpot  called  Fermoy,  on 
the  Black-water.  Here  I  waj5  delighted  -at 
feeing  a  good  large  nuifery.  of  trccis ;  for  f 
promifed  myfelf,  from  this  pha&nomenon, 
better  things  on  my  approach  tev  Gbrk. 
But  I  was  fbrely  difappointed,  for  except  at 
Rathcormac,  a  poor  borough,  near  which 

is  a  pleafant  rifidenee,- the  whdle  country 
is  almoft  treelefs.  The  fbrry  inclbfures  be- 
ing planted  with  furs^e  er  gofs,  and  the  in- 
clofed  grounds  being  very   much  overrun 

with 
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with  them  alfo,  adds  double  darJoiefi  to 
this  gloomy  region.  Yet  the  land  from 
Kilworth  is  rich  eoough,  and  with  proper 
cultlvatioa  would  produce  excellent  crops* 

But  I  muft  bid  you  good  nigjit.  To- 
morrow I  purpofe  to  fjpend  in  reconnoitring 
the  city  and  its  environs  j  of  which,  ais  my 
arrival  was  late^  after  a,  ride  of  above  fifty 
miles,  I   have  not  yet  got  evea  the  peir* 


LET  T  ER    XX. 


Cork. 


^T^  HIS  is  a'  city  large  and  extend  ve,  be- 
yond  njy  expe<aration.  I  had  beea 
taught  to  think  worfe  of  it,  in  all  refpe^U^ 
than  it  defer  ves :  it  was  described  as  the^ma;^ 
gazine  of  nailinefst  A^  ^^  i^  ^  the  great 
fhambles^of  the  kingdom,  I  was  predifpofed 
to  credit  thefe  reports ;.  but  it  is  really  ag 
clean,  in  g^neral^  as  the  metropolis^  The 
flaughterrhoufes  are  all  in  the  fuburbs,  and 
there,  indeed,  the  gale  is  not  untainted  5 
but  in  the  city,  properly  fo  called,  all  is  to- 
lerably clean,  and  confequently  fweet.  If 
fufficient  care  were  taken,  even  the  fuburbs 

might 
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might  be  purged  of  every  thing  ofFenfive, 
cither  to  the  fight  or  fmell  5  for  they  flaocl 
upon  the  declivity  of  hills,  and  down  each 
ftreet  there  is  a  copious  flow  o£  water,  per- 
petually wafhing  down  the  filthy  from  the 
door  of  each  flaughter-^houfe  into  the  river, 
which  Ibrrounds  the  town.  The  city  is 
iituatcd,  as  Spencer  graphically  defcribes  it, 
in  his  marriage  o£  the  Thames  and  Med^ 
way. 


The  fpreading  Lee,  that  like  -an  ifland  fair, 
Enclofeth  Cork,  with  his  divided  flood. 


This  ifland  is  interfered  with  feveral  ca- 
^alSi  either  natural  or  artificial,  which,  be- 
ing banked  and  quayed  in,  bring  tip  (hips 
almc^  to  every  ftreet.  The  city,  however, 
is  moftly  cotnpofed  of  lanes,  cutting  the 
main-ftreets  at  right  angles,  and  fo  narrow, 
that  one  of  them,  which  is  tut  ten  feet 
wide,  is  called  Broad-lane.  The  houfes  are 
old,  and  far  from  beiag  elegant  in  their  ap- 
pearance. On  the  new  quays,  indeed,  there 
are  fome  &ir  looking  buildings ;  which 
they  are  obliged  to  weather  ftate.     And  this 

they 
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they  do  in  a  manner  fo  neat  as  to  render  if^ 
almoftf  ortiamentaL   ' 


I  •  r  ■  « 


O^here  are  two  large  i^one  bridges,  one  to 
the  north,  and  the  other  to  the  fouth, over  the 
grand  brafidhes  of  th6  Lee,  befides  feveral 
fmall  ones,  and  fimie  draw- bridged  thrown 
oVer  the  leiTer  branches  or  canals;  -  There 
are  feven  churched,  Hn  exchange,  a  cuftom- 
houfe,  a  barrack,  feveral  hofpitals,  and  other 
public  ftrudures,  yet  none  of  them  worth 
a  fecond  look.  I  have  not  feen  a  fingle 
monumfent  of  antiquity  in  the  whole  town, 
noi^  heard  a  bell  in  any  of  the  churches,  too 
good  for  the  dinner-bell  of  a  country  (quire. . 
But'.]bei?e  is  fomething  infinitely  better. 
Here  is  t^e  bufy  buftle  of  profperops  trade» 
and  all  its  concomitant  bleilings;;  here  is  ^ 
raoft  magnificent  temple,  erefled  to  plenty, 
in  the  midfl  of  a  marfh.  For  that  it  was 
originally  fuch,  if  there  were  no  other  evi- 
dence, the  very  name  imports :  the  word 
Cork  or  Corrach  fignifying  palurox  fen,  as 
I  learn  from  Lhuid's  difiionary. 

A  bookfeller  here  has  put  this,  and  other 
trads  into  my  hands,  which  have  been 
ufeful    to   me  in  my  refearches.     Smith's 

hiftory 
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hiftoty  oCOork,  qdoting.Staiiihiirft,  reports 
that  1 20  Jj^Gars  a^,  Cork  was  but  the  third 
city  iitMonfter,  now  it  is  the  iecond  in  the 
kingdnoi,  i  and  tkeifefore  called  the  Briiiol 
of  Ifdand. 

,Bx©Bpt; in.  tfce  art iale  of  Uneji,  its  exports 
we nwjneiOQftfiderabliR  tJhan ; thofe  of  Bub- 
lia.  : :  jTbei  t»biace  cf  vTcadc,  I  ihould  con- 
ceive, .to  bcagaioift  DttWin,  the  twde  of 
whiohv  dbi^fly^  cQj&fifis  jn  the  importation  of 
luxu|-i^;;,,V7hMeas  <^Oi:k  jdeals  almoft  en- 
tirely in  exporting ,  the .  neceffarjcs  of  life, 

beef,   pork,   butter,  hides,  tallow,  &c. 

... 

AJl  the  wealth  of  I^unfter  and  Con- 
naught  pal(res,  thrpughtyvo  or  three  cities, 
which  may  be  faid  to. have  eaten  up  the 
furrounding  country,  where  the  wretched 
peafant  neyer  taftps  the  flefh  of  the  cattle 
which.he  feeds  j  but  fubfifts  upon  potatoes, 
generally  without  butter,  and  fometimes 
without  milk. 


^  J 


y 


What  proportion  the  trade  of  this  city 
bears  to  that  of  Briftol,  I  have  not  data  to 
form  an  eftimate.  If  we  were  to  judge 
from  the  richnefs  of  the  fhops,  there  is 
here  a  vaft  inferiority.     In  feme  other  re- 

N  fpedls^ 
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fpcds,  Cork  appears  to  be  the  greater  city^ 
In  1754  the  return  of  houfes  in  Cork  wasr 
7445,  in  1766  it  was  81 13  ;  if  wc  fuppofe 
them  to  have  increafed  at  the  fame  rate 
fince,  they  are  now  8614^  This  is  pkicing 
them  low,  for  there  ^axe  great  numbers 
of  the  poor  legally  eicmptect  from  paying 
hearfh-moitey  •  and  it  is  not  the  interefl:  of 
tXe  colledors  to  exceed  in  their  returns. 
In  Briftbl,  and  three  miles  round  it,  thtre 
are  faid  to  be  but  9000  houies^ ;  if  i<s  the 
hduies  in  the  city  alone,  are  probably  not 

fo  numerous  as  thofe  of  Cork. 

I 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  there  were 
eleven  churches  in  Cork  ;  now  there  are  but 
feven.  Yet  it  has  ever  fince  that  time  been 
efteemed  a  thriving  city,  and  in  the  me- 
mory of  man  it  is  faid  to  have  been  doubled. 
But  we  have  already  feen  that  the  ftate  of 
population  cannot  be  afcertaincd  from  the 
number  of  churches  ;  if  oifr  anceftors  had 
not  more  religion  than  we  have,  they  were 
certainly  more  addided  to  building  religious 
houfes. 

To  fee  the  reafon,  why  the  number  of 
V>       churches  has  decreafed  with  incrcafing  po- 
\  pulation. 


A 
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pulation,  we  fhould  recoiled,  that  in  the  time 
jpf  Bdward  IV.  they  had  but  one  reli- 
gion»  that  now  they  have  many ;  and  that 
the  catholics  outnumber  ail  other  denomi^ 
nations,  feven  to  one  at  leaA4 

As  the  Romanifts  adhere  religiouily  to 
all  their  old  inflitutions,  in  the  number 
and  divifion  of  parifhes,  and  as  they  have 
now  but  feven  mafs-houfes  in  fo  large  and 
populous  a  city,  we  may  fairly  fuppofe  that 
there. were  no  more  parifhes  in  Edward's 
time ;  though  there  might  have  beeti  eleven 
churches,  reckoning  in  that  number  the 
chapels  belonging  to  the  four  monafteries, 
which  were  then  in  Cork,  viz,  St.  Domi- 
nick's,  St.  Francis's,  the  Red  Abbey,  and 
the  Cill  Abbey. 

It  muft  too  be  obfcrved,  that  though  the 
monafteries  are  deflroyed,  the  Monks  re- 
main to  this  day,  and  have  regular  fervice 
in  their  diftindt  houfes,  as  in  the  parifli 
mafs-houfes*  In  all  of  which  they  have  a 
fucceffion  of  fervices,  on  Sundays  and  holy- 
days,  from  early  in  the  morning,  till  late 
at  night,  for  the  accommodation  of  their 
numerous  votaries. 

N  2  Befide 
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Befide  thcfe  eleven  raais-houfes,  there 
are  four  diffenting  meeting-houfes,  belong- 
ing to  Prefbyterians,  Anabaptiils,  Q^akersy 
and  French  Proteftants.  The  prevalence  of 
the  Popifli  intereft  in  Cork,  may  be  argued 
from  the  following  trivial  cicumftance  i 
bidding  a  fellow  whom  I  had  picked  up 
for  my  ciceroni^  to  condud  mc  from  the 
cathedral  to  the  blip's  houfe,  he  afked 
me  wbkA  bifi)of  ?  The  fame  canc^ofrcm  I 
drew  at  Kilkenny,  from  another  trifle ;  I 
there  heard  the  titular  biihop  greeted:  hi  the 
ftyle  of  his  dignity. 

On  Sunday  morning  early,  I  fteppcd  iiita 
one  of  their  mafs-houfes,  and  a  Ipacious  one 
it  was.  The  prieft  had  juft  finifhed  the 
celebration  of  mafs.  On  the  altar  flood  fix 
candles.  A  fervitor  came  in,  after  the  prieft 
had  withdrawn,  and,  knecMng  before  the 
altar,  he  entered  the  rails  like  thofe  of  our 
chancels;  and,  after  kneeling  again,  he 
fnufFed  out  two  of  the  candles ;  then  he 
kneeled  again,  and  fnufFed  out  two  more ; 
he  kneeled  a  fourth  time,  and  extinguiftied 
the  fifth  ;  the  fixth  he  left  burning. 

There 


i 
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There, were  fotwal  elegarit  carriages  ftand- 
ing  before  tW  door  ^hen  I  enterec},  and  a 
pcodigiQus  crowd  ^  people  ia  the  ftreet ; 
.as  motlisy  aar  a^i^biage  of  human  Great  urea 
a&I  had  ever  £ren^  .  There  was  a  multitude 
of  beggars  impldriflig  Mms  in  the  Irifh  lan-» 
guage^  fbme  iii  a  high,  and  fome  in  a  low 
key;  Some  of  tk^m  meafured  out  tones  as 
if  fingiagj.  biit.:in  accents  the  moil  unmu- 
fical  feha(  ^yer ,  wo«inded  the  human  ear« 
They  "Were  worfc  than  all  the  tones  in  Ho- 
garth's Enraged  Mufician. — If  this  be  a  bull, 
confider  that  I  am  in  Ireland. 

Ha4  this  Rabelais  of  the  pencil  intro- 
duced ^rj  Irifli  beggar,   he  would  have  fet    \ 
Pafquali  m^d.  In  tl^e  moA  perfed  of  human     \ 
compofitions,   there  is,-  you  know,   fome- 
thing  ftill  wanting  to  render  it  complete. 
Pity  that  the  influence  of  a  Cqrk  mendi- 
cant fliQuld  be  wanting,  to  fill  up  the  mea-    /; 
fure  of  diicprd,  and  thereby  render  one  hu- 
man prpdudion  perfcpft. 

> 

Not  content  with  what  I  faw  at  mafs,  I 
afterwards  went  to  church,  the  ftceple  of 
which  exadly  anfwcred  Shakefpear's  de- 
fcription  in  Jloping  to  its  foundation :  which 

argjues, 
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argues  the  fenny  bottom,  whereon  it  ftands. 
I  was,  however,  delighted  with  the  con- 
trail 1  found  here.  The  fervice  was,  through- 
out, performed  with  the  utmoft  decency 
and  propriety  5  they  had  a  good  organ,  and 
the  finging  was  remarkably  good.  The 
embellifliments  of  the  church  were  neither 
rich,  nor  ftudied ;  but  they  were  neat  and 
plain ;  and  the  audience  had,  truly,  as  much 
the  air  of  opulence  and  elegance,  as  moil 
of  the  congregations  in  the  city  of 
London. 

After  fervice  they  generally  bcttake  them- 
felves  to  a  public  walk,  called  the  Mall  j 
which  is  no  more  than  a  very  ill-paved 
quay  upon  one  of  their  canals,  with  a  row 
of  trees  on  one  fide,  and  Jioufes  on  the 
other.  It  is  a  pleafure,  however,  to  fee 
that  they  are  filling  up  this  canal,  and  fe- 
veral  others,  where  the  water,  having  no 
current,  muft  have  become  noxious  to  the 
air  in  hot  weather.  On  a  bridge,  thrown 
over  this  canal,  is  an  equeftrian  ftatue  of 
his  late  Majefty,  executed  in  bronze  by  an 
artift  of  Dublin.  This  with  a  pedeftrian 
of  Lord  Chatham,   of  white  marble,  and 

one 
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one  in  plaifier  of  Paris,  of  king  William  IIL 
in  the  Mayoralty-houfe,  are  the  only  fiatues 
in  this  large  city*. 

If  this  ftrect  were  well  paved,  and  the 
Mall  flagged,  it  would  be  as  ornamental  to 
the  town,  as  agreeable  to  the  ladies.  There 
is  another  public  walk,  called  the  Redhoufe 
walk,  weft  of  the  city,  cut  through  very 
low  grounds,  for  a  mile  in  length,  planted 
on  each  fide,  where  the  lower  fort  walk ; 
and  oh  leaving  the  Mall,  I  found  it  crowded 
with  people^  in  general,  very  decently 
dreffcd.    Farewell. 


*  A  gentlemao,  ivbom  I  beard  of  in  almoft  er-evy  pare 
of  Ireland  I  viiitedy  has  this  remarkable  aiTertioii,  relative 
to  the  flatue  of  Lord  Chatbam,  marked  in  Italics,  in  bl^ 
Ttmr  in  Ireland^  publiflied  fince  this  letter  was  written,  m 
houfe^pidnier  tjoas^  4it  ibe  dime  f'Wfis  there^  aSually  at  *work 
fainiing  ii  in  cil  colours.  What  led  iht  fagacious  and  learned 
Writer  into  an  error  was  this,  a  houfe- painter  J/V  paint  in 
oi4  colours,  the  flaifitr  ftatue  of  King  William  ;  wLich  be 
fliiftook  for  tbe  marble  ftatue  of  Lord  ^Chatham.  Botb  ^f 
xhem  hare  high  nofes  and  large  wigs. 
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k 

I^Y  time  hare  ;LffiEiti^        ytaplfltfluUify^ 
^^^' I  am.oa  hdr&babk  every  ^cjiay^oBiM^ 
dineincxfflj  ^^'iXix.^iiJStsmcio^ 
Oncof  tbe  odffcofiihpnfiaB  kooaduAnl  f9dtovv 
n^rhfttJifcQ.Jdiiofe  iii  lloncbo.    TS^.^attptm^i 

it  bettffi  hdre  'ib4aiBal|[  ivihcce;  i^  lli^jvft 

been,:  jabd  porter  iajOMo^  QQmqidiio|}|a]iI;i«r 
any  part  of  England,  out  df  JLofidi)n.  ^h-Thitf^ 
article  alone  cofts  Ireland  a  prodigious  fbm ; 
I  have  heard  above  4oi;ooo/;  .yearly*.  ■  'By 
ineaiis  oF  the  drani>-bdc%  this  If  grit*  is  fold 
93  cheap  abroad  as  .at  b(Hue.  Oug^t.ft  Aoi 
to  be  the  policy  of  the  legifkture  c£  this 
kingdom,  to  lighten,  or  even  take  off  the 
duty  on  beer,  in  order  to  encoqrage  their 
own  breweries  ? 

You  may  guefs  that  Cork  is  a  confiderable 
city,  from  its  having,  as  they  tell  me,  a  ftand 
of  fifty  fedan  chairs.  They  have  a  neat 
theatre,  built  by  Barry,  wherein  the  Dub- 
lin company  exhibits  during  fummcr.  The 
only   public   amufement   at   prefent    is   a 

weekly 
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weekly  Drum,  where  tkc  company   play 
xards^  or  chat^  or  dabce,  a»  they  choofe. 

I  WW  at  one  of  thefe  on  Thnrfday  laft, 
and  though  there  was  no  dancing>  I  found 
it  very  entertaining,  as  I  was  not  conft rain- 
ed to  play  eards.  TJae  tadies  bciiig  perfed- 
ly  weU^bred^  add  therefore  acceffible  to 
Grangers,  we  had  a  very  unreftrained  in- 
terd^gr  of  &s\tim^H.  It  wap  not,  t 
conchidijj  withorit  good  re$fdn,  that  Mr. 
Denfipli:  i^,  in  01^  of  Ms  letters,  that 
*^  he  had  iced  4  greater  member  o#  pretty 
women  in  Cork,  tha»  ever  he  h^d*  feen  to^ 
gether  in  any  other  town/* 

But  whoever  ccmiiders  this  matter. dif- 
paffipi:iateiy ,  wit}  n^t  find  any  ftoqg  tefi^  pt- 
ation  for  a  preference,  iii  favour  of  any 
one  plfu;e  qf  the  fame  kingdoa?,.  or  of  the 
one  kingdom  above  the  other.  \  M\  natu- 
ral endowments  feem  difpenfed  to  each  in 
very  e<jual  proportions. 

It  mvft,  ait.  the  fame  time,  be  evident  to 
the  moft  Asperficial  obferver,  that  beauty 
is  more  diffufed  in  England,  among  the  lower 
ranks  of  life ;  which  may,  however,  be  at» 
tributed  to  the  mere  modes  of  living.  V 
There  the  meaneft  cottager  is  better  fed. 
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better  lodged,  and  better  drefled,  thsui  the 
moft  opulent  farmers  here,  who,  nnao 
cufiomed  to  what  our  peafants  reckon  the 
comforts  of  life,  know  no  luxury  but  in 
deep  potations  of  aqua  vit(Z.  ' 

From  this  circumfiance,  we  may  account 
for  a  fad  reported  to  me,  by  the  officers  of 
the  army  here.  They  fay,  that  the  young 
fellows  of  Ireland,  who  offer  to  enlift,  are 
more  generally  below  the  given  height,  than 
in  England.  There  can  be  no  iqppeal  from 
their  teftimony,  for  they  were  Irilh,  and  the 
llandard  is  an  infallible  ted. 

\- 
I  can  fee  no  reafon  why  the  caufes  which 
promote,  or  prevent  the  growth  of  other 
animals,  fhould  not  have  (imilar  efiedis  upon 
the  human  fpecies.  In  England,  where 
there  is  no  ftint  of  provifions,  the  growth 
is  not  checked,  but  on  the  contrary  it  is 
extended  to  the  utmoft  bound  of  nature's 
original  intention  j  whereas  in  Ireland, 
where  food  is  neither  in  the  fame  quantity, 
nor  of  the  fame  quality,  the  body  cannot 
expand  itfelf,  but  is  dwarfed,  and  fiunted 
in  its  dimenfions. 

The  gentlemen  of  Ireland  are  full  as  tall 
as  thofe  of  England ;  the  difference  then, 

between 
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between  them  and  the  commonality  can 
only  proceed  from  the  difference  of  food. 
The  following  cafe  may,  perhaps,  tend  to 
illufirate  this  matter,  which,  however,  I 
only  give  upon  uncertain  authority.  In  the 
Anatomy-houfe  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
is  a  human  flceleton,  of  between  feven  and 
eight  feet  high.  They  told  me,  it  belonged 
to  one  Magrath,  an  orphan,  in  this  county, 
fomewhere  near  Cloyne.  The  child  fell, 
into  the  hands  of  the  famous  Berkeley,  then 
bifhop  of  that  fee.  This  fubtile  dodor, 
who  denied  the  exigence  of  matter,  was  as 
inquiiitive  in  his  phyfical  refearches,  as  he 
was  whimfical  in  his  metaphyfical  fpecula- 
tions.  When  I  tell  you,  that  he  had  well 
nigh  put  an  end  to  his  own  exiftence,  by 
experimenting  what  are  the  fenfations  of  a 
peribn  dying  on  the  gallows,  you  will  be 
more  ready  to  forgive  him  for  his  treatment 
to  the  poor  foundling,  whofe  ftory  I  am 
now  to  finifh. 

The  bi(hop  had  a  ftrange  fancy  to  know 
whether  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  art  to 
increafe  the  human  ftature.  And  this  un- 
happy orphan  appeared  to  him  a  fit  fubjed 
for  trial.     He  made  his  effay  according  to 

his 
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his  preconceived  theofy^  wh^itei^^r  i^t  wiglut 
be,  ami  the  confequence  was,  fth^.  he  be^ 
came  feven  feet  high  ia  his  fi^teeqt^  y^r. 
He  was  carried  through  various  p^^i  <>f 
Europe  for  th6  laft  years  of  his  )4fe,  ao4 
exhibited  as  the  prodigious  Irijbgiaai.  j^ut 
fo  difproportioned  were  his  orgaxU,.  Jij^V^t  be 
contraded  an  univer£al  imbecility  ^th  of 
body  and  mind^  and  died  of  old  age  at 
twenty.  His  under-jaw  was  monib:ouS|..yet 
the  ikuli  did  not  exceed  the  commoa  ficse. 
But  they  (hew  a  fkuU  there,  which,  if  the 
other  members  fymmetrizcd,  does  certaimly 
befpeak  a  Aature  more  than  Paf;ag9man*  \t 
was  the  fkuU  of  one  O'Dowd,  a  geqtj[^n»a 
of  Connaught,  whofe  family,  now  extio^ 
were  all  above  the  comimon  fize. 

In  the  fame  place,  I  few  the  ikeleton  of 
one  Clark,  a  native  of  this  city,  whom  they 
call  the  ojffified  man.  Early  in  life  his  joints 
ftifFened,  his  locomotive  powers  were  loft, 
and  his  very  jaws  grew  together.  They 
were  obliged,  for  his  fuftenance,  to  pour 
liquids  into  his  mouth  by  a  hole  perforated 
through  his  teeth.  He  lived  in  this  ftate 
for  feveral  years,  leaning  againft^  wall,  till 
at  length  the  very  organs  of  life  were  con- 
verted 
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rerted  ittto  tjone.   Abcount  for  this^  EtoiSJor, 
if  you  oah. 

Q»tk  has  produced  ibtn 6  eftilnent  men  of 
ywrr  iaeSltf.  Dr.  OtSohriell  wrote  upon 
epidemical  difeafes  in  general,  and  upon 
t]|i>fe  of  doi^k  in  particular.  He  is  called 
by  Gaufaiiis,  the  irifh  Sydenham  ;  and  his 
book  19  idttiniedded  by  Dr.  Mead,  both  for 
the  matter  and  the  purity  <5>f  tlie  ftyle. 
Speaking  of'  the  air,  he  fays,  Dublinii  twffes 
cMarthales  mtdtofrequentiores  &  nuigis  eft-- 
deimcte  ftmt  hyeme  &  autumno^  into  et  atits 
omnibus  anni  t^mporibus^  quam  Gorcagid^. 
Which  he  attributes  to  the  air  of  Dublin 
being  more  impregnated  with  fuliginous 
particles. 

Dr.  Rogers  has  wrote  in  Englifh  on  the 
lame  fubjed,  and  his  work,  I  am  informed, 
has  confiderable  merit.  Sir  Edward  Barry, 
now  of  Bath,  the  authoif  of  feveral  medical 
traSs,  particularly  one  on  the  confumption 
of  the  lungs,  is  a  native  of  this  place. 

Smith  mentions  a  Dr.  Lyne,  whofe  cafe 
was  very  extraordinary.  For  the  laft  fifty 
years  of  his  life  he  never  glazed  a  window 
in  his  houfe ;  four  of  which  he  had  in  his 
bed-chamber,  two  on  each  fide  his  bed.     It 
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is  remarkable,  that,  in  all  that  time,  ncH 
body  died  in  the  houfe,  till  he  his  ieliF  was 
carried  oflf,  by  the  fmall-pox,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five.  After  the  windows  were  glassed 
by  his  fon,  Death  became  a  frequent  vifitor* 

On  Sunday,  I  faw,  dreffed  in  his  gown, 
a  Mr.  Dekcour,  whofe  appearance  attraded 
attention.  He  feemed  like  the  men  of  for- 
mer times,  and  every  thing  about  him  be- 
fpoke  fomewhat  out  of  the  common  line. 
Upon  enquiry,  I  found  he  had  in  his  yonth, 
been  author  of  feveral  poetical  pieces,  which 
had  been  well  received;  particularly  The 
Profpe£t  of  Beauty ^  and  The  Progrefs  of 
Poetry ;  the  latter  of  which  has  undergone 
many  impreffions.     Farewell. 


LETTER    XXII. 


Cork. 


np  H  E  outlets  of  Cork  are  cheerful  and 
-^  pleafant;  the  country  around  the 
city,  on  both  fides  the  river,  is  hilly,  like 
that  round  Bath.  The  rides  to  PaflTage  and 
Glanmire  are  charming,  the  acclivities  be- 
ing decorated  with  a  variety  of  handfome 

feats. 
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The  harbour  called  the  Cove  is  one  of 
the  beft  in  the  world ;  the  entrance  is  fafe ; 
and  the  whole  navy  of  England  may  ride  in 
it  iecure  from  every  wind  that  Uows.  Ships 
of  burden,  however,  are  obliged  to  unload 
at  Paflage,  about  five  miles  from  toy^rn,  the 
channel  not  admitting  veflels  of  above  1 50 
tons. 

It  is  argued,  that  the  fituation  of  Cork 
cannot  be  healthful,  as  it  is  built  upon  a 
marfh,  interfered  with  canals,  and  fur- 
rounded  by  a  large  river.  Yet  the  bills  of 
mortality,  and  even  the  antecedent  reafbn 
of  the  thing,  prove  the  contrary ;  for  the 
waters  in  tbefe  canals  are  never  Aagnant, 
but  always  rapid  in  their  current,  which 
communicates  motion  to  the  air,  and  brufhes 
o£f  all  noxious  vapours  that  might  be  fup* 
pofed  to  arife. 

The  ifland  was  formerly  walled  in  to  de-r 
fend  it  againft  the  incurfions  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Septs,  with  whom  it  was  in  a  per- 
petual warfare^  it  having  been  originally 
built  by  the  Danes,  whom  the  native  Irifh, 
to  this  very  day,  hold  in  deteflation. 

The  high  lands,  which,  on  both  fides 
the  river,  command  the  town,  forbid  it  to 

be 
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be  a  place  of  any  defence  againft  cannon^ 
Accordingly  we  find  that  after  a  fiegc  df 
but  five  days,  and  with  little  or  no  lofii^  but 
that  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  the  ganifon 
was  obliged  to  fu  r render -priibners  of  war, 
to  Churchill,  afterwards  Duke  of  iMarlbo-^ 
rough,  whom  King  William  fentovbrospdn 
his  return  to  England,  after  his  repulfc  at 
Limerick. 

But  if  Cork  is  ill  placed  for  refiftiisg the 
calamities  of  war,  it  is  ha{^ly  fituatedfor 
obtaining  the  bleffings  of  peace,  by  «nivcr- 
fal  commerce.  It  is  evidently  moft  crtnve- 
nient  for  the  weftern  world,  and,  wfaftt  to 
fome  may  appear  paradoxical,  it  lies  mote 
advantageoufly  for  the  Eaft  Indies  than  any 
of  the  Engliih  ports.  From  this  fortunate 
fituation,  Cork  has  grown  into  fuch  im- 
portance, as  to  be,  one  of  the  third^^xate 
cities  in  the  Britifh  empire. 

If  fo  confiderable  then  without  thei.atd 
of  manufactures,  what  would  it  be.  with 
their  acceffion  ?  It  ih  not,  it  cannot  be  any 
peculiar  indolence  of  nature ;  it  muft  be 
from  certain  ill-jutlged  reftridions  of  po- 
licy that  thefe  people  are  not  induftripus. 
Induftry  is  a  quality  almoft  unknown  in  the 

nafcent 
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nafcent  date  of  rude  focieties  ;  neceflity 
calls  it  forth  gradually  as  fiates  advance 
in  civilization.  If  the  Americans  are  pro*- 
duced  as  an  example  to  the  contrary,  let 
it  be  confidered  that  thofe  colonies  never 
were  in  the  ordinary  ftate  of  infancy ;  they 
were,  like  Minerva,  born  adults. 

Before  Lord  Strafford's  adminidration  in 
this  kingdom,  the  Irifli  ind raped  their  own 
wool,  hot  only  for  home  confumption,  but 
for  the  fcjreign  market  At  that  time,  it 
became  the  policy  of  England  to  make  the 
woollen  manufadure  her  ftaple;  for  even 
fo  late  as  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  fhe  was 
fupplied  from  the  Hans  Towns.  It  was  a 
dispute  with  them  about  certain  duties, 
w^hich  provoked  the  Qpeen  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  their  cloths,  and  thus  of 
courfe  fet  the  Englifh  looms  at  work.  . 

In  the  infancy  of  the  manufadure,  it  was 
perhaps  juftifiable,  upon  the  principles  of  ex- 
pediency, to  fupprefs  all  competition  as  much 
as  poffible.  But,  if  by  tying  up  the  hands 
of  the  Irifh,  we  have  only  employed  thofe 
of  the  French  ;  if,  inftead  of  monopolizing 
the  market,  we  have  furniflied  them  with 
materials  to  fupplant  us  at  it,  ought  not  the 

O  fame 
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ferae  motives  of  felf-rht«reft,  wl»reh  pidiapt'- 
^  k  prfohrasition  of  the  in&infu&divire'of  Wddl 
in  fre^tid,  no'vfr  j*e^^il  tb  enc©tt¥i^i5  it  ? 

•  _  • »  •      ■>         • 

The  fa<3  is,  we  have  totally  Ipft  the 
Turkey  woollen  trade,  and  the  French  have 
got  it.  The  French  are  difpofleffing  us  of 
the  Portugal  trade  alfo  j  their  provifions 
•being  cheaper,  the^y  iDaa  afford  double  the 
price,  foi*  fr hfti  Wool  thlit  we  can^  -and  yet 
ttdderfeH  lis*  Nay,  fuch  is  their  demand 
for  thefe  raw  wools,  that  their  price  is  en- 
hanced beyond  the  reach  of  the  Irifh  maau- 
fatfturei. 

Till  of  fete  they  tifed  to  export  from 
hettce,  in  fprte  of  all  prohibitions,  c<Hifi4er- 
abIe<jOTn titles  tD^f  cddrfe  camblets  and  other 
ftuffeito  Lrfbon-;  but  r6w  that  bufinefs  is 
entirety  over,  the  Frtfrich  having 'jgot  tlieir 
wool^  have  alfo  got  poffeffion  of  the  mar- 
ket. 

'^It  6  dbfer ved,  hy  the  beft  Writers  on  this 
ftrbjed,  that  the  woollen  manufa^re  in 
'Frahce  rofe  upon  the  ruins  of  that  of  fre- 
faiid  :  ^ber  workitien,  whofe  trade  and  reli- 
g}(jh  were  reprobated  at  home,  betaking- 
^eittfefves  where  botli  fotiUA  prdteiaicrri  and 
^ehfeburagement.     The  propagation   of  the 

French 
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French  manufacture  was  doubly  indebted 
to  the  decline  of  the  Irifh,  firft  for  the 
hands,  and  then  for  the  material ;  it  being 
admitted,  that  the  French  cajinot  work  up 
their  own  wools  for  foreign  markets,  with- 
out an  admixture  of  one-tihird,  at  ieail,  of 
a  different  flaple* 

France  then  muft  have  Irifh  wool^  almoft 
at  any  price ;  which  ijs  fuch  a  temptation 
to  fmuggling,  that  not  all  the  navy  of  j&ig- 
land  can  prevent  it ;  efpecrally,  when  the 
wool  of  this  country  is  firft  conveyed  pirb- 
licly  to  England,  and  thence^dandeftinely 
to  France.  Bat  what  force  :caa  never  at- 
chieve,  a  relaxation  of  the  navigation  laws 
would  foon  effed:  The  irifti  would  then 
work  up  that  wool  they  now  export,  and, 
by  thus  withduawmg  the  material,  would 
fpeedily  flop  the  ^exportation  of  Frqnch 
woollens. 

Such  were  the  confiderations  which 
fuggefted  thofe  excellent  lines^  in  a  late 
letter  to  the  Qpeen.,  by  hord  Clare  j  the 
truth  of  whofe  painting,  and  the  force  of 
whofe  reafonrng,  none  can  fufficieirtly  ad- 
mire who  have  feen  Ireland,  and  weighed 
tKis  fubjed. 

O  z  And 
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Arid  O!  might  poorlERNE  hope. 
In  fober  freedom's  liberal  fcope. 
To  ply  the  loom,  to  plough  the  main, 
Nor  fee  Heaven's  bounties  pourM  in  vain; 
Where  ftarving  hinds,  from  fens  and  rocks. 
View  paftures  rich  with  herds  and  flocks  ; 
And  only  view  forbid  to  tafte ; 
Sad  tenants  of  a  dreary  wafle. 
For  other  hinds  our  oxen  bleed  ; 
^  Our  flocks  for  happier  regions  feed. 
Their  fleece  to  Gallia's  looms  relign. 
More  rich  than  the  Peruvian  mine; 
Her  fields  wiih  barren  lilies  ftjfoyvii. 
Now  white  with  treafures  not  her  own. 
In  vain  Ierne's  piercing  cries 
Plaintive  purJue  the  golden  prize; 
While  all  aghaft  the  Weaver  ftand^,  -    • 

Aiid  drops  th6  fhuttle  from  his  hands.  '  .'  "i 

Barter  accurft  f  but  mad  diftrpfs. .  ? . . 
To  ruin  flies  from  wTetchednefs,^. 
.Theirs  be  the  blame,  who  b^r^thecourfe 
Of  commerce  from  her  genuine  fourceV  »  ^ 

And  drive  the  wretch  his  thirft  tb  flake  ■ 

With  poifon^  in  a  ftagniant  lake. 


Hence  ports  fecure  from  ev'ry  wind. 
For  trade  for  wealth,  for  power  dkjTign'd 
Where  faithful  coafts  and  friendly  gales, 
Invire  the  helm  and  coott  the 'fails, 
A  wide  deferte^rfpace  expand','  ^>'^; 
Surrounded  with  uncultur'd  land. 
Thence  Poverty,  with  haggard  eye. 
Beholds  the  Briti(hftre^.mer5.j9y; 


%.     «  ^  ■  •«. 
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Beholds  the  merchant  doomM  to  brave 
The  treacherous  (hoal,  and  adverfe  wave, 
Conftraip'd  to  rifk  his  precious  ftore. 
And  ihun  our  intcrdifted  fhore. 
Thus  Britain  v^orks  a  Sister's  woe ; 
Thus  flarves  a  friend^  and  gluts  a  foe> 

« 

It  will,  I  know,  be  argued,  that,  by  en- 
larging the  woollen  manufadure  of  Ireland, 
France  may  lofe,  but  England  cannot  gain; 
for  inflead  of  one  competitor,  fhe  will  have 
two,  which  is  only  making  bad  worfc. 

But  granting  it  to  be  equal  to  England, 
whether  fhe  is  underfold  by  France  or  Ire- 
land ;  it  is  not  equal  to  her,  whether  or  no 
fhe  recover  thofe  markets  (he  has  lofl.  And 
it  is  as  demonfirable  as  any  political  pro- 
pofition  can  be,  that  no  meafure  can  be  fb 
effedual  to  re-eftablifh  her  at  them,  as  ad- 
mitting Ireland  to  manufacture  her  own 
wools.     I  argue  thus — 

# 

Ireland  can  only  be  fuppofed  to  work 
up  the  wool  fhe  would  otherwife  fmuggic 
to  France,  which  is  one-third  of  the  French 
manufadure  for  exportation,  and  without 
which  the  other  two  parts  could  not  bp 
ufed  for  that  purpofe.  Who  then  fhall 
fupply  this  deficiency  to  foreigners?   Not 

the 
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the  French,  for  the  material  being  with- 
drawn, they  will  be  difabled  to  export  any, 
confequently  it  will  devolve  on  England  to 
furnifh  the  other  two  parts.  France  will 
lofe  the  whole  three,  England  regain  two  of 
them,  and  Ireland  get  but  one, 

To  invalidate  this  coficfnfidn,  it  will  be 
dbjedied,  that  the  French  may  get  wool 
clffewhcre,  of -the  fame  quality  as  the  Irifh. 
But,  thotigh  thb  might  fafely  be  denied,  we 
fhall  fuppofe  it^to  be  fojjible  j  ft  ill,  it  muft 
be  admitted,  that  they  miift  pufchafc  it  at 
a  higher  price  than  at  prefent,  for  i(  they 
6ould  get  ft  cheaper  any  where  elfe,  they 
would  not  deal  with  Ireland.  Confequent- 
ly, i-aifing  the  price  of  tht  material  to  the 
French,  will  bring  them  more  upon  a  levtl 
with  the  Bnglilh  manufadurer. 

Thus  far  we  have  argued,  as  if  the  in- 
terefts  of  France  and  Ireland  were  perfeQly 
equal  to  England.  But  it  (hould  be  cOn- 
fidered,  that  what  the  Irifli  get,  we  are  fo 
far  from  lofing,  that  the  bulk  of  it  finally 
centres  with  ourfelves.  Ireland  would  be 
as  a  fieve,  through  which  the  flour  would 
J)afs  to  England,  and  the  bran  only  remain. 
A  diftindion  iTiould  be  made  between  a 

natural 
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natuial  firiend,  and  a  aatur^i  €^9fmy :  ipr, 
Ibiely,  there  is  fame  difFerenc^^  w^pe^b^f  ^hei 
dominions  of  George  HI.  or  L^wi?  XV^. 
abound  with  artificers,  fbldier^b  ftod  ^ilpf^a 
I  name  not  money ;  for  men,  )iot  money^ 
conditute  the  weahh  of  a  n^ition,  §n4  the 
fii^ength  of  a  crown. 

The  French  are  not  only  ccMi\ppUtpr£^ 
but  enemies,  who  would  firft  fuppl^nf  uf 
in  our  trade,  and  then  annihiljite  us  as  ^ 
people.  Whatever  they  gain  is  a  49A^^ 
lofsi,  by  exalting  France  in  the  ian^e^  prpr 
portion  that  it  depreffes  Englapd.  fn  (he 
day  of  diftrefs,  it  may  poflibly  be  felt  ^hiclj 
is  the  befi  policy,  to  engage  thj?  cquntry  in 
manufadures,  eivilize  it  by  trade,  and  gU 
tach  it  by  affedion,  or  load  it  with  fiich 
chains  of  civil  and  religious  reitriiStipn^ 
that  the  body  of  the  people,  having  npthit^g 
to  lofe,  may  Aope  for  better,  but  csnifear 
nothing  worfe. 

It  was  formerly  the  cuftom  to  B^Wovf  each 
failor  to  carry  with  him  wpoUeq  gpo4fr5  ^o  t}|e 
value  of  40  /.  and  caph  officer,  %o  thp  y^lup 
of  5  /.  but  even  this  privilege  is  pow  taken 
9way,  and  no  refource  left  for  induftry. 

It 
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It  will  be  faidy  that  there  is  a  fufficient 
field  for  induftry  in  Ireland,  if  Ihc  would 
but  manufadure  her  own  home-confump* 
tion,  which  fhe  now  imports.  This,  how- 
ever, is,  I  believe,  faid  without  mature  de- 
liberation. Her  home  confumption  is  not 
a  fufficient  ftimulus.  The  genius  of  trade 
fickens  at  the  very  thoughts  of  reftridion, 
and  it  dies  upon  adual  redraint.  Had  Ire- 
land been  prohibited  the  exportation  of  her 
linens^  (he  would  not,  at  this  day,  have  ma-^ 
nufadured  fufiicient  for  her  own  people: 
her  gentry  would  have  ftill  depended  upon 
Hamburgh  and  Holland  for  their  fhirts  and 
(hifts,  as  they  did  within  the  laft  forty 
years.  Nay,  we  may  venture  to  pronounce 
that  if  any  embargo  were  laid  upon  the  ex- 
portation of  woollens  from  England,  it 
would  fo  damp  the  fpirit  of  trade,  that, 
withrn  a  century,  Englifh  gentlemen  would 
be  clothed  in  foreign  clothe. 

The  Irifti  are,  however,  very  culpable 
in  this  affair,  but  the,  fault  falls  not  upon 
the  manufadurer,  but  the  confumer.  The 
w6ollen  ftianufadure,  in  defpite  of  all 
efforts  to  annihilate  it,  has  flourifhed  in  the 

pity 
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tity  of  Dublin,    while  it   has   languifhcd 
every  where  elfe.     But,  as  if  the  natives 
wifhed  to  confpire  with  other  agents,  in 
banifhing  it  thence  alfo ;  they  fcorn  to  wear 
a   home-fpun   coat.      Even   an   attorney's 
clerk    muft   be   dreffed   in    Englifti    cloth,  . 
And  fuch  is  the  contempt  of  Irifh  woollens 
in  Ireland,   that   it  is  common    with    the 
drapers    to   fell    for   Englifti,   thofe  whidi 
are    really    Irifti.     it   is   the   pride  of  the 
feller  to  deceive  the   buyer,   and  the  fie- 
quency  of  the  deception  affords  him  flat- 
tering proofs,  that  the  preference  given  to 
Englifh  cloth,   is  merely  owing  to  the  pte- 
judice  of  his  countrymen.     And  certainly 
the  fuperior  perfedion  to  which  they  have 
brought   poplins,    fome   of    which,  called 
tabinets^  have  all  the  richnefs  of  filk,  does 
not  difcover  any  want  of  genius  in  |iu$ 
line. 

At  firft  view,  one  might  imagine  this 
honeji  AtQtit  to  be  advantageous  to  the  wool- 
len manufadure  of  Dublin ;  and  it  evi- 
dently muft  be  fo  to  that  of  fine  cloths ;  yet 
the  trade  at  large  fuffers.  For  inftead  of 
working  up  their  own  excellent  wools  into 

frizes. 
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^isesy  ratteens^  ierges;  and  coarfe  brqad 
Gk>tbs,  tbey  export  their  raw  rfioci-y  and 
are  (upplied  with  thafe  coarfe  goods  from 
the  north  of  England ;  and  to  eomptete  th^ 
Hifafiire  of  their  mircondu£l,  they  imporl 
j^early,  between  twenty  and  thirty  thou^d 
pcmnds  value  of  Spanifh  wool»  for  the  ma^ 
aa£^£ture  of  fuperfinea. 

Bat  nothing,  fure]y,  can  be  more  injudi- 
eious,  than  to  affect  the  higher,  and.negledl 
the  lower  braneheSw  The  fame  vahie  of 
Irifb  wool,  with  that  imported  from  Spain^ 
would  employ,  at  leaft,  thrice  the  number 
of  hands,  and  bring  five  times  the  neat 
profit  to  the  kingdom.  This,  I  conceive, 
Should  be  attended  to  by  the  Dublin  So- 
ciety. That  ufeful  body,  inftead  of  giving 
premiums  for  the  fineft  fort,  fhotrld  only 
give  them  for  thofe  of  an  inferior  quality^ 
into  whofe  compofition  Spanifh  wool  is  not 
fo|^ofed  to  enter. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  hard  to  fay,  whe- 
ther foreign  or  domeflic  caufes  operate  moft 
powerfully  in  wafting  this  fruitful  country. 
Which,  by  removing  unnatural  prohibi- 
tions, would  not  only  be  enabled  to  furnifh 

a  grand 
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a  grand  proportion  of  the  fopplies ;  but^ 
by  increafiog  thenarober  of  ita  inhabitants, 
wonki  become  of  vaft  importance  by  reci- 
procal trade,  and  by  furniftitng  a  breed  of 
able-bodied  men  for  manning  out  fleets,  and 
recruiting  our  armies. 

To-morrow,   I   purpoiib   fetting  out  for 
Limerick,  and  am,  &;c. 


LETTER    XXIII. 

Charleville,  OOober  i6»  1775. 

np  H  I  S  is  a  poor  borough,  about  forty 
miles  from  Cork,  and  faid  to  be  mid- 
way between  that  and  Limerick,  The  ipn, 
though  very  ordinary,  is  reckoned  a  good 
onel  It  would  rather  indeed  be  wonderful 
if  it  were  good,  in  a  fmall  town,  without 
manufadures,  fituated  in  a  country  with- 
out agriculture,  and  where  the  refbrt  of 
travellers  cannot  be  great. 

But  not  to  be  worji^  fiands  injome  rank 
of  praife^  compared  to  one  I  had  juft  paffed 
through,  Charleville  had  an  air  of  opulence. 
The  village  I  mean  is  Buttevant,  finely 
lituated  in  a  fine  country.    Here  was  a  coU 

ledion 
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ledion  of  the  vileft  cribs,  raifed  of  dry 
Hones,  not  fix  feet  high,  interfperfed  with 
the  antique  towers  of  battered  caftles,  and 
auguA  remains  of  ruined  monaAeries. 

My  communicative  fellow-traveller  Spen- 
cer tells  me,  that  Buttevant  was  demoli(hed, 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  by  Murrough 
0*Brien,  who  breaking  forth  from  Tho- 
mond,  at  the  head  of  the  difcontented  Irifli, 
like  a  fuddcn  tempeft,  over-ran,  and  laid 
wafte  Connaught,  Munfter,  and  Leinfter; 
whilft  O'Neil  was  doing  the  like  in  Ulften 
He  foon  created  himlelf  king,  and  was  called 
king  of  all  Ireland,  as  Bruce  of  Scotland 
had  done  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II. 

From  Cork  to  Mallow  there  is  very 
little  natural  or  artificial  decoration,  except 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  poor  village, 
where  the  ruins  of  a  fpacious  Abbey  in  a 
valley,  and  of  a  proud  little  caftle  on  the 
brow  of  a  hill,  are  ft  ill  to  be  feen.  There 
fbme  venerable  oaks  ftretch  their  long  arms 
acrofs  the  road,  and  from  thence  wind  down 
a  romantic  glin,  in  view  of  a  new  houfe  of 
a  good  appearance, 

The  fituation  of  Mallow  is  charming, 
it  lies  on  this  fide  of  the  Blackwater,  the 

other 
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Other  fide  being  moftly  occupied  by  gen- 
tlemen's feats,  richly  planted,  and  neatly 
dreflcd.  At  the  end  of  the  town  is  an  old 
cafile,  which^  with  the  town,  belongs  to  a 
Mr.  Jephfon,  kinfmaa  to  my  kind  hoftefs 
at  Tipperary.  It  is  a  borough-town,  the 
balcony  windows  of  which,  betray  all  the 
iymptoms  of  decay.  Without  manufac- 
tures, it  fubfifts  by  the  precarious  trade  of 
letting  ^  lodgings.  It  has  a  tepid  fpring^ 
which  is  iaid  to  be  a  fovereign  refiorative ; 
but  of  late  years  it  has  been  dcferted  in 
fevour  of  Briflol,  where  if  the  waters  arc 
not  better,  it  muft  be  allowed  that  the  ac- 
commodations are. 

When  at  Mallow  I  was  within  thirty 
miles  of  Killarney,  which  by  all  accounts 
is  oile  of  the  fineft  fcenes  in  Europe.  Vo^ 
lumes  have  been  written  in  its  praife,  but 
the  fubjed  feems  to  be  inexhauftible.  I 
faw  at  Mr.  Baker's,  in  a  manufcript  readjr 
for  the  prefs,  a  very  poetical  defcriptidh  bf 
it,  though  in  profe,  and  it  has  lately  be^ri 
celebrated  in  verfe  by  a  Mr.Leflie.  ^  - 


You  will  fay,  I  am  dead  to  curiofity  that 
could  pais  it  by ;    but  confider,  my   flfear 

friend,  that  the  feafon  is  npw  far  advanced; 

^  .     ■'  •  >  •■   *     .    • 

.      that 


- .  i> 
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that  travelling  it  not  fcere  tn  in  England,- 
tlKtt  roads  littk  frequeoted^  biA  by  oMvt&tjr^ 
t<hdag^  Caiti  to  be  m«di  imfmoved, -oaa 
Aeill:^  he  very  gdod,  ^nor  Hie  bf»ftft  f Me  ^fiom 

iife^  «i  vaii6«0diMr<an. 

I  am  even  oomoved  hf  the  eonfidemtimi^ 

Ifcat  1^15  flt  theiaqdddp  tfiMtfib  %  df>eaM% 

in  ifabis  toottiitiy,  whenie    tkc  Idaniies  tfick 

[ij'^^IcBiger'oh  the  itt»ef  than  nciretnA want    i 

Y^pftaHxioQfeEBitaaQyifelf  itridi  Mr.  {''iflier's  ^ewft. 

^  ^^hfy  fria^  iseiftginot  .£»  niciak:ft)tbeflMfit 

'^  '^  "  afid  lidiigs,  tab  niaji  (find  n&mier)}*      . 

On  this  road  I  met  an  Irifli  funeral,  one 
or  two  of  which  I  had  <£bon  .before,  hut 
tkis  one  might  hav^  proved  fatal  to  inc,  :for 
1  mret  it  uucKpededly  vin  turning  «  coxncTi, 
and  no  fboner  :did  the  jnouruers  fee  me,  than 
they  fet  »ii|p4i  yeU  which  frightened  .toy  Jiocfe 
not  a  little.  The  cry^  howovw,  which  had 
"beep  ori^nally  raifcd  .oai  iny,acc50uat,  oeafcid 
at  JfigiMt  of  my  danger  ;  but  the  .girls,  who 
fet  it  up,XDukl  JKrt  help  Jau^iiqg  at  iny 
fituation. 

It  h  the  cuflpm  of  this  country  to  con- 

du^  tfeeir  dead ,  to  the^rare  4n  all. the  pa- 

irajie  they  can  Siifplay  'j  and  as  they  pafs 

*  "  through 
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iftrough  atiy  town,  or  meet  any  TcmarkatJfe 
jstetfoft,  tfhfcy  fet  trp  their  howl.  A  geittle- 
tnah  and  his  fervattt  werfc,  it  fettns,  thonrglft 
<o  idfeferVe  this  cotwpUtwent. 

fteing  now  out  of  idanger,  1  can  calmfjr 
tnquitfc  into  the  antrqtiitjr  of  this  cnfknn* 
Sptfffcer,  fo  often  tndnticmtrd,  fkys  "^hat  h  h 
heaflrtritfli,  and  procetds  from  a  defpait  bf 
Iklvation.  fitft,  whether  the  ctrftcrm  origi- 
WateS  from  hope  or  defpait,  it  is  certainly 
vety  atttteht,  and  has  "been  praaifed  bv  the 
fte^fews,  Greeks,  atidRtwians.  "€alifor 
the  rii'crtirnidg'women,  that  they  may  come /' 
'^ -**  man  goeth  to  his  long  home,  and  the 
wownerB  go  aboot  the  ftreets,"  -^  *'  we 
have'mburned  nrito  you,  but  yeliave  not 
lamrtited/*  fay  the  itilpired  writers. 

It  was  formerly  ufual  to  'have  a  bard  to 
write  the  elegy  of  the  deceafed,  whith  con- 
tained an  enumeration  of  his  good  quafi- 
ties,  his  genealogy,  his  riches,  &c.  the 
burden  *being,  0  why  did  ht  die  P  As 
thus,.  P,  vfhy  did  he  die  !  who  was  To  wor- 
thy* to  live?  He  who  fprung  frxim  the 
noble  blood  of  Heber,  the  fon  c£  Galium, 
thatrgallant  chief! — 0  why  did  he  die  who 

was 


\\ 
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was  bleffed  with  a  wife,  faired  of  the 
daughters  of  Scota,  a  wife  who  lives  only 
to  deplore  his  lofs  !  O  why  did  he  die  before 
he  could  fee  his  fons  glorious  in  the  field, 
and  his  daughters  happy  in  their  loves !  O 
why  did  he  die  who  had  every  means  of  life  ; 
whofe  numerous  beeves  browfed  on  the 
lawn,  and  whofe  ftieep  whitened  the  hills ! 
0  why  did  he  die  who  was  lord  of  the  golden 
vale !  O  ye,  the  obje<Sls  of  his  bounty,,  his 
vafials  loving  and  beloved,  why- — why  did 
ycnot  fnatch  him  from  death,  who  fo  often 
led  you  to  glory,  and  brought  you  home 
laurelled  by  the  hand  of  vidory !  &c.  &c. 
The  women  then  took  up  the  rueful  ditty, 
and  fung  it  with  lamentable  accents,  which, 
from  imitation  of  the  founds,  are  fome- 
times  called  Oghunano,  and  Hullaloo,  and 
from  the  repetition  of*  Oh  why  did  he  die^ 
Ogh-agus  {Agus  fignifying  and).  It  is  alfo 
called  Keenagh,  but  for  what  reafon  I  do 
not  know. 

As  thefe  elegies  are  now  compofed  by 
unlettered  men,  they  muft  appear, ridicu- 
lous enough.  Though  fhe  band  of  criers 
which  I  heard,  made  ho  very  mufical  dirge 
of  it,  it  was  certainly  calculated  to  infpire 

melancholy* 
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melancholy.  That  the  cuftom  may  be  en- 
nobled by  a  more  elevated  ftrain,  the  laft 
book  of  Homer  muft  evince  ;  where,  we 
fee  around  the  corpfe  of  Hedor,  hi^  wife, 
his  mother,  and  his  fifter,  who,  as  the  na- 
tural mourners,  alternately  fpeak  his  feveral 
praifes,  while  the  artificial  mourners  adt 
the  fecbnd  part. 

A  melancholy  choir  attend  around, 

Wkh  plaintive  fighs,  and  mufic's  folcmn  found; 

Aitcmatdy  they  fing,  alternate  flow   1  * 

The  obedient  tears,  melodious  in:  their 'wqc,',:'::. 

While  deeper  (orrows  groan  from  each;full  heart. 

And  Nature  fpeaks. at  every  pauffr  of  art. 

'  ,    '     ,  '  '      .  ■      ■ 

The  conclafnatiq  amoiig  the  Rottian^  cor 
incides  with  the  Irijh  cry.  The  mulieres 
frcdfic(B  exactly  correfpond  with  the  women 
who  lead  the  Irifh  band,  and  who  make  an 
outcry  too  outrageous  W  be  the  effed  of 
real  grief;  ..      - 


« r       1-  !•  . 


.    Ut  qui  condii^t  pkjfant  jn.fwnere,  dicunt 
Et.faciunt  prope  plura  doiejndbus  px  ahimo-:- 

That  this  cuftom  was  Phoenician,  we 
may  learn  from  Virgil,  who  was  very  cor- 
real in  the  cq^^m^  of  his  charaders.; '  The 
conclavlatio  over  the  Phoenician  .Dido,,  as 

P     '    '  dercribed 


».  ! 


,    .  I- 
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defcribed  by  bim,   is  flmilar  ta.the  Iri(h 
cry* 

■  t 

.  Lamentis  gemituque  &,  fGeoM^eo  ululat^  -  - 
TeQa  fremunt. 

The  very' wotd  ttMay^j,  or  kiUu/ob^  and 
the  Gtfedt  Word  of  the  fame  import,  have 
all  a  ftrong  affinity  to  each  other/ 

The..feries  of  ceremonies  ufed  on  the 
night,  or  nights,  that  the  corpfe  remains 
unburied,"  IS  what  they  call  a  wake.  At 
thefe  wakes  the  Criers,  or  Keenaghers,  fit 
round  the  tforpfe,   which  is  ftretched  on  a 

bed  or  board,  covered  with  white,  linen  v  a 
plate.  pjT/ali  being  placed  over  the  hpart. 
TheTalt,  I  fuppofe,  they  confider  as  the  em- 
blem of  tlie  incorruptii?le  part,  the  body  itfelf 
beingilie  type  and  fubjed  of  corruption. 

Thcfe  wakes  are  meetings  of  merriment 
and  feftivity,  to  which  they  refort  from  far 
and  near.  The  old  people  amufe  them- 
felves  in  fmoking  tobacco,  drinking  whis- 
key, 4rid  telling  ftories  in  the  room  with 
the  cprpfej  whilft  the  young  men^  in  the 
barn,  or  fome  feparate  apartment,  exhi- 
bit feats  of  adivity  j  or,  infpired  by  their 
fweethearts,  dance  away  the  night  to  the 

melodious 
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melodious  pleafing  of  a  bagpipe ;  —  thus 
eDJoying  as  folid  pleafures  as  their  betters 
at  courtly  balls  Qr.tnidnight  mafquerades. 
I  am,  however,  forry  to  add,  that  fuch  is 
their  paffion  for  caroulals,  on  thefc  occafi- 
on$,  th^t  tbefurviyors  have  been  fomctimes 
beggared  by  the  ejcpence. 

I  •   ■  • 

m      *  «  I       ■      i  .      *      • 

I  have  heard  of  an  old  woman,  who, 
having  gathered  a  few  guineas,  chofc  to  b^ 
rather  than  break  in  upon  this  fum,  which 
ihe  had  hoarded  :up,  in  ocder,  as  ihe  eac^ 
prefled  it,  to  have  herfelf  buried  decently. 
This  decency  for  which  fhe  was  fo  anxious, 
was,  that  the  neighbours  might  be  regaled, 
with -plenty  of  whiikey  atid  tobacco.  So 
mudi  for  the  Iriflicry  ! 


LETTER     XXIV. 


L 


Limerick,  Odobcr  30,  177$- 

EAVING  Buttevant,  I  thought  the 
ne  plus  ultra  of  human  wretchedneis 
was  then. pafed,  but  KAlmallock  was  be- 
fore me.  Had  fuch  focnes  prefented  them- 
felves  on  leavin.o^^  Dublin,  curiofity  might 
have  proved  too  weak  an  incentive  to  pro* 

P  2  ceed-^ 
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ceed  ;  I  fhould  have  turned  back  again,  to 
avoid  the  fight  of  mifery,  which  1  could 
not  but  iPeel,  without  being  able  to  remove* 

I  had  been  told  at  Charleville,  that  the 
next  ftage  was  Bruff,  and  there  I  purpofed 
to  breakfaft ;  but  after  tkiing  a  few:  miles^ 
and  flaring  at  a  fight  fo  unufual  as  a  well 
planted  park,  I  unexpededly  turnedthrough 
an  arch,  under  an  old  cafile,  into  a  fpa- 
cious  ftreet,  -  Gompofcd  of  houfes,  which, 
though  magnificent,  were  windowlefs  and 
JOofle(s.^  '■    ■'    r; 


,  An  inn  was  a  found  unknown  here;  i 
got,  however,  a  ftable  for  my  horfes,  and 
a  room  for  myfelf,  where,  I  fuppofe,  a  fire 
had  not  been  kindled  fince  the  laft  eledion  ^ 
|or  thefe  ruins  fend  two  members  to  par- 
liament. Sheds  were  r^ifed,  within  thefe 
nobr^ftructures,  too  nafly  for  the  habita- 
tion oKEnglifh  pigs.  Happy  would  it  be 
for  Irdmd,  if  her  corporate  towns  were 
diveftcd  oiHhe  privilege  of  returning  re;- 
.  prefentatives   «!3l  the  great   council  of  the 

|[L  nation^,  for'  it  befc^ies  the  felfiih  poKcy  of 
the  lord  of  the  foil  toSqipoverifh  the  voters 
into  compliance. 

Kilmallook 


i  '-7 


f 


} 


f 


/ 


/ 


/ 
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Kilmallock  muft  b^  •  a  place  of  high  an- 
tiqufty.  It  is  reported  to  have  been  a 
walled  town  before  the  EngiMh  got  foot- 
ing here.  Sir  James  Ware  relates,  that 
an  Abbey  of  Dominicans,  or  Black  Friars, 
was  built  there  in  the  thirteenth  century  by 
the  fovereign,  brethfeii,  and  commonalty. 
It  formerly  gave  title  to  an  Earl,  and  pre- 
ferves  a  greater  (hare  of  magnificence,  even 
in  its  ruins,  than  any  thing  I  had  yet  feen 
in  Ireland.     I  call  it  the  Irifli  Balbeck.^ 

There  was  fomething  fo  pidureique  in 
the  perfpedive  ttf  this  place,  that  I  cotfld 
not  help  attempting  to  deliiicafe  it.  I  fend 
you  my  effay  done;  as  jou  feei't,  in  left 
than  an- hour  -,  I  muflr,' however,  remark  to 
you  th^t  I  began  uflort  a  fcal'e  t8d  large  for 
my  paper,  and  waB  riot  able  td  Vake  in.  the 
whole' town. 


#    «•   V 


1'  ' 


'  ^  m    ^^ 


{*  M 


There  is  ^but  onc.ii«cet  now  ftandiflg  en* 
tire;  put  from  fome  fcattered  piles,  and 
from,  ;thQ  foundation  'of  others,-  .there  i;5 
reai^:(itQ^ppofe  jh^t  tjbfire  haycbecn  more. 
Tho^wfiUs  jroupd.th,fiawn,  whigh  inmaijiy 
places  .ftill.remaixi,  are.  of  an.  oblong,  fquare. 
At  each  pngle  has  beca  ja  caflle^ ,  like  thofe 
undeff  which  the  traveller  paffes,  at  the  ends 

of 


•^ 
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of  the  jpcmaining  ftreet^  and  which  yott  jnay 
trace  in  my  flcetch.  One  of  thefe. .id  the 
jail  of  the  city.  What  nijaft  you  think  of 
the  jail  of  Kilmallock,  which  is  itfelf  the 
moft  dreary  of  all  prifons  ?  The  religious 
houfe3 .  whi  qh  you  m  ay  r ema  rk  in  the  for e^ 
ground  have  been  fiately , 

Where  my  big^  fteeples  whilom  ufcd  to  (land, 
On  Which  the  lordly  Faultott  wont  to  towrfe. 
There  how  is  but  an  Heap  of  lime  and  fand. 
For  thc'.fcrACch-owl  to  build  her  baleful  hQ>vre>  •. 

This  town  was  abandoned  by  the.Jrifh, 
during  the  laft  fiege  of  Limerick^  ajO-d  fitted 
up  by  the  j^nglifh  as  a  jpagazine  ioE  ftores. 
It  is  conjedured,  that: Kil-malec^  \y^s,the 
original  name.  Bochart  fpeaking.of  the 
Tyrian  JJercules,  or.  Melqartus, j^ys^  that 
Malech-cartha,  fignifiqs  the  king  of  the  city., 
and  O'Connor  fays,  that  Mal-^C^thwh  is 
of  the  iame  import  in  Irifh, 

As  you  approach  Liwerick,  the  grtfunds 
grow  rich,  and  exqulfiteJy  beautiful.  •  Se- 
veral thorn-hedges,  arid  Ibrtie  plah'tations 
of  foreft  trees,  were  a  greater  luk'iiry'  to 
my  eye,  than  any  othir  part  of  Miinfter ; 
yet  the  lands  were  moftly  occupied  by- 
black  cattle,    as  Tipperary  was  by  fheep. 

Within 
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Within  a  oentary,  Limerick  was  reckoned 
the  feocmd  city  in  ImkaiL  At  prefent  it 
does  not  ieem  to  be  half  as  large  as  Gsrk^. 
It  has  loil.its  rank^  not  faecanfe  it  thritics 
leis,  bnt  becaufe  Cork  thrives  n^oire;  for  it 
is  in  fo  flourishing  a  ftate,  tiiat  it  lias  taken 
the  lead  of -Gaiway  and  Waterfbrd..'.  . 


Boate»  who  wrote  about  a  hundred  years 
iinee,  arianges  the  Irifii:  cities  in  lOie  fol- 
lowing Order :  Dublin,  Galway,  Waterford, 
Limerick^  Cork,  and  Londonderry^  As  to 
the  iJth"bf  towns,  he  fays^  the  bed  of  them," 
whidh  are  Drogheda,  Kilkenny,  Bel&ft,  6cc. 
a^e  hardly  comparable^  •  to  thoiie  mwtkcU 
towns  which  are  tobe  Ibutid  in  all  parts  of 
Englami;-  But  how  g^%  mutt  this  order 
be  •  ndW'detanged,  when' it  is  ^univerfaiiy: 
betkired^  tirat  the  third  tdwn,  in  trade  -and* 
clbiiie^u<»€i^  is  Bel&l);  In  tztent  aljb;  it 
cottids  nhiSf'  to  Cork;  for  it  bas^5^5^ 
houfeS)^  Li<ftierick  but-  3859^  aiid:r Water- 
ford  ^sBt^^'^lt  is  TedNifkable,  that  NeWry, 
a  toWA^  ikdV'fb  mubh  a!s  tianed^  byfBoate, 
has  vikm  nidre  trade^  hoofes,  and  people, 
than  Galway.  x        ' 

Limerick  is  compofed  of  what  is  balled 
the  I^ifli  and  the  Englifli  town.    The  latter 

ilands 
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iiands  upon  a  piece  of  ground:  called  'the 
King!s  Ifland,  formed  •  by  the  Shannon, 
which  divides  itielf  a.  little  above  liie  city. 
Both  towns,  in  their  ancient  fiate,: confided 
of  one  long  wide  flreet,  well  built;  cut  at 
right  angles  by  m^yjtarrow  lanes,  in  form 
of  a  comb  with  a  double  row  of  teeth*  I 
wifti  it  lefs  refembled  the  comb  unbrufhed. 


^  / 


<  • 


The'£n]^i(h  and  Irifh  town  feem  pretty 
mudh.  alike  in   their   buildings, :  and  .  arc 
unit^  together  by  an  old  bridge,  called 
Baal's.  On  the  fame  arm  of  the /river*,  com-: 
miijiicating  with  -the  quays  air4  tbpr.ntew- 
ftrects,  is  an  clegaait.  bridge,  lately  buiilt^'O^; 
three  arches;  the  middle  one,  of  a  .fpan- 
of  forty  feet,  admits  boats  under  fail,,    Thft 
third'  bridge,  thrown  oveir  the  gii?ater  fivrn 
of  the   river;    isrr^tlled  :  Thomic>dd'j?j  .vaadi 
though  confifting  of  fourteen  archea,  is.  faid , 
to  have  been  built  for  thirty  pounds,    Xhor 
niond'Si'^and  Baal -5  together  areipjQi;  a^Vfide- 
as  thcftiurtecn  arches  of  Weftminfter*hric}ge; 
It  muft- therefore  ; he:  fer  below  Limerick 
that  this  rapid  river  can  anfwer  the  -defcrip- 
tion  given  of  it  by  Spencer . 

'I'l.c  fj^adous  Shannon  fprcading  like  .a  fe^^. 

The 


OF  THE  SOUTH  OF  IRELAND.         217 

The  narrownels  of  the  ftreets  muft,  I 
fuppofG,  be  attributed  to  its  beiog  an  old 
fortr^fs^  and  that  it  was. a  ilrong  one,  the 
repulfe  which  King  William  met  with 
there  in  1690,  and  the  honourable  capitu- 
lation .  it . -made  the  year  following,, incline 
me  tO:;feclieye.  NptwithftaijdiQg^  Laufun, 
to  whodt^rKmg  Jam<?3  intruiled  the.condud 
of  bi^.afmyiin  Irejandr  to  the  great  preju- 
dice of  his  ovfn  iaterefls  in  the  court  of 
France,  declared,  upon  rviev^ing  th$.  forti- 
ficatipi^^  th^t  his  matter  would  take  it  with 
roafled  apples ;  and  accordingly  withdrew 
his  men  from  it^  4s  untenable :  yet  Sarf- 
fieldi  .the  Irifli  gei^eral,  undertook  its  de- 
fence, and  held  it  out  againft  the/yidprious 
army  of  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

•         .     .    .     ■     ■ 
.    But  itiis.a  place  fortified  by  nature  ;  for^ 

withqut  theannoy^nceof  circumjacer^t  hilk, 
it  is  -built  upon  ai  ifland,  encifeled  by  a 
ilroag  barrier,  (he  arips  of  the^Sharipon.  It  is 
now  happily  difmantl^d^  ^yand  fcarce  a  trace 
of  its  old  walls  ^n^tf^f^tecn  gates  are  to 
be  feen.  The  fubftitutipurpf  fpa^sious  quays 
atid  commodious  houfesv  in  place  of  lofty 
battlements  and  maflive  baflions,  has  given 
it  a  thorough  and  healthy  ventilation.     Li** 

.  merick. 


ri 
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nierick,  Kke  London^  was  formerly  and 
frequently  vifited  by  the  plagoe ;  but  thic 
eSedi  has  here  alio  been  removed  by  the 
femoval  of  the  caufe. 

Tbey  are  under  great  obligations  to  their 
preient  reprefentative  Mr.  Peryv  who  has 
obtained  feveral  large  fums  from  partiattient, 
fer  building  quajrs,  and  for  other  imptov^- 
ments  of  the'  eity ;  and  they  atd  not  tm-» 
grateful,  for  he  is  Md  in  bigh  T6(ped 
among  them,  as 'indeed  he  is  in  every 
other  place  where  I  have  heard  Mm  fpoketi 
of,  he  being  efteemed  one  of  4:he cabled 
Speakers  that  ever  fat  in  the  chair  <)f  the 
liiih  houfe  of  common&r. 


,f. .  <  t 


I  can  cafily  believe  that  the  women  here 
dcferve  their  celebrated  charadcr  for -beau- 
ty;  for  I  have  fcen  great  numbers  bfpristty 
feces  in  the  ilreets  and  public  walks.  In 
general,  the  common  people,  too,  are  of  h 
very  comely  perfonage.  The  ftreets  arc  al- 
ways crowded  with  them  ;  having  no  flaple 
manufadure  to  employ  them,  they  walk 
about,  like  the  fluggard,  with  their  hands 
m  their  bofom.  They  once  had  a  manufac^ 
ture  of  ferges,  but  that  is  nearly  extindt. 
They  are,    however,  famous    for  making 

gloves  J 
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gloves;  and  fome  northern  foldiers,  who 
have  been  difcharged  here,  are  giving  birth 
to  the  weaving  of  linen. 

A  few  years  ago  the  town  flood  on  fixty- 
four  acres  of  ground;  now  it  covers  one 
hundred,  equal  to  160  of  our  meafure.  The 
(hips  in  this  port  trading  to  London  are 
increaied  frdm  one  to  twelve  in  number ; 
and  the  revenues  have  been  augmented 
from  16,  to  40,000  pounds  yearly*  By 
cutting  canals  oppofite  to  the  fh^llows  and 
rocks  in  the  river,  it  will*  be  rendered  na- 
vigable to  Carrick,  in  the  county  of  Leitrim, 
a  fpace  of  ninety  miles  up  the  river,  which 
will  open  a  conveyance  for  grain,  timber, 
iron,  coals,  turf,  &c.  and  muft  at  length 
turn  the  channel  of  trade  in  thofe  parts 
hither.  The  good  efFed  of  a  very  fhort 
cut,  made  near  the  town,  is  already  fenfibly 
felt ;  for  fea-coal,  which  was  formerly  their 
fuel,  is  {(y  difufed,  that  its  price  is  much 
lowered ;  turf,  the  material  and  manufaSlure 
of  which  is  all  their  own,  now  fupplying 
their  hearths/ 

This  navigation  of  near  200  Englifli 
miles  in  length,  by  communicating  with 
th^t  leading  from  Dublin^  through  the  Bog 

of 
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of  Allen,  mtft,  in  time,  make  Lunerick  one 
of  the  mod  coniiderable  places  for  import-^ 
.ation  in  the  kingdom.     Such  lar|;e  trads^ 
-  Vf  country  on  both  fides  the  river,  cannot 
J^^  fail  of  creating  a  large  demand    The  fame 
P        cauie  may  QpeRrf^  upon  the  ^^xpprts,  by 
rendering  fo  eafy  the  conveyance  of  beef,  but- 
ter, hides^  tallow,  grain,:  &c.  to  the  ie^port. 
Though  the  town  is  fixty  miles  from  the 
fea,  {hips  of    500  tons  come  up  to  Che; 
quays. 


>     .  ♦ 
J 


■ 
r 
I 


You  may  judge  of  the  (late  of  ^ioKlture,: 
in  this  neighbourhood,   from  a  ^pre^iling' 
maxim,  that  their  lands  are  f6  rich,  they:; 
are  obliged  to  throw  their  dung  into  the- 
Shannon.     I   wifh,    however,   they  woqld 
throw  it  any  where  out  of  the  ftreets.     The 
okl  Milefian  manners  prevail   more, here,; 
than  in  any  place  1  have  yet  vifitfed.     At, 
night,  as  you  pafs  along,  you  may  hear  the 
bagpipe  fqueaking  in  every  alehoufe^. :  And 
\\  '.      from  the  number  of  .backgammon  tables  to 
\1        be  feen  at  the  co^ee-houfes,  onq  may  con*^; 
y.      jedlure  what  are  the  amufements  of  thefe 
good -citizens. 

'  «  ■  ■-     ■ 

•  ■  ■■  ■  4 

Colonel  Parr,  commander  of  the  garrilbn 

here,  a  very  accdmplifhed  gentleman^  from 

whom 
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whom  I -have  received  great  civilities,  re- 
marked to  me,  that  in  Spain,  wheffc' he 
fpent  a  confiderable  time,  he  obferved  many 
cuftorhs  which  put  him  in  mind  of  his 
native:  country ;  and  that  now  Limerick  re* 
.minds,  him  of  Spain  more  than  any  other 
place.  ' ; 

There:  are  here  three  churches.  ;Tfac 
cathedr^- :  ia ,  a  rnaiBve  Gothic  pile,  with  a 
good  ring  of  bells,  and  ^  fome  monumental 
decor^tioiiSi  The  cufiom-houfe:  is  a:!very 
e}^gftdt  m(>flerb  ftruiflufe^;  the  pediment  is 
fuppbrted  by  fluted  pibftiers;  thefcoathaS 
but  five  windows  in  a  row,  yet  including 
the  colonnades,  the  whole  elevation  is  near 
two  hundred  feet. 


A  /  -•  •  ■  . I 


Our  accomplifhcd  and  facetious  friend. 
Day,  of  the  Middle  Temple,  is  the  fon  of 
an  eminent  phyfician  of  this  city.  I  hope 
he  will  have  obtained,  before  I  return,  that 
fine  appointment  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  which 
is  laid  out  for  him  j  and  which,  I  am  fure, 
he  will  fill  with  much  credit  to  himfclf  and 
adviiptage  to  the  company. 

This  country,  though  reckoned  the 
damped  part  of  the  kingdom,   furnirties  as 

many 


^ 
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many  infiances  of  longevity  as  any  other. 
Near  Glin  is  now  living  one  Kelly,  aged 
1 20,  who  is  faid  to  be  ib  upright  and 
flraight  in  his  limbs,  as  to  walk  iev^ral  miles 
every  day.  They  mention  a  woman  much 
>older  at  Shanagoldin,  whofe  eyefight  is  £> 
good,  that  fhe  employs  herfelf  in  knitting ; 
and  of  an  habit  fo  lively,  that  fhe  danced 
lately  at  the  wedding  of  one  of  hftr  great- 
grandchildren. They  give  you  the  names 
of  women  who  bear  children  after  the  age 
of  three-fcore.  But  the  truth  of  thefe  ac- 
counts I  neither  affirm  nor  deny.  May  we 
live  happily  whilft  we  live  j  for 

^tatem  Priamique  Neftorifque 
Longam  qui  putat  eHe,  Martiane, 
Multum  decipiturque,  falliturque. 
Non  eft  vivere,  fed  valere,  vita. 


LET- 
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tifiTTER     XXV. 


Limmcic;. 


np  H  B  mciming  after  I  came  here  I  catted 
^  ott  Mr.  CKHalbran,  who,  to  an  cfta- 
bliihed  HdpQtation  for  his  writings  on  An^ 
putation^  adds  a  commendable  zeal  for  the 
honout  of  his  native  country.  Upon  the 
antiquities  of  which  he  has  publi(hed  a 
quarto,  and  is  now  engaged  in  ibmethii^ 
farther  upon  the  fame  fubjed. 


I  • 


Ireland  has  a  very  ]vXk  clafm  to  the  tnoft 
remote  antiquity,  which  is  fometknes  called 
in  queilion  by  being  Bretched  too  fan 
People  arc  apt  to  rejed-  even  truth,  when 
they  fee  it  fo  intermixed  with  falfehckxt,  that 
it  requires  labour  to  ieparate  ibem.  The 
polite  and  hofpitable  reception,  I  met  with 
from  this  learned  gentleman,  interetls  me 
in  the  fuccefs  of  his  work ;  and  therefore  I 
cannot  help  expreffing  a  wifh,  that  he  may 
make  a  nice  difcriminalibh  between  thfe  un- 
known, the  fabulous,  the  obfcare,  the  en- 
lightened, and  the  hiftorical  times. 

Though 


J 


i 
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Though  Mr.  O'Halloran  and  I  could  not 
perfedly  agree  in  all  points,  his  converfa- 
tion  was  of  advantage  to  me,  and  his  books 
were  of  great  ufe  in*  my  diiquiiitions  upon 
certain  remains  of  antiquity,  which  had 
fallen  in  my  way.  My  firft  objed  of  re- 
fearch  was  a  Druid'  temple,  on  this  fide  of 
Bruff^  on  the  road  hither,  of  whi/c^h  fort 
there  arermany  flilt  remaining  in  Ireland. 

■     ;  ."'T''-  i  ■■■ 

■-:...  , 

Druidifm  was  the  religion  here  before  St. 
Patrick,  who  is  faid  to  have  burned  dear  two 
hundred  books  of  it  in  pne  fire,  The^ Druid 
temples  were .  circles  of  unhdwn  Hones,  fet 
on  end,  varying  in  their  fize  and  number 
according  to  the  diameters  of  .the  circles. 
That  which  I  faw  had  but  twelve,  and  the 
Acnes  were  from  five  to  eight  feet  high,  in 
a  circle  of  twenty  feet  diameter.  But  we 
are  not  to  infer  aiay  extraordinary  want  of 
civilization  from  the  uncouthnefs  of  the 
idol.  'The  origin  of  all  idolatry  is  almoft 
the  fame.  The  old  Greek  Mercury  was 
not  that  winged  herald  now  reprefented, 
but  a  fquare  ftone :  nor  was  Bacchus  more 
(hapely.  Before  Dedalus,  unhewn  ftones 
were  worfhipped  by  ^11  Greece.     He  it  was 

who 
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who "firft  divided  the  block  into  riieitibets 
and  limbs  j  -and,  becatife  he  formed  ftatues 
with  le^s,  It  was  feigned  that  he  imparted 
to  thetn  life  and  motion. 

Lorig  after  carved  ifnages  wefe  common 
among  other  hatiotiisf,  the  Perfians  adhered 
to  thcif  old  mode  6f  wbrfliip,  and  ridi- 
culed thfe' Greeks,  for  fnppofing  the  Gods 
to  be  df  hnman  fliape.  Maximus  Tyrius 
fays,  that  the  Arabians  worfhipped  he  knew 
not  what  God,  for  all  the  ftatue  he  faw  of 
him,  Wa«  a  fqiiare  ff6ne  j  and,  according  to 
bimj  the  Paphian  Venus  was  reprefented  by 
a  whitifli  pyramid.  If  then  the  tranfcend- 
ent  beauty  of  the  Medicean  Venus,  and  the  >^ 
more  than  human  of  the  Belvidere  Apollo,  ^> 

do  fomewhat  dignify  the  rtiodern  idolatries 
of  Greece,  this  Ihould  rather  be  afcribed  to 
the  jierfedion  of  art,  than  to  the  refinement 
of  worffiip. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  Ramtf,  the  ori- 
ginal idols  of  which  mud  have  been  un- 
chifeled  ;ftones,  for  it  was  an  oath  there. 
Per  Jovem  lapidem.  When  a  plague  raged 
in  the  tx)hfular  arm^^  "and  when  the  more 
dreaded  Hannibal  fpread  a  panic  to  the  very 
heart  of  the  Imperial  city,  it  was  found,  in 

-Q,'  the 
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the  books  of  the  Sybils,  that  a  plague^  might 
be  fiayed  and  a  foreign  enemy  expelled 
Italy  I  if  the  Idean  Mother  were  -brought 
from  Peffinus.  The  Pythian  ApoUo  oonr 
firmed  the.Sybilline  oracles.  A  pompous^ 
embaily  is  difpatched  to  Aiia,  and^  as  the 
Romans  had  no  iocial  cities  there^  the  in- 
terceilioH  of  Attakis,  Kin^  of  Fiergamus,  is^ 
by  the  advice  of  the  Tripod^  requeued  and 
obtained.  This  great  King  goes  to  Pelll- 
nus,  fucceeds  in  his  fuit,  and  delivers  tha 
mighty  boon^ — a  rude  fione,  which  the 
natives  called  the  Mother  of  the  Gods:. 
Lapis  erat  quem  mat  rem  Deoram  imola  dic€^ 
bant  J  accepit  Scipio  Najica^  vir  ^ptimus  a 
Senatujudicatus. 

The  deftru(Sion  oi  Corinth,  to  be  fure^ 
brought  into  difrepute  thefe  ftony  iymbols* 
of  Divinity ;  for,  after  that  event,  we  hear 
the  Roman  patriots  wifhing^  that  their  fine 
new  Gods  may  prove  as  propitious  as  their 
©Id  ill-{hapen  ones.  It  is  not  however  to 
be  doubted^  but  that  they  had  fome  ehimly 
flatues  before  that  asra  ^  which  only  ferves. 
to  (hew  the  progreffion  of  idolatry,  from^ 
rough  to  hewn  ftones,  and  from  hewn  flones 
to  images,  formed  ad  unguem.  But  it  ia 
more  to  our  purpofe  to  remark,  that  Pefli- 
nus,  being  a  city  of  Galatia,  derived  this 

fuperftition 
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ftfpetftrtfeil  from  the  Ccftae.  Drnidrfm  feems 
to  have  been  co-extended,  if  not  with  all  the 
Gaulifh  race,  at  Icaft  with  all  who  retained 
the  dlateia.  t^ 

But  the  Worftiip  of  rude  ftones  was  not 
confined  to  the  Celts^  or  their  defceiidants ; 
for  Panfanias  relates^  that  ronnd  the  ido[  of 
Mercury,  "  there  were  thirty  ftones,  each 
of  whic6  the  Pharii  worshipped  and  called 
Gods/*  fliny  iuppofes,  that  the  I>ruids 
were  maAers  of  the  Perfian  Magi  5  and  ma>- 
gic  in  the  triili  language  is  called  Druidion. 
Herodian,  defcribing  the  worfhip  of  Helio- 
gabalus,  at  Emefa  in  Phoenicia,  fay«,  **  that 
he  faw  no  kind  of  image  fafhioned  by  man's 
hands,  but  a  great  done,  roundish  at  bot- 
tom, and  diminifhing  towards  the  top  in  a 
conic  form."  In  my  rides  through  this 
country,  1  havd  feen  two  of  thbfe  ftones,  in 
form  of  a  trtincated  cone,  anfwefitig  in  all 
refpedte  to  tftis^  defcription.  Thu^  it  (hould 
fecm,  that  the  Iflfh  had  Dtuidifm  handed 
down  to  them  both  by  their  Celtic  and 
Phdtfniciatt  aneellof s.  And  from  Hedor 
Boeiins  we  may  learn,  that  the  Scots  had 
it,  in  like  manner,  from  the  Irifli :  for  he 
relates,   **  that  the  fon  of  Fergus    fet  up 

0,2     .  great 
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great  tiones  for  temples,  ami  one  in  the  midtt 
for  an  altar." 

Tfiofe  concentrical  circles  of  ftupendou9> 
rough  ftones  in  Salifbury  Plain,  are  nothing 
more  than  a  Druid  temple^  upon  a  great 
fcalfe.  It  is  curious  enough  to  hear  Iniga 
Jones  labouring  to  prove  Stonehenge  to  be 
a  Roman  ftru(3ure;  and  it  is  equally  fb,  to 
heir  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth  report,  that  the 
Storieheiige  obelifks  were  tranlported  there 
from  Ireland,  Yet  dii  this  tradition  does 
Alexafirfdr  Necham,  a  poet  of  the  middle 
age,  ground  the  following  lines. 

Hgcopus  afcribit  Merlino  garrula  fama, 

Filia  figmenti  fabula  vana  refert. 

Ilia  congerie  fertur  decorata  fiiiffe 

Tellus  quae  mittlt  tot  Palamedis  aves, 

Hinc  tantum  munus  fnfcepit  Hibemia  gaudens. 

The  moral  of  this  fable,  if  it  has  any^ 
feems  to  be,  that  Druidifm  was  introduced 
into  Ireland  from  Scythia,  and  into  Britain 
from  Ireland.  One  of  the  firft  colonies 
which  peopled  Ireland  was  called  Belgse, 
and  Salifbury  Plain  is  in  the  country  of  the 
Belgae.  From  hence,  one  would  think  that 
the  Irifh  Belgae  were  older  than  the  Britifli^ 

Near  thefe  Druid  temples  generally  ftands 
an  odd  fort  of  altar,  called  Crom-liagh^  or 

Inclined 
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Inclined.flone.  The  height  of .  the  cover 
ilohe  is  fevea  feet,  the  length  of  the  in<;lmed 
£do  teOa  and  i^s  circutnference  twenty-eigHt 
feet.,  How.thia  ftone  -could,  without  the 
aid  of  mechanic  powers,  be  jailed  upon  the 
iix  pillars  that  fiipport  it,  is  not  eafy  to  be 
conceived  i  yet  this  difiiculty  vaniHieA.vvhcn 
compared  with  that  of  railing  the^tranfverfe 
blocks  of  Stonsben^e^  or  the  coyer-ftcine  of 
a  Crom-^liagh  deferjbed  by  ChevTcau.  "  La 
pierre  levet  de  Poitiers  a  Joixante  fieds  de 
tour,  &  ellc  eft  pojeeji^r  anque  autres  pierres. 
Jam  quonjache  nt>o  ptus^  M  po.urquoi,..ni  com- 
marf.'''  Now,  fupjjo'fi^g  them  ipteilrnilar 
figures, ,  the  Irill),  js  not  an  dghth  of  the 
Freiic}i.j  ;and,  wHich  is  remarkable,  this 
fldiie.is  caiM  by  the  natives .Qlogb-iogle^ 
it^/ifi^  ^ierx^  Jev^0,tke  Lifted ^pne.    . 

JiyiinmGcai  clrcuinRance relatiy&to  t^efe . 
CrQffl7i'<5^A|J'canqbitbmit.  Thcy.arc  called, 
byinc  ignoTi^iit-iiatiyes  Granie^s  be^s,ThiB 
Grati^je'is  faUed  to  be  the  motheir^.pF  Einr 
macoa),  67  Fingal  j  and  of  her,  as  "well  as  of 
her  fon,  fiiey  have  won4erlul  traditions.  I 
have  heard  ibngs  in  her  praife,  and  was 
fliewn,  in  a  {lone,  the  mark  of  her  foot,  and 
have  heard  an  huge  ..rock  called  Pinmacoals 
fiager-Aone.  The  fource  however  of  the 
appellation  of  Granie's  bed,  I  conceive  to 
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be  a  corcapiion  of  the  oijginal  I^iQi  n^inc 
of  t^e^^^ wrs.    Gf Infeur  is>  we  ktioW;* d 

ciaifi«i^i  hkfne  for  Apollo.  |ii  Catitbdea'f 
L^adenj,'.  >ve  meet  witj^  jiii  inlp^il^tioti, 
**  /ip6fliht.(^rahno /'  aod  Orjan is  a . coin- 
liion  ii4iiitf  foribe'Sun  in  Iriifliv-  '-  "  ..;' 


V  •        ^  •  .. 


Aaothci'  fort  Qf-^tuW' tem^n,  wh'lBfi' 
have'heird  ilefcritjedjl  "but  h^veiieyef'  !^i]i, 
is  caliSd  the  !Ri9iS5/«^5/©/»;  gild  ^ 
oratlp.  .*'  A  Hone  was  fb' placfed»  j^n'lhe  Itpp" 
of  aiipther,  that  the  ftnkUeft  fo'rcfc '  ^dtild 
fhakei'tr  ^^<^  it  was  fBiipofe<J  tb-'tfe' ieff- 
irioyed  at:  the  preftnqer  of  a '  gulftj^ -pei-fBtt.' 
This  wa^  one  of  th6ife~<Jflifv|Cons 'by  wfffbh 
the  DrUi'drkept  tlie'  t^qple' jri"  aW"iiiid 
acqiiired'fh^t  amazing  lOnueu^e  \^hich^thcy 
had  over  t]bem.  Thifcy\^ffe<aed"  t^^^ 
,  every  thing  in  the  veil  of  myHety^  and  hkd 
ijXr^their  moft  Iblemn  meetings  ljhroude4  frpm 
'  /  the  public  eye,  .  The  depths  of  <i^vc§  Wrc 
their.lecfet  haunts;  and  the  brown  horror 
of  oakeii  groves  caft  an  a.wfiil  fha4<i  oh  ttjbir 
public  .  exhibitions.     The   badges '  of ;  tl^eir 


P^-^'^^*-^ 


*  Near  a  town  called  Happaga  in  A£a  therei  Aands  a  locl^ 

of  ftone,  of  fiKh^  ^angf  and  v^pderfiiji  nature  that,  if  i| 
perfon  lays  his  ^nger-to  it,  it  \vill  ftir,  but  if  you  tfairuft  it 
with  your  whole  body  it  will  not  move  at  all. 

. .  pliny  L. .  it  Cap;  ^6, 
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profeffiofi  too,  the  white  linen  robe^  the 
^raight  wand,  che.^ng  ilowmg  beard,  aH 
<x)ntriboted  to  infpire  a  rei^retipe,  whidi 
their  knowledge  of  calculating  eclipfes  cf-? 
tfedually  confirmed.  They  were  fuppofed 
to  hsve  immediate  intercourfe  with  the 
fiars,  and  to  be  the  only  interpreters  of  the 
will  ^  Heaven.  Hiie  4:redit  gave  them 
high  pretefifions.  They  became  not  only 
priefis  but  prophets  ;  ahd  to  both  was  added 
the  judges  o£Sc& 

To  keep  up  theit  chara<^et  with  the  vul«- 
^ar,  ever  born  to  be  duped,  they  ufed  ihig 
xocking-*fione ;  whki>,  like  other  oracles, 
^^ould  fiOt  give  refponfes  diipieaiing  to 
ihe  prieft— of  the  Oak — ^whofe  wand  could 
^ive  it  the  ieetningiy  fpontaneous  motion. 
Yet  we  find,  that  all  the  addrefs  of  the  or- 
<ler  was  unable  to  fcreen  their  impoflurea 
from  the  public  eye  i  and  there  were  not 
then  wanting  Ibme  who  appealed  from  the  ^ 
Arch-^lDiruids  in£diHbalitjr,  as  now  from  the  ^ 
Pope's. 

•  ■  t 

The  iftfliience  ^of  the>  Dttiids  being  found- 
ed not  6!ti  power  btit  atithdrity,  not  on  pro- 
perty but  opinion,  the  preaching  of  St. 
Patrick  foon  demoli(hed  their  credit ;  and 

therefore 
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therefore,  the  Irifli.wjriters  boaft,  itkoLtthe^ 
converfioh  of   thia  .ooiuntry .  was '  not,;  as: 

elfewhere, :  featecU  with  '•  the  blood  >  of ; main 

•    t     1      •  ■     . 

^  IW  t»0  ' '  ■    "  ■     ■  » -^  ;  .  ■  :         ...,.■ 


1 


1    I  ' 


It  is  .not  ftrangCL  :that  many.Dmidi  re- 
mains ihould  fiill  exift.;  but  it.iis.a  little 
extraordinary  that  .ibme  of  their.  cHAokns 
ihould  flill  be  pra^iibd.  .  They  anniiiUy: 
ttnew  the  facrifieeiSitkat^iifcd  tob^i  ctfibrod 
to  Apollo,  without  knowing  it; ,  Qil.Mid*! 
fummer*s  eve,  every  eminence,  near  which 

is  4  bAbitation,\blft3feft,w>th-  t^nfice^ij^^d, 
round  rthefe, .  tbey^^l^ry.  .numeVo^is  ;t€wpljf»^ 

fhouting  :and.  dahfciog^a;jyhiQ.h:Lft%rd»jcA 
beautiful  fight,  andjftt:  iht  Apc.Uoicl.ieMi- 
firms,  the  pbferVatioq -of  SfQatiger,-  .g-p-  //--j 
lande^  Us  font  qmJi/^ms^iSapifies^'m^$  ^Jtf/? 
Papaute  mejlce  de  Bdgiinijmei  coming -fpar^ 

tout.    .•  .     --^/i   *•:   ••..liii.i;   y-/'--   :\ .. 

•♦■•         ••!  I  •  t  Tf  r         •»•?         f,       •• 

Though  hiflorians  bad itot  giwen^tisrthe 
mythology,  of  the  ^agan  Iriih,  aridilbough 
they  had  not  told  us  exprefsly  thafr'thejt 
worfhipped  Beal,  or  Bealin,  and  that  this 
Beal  was  the  Sqn,:and  iheir  xhief  god,  it 
might  neverthelefs'fcie.invefljgated  from  this 
cuftom,  which  the  lapfe  of  fo  >mapy  cen- 
turies  has  not   bp6b  .^ble   to  wciir  away. 

The 


The  fjrft  of  May  is  called,  in  the  Iriih 
langaage.  La  Beal*tinne ;  that  is,  the  day 
of  'Bears  .  fire.  :  Voffius  fays,  it  is  well 
knowtn,'  that .  ApoUo;  was  called  Belinus ; 
and  .'for  this  he  quotes  Herodian,  and  an  in-» 
fcription  at  Aquilcia,  ApoUini  Bdino.. .  The 
gods  of  Tyre  were  Baal,  Afhtaroth,  and  all 
the  Hoft  of  Heaven,  as  we  learn  from  the 
frequent  rebukes  given  to  the  back-fliding 
Jews  for  following  after  Sidonian  idols :  and 
the  Phoenician  Baal,,  or  Baalam,  like  the 

Irifh 
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The  Sun  was  propitiated  here  by  facrifices       \ 
of  fire :   One  was  on  the  firft  of  May>  for  a 
blefling  on  the   feed  fown  ;    the  next,  at 
Midftnnm«r,  for  ripening  the  fruits  of  the      "s- 
carth  J   and  a  third,  on  the  laft  day  of  Oc-     "^ 
tober,  as  a  thankigiving  for  harveft  home.        7 
The   firft  and  the  laft  of  thefe  are  entirely       -^ 
dropped  f.  hut  that  on  Midfuramer's  eve  is,        ^ 
as  1  have  faid^  duly  celebrated  to  this  very       /.^ 
hour.     I  have,  however,  heard  it  lamented, 
that  the  alteration. of  the  ftylehad  ff)oiIed 
thefe  .exhibitions ;    for  the  Roman  Catho- 
lies  light  their  fires  by  the  new  ftybyas  the 
corredion  originated  from  a  Pope  ;  and,  for 
the  very -fanie  reafoh,  the  Proteftants  adhere 
to  the  old. 


/. 
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Itith  Beai  or  Bealb,  denotes  Ac  Sub,  as 
AOitaroth  does  the  Moon.     . 

Mr,  Wood»  an  ingenious  lyriter  of  this 
country,  is  of  opinion  that  Balbeck  ia 
CoBlo^Syria,  of  which  he  bacs  given,  the 
ruins,  is  the  fame  with  HeH(^ii»  ife 
lu^nes  not  only  from  the  iituation^  iivlt  thb 
name ;  Balbeck,  according  to  him,  fignify* 
ing  die  temple  or  city  of  the  Sun. :  And  he 
thkik$9  that  the  S]rrian  Belus,  the  Mdio^ 
politan  Jupiter,  and  the;  Delphic  ApoHo^ 
tare  one  and  the  fame  deity. 


From  the  fire-wofihtp  of  Beat  iererai 
places  in  Ireland  have  got  their  names,  as 
Bealtine,  Mullaghtine,  Bealtinglafs,  &c. 
And  the  higheft  mountains  have  generally, 
on  their  fummits,  prodigious  conical  heaps 
of  ftones,  called  Cams.  That  thele  heapa 
were  altars,  on  which  the  fires  were  burned, 
ieems  probable  from  the  manner  in  whidi 
the  Celts  paid  their  adorations  to  this  god« 

Dum  plus  Arcitenens  incenfis  gaudet  accxvis. 

Virgil  puts  this  matter  in  the  cleared  light, 
for  he  fhews  us  how  the  Sabines,  a  people 
defcended  from  the  Celts,  worfhipped  Apol- 
lo, 


OF  THE  SOUTH  QF  IRELAND.        235 

r 

lo,  thcjir.  chief  god^  upou  the  mountain  So- 
ra^e,  by  fires  burned  on  ftone  heaps, 

Summe  Deum,  htiGtx  cuflos  Sora£tis,  Apollo 
Quem  primi  colimus,  cui  pineus  ardor  acervo 
Pufcijrvir 

From  the  qlofe  affinity  of  cufloms  be- 
tweert  kindred  tribes,  there  h  fcarce  room 
to  doubt*  that  the  Celts  of  Ireland  made  the 
fame  yfe  of  thefe  Cai'nf  as  their  brethren  in 
Italy.  This  hypothefia  is  confirmed  by  the 
following  confiderationi^.  : , 

K«f vf/P5  was  an  epithet  of  Apollo ;  but 
when(:e  he  obtained  it  is  not  agreed  among 
the  eritics.  It  is  prob9.ble  that  it  was  a 
Celtic,  and  confequently  barbarous,  wordi 
introduced  into  the  Greek  language,  at  the 
fafn*  time  that  the  Carnea  were  introduced 
ii;^o  Qije^qe.  Thefe  Caraea,  wc  know^ 
wer?.  ApoUo's  ifeflivals  in  May,  which 
month  .w^s  called  Carnius.  What  makes 
this  airgument  of  moment  is,  that  Berofus, 
the  Chaldean,  fays,  the  Greeks  borrowed 
their  learning,  and  their  very  letters  from 
the  Gauk:  and  Diogenes  Laertius^  who, 
in  the  body  of  his  work,  is  for  making  the 
Greeks  inventors  of  all  arts  and  fciences, 

admits, 
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admits,  in  his  proed;'tHatthcl5Hi?dVtib'ght 
their  barba^us  theblogy  arid  phitofopHy 
anterior  to  them.  ., 

There  is  ibmething  in  the  verjr  ^matioa 

of  thefe  Cams  which  favours  the  argument 

of  theirfeing akars Tor  facrificcs  to  ApoUo. 

FrtFthenabft  iofty-'etninences  were  originally' 

chttfert'for-tht  cndbration  of  religious  rites, 

and'tKerefere'we  fifcd'in  fcripture  fo  many 

rebtiKfc's-gtyeBi'io''tKi2    Idoiatries    in    high 

places.     Homer  coniMends   Hedtor  for  his' 

many  facrifices  on  Mountida^  and  Tacitus 

.        gives  the  reaibn  Wliy  ftich  fittiatibfls'^Weije 

-^    fitt60,  as'  beiog  nisarefl'  ttr  Ifcavyn^i '  M^iks . 

L       maxime  ceeh  approprnptdr^i  precefqui'M^ria- 

Hum  a  Deo  nufquam  froprjus  audifiS'  •'' 

But  you  begin  to  fay,"  wHitfett*  dbca  this 

farrago  of  quotation  tDftd  ?  1  waftttolChew'- 

you,  that  thc^Irifh  are  ftiiiin  p^fTt^^ioit  df 

certain  cnftoms  utterly  :relinquifhcd.  by  the 

other  nations  of  Eixropc;  'which.fttcuiiari- 

ties,  being  coeval  ^with  t^e  fearlie^  written 

memorials  of  maQlcindv-Cdofirm  the  o|>Inioa : 

of  Spencer^   tbftt.theypafis  iat  Jeaffiamoog- 

.  '      the  mofi,  ancient  people   in   this   end  of.  the 

\,      world.    Good  night.'  ^ 

"'  LET- 
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'      ^  Limerick. 


w 


H  AT  is  h  tfiat  makes  one  tiation 
more  anticnt  than  another  ?  Is  it  any 
thing  more  than  this,  that  the  prefent  race 
of  inhabitants  have  been  longer  in  poflef- 
fion  of  their  country,  than  the  others  have 
been  of  theirs  ?  And  it  cannot  be  argued  that 
any  nation  is  more  antient  than  that  vs^hich 
has  fo  long  occupied  its  prefent  territory, 
that  no  time  can  be  pointed  out  in  ^yhich 
it  was  not  in  poffeflion.  In  this  predica- 
ment Oands  Ireland.  No  man  can  point 
out  the  period  when  the  prefent  race  waa 
not  in  polTefnon. 

The  zealous  champions  of  Ireland  may 
perhaps  think,  that  I  pay  her  but  an  ill- 
compliment  in  proving  her  antiquity,  from 
her  adherence  to  certain  heathenilh  cuftoms. 
Antiquities,  however,  of  whatever  fort^ 
ought  carefully  to  be  gleaned  up,  efpecially 
where  they  are  the  chief  materials  for  the 
biftory  of  the  moft  early  periods.     There 

can 
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can  be  no  other,  except  tradition,  before  the 
ufe  of  letters. 

The  aotfaority  of  tradition,  accdrding  to 
Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  is  not  to  be  depend* 
ed  upon  for  above  loo  years.  At  what 
time  letters  were  firft  intrpdnctfd' '  here, 
cannot,  I  conceive,,  be  afccrU^i^p^^  Yhe. 
learned  Mir*  (yCkmoor  admits,  tbftt  tte 
writing  upon  vellum  vrat  not  in  ofi^  titt  the 
time  of  St  Patrick.  All  antecedebt  traiiif*' 
adions  were  infcribed,  in  very.atikwmd 
charaders,  upon  tables  of  wood,  catted  teiHr 

It  does  not  add  to  the  credit  of  the  anw 
tient  hiflory  of  Ireland,  that  it  dwelb  io 
circumfiantially  upon  the  migrations  of  the 
Gadelians,  from  Scythia,  through  Bgypt,. 
Greece,  Spain,  &c.  and  yet  touches  lb 
lightly  upon  the  events  of  the  iubfeqticnt 
periods.  The  accounts  of  the  times  pre-* 
ceding  the  Irifh  apoftie,  are  but  copioos  ge^ 
nealogies,  or,  at  befi,  meagre  annals*  l^hey 
tell  you,  indeed,  that  a  battle  was  fought 
in  fuch  a  fpot,  and  thoufands  flain ;  that 
fuch  a  prince,  flew  fuch  a  king,  and  reigned 
in  his  ftead ;  and  this  is  all  the  informa- 
tion 
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tion  they  givci  There  is  no  variety  of 
events,  no  conftcutive  feries  of  adion,  no 
motives  to  war,  or  inducements  to  peace^ 
but  the  adultery  of  fomc  queen,  the  rape 
of  fome  virgin,  or  the  murder  of  fomc  chief. 
In  fine,  there  is  no  exemplary  morality,  no 
colour  of  juft  hiiftory. 

However^  therefore,  the  indigenal  antit- 
quarians  of  Ireland  may  declaim  on  the  re- 
finement,, politenefs,  and  civilization  of  their 
ancefiors,  candour  mud  make  great  abate- 
ments, upon  the  review  of  fads.  When 
we  read  of  the  caftles  of  their  kings,  and 
the  number  of  Nobles  and  Knights  they 
entertained  in  their  halls.^  with  their  long 
fuite  of  Bards,  Geneabgiils,  and  Muficians, 
we  are  aftonlfhed  with  an  idea  of  magni- 
ficence; but  on  a  nearer  approach,  thefc 
caftles— raifed  like  thofc  in  romailce — 
fhriak  into  occafional  ftrudures  of  hurdles 
and  fcrolls. 

k  is  true,  that  antiquity  and  flone  build- 
ings, are  not  necefTarily  conneded  Yet  it 
is  hard  to  conceive  how  written  monu- 
ments .could  have  been  a£;^// preferved  with- 
out them.  The  feveral  Pfalters^  as  they 
call  them,   which  contain  the   mod  early 

and 
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and  authentic  documents  of  Irlfli  ftory,  were 
all  denominated  from  the  houfes  in  which 
they  were  preferved.  Scotland  would  at 
this  day  be  without  a  written  n^onmneht: 
of  antiquity,  antecedent  to  the  ravagbs  of 
Edward  I.  if  fome  remnant  had  not  been 
faved  in  the  Abbey  of  Hy  Columb-crll.    ' 

It  is  no  difgrace  to  any  cotintry,  that 
the  early  periods  of  its  hiftory  are  involved 
in  oblcurity;  nor  are  the  Irifh  fingular  in 
having  difcoloured  theirs  with  fable.  Tlie 
French  have  forged  their  Francus,  as  the 
founder  of  their  name  and  nation  j  the 
Danes  their  Danus,  the  Saxons  their  Saxo, 
and  the  Britons  their  Brutus.  Olaiis  the 
father  wrote  two  whole  folios  to  prove  that 
Scandinavia  was  the  original  glebe,  where 
the  firfl  men,  and  the  goldeii  apples  of  the 
Hefperian  gardens  grew,  with  guardian 
dragons.  Olaus  the  Ion  has  employed  a 
good  quarto,  in  Ihevving  that  the  Lappifli 
tongue  may  be  traced  up  to  the  Hebrew  ; 
and  that  the  country  is,  at  this  day,  the 
moft  comfortable  portion  of  the  globie  to 
live  in,  as  producing  honefier  irien^  and 
better  Jirawberries^  than  the  fineft  parts  of 

Italy. 

The 
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The  hiftorians  of  this  country  (hould 
follow  the  example  of  Livy,  who  fairly  owns, 
that  he  can  fay  nothing  with  certainty,  of 
the  origin  of  the  Romans.  By  magnifying 
their  antiquities,  and  by  dwelling  chiefly 
upon  a  millennium^  at  leaft,  before  the 
vulgar  aera,  they  bring  in  queflion,  narra- 
tions of  a  more  modern  date,  with  fuch 
as  have  neither  time  nor  patience  to  difcri- 
minate  truth  from  falfehood. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  readers  of  Irifh 
hiftory  (hould  not  raflily  involve  it  all  under 
the  fame  cenfurc.  There  is  truth  in  the 
hiftories  of  Arcadia  and  Attica,  though  the 
people  of  one  country  boafted  of  being 
earth-born,  and  of  the  other,  that  they  were 
prior  to  the  moon.  We  muft  not  diibelicvc 
that  Califthenes  fent  aftronomical  obfcrva- 
tions  from  Babylon  of  above  nineteen 
hundred  years  (landing,  becaufe  the  Chal- 
deans vaunted  of  having  obferved  the  ftars 
for  47,300  years.  Nor  muft  we  doubt  that 
the  Chinefe  are  a  very  antient  people,  be- 
caufe they  vainly  reckon  many  thoufand 
years  before  the  Mofaic  asra  of  creation. 
The  degree  of  credit  due  to  the  traditioilal 
fongs  of  the  Bards,  may  be  meafurcd  from 
the  following  ftory,  told  by  Gibfon,  bifhop 
of    London,     who    tranflated     Camden's 

R  Britaaav^^ 


,   s 
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Britannia.  **  A  blind  harper  fung  to  his 
inftrument  an  Irifli  fong,  which  the  bifhop 
of  Derry,  curious  to  learn  the  meaning  of, 
got  tranflatcd  into  Englifh.  It  announced, 
that  in  a  certain  place  was  buried  the  body 
of  a  prodigious  giant,  on  whofe  breaft  was 
k  broad  platQ  of  pure  gold,  and  rings  on  each 
finger  of  the  fame  metal.  The  bifhop  had 
relblotion  enough  to  try  if  there  was  any 
truth  in  the  narration;  when,  lo!  upon  open- 
ing the  ground  defcribed,  the  body  of  a  man 
of  common  fize  was  foubd,  reduced  to  afhes, 
with  a  fmall  plate  of  gold  which  had  been  on 
his  breaft,  but  there  were  no  rings  to  be  feen." 
It  is  pretty  remarkable  that  the  body  of  our 
Arthur  was  found  almofi  in  the  fame  manner. 

"         *  ■ 

•         •      I      ■ 

As  the  Irifli  had  the  ufe  of  letters,  long 
before  they  wrote  upon  vellum,  it  is  not 
to  be  doubted,  that  the  reigns  of  their 
kings  \yere  exadly  enough  regiftered,  be- 
fore that  improvement  in  the  fifth  century. 
The  whole  texture  of  their  hiftory  Ihews 
the  utmbll  attention  to  their  genealogies; 
the  Gavelkind,  or  Law  of  inheritance,  ab- 
folutely  requiring  an  exad  knowledge  of 
defcents.  An  order  of  men,  called  Senachies 
were  fet  apart  for  this  ftudy,  and  had  certain 
lands  afllgned  for  their  fupport.  Camden 
enumerates  feveral  officers  of  each  chief, 

who 
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who  enjoyed  fuch  hereditary  demefnes. 
Habent  enim  hi  magnates  fuos  Juridicos^  quos 
Brehones  vocant  5  Medicos^  Poetas,  quos  Bar^ 
dos  vocant^  &  Citharcedos.  Et  certcB  & 
JingtUnsfamilicd^  viz.  Brehones  uniusftirpis 
&  nominis^  hijiorici  alterius^  ^  Jic  de  ccdteris^ 
fuos  liberos^Jive  cognatos^  infua  qualibet  arte^ 
erudiunt^  &  femper  fuos  fucceffores  habent 
quibus  fingulis  fua  prcedia  afjignatafunt. 

t 

This  is  no  ideal  inftitution,  for,  long 
after  the  Englifh  got  poiTeffion  here,  it  was 
in  full  vigour  5  and  feveral  adJs  have  been 
made,  from  time  to  time,  to  abolifh  the 
eftablifhment,  and  thereby  annihilate  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Bards ;  who,  by  their  fongs, 
were  fuppofed  to  ftir  the  people  up  to  re- 
bellion. The  following  tranflation  of  an 
Irifh  poem,  minutely  defcribing  the  etiquette 
of  the  nionarch's  court  at  Teamor,  may  not. 
be  unworthy  your  perufal. 
.  » 

Ten  royal  officers  for  ufe  and  ftate. 

Attend  the  court,  and  on  the  itionarch  wait. 

A  mhtiflMni  whofe  virtuous  adions  grace 
His  blood,  and  add  new,  glories  to  his  race. 

hjudgif  to  fix  the  meaning  of  the  laws. 
To  fave  the  poor,  and  right  the  injured  caufe. 

A  grave  phyfician^  by  his  fkilful  care. 
To  eafe  the  flck,  and  weakened  health  repair. 

A  f9ity  to  applaud,  or  boldly  blame. 
And  juftly  give,  or  infamy,  or  fame. 

R2  ^Ci^ 
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For  without  him,  the  freflieft  laurels  fade^ 
And  vice  to  dark  oblivion  is  betray'd. 

The  next  attendant^  va^^  an  holy  ^n^^. 
Prophetic  fury  roll'd  within  his  bread: 
Full  of  his  God,  he  tells  the  dtftant  dooni| 
Of  king^  unborn,  and  nations  yet  to  come; 
Daily  he  worlhips  at  the  facred  (hrine^ 
And  pacifies  the  Gods  with  rites  divine ; 
With  cbnftant  care  the  facrifice  renews. 
And  anxioufly.  the  panting,  enl^rails  views. 

To  touch  the-harp,  the  JOmUM  mufician  bends. 
And  o'er  the  ftringis  his  ninfible  tiands  extends. 
The  fweeteft  founds  flow  from  each  trembling  Sring, 
Soft  as  tlie  bireeze^  -df  ^  flUtt  ibrtilfhing  fpring; 
'Tis  mufic's  lot  the  pafConstto  contix>ul,  ; 
And  tune  the  harfh  difcordj^npe;  of  the  foul,  . 

The  antiquary^  by  his  fl^iU  reveals, 
The  race  oJF  kings,  and  all  their  offspring  tells. 
The  fpreading  branches  of  the  royal  line. 
Traced  out  by  him,  in  lafiing  records  (hine. 

Three  officers  in  lower  order  (land, 
Who,  when  he  dines,  attend  bbe  king's  conm^and. 

The  very  texture  of  this  pioem  fhews  it 
to  have  been  written  in  the  days  ,pf  Pagan- 
ifm,  for  the  prieft  therein  defcribed  is  a 
Druid.  They  fix  the  date  of  it  in  the 
reign  of  Cprmic  O'Conn,  father-rin-law  to 
Finn,  the  fonof  Gomhal,  who  rc-eftablifhed 
the  Fes  of  Tarah^  in  the  beginning  of  the 
third  century. 

There  is  yet  another  remnant  of  anticnt 
heathenifm,  which,  belonging  to  the  fub- 

jea 
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jed  of  antiquities,  I  muft  not  pafs  over. 
If  a  perfon  dies  accidentally  upon  the  road 
fide,  or  in  the  field,  the  place  is  held  de- 
fecrated,  and  every  paflTenger  throws  a  ftone 
upon  the  fpot,  till  they  mount  into  a  heap. 
Thefe  heaps  they  call  Carns^  as  well  as 
thofe  I  defcribed  to  you  in  my  laft.  Such 
heaps,  we  find,  were,  like  the  tumuli^  ufed 
as  fepulchral  monuments ;  for  the  book  of 
Judges  relates  that  they  raifed  a  great  heap 
of  ftones  over  the  body  of  Achan,  who  had 
purloined  *'  the  accurfed  thing/'  The 
fame  is  reported  to  have  been  done  to 
the  robber,  whofe  epitaph  is  afcribed  to 
Virgil, 

Monte  fub  hoc  lapidum  tegitur  Balifta  fepultusl 

Perfons  eminent  for  their  virtues,  as  well 
as  their  vices,  are  reprefented  as  having  had 
thefe  heaps  raifed  to  their  memory.  Ho- 
mer, defcribing  Hedor's  funeral,  tells  us, 
that,  over  all,  they  heaped  ftones  for  a  mo- 
nument  j  and  we  read,  that  "  they  took 
Abfalom,  and  caft  him  into  a  pit,  and  laid 
a  very  great  heap  of  ftones  upon  him/* 

Both  the  earns  and  tumuli  were  not  only 
raifed  as  Mau/oleums^  where  the  aflies  of  the 

dead 
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dead  were  adually  buried,  but  they  have 
been  alio  raifed  as  Cenotaphs  to  their  me* 
mory,  or  as  obfequies  to  appeafe  their  (hade. 
This  we  may  learn  from  the  prefent  Irifli 
cuflom,  with  refped  to  the  cam ;  and  with 
xtfytCt  to  the  tumulus^  it  will  be  evident  from 
the  following  coniideration.  The  fouls  of 
thofe  deprived  of  the  honours  of  burial  were 
obliged,  you  know,  to  wander  a  hundred 
years  before  they  could  crofs  the  Styx. 
Therefore,  we  find  Palinurus  fo  earneft  with 
iSneas,  to  pay  him  this  laft  tribute, 


tu  mihi  terram 


Injice,  namque  potes.- 


And  for  the  fame  rcafon,  the  Trojan  Hero 
raifes  a  Cenotaph  to  the  ghoft  of  Dei- 
phobus, 

.    Tunc  egomet  tumuluniy  Rhaeteo  in  Uttore,  inanem 
Conftitui,  &  magna  manes  ter  voce  vocavi. 

To  the  fame  cuftom  it  is,  which  Horace 
alludes  in  his  ode  to  Archytas, 

Quanquam  feftlnas,  non  eft  mora  longa,  licebit 
InjeQo  ter  pulvere  curras. 

I  mentioned  to  you  that  the  tumuli  were 
falfely  afcribed  to  the  Danes,  and  called 
Danes-mounts.    There  is  another  piece  of 

antiquity, 
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antiquity,  with  equal  impropriety,  attri- 
buted to  the  fame  people,  and  called  Danes- 
raths.  They  arc  circular  intrenchments 
thrown  up  on  the  tops  of  hills,  fometimes 
with  two  or  three,  but  more  frequently 
with  a  finglc  ditch.  Rath  fignifies  literally 
a  furety,  and  therefore  thcfe  fortrefles  are 
generally  called  Forts.  The  ufe  of  them 
is  fo  obvious,  that  Nature  herfelf  muft  have 
pointed  it  out  to  a  people  always  at  war 
among  themfelves.  I  can  therefore  fee  no 
reafon  why  they  fhould  be  attributed  folely 
to  the  Danes  *.  On  the  contrary,  there  is 
pofitive  proof,  in  the  Uves  of  St.  Patrick^ 
that  they  were,  in  Ireland  fome  centuries 
before  the  Danes  fet  foot  in  it,  for  Down- 
Patrick  was  originally  called  Rath  Kelt  air  ^ 
mwiimentum  Kelt ar it  Jilii  Duachi^  and  it 
obtained  its  prefent  name  from  being  the 
burying-place  of  the  Irifli  apoftle.     Adieu, 

*  The  (imilltude  of  found  between  Dane  and  Dun  has 
probabl/  given  rife  to  the  miftake  in  this  matter.  Dun  is 
nearly  of  the  fame  import  with  Rath  1  the  former  being  a 
more  genericic  term,  denoting  a  fortrc Ts,  either  natural  01 
artificial. 


LET 
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O 


LETTER    XXVHv 


Limerick. 

F  all  the  events  which  the  fight  of  this 
city  recals  to  our  memory,  the  moft 
confpicuous  is  that  treaty,  concluded  in 
1 69 1,  whicb  put  an  end  to  the  wars  of 
Ireland,  and  an  everlafting  barrier  to  the 
hopes  of  the  Stuart  race.  But  though  this 
treaty,  better  known  by  the  title  of  the 
Conditions  of  Limerick,  put  an  end  to  the 
wars,  it  did  not  put  an  end  to  the  woes 
of  Ireland.  For,  however  honourable  to 
the  befieged  thefe  conditions  might  have 
been  held,  they  were  at  the  beft  but  hard 
ones,  and  hard  as  they  were,  the  Romanifts 
were  not  long  allowed  to  enjoy  any  benefit 
from  them. 

By  the  firft  article  of  thefe  conditions,  it 
was  ftipulated  that  the  Roman  Catholics 
Ihould  enjoy  fuch  privileges,  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  their  religion,  as  they  did  enjoy  in 
the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  And  their 
Majefties  promife,  as  foon  as  their  affairs 
will  permit  them,  to  fummon  a  parliament 
in  this  kingdom,  to  procure  them  fuch  far- 
ther 
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ther  fecurity^  as  may  preferve  them  from  any 
dijiurbance  on  account  of  their  religion. 

This,  and  the  other  articles,  were  re- 
ligioufly  adhered  to  by  King  William,  in 
contempt  of  the  invc6lives  againft  them  from 
the  pulpit,  which  he  prohibited,  and  of  the 
clamours  of  the  prefs,  which  he  could  not 
filence.  But  this  phlegmatic  prince  had 
imbibed  toleration  in  his  native  country. 

To  fee  the  reafons  why  different  maxims 
were  adopted  by  his  fucceffor  Anne,  we  muft 
recur  to  the  hiftory  of  her  reign.  This  re- 
trofpedt  will  (hew  a  Qpeen  without  iflue, 
and  a  great  part  of  thefe  nations  Jooking 
wiftfuUy  to  her  brother,  as  the  natural,  and 
therefore,  as  they  conceived,  rightful  heir  to 
the  crown.  It  will  (hew  this  nation  once 
devoted  to  the  declining  caufe  of  James,  be- 
caufe  a  papift,  ftill  fufpeded  of  a  readinefs 
to  rifle  all  for  his  fon.  It  will  not,  however, 
difcover  any  plot  contrived,  or  ad  attempted, 
by  the  papifts  at  this  period.  The  fadlions 
of  whig  and  tory  were  embittered  againft 
each  other;  and  their  tempers  flaming  with 
animofity,  breathed  nothing  but  mutual  ven- 
geance. The  triumphant  party,  under  per- 
petual alarms  of  a  popifli  fuccefllbr,  in  pro- 
viding  for  fclf-defence,  miftook  rigour  for 

juftice, 
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juftice,  and  perfecution  for  expedience.  In 
this  ferment  of  zeal,  the  articles  of  Limerick 
were  repealed,  if  not  violated. 

Did  the  fame  caufes  ftill  fubfift  to  ruffle 
the  furface  ot  men's  minds,  as  well  might 
we  bid  the  ftorm  to  ceafe,  or  the  fea  to  be 
calm,  as  fpeak  peace  to  their  paffions.  But 
after  fo  long  a  funfhine  in  the  political  flcy, 
fucceeding  the  corufcations  of  that  meteor, 
the  Pretender,  we  may  now  examine  the  mat- 
ter upon  the  principles  of  reafon  and  candour. 

All  hopes  of  a  popifh  revolution  being  re- 
moved from  the  mind  of  every  rational  papift, 
all  fears  fhould  be  removed  from  every  ra- 
tional proteftant.  The  benefit  of  a  treaty, 
unforfeited  by  any  infraction  on  their  parts, 
fhould  be  reftored  to  them ;  national  juftice 
cries  aloud  for  it,  and  felf-interefl  recom- 
mends it.  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  the  lafl 
of  thefe  confiderations. 

No  great  improvement  of  this  country 
can  be  rationally  expeded,  when  the  body 
of  the  people  derive  no  advantage  from  that 
improvement,  and  when  the  penal  flatutes 
amount  not  only  to  a  difcouragement,  but  a 
prohibition  of  induflry.  Even  the  befl  laws 
cannot  operate  in  favour  of  agriculture,  when 

five 
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five  to  one  of  thofe  who  (hould  be  employed 
in  it,  can  have  no  intereft  in  the  ground  they 
till.  Property,  ftable  property,  is  what  alone 
can  make  thcjleep  of  a  labouring  manfweet. 

By  one  law  of  the  penal  code,  if  a  papift 
have  a  horfe  worth  fifty,  or  five  hundred, 
pounds,  a  protefiant  may  become  the  pro- 
prietor, upon  paying  him  down  five.  By 
another  of  the  fame  code,  a  fon  may  fay  to 
his  father,  Sir,  if  you  don't  give  me  what 
money  I  want,  I'll  turn  difcoverer^  and  in 
Ipite  of  you  and  my  elder  brother  too,  on 
whom,  at  marriage,  you  fettled  your  cftate, 
I  (hall  become  heir.  It  is  needlefs  to  com* 
ment  upon  the  fpirit  of  fuch  laws— the  very 
recital  chills  with  horror. 

Let  it  not  be  argued  that  thefe  laws  are 
ieldom  put  in  execution.  Is  property,  is 
parental  authority  to  depend  upon  the 
courtefy  of  an  avaricious  malignant  neigh- 
bour, or  the  gratitude  of  a  profligate  aban- 
doned child?  But   where  *  fons  are   not 

found 

*  In  this  place  the  writer  has  not  given  his  argument  its 
full  force.  He  did  not  perhaps  know  that  there  sre  not 
wanting  cafes,  both  frequent  and  recent,  where  fons  have 
turned  difcoverers.  And,  iince  he  wrote,  a  cafe  has  hap- 
pened>  which,  though  not  quite  fo  unnatural,  muft  nev(;rthe- 

lefs 
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found  impious  enough  to  turn  difcoverers^ 
there  are  not  wanting  fome  who  are  to  bafe 
as  to  avail  themfelves  of  a  flaw  in  the  title 
of  a  Papift. 

But  granting  that  thefe  advantages  are 
rarely  taken,  the  idea  of  fecurity  is  of  more 
influence,  than  fecurity  itfelf  without  the 
idea.  Damocles  was  perhaps  fafe  enough 
under  the  fufpended  fword  of  Dionyfius,  but 
the  apprehenfion  of  danger  feared  away  thoie 
viiions  of  happinefs,  which  he  had  feen  in 
the  envied  pomp  of  tyranny. 

Is  not  intolerance  the  worft  badge  of 
popery?  Are  they  not  virtually  Papifts, 
who  oppofe  the  principles  of  tolera- 
tion ?  Are  they  not  inimical  to  their 
country,  who  would  ftifle  liberty  of  con- 
fcience  ?  What  introduced  fo  many  good 
arts  in  a  (hort  fpace  of  time  into  England, 
but  the  intolerance  of  France  ?  What,  but 

toleration,   at   once   peopled   the    fens    of 

• 

lefs  wonnd  every  heart,  not  callous  to  the  feelings  of  huma- 
nity. It  is  the  cafe  of  Charles  O^Connor,  Efq;  whofe  own 
brother  is  now  pleading  the  (latute  againft  him,  and  endea- 
vouring to  difpoiTefs  him  of  an  eftate,  which^  through  a  life 
of  meeknefs  and  moderation,  had  fupported  that  veneraWe 
gentleman's  learned  eafe,  in  his  curious  refearches  into  the 
hiftory  and  antiquities  of  bis  native  country. 

Holland, 
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Holland,  and  rendered  it  an  emporium  of 
trade,  the  dread  of  its  neighbours,  and  the 
wonder  of  the  univerfe  ?  What  but  into- 
lerance has  wafted  Spain,  Italy,  and  many 
other  countries  ?  Now  France  is  become  to- 
lerant, and  therefore  the  moft  thriving  na- 
tion in  Chriftendom. 

When  I  thus  argue  for  the  rights  of  hu- 
man nature,  as  a  friend  to  the  community 
at  large,  and  confequently  to  the  crown  of 
England,  they  tell  me  that  this  is  very  well 
in  theory,  but  that  no  Englifhman  can 
conceive  the  virulence  of  Irifh  popery.  My 
general  reply  to  which  is,  that  popery  is 
the  fame  every  where,  and  if  it  has  a  worfe 
afped  here,  than  elfewhere,  that  is  owing 
to  the  more  general  ignorance  of  its  pro- 
feffors. 

« 

We  keep  the  Irifh  dark  and  ignorant, 
and  then  we  wonder  how  they  can  be  fo 
enthralled  by  fuperftition  5  we  make  them 
poor  and  unhappy,  and  then  we  wonder  .>x 
that  they  are  fb  prone  to  tumult  and  difor- 
def;  we  tic  up  their  hands,  fo  that  they 
have  no  inducements  to  induftry,  and  then 
we  wonder  that  they  arc  fo  lazy  and  in- 
dolent. 

It 


V 
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It  is  in  vain  to  fay  that  thefe  fevere  laws 
refbain  the  Catholics  within  the  bounds  of 
allegiance,  and  clip  thofe  wings,  Which,  if 
fully  fledged,  would  be  hatching  new  re- 
bellions :  for  the  very  contrary  feenfs  to  be 
their  tendency ;  they  are  a  reflraint^  not 
from  doing  evil,  but  from  doing  good; 
they  keep  alive  an  habitual  hoflility,  and 
prepare  the  people's  minidls  for  the  Moft  def- 
perate  enterprizes.  No  wonder  that  it 
fhould  be  part  of  the  Irifh  charader ,  th^t 
they^ir^  cfLteleJs  of  their  lives ^  when;  they 
have  fo  little  worth  living  for. 

!   '  '  »  •         •    I  ■ 

I 

Ingenuity  itfelf  could  not  hate  diivifed 
a  more  efFedual  method  of  cherifliing  po- 
pifh  difafFedion,  than  that  very  code  made 
to  annihilate  it.  For  what  is  it,  that  the 
proteftant  proprietor  fo  horribly  dreads  ? 
Is  it  not  the  claims  of  the  old  great  fa- 
milies, and  quondam  pfopirietors  of  his  eftate, 
upon  the  almoft  impoflible  contingency  of 
a  revolution  ?  By  dejpreffing  all  papiAs 
equally,  he  preferves  unabated  the  influence 
and  afcendancy  of  the  old  great  families ; 
he  keeps  their  claim  of  right  alive  in  their 
bloody  without  any  barrier  betweep  himfelf 
and  them.     Whereas  by  giving  the  papift 

ia  right 
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a  right  to  purchafe,  the  plebeian,  but  in- 
duftrious  Catholic  may  foon  become  feized 
of  an  eftate,  once  forfeited  by  fome  Popifh 
Baron  ;  and  then,  having  a  common  inte- 
reft  with  the  proteftant  purchafer,  he  will 
be  as  violent  an  enemy  to  the  old  Popifli 
claimant  as  the  Proteftant  himfelf  The 
Papift  becomes  a  guarantee  to  the  Proteft- 
ant, and  as  ftaunch  a  fupporter  of  the  prc- 
fent  eftabiiftiment ;  becaufc  that  eftablifh- 
ment  alone  fecures  him  his  civil  rights.  So 
that,  come  what  will  of  his  religious  ortho- 
doxy, his  civil  orthodoxy  is  fecure. 

Thus  far  the  profperity  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  happinefs  of  human  nature,  de- 
mand that  Papifts  (hotild  be  indulged  in 
this  Popifh  country,  but  no  farther.  They 
never  fhould  be  allowed  to  hold  any  civil 
employments,  or  to  have  votes  as  freehold- 
ers ;  and  entirely  to  remove  all  apprchen- 
lions  of  leading  men  among  them  acquiring 
an  influence  in  the  ftate,  it  may  be  pro- 
vided, that  their  purchafes  fhall  be  fubjed 
to  the  Gavel  Ad,  /.  e.  to  an  equal  divifion 
among  the  natural  heirs  of  the  purchafer. 

If  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  could  be  with- 
drawn from  their  blind  allegiance  to  the 

Pope, 
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Pope,  there  could  not  be  the'.fligfajteil  pre- 
text for  refuting  them  an  nnreiiratned  ex- 
ercife  of  their  religion.  How  far  this  is 
poffible,  even  in  their  prefent  f|ate  of  iujp^- 
flition,  you  may  in  fbme  meafqre  ,g}ic{s 
from  the  following  fsL^X^  which  tgjap  feems 
well  authenticated. ^ 

■     -  fc  * 

A  fc#7ears  fince.,  l>illon,  the  Archbifliop 
of  Narbonne^  origiaalfy  of  this  cpjuntiy^  in- 
terefied  himfelf  in  behalf  of  ttip  Fapii]b5^  of 

Ireland.  He  endeavourp4  to^  ^S^^  '^ 
their  fervice,  th^  leading  n)en])ber8  of  both 
houfes  of  Parliament ;  and  to  prepare  the 
way,  he  prevailed  on  the  Tifulat  Prifl]^  to 
convene  a  council  of  the  Bifhops,  tOfUeviIe 
fome  mode  of  givifig  government  the  moljt 
convincing  teft  of  their  loyalty. 


t 


An  oath  of  allegiance  was.  agreed  to  unar 
nimoufly.  But  an  exprefs  abjuration  of  the 
Pope's  fupremacy  in  temporals  being^niifled 
upon  by  the  Narbonne  party,  it  was:  rc- 
jeded  by  a  third  part  oF  the  members. 

What  makes  this  decifion  the  more  re- 
markable is,  the  Bilhops,  who  voted  for  a 
renunciation  or  ftie  authority  of  the  Pope 
in  temporals,  had  been  all  eleded  out  of 
the   fecular    clergy  j    whereas    thofe   who 

were 
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were  againft  it,  had  been  Ofriginally  regulars, 
the  Pope's  bodyrguards. 

Frdm  this  circumfiance  dne  would  con- 
clude, that  a  great  majority  q£  the  Popifh 
clergy,  and  confequently  of  the  people,  are 
dlfpofed  to  give  government  every  poffible 
affurance  of  a  dutiful  demeanbn  The  fenfe 
of  thefe  people  can  only  be  coHeded  from 
that  of  their  prieils,  by  whom  they  are  go- 
verned. And  why  a  man  may  not  be  a 
Romanift,:  vvrithout  being  a  Papift,  in  Ire- 
land as  well  as  in  Francq^  I  can  fee  no  rea- 
ibn.  We  know,  that  the  Gallican  church 
has  been  long  emancipated  from-  the  thral- 
dom of  the  Roman  pontiff!  Howe ver^.  the 
good  intentions  of  the  Archbifhop  twned 
out  incfFedual,  for  he  could  not  find  any 
member,  in  either  houfe,  hardy  enough  to 
move  for  a  repeal  of  thefe  laws< 

In  an  Ad  pafTed  a  feifion  or  two  fince^ 
a  tefi  has  been  drawn  up,  which  the  prin- 
cipal gentleman  of  the  South  have  taken, 
through  the  influence  of  the  titular  Arch- 
bifhop of  Cafhel  ^  who  is  of  a  noble  family, 
and  has  written  a  pamphlet  to  recommend 
it :  notwithflanding  the  oath  is  faid  to  be 
condemned  by  the  Pope,  as  one  claufe  of 

S  it 
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it  is  by  conftradion  forced  ta  xojply  that 
the  king  de  fa&o  k  alfo  the  king  dejwe^ 
This  has  daggered  many  who  would  be 
willing  to  give  any  teft  iA  their  allegiance, 
that  could  not  be  fiifpeded  of  an  af^roba* 
r  tion  of  revolntion  principles. 

This  very  fcrupolofity  is  an  argument  in 
their  favour,  evincing  that  they  have  a  due 
fenfe  of  the  facred  obligation  of  an  oath^ 
and  that  they  do  not  adopt  that  cur&d  Je- 
fuitical  dodrine,  that  &ith  is  not  to  be 
kept  with  heretics.  For,  if  the  cafe  were 
otherwife,  inftead  of  labouring  under  thofe 
penalties  inflided  upon  them,  they  might 
avail  themfelves  of  the  temporal  advanta« 
gej  of  the  oath,  and  yet  violate  it  without 
lemorfe. 

As  things  nowfland,  the  converfion  of  the 
Irifb  Cathdics  is  what  zeal  may  hope  for, 
but  knowledge  never  can  exped.  Of  the  in- 
efficacy  of  the  penal  laws  for  that  purpoie 
long  experience  may  convince  the  moft 
fcepticaL  It  is  now  above  feventy  years 
fince  they  were  enaded.  Yet  in  all  that 
time  little  more  than  four  thoufand  converts 
have  been  made  out  of  a  million  and  a  half 
of  people  feventy  times  told. 

How 


\ 
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How  then  is  this  fiubborn  error  to  be 
vanquifhed?  Or  rather  how  is  the  mifchief' 
arifing  from  it  to  be  mitigated  i  Is  it  by* 
keeping  its  votaries  in  endiefs  night?  Is  it 
by  fteeping  them  in  poverty  to  the  very 
lips  ?  Whilft  they  are  thus  poor,  they  muft 
neceflarily  be  intelle£tually  dark ;  and  whilft 
they  grope  in  darknefs  will  they  not,  like 
other  blind^  firetch  out  their  hands  to  tbofe^ 
who,  though  they  fcarcely  fee  farther  than 
themfelves,  will  neverthelefs  audacioully 
profefs  the  trade  of  leading  them  ?  No  zeal 
for  religion,  no  argument  of  reafon,  can 
produce  a  real  converfion  of  any  ignorant 
perfbn.  For  what  artillery  in  all  the  ma- 
gazines of  wifdom  can  make  any  imprcffion 
on  ignorance,  intrenched  over  the  head  in 
prejudice,  and  guarded  by  fuch  watchful 
centinels  as  the  Romiih  clergy< 

But  the  happinefs  of  a  ftate  does  not  de^ 
pend  upon  uniformity  of  opinion  ;  that  is 
eftaUifhed  on  another  and  a  broader  foun^ 
dation,  the  common  intereft  of  the  fubjed* 
When  the  Catholic  has  got  an  intereft  in 
the  ftate,  one  might  as  well  fuppofe,  that 
a  voluntary  agent  ftiould  ad  againft  the 
ftrongeft  motive,  as  that  he  will  ad  againj^ 

S  2  his 
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his  own  ihtereft.  The  more  comfortable 
his  cxiftence  becomes,  the  more  ftrongly 
will  that  attachment  be  riveted.  Property, 
acquired  by  honeft  indujiry^  will  produce 
quite  another  fort  of  fubjeds  from  that 
which  is  inherited  by  bloody  undet  the  old 
Brehon  laws.  The  indufirious  application 
of  talents  in  the  gaining  a  competency,  or 
cftablifhing  a  property,  Will  civilize  arid 
reclaim  them  from  their  itavage  cuftoms, 
barbarous  manners,  and  uncertain  life. 
I  Fixed  property,  which  every  man  may  at-* 
tain,  will  become  an  hoftage  to  the  ftate, 
an  inviolable  pledge  of  loyalty.  Add  to 
this— 


I 


Property  will  necefTarily  introduce  and 
diffufc  knowledge,  which  will  enlarge  the 
mind,  and  make  it  fufceptible  of  rational 
impreflions.  Some  daring  fpirits  will  of 
courfe  emerge  from  the  profound  abyfs, 
whofe  example  and  converfation  will  have 
greater  influence  over  their  own  perfuafion, 
than  all  the  penal  laws  that  policy  can  de- 
vife*  Even  a  little  fcepticifm  might  open 
the  way  to  candid  difquifition  and  free  en- 
quiry, and  thus  foften  the  rigours,  and 
fmooth  the  afperities  of  Popery.     At  pre- 

fent. 
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fent,  there  are  few  leading  people  among 
the  Romanifts  but  interefted  priefts,  wbofe 
maintenance  depends  upon  the  number  of 
their  followers. 

Aji  avowed  and  general  recantation  of 
profeflion  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  expeded  ;• 
yet  a  generation  or  two  may  produce  a. 
general  renunciation  of  fentiment.  And  - 
though  Popery  can  never  beconie  Proteft- 
antifm,  the  profeffors  of  Popery  may  never- 
thelefs  become  Proteilants  in  principle* 
They  may  be  brought  to  fee,  that  God  is  no 
relpedler  of  perfons,  but  that  in  every  na-' 
Hon  he  that  doth  righteoujnefs^  and  he  only^  is 
righteous^  and  accepted  of  him^ 

The  fame  religion  js  now  iefkbHflied  in 
France,  that  was  at  the  maiTacre  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew 5  but  does  it  breathe  the  fame 
fpirit  now^  that  it  did  theji?  Will  any  man, 
who  knows  the  world,  fay  that  fuch  a  fcene 
iX)uld,  now,  beaded  over  ag3.in  in  Paris ? 
Even  the  writings  of  Voltaire  have  not  been 
without  their  advantage;  ^'  Dp  not,  fayg 
he,  deprive  yourfelves  of  ufeful  fubjeds, 
ufeful  in  your  manufadiures,  your  marine^ 
your  agriculture.  What  though  their  creed 
be  ibmewhat    different  froni  yours,    you 

want 


^ 
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want  their  labour  and  not  their  catechifoL'' 
In  France,  Popery  is  ftill  nominally  the  iame, 
but  it  is  virtually  reformecU 

It  is  not  neceiiary  for  the  peace  and  pro* 
Q)erity  of  a  nation  that  all  the  individuals* 
of  any  perfuaiion,  ihould  be  ad^ts  in  the 
reafbn  of  religion ;  fufficient  is  it,  for  thofe 
purpofes,  if  the  firft  claiTes  are  well,  and 
middle  cla^s  tolerably  informed.  An  army 
is  not  the  lefs fufiicient  becaule  thecentinel 
and  pioneer  do  not  poflefs  all  the  know« 
}edge  of  thbir  general  officers. 

Let  us,  then,  indulge  the  prejudices  of 
thefe  people  for  the  prefent.  By  allowing 
them  to  acquire  landed  property,  a  more 
enlightened  generation  will  fpring  lip,  who 
will  bring  about  the  wiflicd-for  revolution 
of  principle.  They  who  are  authorifed,  by 
the  verities  of  their  religion,  to  place  perfe^ 
cution  among  the  h^atitudes^  will  not  readily 
forego  thofe  countervailing  rewards,  which, 
their  artful  teachers  aiTure  them,  are  referved 
for  their  obdinate  perfeverance.  But,  taught 
moderation  by  our  example,  they  will,  in 
due  time,  fee  not  only  the  temporal,  but 
the  fpi ritual  advantages  of  our  happy  con- 
(litption.     Adiei;.  • 
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LETTER     XXVm, 

Athlone,  06t.  26th,  1775. 

T  T  was  my  purpofe,  originally,  to  make 
"*'  my  tour  by  Galway ;  but  I  begin  to  be 
tired  of  wretched  villages,  and  uncultivated 
wafies«  A  curiofity,  too,  is  growing  upon 
me  to  hear  the  fpeakers  in  the  Irifh  parlia- 
ment, which  is  now  fitting.  I  am,  I  own, 
predifpofed  to  think  well  of  the  Orators  of 
this  country,  not  <mly  from  their  general 
ch^nGter^  and  from  the  fpecimens  of  them 
we  have  {tea  in  bothpur  houfes,  but  alfb 
from  my  own  ipeculations  upon  the  natu*- 
ral  geniusi  of  the  people,  in  which  there 
feems  to  be  a  fire  and  imagination ,  well 
calculated  to  animate  a  popular  harangue. 

« 

The  country  on  this  fide  Limerick  is 
more  disfigured  with  turf  bogs  than  on  the 
other.  But,  difagreeable  as  their  appear- 
ance is,  they  are  not  the  leaft  profitable 
grounds  ^  and,  when  the  canals  are  finifhed, 
they  will  become  fiill  more  beneficial,  by 
lowering  the  price  of  fuel.  The  fpinning 
of  fiax,  which  is  a  fedentary  bufinefs,  em- 
ploying 
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ploying  only  one  hand  and  one  foot,  could 
not  be  carried  on  without  them  in  this  king- 
dom, fo  deftitute  of  wood  and  fo  unable  to 
purchafe  coals.  Whereas  the  fpinning  of 
wool,  by  giving  exercife  to  the  whole  body, 
does  not  fiand  fb  much  in  need  of  fires ; 
and  therefore  feems  t6  be  the  only  manu- 
fadure  which  can  fupcced,   where  fuel  is 

not  abundant 

»    •  .    . . 

A  great  ihare  of  the  cdjutry  I  rode 
through  hither  was  rough,  and,  iij  fome 
places,  mountainous,  yet  it  afforded  greater 
pleafure  than  the  nipft  fertile  parts  5  for  it 
fhewed  incomparably  more  cultivation,  and 
more  figns  of  population.  The  houifes,  I 
remarked,  grew  more  frequent,'  and  left 
wretched,  wherever  the  grounds  were  bad. 
For  not  being  fit  for  pafturage,  they  are 
obliged  to  till  them  5  tillage  requires  hur 
man  creatures,  who  muft  (hare  fomp  pit- 
tance of  their  own  labours.  The  bog  and 
the  mountain  is  reclaimed  for  a  fcanty  fub- 
fiftence,  the  rich  foils  are  eat  up  by  (heep 
and  bullocks,  and  the  famifhed  ftiepherd  is 
made  the  very  fcape-goat  of  human  nature. 

Nenagh,  the  laft  town  I  paiTed  through 
|n  Munfter,  was  a  neater  village  than  ufual 

in 
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in  that  province.  Agriculture  feemed  to 
revive,  and  fome  fallowed  fields  appeared 
as  I  approached  Leinfier.  There  Aands 
the  ruins  of  an  old  caftle  of  the  Butlers^ 
called  Nenagb  Rounds  which  held  out 
againfl  General  Gihkell  with  1 500  men,  for 
twenty-four  houi^,  in  the  laft  war  of  Ire- 
land. The  whole  county  of  Tipperary  was 
once  a  Palatinate,  under  the  fcparate  jurif- 
didion  of  the  Ormond  family. 

I  intended  to  have  flept  at  ^irr ;  but  find« 
ing  I  could  not  do  fo  without  riding  in^hc 
night,  I  flopped  at  a  little  houfe,  near  a 
Church,  xalled  Modrenny^  where  I  expeded 
but  ibrry  entertainment ;  but  in  this  I  was 
agreeably  difappointed,  for  I  found  a  good 
bed,  and  the  utmoft  decency  and  cleanlinefs 
in  every  thing  that  was  ferved  pp. 

Birr,  in  the  King's  county,  formerly 
jcalled  Leix^  where  I  breakfafted,  is  a  good 
village,  without  any  thing  remarkable,  but 
a  f^tue  of  the  late  duke  of  Cumberland, 
placed  on  a  very  high  pillar.  Its  caflle  was 
beiieged  by  Sarsfield,  general  of  the  Irilh, 
but  relieved  by  General  Kirk.  The  coun- 
try all  around  has  a  tolerable  appearance  of 
cultivation. 

From 
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From  thence  to  this  place,  the  country 
is  chequered  by  the  Bog  of  Allen,  which 
croiTes  ieveral  counties,  and  which  would 
not  be  ofifenfive  tp  the  eye,  as  it  looks  like 
a  ruifet  lawn,  if  the  edges  of  it  were  not 
generally  indented  with  turf  holes,  and 
heaps  of  turf  piled  on  the  banks.  It  is, 
however,  a  pleaiure  tp  fee  them  coming 
into  the  cuflom  of  fowing  rape  on  thefe 
bogs,  and  other  unprofitable  grounds.  This 
culture  is  owing  to  the  Dublin  Society, 
which  gives  yearly  premiums  for  its  encou- 
ragement. The  great  advantage  o^  rape  is, 
that  it  operates  as  a  manure,  and  reclaims 
grounds,  originally  unable  to  yield  oats,  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  they  will  afterwards  give 
crops  of  barley  and  wheat. 

Athlone  is  beautifully  fituated  on  both 
lides  of  the  Shannon.  The  part  on  the 
Leinder  fide  is  called  the  Engliih  town,  as 
that  on  the  Connaught  fide  is  called  the 
Irifh  town.  Both  betray  equal  fymptoms 
of  decay ;  for  without  any  manufadure, 
but  that  of  woolleil  hats,  they  have  fcarce 
any  trade  but  for  turf;  of  which  commo- 
dity 1  fee  gieat  plenty  in  boats,  along  their 
quay. 

The 
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The  views  of  this  town,  from  both  fides 
the  ShaQnon,  are  excelfively^  pidurefque, 
though  the  country  is  aknoft  denuded  of 
trees.  The  lands  are  every  where  fufficieiitly 
fertile,  but  little  progrefs  has  been  made  in 
tillage,  till  within  a  few  years ;  and  they 
attribute  the  advancement  df  late  to  the 
eredion  of  Flour-mills ;  the  want  of 
which,  I  conceive,  muft  be  a  great  impe- 
diment to  agriculture.  For  in  many  parts 
of  Ireland,  very  capable  of  growing  wheat, 
and  where  the  confumption  of  bread  is  very 
confiderable,  they  nevcrthclefe  import  theif 
flour. 

In  the  war  of  1641,  the  caftle  of  Ath- 
lone  was  blocked  up,  by  the  Iri(h,  for  near 
fix  months ;  nor  were  all  the  Protcftant 
forces  of  Ireland  able  tq  relieve  it  till  fup- 
plies  came  from  Bngland.  At  length  four 
regiments,  one  of  which  was  commanded 
by  Cromwell,  marched  with  Other  forces 
from  Dublin,  under  command  of  the  duke 
pf  Ormond,  and  raifed  the  fiege. 

After  the  return  of  the  duke,  the  Prp- 
teftants,  though  delivered  from  the  block* 
gde,  were  (till    harafied   by    the  fuperior 

numbers 
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numbers  of  the  Irifh.  They  relblved, 
therefore^  to  abandon  Athlone,  and  if  pofl^ 
iible,  march  to  Dublin.  But  hie  labor  hoc 
opus  erat.  The  wife  of  the  governor  of 
the  cafile,  daughter  to  the  earl  of  Ccnrk, 
made  her  way  to  Dublin,  upon  the  faith  of 
a  fafe  convoy,  and  there,  having  audience 
of  the  ftate,  ihe  did  fo  pathetically  paint 
the  diflreiTed  fiate  of  the  Engliih  at  Ath- 
lone,  that  ihe  prevailed  to  have  fuch  fuc- 
cours  fent  to  their  relief,  that  their  mif- 
carriage  would  have  hazarded  the  lois  of 
Dublin,  and  confequently  of  the  wholes 
kingdom. 


-quid  forma  &  facundia  poJGTit 


Tunc  patuit. 

This  reinforcement,  not  being  fufpeded 
by  the  Irifh,  reached  Athlone,  without  mo- 
leftation.  The  main  body  of  the  Iriih  was 
at  this  time  polled  at  Rath-connal.  This 
pafs,of  about  i  oo  yards  breadth,between  two 
moraffes,  took  its  name  from  the  Conal  fo 
celebrated  in  the  poems  of  Offian,  and  fir- 
named  Cearnagh  in  the  Irifh  hiflories.  But 
it  was  rendered  fiill  more  famous  by  an  old 
prophecy,  that    a  battle  was  to  be  there 

fought 
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fought  between  the  Englifh  and  the  Irifh ; 
and  that  whichever  party  fhould  win  the 
battle,  fhould  alfo  win  Ireland. 

This  predi£tion,  now  apparently  on  the 
eve  of  completion,  raifed  the  expedations 
of  a  great  concourfe  of  people,  who  flocked 
together  to  fee  whofe  fatal  fcale  was  to  kick 
the  balance.  Preflon,  the  Irifh  general, 
had  not  trafted  to  the  flrength  of  the  cafile, 
which  flood  in  the  pafs,  or  to  the  natural 
advantage  of  the  grounds  :  he  cauied  re-< 
doubts  and  breaft-works  to  be  thrown  up 
quite  acrofs  the  neck,  in  order  to  oppofe  the 
paflfage  of  the  Bnglifli,  under  Sir  Richard 
Grenville.  Numbers  and  iituation  were 
on  the  flde  of  the  Iriih,  but  difcipline,  and 
the  alternative  of  life  or  death,  were  on  the 
fide  of  the  Englifh.  The  poft  was  long 
and  gallantly  maintained.  Preflon  did  all  a 
general  could  :  but  Englifh  fleadinefs  pre* 
vailed,  and  cut  itfelf  a  bloody  paflage 
through  this  well  difputed  flation.  Preflon 
£alls.  A  general  rout  fucceeds.  Sad  omen 
to  the  Irifli  of  their  future  fuccefs !  Good 
night. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XXIX. 


AtUone^ 


ATHLONE,  or  the  Ford  of  huan^ 
which,  from  its  central  fitaation,  has 
been  called  the  Nave  of  Ireland,  is  the  great 
pais  between  C!onnaught  and  Leinfler«  The 
parts  of  the  town  on  each  fide  the  rhrer, 
are  in  different  parhfhes;  widi  but  one 
church,  and  that  on  the  Leinfier  fide ;  bbilt^ 
as  I  learn  from  an  infcription  in  it,  by  a 
grant  of  parliament;  whence  you  may 
judge  of  the  poverty  of  the  place.  Yet 
here  they  print  a  news-paper  twice  a 
week. 

On  the  Connaught  fide  is  the  old  cafUe, 
a  barrack  for  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  and 
a  charter  fchool  for  twenty  boys,  and  as 
many  girls.  I  was  furprifed  to  hear,  from 
the  mailer  and  miilreis  of  this  fchool, 
that  none  but  the  children  of  Proteilant 
parents  are  admitted  into  it  I  had  con- 
ceived, that  as  the  original  objed  of  theie 
fchools  was  the  convcriion  of  Papiils,  none 
would  be  received  but  the  children  of 
Papiils. 

The 
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The  infiitution  of  thefe  Ibhools  has  all 
the  aiped  of  benevolence,  and  zeal  for  the 
interefts  of  religion.  Yet,  with  the  ut- 
mofl  deference  to  the  national  opinion,  it 
may  be  queftioned  whether  they  are  calcu- 
lated to  anfwer  the  well-meant  purpofe  of 
converting  the  Catholics  of  Ireland;  even 
granting  that  the  children  of  Papifls  on/f 
y^ere  admitted  into  them. 

From  the  fiate  of  the  fad,  placed  in  its 
mod  favourable  light,  there  have  been  at  a 
medium,  four  from  each  county  in  the  king- 
dom placed  out  apprentices  each  year,  iince 
the  commencement  of  the  fcheme  in  1733.. 
And  it  is  argued  that  thofe,  who  are  thus  ap- 
prenticed, have  been  reclaimed  from  Popery, 
But  if  the  children  of  Proteftants,  even  from 
Wales  and  England,  be  received  upon  this 
foundation,  is  it  not  probable  that  the  above 
is  too  high  an  efltmate  ? 

The  children  of  Proteftants^  are,  I  pre- 
fume,  received  for  want  of  other  candi- 
dates ;  for  I  am  aftured,  that  a  Papift  would 
fuffer  any  lofs,  except  that  of  his  child, 
rather  than  fend  it  to  one  of  thefe  fchools. 
Such  is  the  bigotry  of  thefe  deluded  people, 
that  nothing  but  abfolute  want  could  pre- 
vail 


^ 
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vail  on  them  to  fuffer  their  children  to  re- 
ceive an  education,  which,  as  they  conceive, 
endangers  their  falvation. 

It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  any  fyfleni 
of  religion  taught  in  any  fchool,  efpecially 
in  oncy  which  pride  might  think  a  reproach, 
c^n  be  as  firmly  rooted,  as  under  the  ihelter 
of  a  parent's  wing.  Can  we  then  imagine 
that  principles  imbibed  in  thefe  charter 
fchools,  will  be  proof  againft  the  fedudions 
of  Popery,  "which  environ  them  in  thift 
popifh  country  ?  As  the  eyes  of  the  vigi- 
lant priefis  are  never  off  thefe  feminaries^ 
are  not  relapfes,  and  even  converfions  to 
Popery  to  be  apprehended  ? 

But  far  be  it  from  me  to  arraign  the 
wifdom  of  this  inflitution  upon  the  whole. 
All  I  would  infinuate  is,  that  thefe  ichools 
are  very  infufficient  engines  for  the  refor- 
mation of  Irifli  popery.  This  is  an  evil 
that  muft  be  eradicated  by  more  powerful 
inftruments. 

If  we  look  upon  thefe  fchools  as  femina- 
ries  of  arts  and  induftry,  where  the  chil- 
dren of  the  poor  receive  ufeful  inftrudion, 
which  they  could  not  otherwife  obtain, 
they  are  inftitutions  highly  commendable, 

and 
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and  refledl  great  honour  upon  their  patro-- 
nizers ;  who  conduct  them  as  free  of  abufes, 
as  the  nature  of  human  things  is  capable  of. 

I  cannot,  however,  help  remarking,  that 
in  this  fchool,  I  faw  the  girls  working 
lace,  an  employment  not  more  eafy  than 
fpinning,  and  certainly  not  fo  ufeful  to 
thcmfelves,  or  the  community.  Is  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  inflrud  the  lower  orders  of  fociety 
in  arts,  which  are  rather  ornamental  than 
ufeful  ?  Ought  they  not  rather  to  be  taught 
the  rudiments  of  the  linen  or  woollen  ma- 
nufaftures  ?  Ought  thofe,  who  fubfift  en- 
tirely on  alms,  to  be  initiated  into  any  arts, 
but  fuch  as  may,  in  future,  enable  them  to 
earn  an  honefl  and  laborious  livelihood  i 

I  have  obferved  here,  as  well  as  in  the 
other  parts  of  Ireland,  that  the  people  feem 
extremely  affedionate  to  each  other  j  for 
even  the  men  falute  one  another  with 
kilTes :  and  the  girls  (hew  nothing  loth  to 
give  hearty  embraces  in  the  flreets.  Curious 
to  learn  their  fentiments,  as  well  as  man- 
ners, I  have  entered  into  converfation  with 
them  as  often  as  poffible ;  and  I  could  not 
find  them  fo  much  attached  to  the  houie 
of  Stuart  as  I  apprehended.  They  have 
frequently  fpoke  of  James  II.  with  indig- 

T  nation. 
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nation.  He  called  the  Irifli  cowards^  and 
faid  that  all  was  ]oft  through  their  fault  at 
the  battle  of  the  Boyne  *•  This  they  have 
not  forgot,  and  do  not  fail  to  recriminate  5 
they  brand  him  with  a  name  the  moft  op* 
probrious  in  their  language,  and  cxpreffive 
of  the  moft  daftardly  cowardice.  Some  of 
them  have  faid  to  me,  *^  We  expe6l  little 
good  from  any  of  the  race  of  Sheemas-a'^ 
caccagh^  i.  e.  Sh      n  James/' 

The  Irifli  troops  I  find  lie  under  the  im- 
putation of  generally  behaving  ill  at  home* 
And  therefore  Voltaire  clafTes  Ireland 
among  thofe  nations  which  feem  formed 
for  fobjcQion,  while  he  admits  that  **  her 
troops  behave  well  abroad/'  This  lively, 
but  inaccurate  writer,  could  not  have  forgot, 
that,  at  the  battle  of  Blenheim,  Lord  Clare's 
dragoons  alone  were  vidorious.  on  the  fide 
of  the  French,  having  cut  to  pieces  a  Ger- 
man regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Goore,-^that  like  glory  attended  them  at 
Ramillies, — and   that   the   Irifli   regiments 

of 

•  "  King  James  came  to  Dublin  (after  the  battle  of  the 
Boyne)  under  a  very  indecent  confternation.  He  faid  all 
was  loil.  He  had  an  army  in  England  that  could  have  fouglity 
but  would  not;  and  now  he  had  an  army  that  would  have 
fought,  but  could  not.  This  was  not  very  gratefully  nor 
decently  fpokcn  by  him,  who  was  amongft  the  firft  that  fled." 
Burnet,  p.  51. 
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of  Dillon  and  Burke  favcd,  not  only  Cre- 
monl,  but  the  whole  French  army  in 
Italy. 

This  adion  was  of  fuch  eclat^  that  it 
was  faid  in  the  Britifh  Houfc  of  Commons, 
that  the  Irifli  abroad  had  done  more  mif- 
chief  to  the  allies  than  they  could  have 
done  at  home,  by  being  repoffefled  of  their 
eflates.  They  tell  you  it  was  Ligonier's 
horfe,  to  a  man  Irifh,  which  prcferved  the 
king* a.  perfon,  and  thereby  gained  the  battle 
of  Dettingen.  Many  other  cafes  are  ad- 
duced to  the  fame  purpofe  *.     It  was,  pro- 

*     T  2  bably, 

^  Henry  VIII.  was  attended  to  Calais  by  a  confiderable 
body  of  Irifh  forces,  who  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  un- 
daunted fpirit.  I'he  army  were  aftonifhed  at  feeing  them  tra« 
verfe  the  country  with  an  agility  to  which  they  had  been  trained 
in  their  own  wars ;  and  were  terrified  at  the  ferocity  of  their 
execution,  as  well  as  at  their  intrepidity.  Lelaod's  Hillory, 
Vol.  2.  p.  185. 

Dr.  Maty— -in  his  life  of  Lord  Chefterfield,  publifhed  fince 
thefe  ieuers  were  firt  printed— afcribea  to  the  Iriih  brigade 
the  turn  of  the  day»  at  the  battle  of  Fontenoy,  in  favour  of  xhe 
French.  See  Sc£l.  5,  and  his  note  upon  the  paflagc,  whereia 
this  fa{t  19  Paid  to  be  afcertained  by  Colonel  Drumgold  ;  who 
publiihed  two  letters  in  French,  on  purpofe  to  expofe  the  fal- 
cious  accounts,  of  the  battle  of  Fontonoy,  given  by  Vol- 
taire. 
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bably,    reflcdions   of   this    nature  which 
produced  the  following  lines  of  Swift : 

Her  matchltfs  fons,  whofe  valour  ftill  remains. 
On  French  records,  for  twenty  long  campaigns  ;.. 
Yet  from  an  Emprefs,  now  a  captive  grown. 
She  faved  Britannia's  rights,  and  loft  her  own. 

After  all,  what  is  meant  by  behaving  ill  at 
home  i  Is  it  any  thing  more  than  to  fay, 
that  the  frequent  infurredlions  of  a  divided 
people,  whofe  war  was  undifciplined,  as 
their  peace  was  uncivilized,  were  always 
fuppreffed,  by  the  regular  forces  of  a  great 
and  powerful  nation?  If  the  Irifh  had 
tamely  acquiefced  under  that  fubmiffiyc 
padion  ftruck  between  fome  of  their 
chiefs  and  Henry  IL  there  might  have 
been  fome  grounds  for  the  cenfure  of 
Voltaire. 

Sir  John  Davies,  among  the  many  caufes 
affigned  why  Ireland  was  not  brought  un- 
der obedience  to  the  crown  of  England, 
before  the  reign  of  James  I.  every  where 
commends  the  prowefs,  and  other  natural 
endowments  of  the  people.  A  ftruggle, 
though  unfuccefsful,  for  liberty,almoft  unin- 
terrupted for  above  400  years,  is  certainly  no 
fymptom  of  a  country  formed  for  fubjedion. 

But 
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But  this  firugglelafledinuchliMiger,  and  had 
Sir  John  come  later  into  life,  he  would  have 
ieen,  that  Ireland  was  at  that  time  far  from 
bemg  fubdued.  The  being  iubdued  does 
not  argue  the  being  formed  for  fubjedion. 
The  Britons  were  completely  fubdued  by  the 
Romans^and  if  Britain  had  been  formed  for 
fubjedion,  we  could  not,  at  this  day,  boail 
of  being  the  moft  free  people  in  Europe.  In 
the  hiftory  of  this  cou  ntry,  I  do  not  find  any 
period. ill  which,  it  difcd^^efed  fuch  defpbn- 
dence,  as  our  ancestors  did  in  that  humi- 
liatingletter,  T^e groans  of  the  Britons  to  the 
Conful  Aetius.  '  "^        . 

But  be  this  as.. it  may,  the  behaviour  of 
the  \n(hat  hom£.  even  in  the  laA  war,  was 
far  from  contemptible.  They  were  routed^ 
it  is  true,  at  the  Boyne,  in  their  firft  ge-. 
neral  engagement, .  by  the  bed  generals,  and 
the  beft  troops  then  jn  Europe  ;  their  king, 
in  whofe  caufe  they  bled,  Handing  at  a 
dii^ce,  and  (hewing  hi mfelf  thereby  un- 
worthy of  wearing  any  longer  that  crown, 
for  which  he  contended. 

At  Ihe.conclufion  of  the  war,  "  during 
the  treaty  of  Limerick,  a  faying  of  Sarf- 
field  deferves  to  be  remembered,  for  it  was 
much  talked  of,  all  Europe  over.    He  afked 
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fome  of  theEtfgliflisfiuJcrB  ifthey  Iiad  not 
Qoine  to^.a,  bf^ter^c^niooTof  ,(ihe.  Iriih,i  -hy 
their  .bpbftvipiir.  during  .this  wa^'^  And 
whercfls.Tjlwy  faid  that  lit  was  much  the 
fame  tlcal  it':  had  ialwaya.;'been,  -Sarafidd 
anfweiedirrr-,ThoUgb  low,  as  we.are  noiw, 
change  bwtikingg,  4nd;.w0'wilt  iight'it,^vcr 
again  with,;grbu  '^.":-::  '■■.■,^j  .      .  ■  :.>j:  r- 

TfcfjS.jWas,  ;:hat  br^yi.  Jfift  genefii»!,w|jfl 
undertook  the  d^f^^cCjCf.iLimerjiik^  •^h'^P 
delpairqd.pf  by  itnc  rfeiig^  general,  and 
who  gavp  the  i*rincc  of  Orange,  ^uf}ie4 
with  vii^bryat  the  BoyiJe,'  liich  a  i^pplfe, 
that  he  was  obh'ged  to  ralfe  the  fiege. 

Biif  ihTs'Very' DeJghbdtirho(*!^ui'ninii^  a 
fcene,' '  itiicte  the  inftj' difpTaycd  ■a'fficaeli^ 
liefsTPprthy'a  better  capfe.'  Th<J 'field  'bf 
Aghriim  is-  b'ut  a  few  "MireSf'h(;noc',''when5 
feihg Jarht^i'B  army,  underVthic  cbtiddd'bf 
Si.  Ruth,  was  upon  the  jioint  of  ^airiihg  a 
complete  victory,'  through  thd  dint  biF^opii 
behaviour,  When  the  fafl  of'their^Heta'I 
turned  the  fcale,  and'eftaJblifted  fe]ng'WiI- 
liam  on  the  throne  of  Ehgiyiiii.    '      '    " 

The  hiftoriographer  of  tticfc  Wdrs|' relates 
feveral  inftances  of  the"  fujierftitibn  of.  (he 
Irifh,  in.  regard  to  prbphefies.  '"^ild  frbm 

hi? 
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his  own  atteHation  c^r.tlie  cotppletion  of 
one  of  them,  Jie  fcema  to  have  )}a4  fome 
faith  in  tbem.  ,1  fhail  fet  them  <}own  only 
as  th&|r  mark  .  the  manners  .  of  the.  place 
and  time.         •  .      .     -    1  ;      ;     r'?  .. 

"  I.  have";  Ijeard,  iays.this  writeri-:7wl^o 
wa?  chajplain  of  an  Ehgtiih  regiment— fbme 
C)f  t1;}e  Irjfii.tell  usj  before  we  got  thither, 
itWt|W?  (h^l4,»pt;fuccee^  in  the  firft.fiegc 
of  Limerick,  .^nd;  {he^  liad  no  other 
grounds  for  itj  l)ut  Jjppaufe  one  of  their 
propheiies  faid  ib." — He  adds,  that  Colonel 
GoFdQQ.O'^^lJ  and  &Y^ral  other  officers, 
whet  w'eri^  tajipQ  priiQ^e^s.  at  Aghrim«.  made 
m^ntH>^  of  a  dubioy^,.  [^rophefy,.  pronounc- 
ing that  a  'great  battii;  'fvas  to  be  fought 
there,  and  that  in  ctinvbing  up.  the  .h.Uls, 
tne  "Englilh  flipijld, , /fi^jj,  their  coats  too 
heavy  for  them.'  i  : 

He  ^llflde?  to  twp  o\h^  pr(>php(ies  nien- 
tioned  l}y.:the  hiflpri^qs  of.  the.  periods  to 
which  ttjey*  ^poiht.  .,0nf  of  them  is  vouched 
by  Lcird  JBrc^ill,  y^hp  ijcfeated  the  Iriih, 
when  Irpton,  lay  befor^j, Limerick,  in  the 
very  fpQt  .prcdided-  .Tihe  fadi  is  circum- 
Hantially  related  by,  Cw:  "  Lord  Broghill 
palTed  the  river  early  in  the  morning,  and 
met  with  fome  Irilh  gentlemen,  under  his 
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protedion  ;  who  told  him,  they  came  thither 
out  of  curiofity,  becaufe  of  a  prophefy 
amongft  them,  that  the  lajl  battle  in  Ire^ 
land  Jbmld  he  at  Kmcknaclajhy.  Where- 
upon the  Lord  Broghill  afked  them  who 
was  to  have  the  vidory  by  their  prophefy  ? 
They  (hook  their  heads  and  faid,  the  Eng^ 
lijby  It  is,  however,  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  Irifh  maintained  .the  field  long  with 
undaunted  bravery,  and  though  difordpred 
by  a  fineffe  of  Lord. Broghill,  they  rallied, 
and  bid  fair  to  recover  the  day, 

w         \    ^  ,        .  , 

f 

The  other  prophefy  alluded  to,  the  fame 
writer  fays,  pointed  out  the  fpot  nfeir  Kin- 
fale,  where  the  Spaniards '  landed  iii  the 
Elizabethian  war,  and  alio,  ttie  grquild 
where  the  great  CNial  v^ras  ddTeatcdV  it 
having  been  fhewn  to  Lord  IVibntjby,  £e- 
veral  days  before.  But  Moryfon,  who  wais 
fecretary  to  that  lord,  and  who  wrote  the 
hiftory  of  that  war,  tells  the  ftory  fome- 
what  differently.  He  fays,  ••  that  an  old 
writteri  book  was  fhewed  to  the  Lord  De- 
puty, wherein  was  a  prophefy  naming  the 
ford  and  the  hill;  where  this  battle  was 
given,  and  foretelling  a  great  overthrow  to 
befal  the  Irifh  Jn  that  place.'* 

I  do 
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I  do  not  find  that  witches  have  ever  en- 
gaged the  fuperftition  of  this  country  ;  on 
the  contrary ,  I  have  heard  it  boafied,  that 
an  Irijb  Witch  was  never  heard  of.  But 
the  Fairy  Mythology  is  fwallowed  with  the 
wide  throat  of  credulity.  Every  parifh  has 
its  jgreen,  and  its  thorn,  v^here  thefe  little 
fetifU  are  believed  to  hold  their  merry  meet- 
ings; and  dance  their  frc4ic  rounds.  Thofe 
fort^  and  mcfuntS  1  have  defcribed  to  you, 
are  all  regarded  as  fairy  land,  where  the  pig- 
ray  grandees  keep  their  moon- (hine  courts, 
and  ilar^light  affemblies. 

It  would  be  difiicult  to  tempt  any  com- 
mon'labourer,;  and  Ibme  could  not  be  tempt- 
ed,-to  apply  their  fpade  to  thefe  y^rr^^  re- 
miains  •,  for  they  would  be  certain  that  fbme 
evil  muft  befel  either  themfelves,  or  their 
family,  or  their  cattle,  before  the  expiration 
of  a -year.  J  hive  fbcn  one  oithoite If -Jiones^ 
— lik^  a  thin  triangular  flint,  not  half  an 
inch  diameter,— ^with  which  they  fuppofe 
the  fairies  defir<^  their  cows.  And  when 
thefe  animals  are  tetzed  with  a  certain  dif- 
order,  to  which  they  are  very  incident,  they 

fay  they  are  elf-Jhot. 

•■»  • 

But  I  have  givtSi  you  more  than  enough 
pfthistrafh.     Adieu. 
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•    I     >  I       '     ■ 


LB  T  T  E  R     XXX; 

■  I     :     ■  .    •  ■     '  ■  » \    ■    • -.  ■  "L     •  t : 


iVS  the  Iri(h  i|q-  fQfieig;ii.ibrvioes  rfu^ffttSr 
I  ihotild  have !  tb^hli  iifc  Q0edl«ft;.to,r'j% 

others,. haS  not  becio'iatcly!iefew«fc-j  .T<> 
thefe  refledions  I  (h^  .bcig  le^vq  [tQ,4^j>«fc 
the  teftimony  of  Spencer,  which,  1  believe, 
16  as  juftas  it  is  honouraHi$»  c!  I  hftve/hf^d, 
iays  hei  fame  great  waxjriprs  &yy:th«t(iA*aU 
the  feryices  which  tji/^y  ih94  ^^enafatro^d^liia 
foreign.  PQuntries,  ;th!^  ^^eyjHf  :&tF.%A«>r? 
comely  man  than  the  |f}(hiJ)dQv  ^>^^^  tMil^ 
i^meth  on  more  bravely itp  hji§  phargQ^,';r;,tf 
they  have  failed  a^:hojiii^  <^an  we  at^fi^nte 
this  to  any  thing  buli  w^nt  of  difcipJipe? 
Their  condu ft  at  AghflSE^^  co0tr4|ifad:tOr!;hat 
,at  the  Boyne  but,a .y^j:  before,  ihd^H  thftt, 
in  a  very  ihort  time,,  ;^they  cap  aoqui-re  rjftepr 
dinefs  etdnat  hojnet.  •   '^;  /?*;.-:» 


,»'. 


It  {hould  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  In- 
Hiikilliners,'  and  defenders  of  Londovdeorry, 

.  '..jj         ^■..  .»  .-.werp 
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were  IrJfljt  ^r  well  aa  their  opponents.  And 
if  thefe  betrayed  an  inferiority  when  op- 
^fed  to  men  free  and  aecuftomed  to  arms, 
it  only  ifceiTO  .what  ikvery  and  a  difufe  of 
arms  will  efFe<2.  Etiam  fera  animalia^  Ji 
claiijii  ienedsy  'ViHutis  x)bkvifcunturJ 

*lls  to  the' "perfottal  courage  of  the  indivi- 
dulBs  of  this  cOrintry,  1  have  rtevet  heard  it 
dilputid!'^  National  refledion  rather  brands 
it  with*«K  hardihoodof  ^irit.  Shakefpedr, 
who  of  all  men  had  the  deepeft  infight  into 
humaii  hatUre,  has  left  us  a  portrait  of  the 
Irifh  charadler  in  thi«^lrafe;a^1ike  as  if  they 
had  fat  for  the  pidbfelbtrt^^efterday.  .The 
likenefs  is  fo  very  ilriking  that  I  cannot  re- 
frain ^vin]g*  an  caijafti-^Captaixi  Fltrellin, 
the  Wclchpiati,  twAntiri^  find  the  tee 
fome'hiiHs*  Relative  tdVhe  fctondud  of  the 
jQege.pf  Jigr^eur^  is  tpld  by  Gower^  thajt 


«  <•  •  •  •  ) 


'he.,d^ke  of  Glpucerfier  is  altogctfier 

•   -••  a  .  >*■■./ 


t'l  ■  'I  •    '"  -''if 


.  Plu.  It  iSf-Captaln.il^j^OT^rr/V,  IS  it  not? 
By  Chejbu  ^e  is  an  afs  as  in  the  wprfiiV  I 
will  verify  as  much  in  his  beard.  *He  has 
no  more  diredions  in  the  true  difciplines  of 

the 


284  A  PHILOSOPHICAL  SURVEY 

the  wars,  look  you^  of  the  Raman  diiciplines, 
than  is  a  puppy-dog. 

Enter  Macmorris  and  Captain  Janiy. 

'       .  ■    •      *- 
Flu.  Captain  Macmorris,  I  beieec]^  you 

now,  will  you  vouchfafe  xne^  look  ^tf^a 

few  difputations  with  you,  as  partly  towi* 

ing  or  concerning  the  difcipline  oLthe  int^ 

the  Roman  wars,  in  the  lyay  of  ^gument, 

look   you,    and    friendly  commiq|ication ; 

partly,  to  fatisfy  my  opinion,  and  partly, 

look  you,  for  the  £itisfa6|tion  of  my  mind 

as  touching  t|ie  diredion   of  the    military 

diicipline,  that  is  -the  point* 

yamy.  It  fall  be  very  gud,  gud  feith,  gud 
Captains  bath.  And  I  fall  quit  you.with  gud 
love,  as  I  may  pick  occafion ;  that  faj^ll,  marry. 

Mac.  It  is  no  time  to  diicourf^^^  fo  Chrifh 
iave  me :  the  day  is  hot,  and  the  weq^er, 
and  the  wars,  and  the  king,  aiid  ^^^^H^i 
it  is  no  time  to  difcourfe ;  the  towriH  bc- 
feech'd,  and  the  trumpets  call  us  to  the 
breach,  and  we  talk,  and  by  Chrifh  do  no- 
thing; 'tis  a  fhanie  for  us  all;  fo  God  fa' 
me ;  'tis  a  fhame  to  fland  flill ;  it  is  fhame.by 

my 
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my  hand  ;  and  there  is  throats  to  be  cut, 
and  works  to  be  done,  and  there  is  nothing 
done,  fo  Chrifh  fa*  me  law. 

Jamy.  By  the  mafs,  ere  thefe  eyes  of 
mine  take  themfelves  to  flomber,  aile  do 
gud  fervice  or  aile  ligge  i*th'  ground  for  it  ^ 
ay,  or  go  to  death  ^  and  aile  pay  it  as  valor- 
oufly  as  I  may,  that  fall  1  furely  do  the 
breff  and  the  long ;  marry,  I  wad  full  fain 
heard  ibme  queftion  between  you  tway. 

Flu.  Captain  Macmorris,  I  think,  look 
you,  under  your  corredion,  there  is  not 
many  of  your  nation  ■ 

Mac.  Of  my  nation  ?  What  i(h  my  na- 
tion? I(h  a  villain  and  a  baftard,  and  a 
knave  and  a  rafeal— What  is  my  nation  ? 
Who  talks  of  my  nation  ? 

Fhi.  Look  you,  if  you  take  the  matter 
otherwife  than  is  meant.  Captain  Mac- 
morris, peradventure  1  (hall  think  you  do 
not  uie  me  with  that  affability  as  in  difcre- 
tion  you  ought  to  uie  me,  look  you ;  being 
as  good  a  man  as  yOurfelf,  both  in  the  dii^ 
ciplines  of  the  wars,  and  in  the  derivation 
of  my  birth  and  in  other  particularities. 

Mac. 


\ 
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Mac.  I  do  not  know  you  fo  good  9  man 
as  myfclf :  fo  Chrifh  fave  me,  I  will  cut  off 
your  head, 

Gmjoer.  Gentlemen  both,  you  mifiake 
each  other." 

1  write  you  this  from  the  Connau^ht 
fide  of  the  Shannon,  from  that  county, 
particularly,  which  gave  birth  and  title  to 
Dillon,  Lord  Rofcommon ;  in  whofe  pane-^ 
gyric  Pope  feems.  to  have  contended  with 
Dryderi, 

The  Mufes  empire  is  reftored  again 

In  Charles's  reign^  and  by  Rofcommon's  pen. 

Dryden. 

r 

To  whom  the  wit  of  Greece  and  Rome  were  kniown^ 
And  every  author's  merit,  but  his  own.      '  » 

F09B. 

But  this  county  boafts  of  a  ftill  greater  ho- 
nour, the  birth  of  the  much  lamented  Oli- 
ver Goldfmith.  I  have  learned  a  very 
curious  anecdote  of  this  extraordinary  man,  w 
from  the  widow  of  a  Dodor  RadclifFe,  who 
had  been  his  Tutor  in  Trinity  College 
Dublin.  She  mentioned  to  me  a  very  long 
letter  from  him,  which  {he  had  often  heard 
her  hufband  read  to  his  friends,  upon  the 

commence- 
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commencement  of  Goldfmith's  celebrity. 
But  this,  with  other  thiiigs  of  more  value, 
was  unfortunately  loft  by  accidental  fire, 
fince  her  hufband's  death. 

It  appears,  that  the  beginning  of  his  ca- 
reer was  one  continued  ftruggle  againft  the 
waves  of  adverfity.  Upon  his  firft  going  to 
England  hie  was  in  fuch  diftrefs,  that  he 
would  have  gladly  becohie  an  u(her  to  a 
country  fchool ;  *  but  fb  defthute  was  he  of 
friends  to  recommend  him,  that  he  could 
not,  without  difiiculty,  obtain  even  this 
low  department.  The  matter  of  the  fchool 
fcrupled  to  emplby  him,  without  fome  tefti- 
monial  of  his  paft  life.  Goldfmith  referred 
him  to  his  tutor,  at  college,  for  a  character ; 
but,  all  this  while,  he  went  ufider  a  feigned 
name.  From  this  refource,  therefore,  one 
would  think,  that  little  in  his  favour  could 
be  even  hoped  for.  But  he  only  wanted 
to  ferve  a  prefent  exigency— an  ufherfliip 
was  not  his  objedl. 

In  this  ftreight,  he  writes  a  letter  to  Dr. 
RadclifFe,  imploring  him,  as  he  tendered 
the  welfare  of  an  old  pupil,  not  to  anfwer 
a  letter  which  he  would  probably  receive, 
the    fame    port   with   his   own,   from  the 

fchool- 
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ichoolmafler.  He  added,  that  he  had  good 
rea£bns  for  concealing^  both  from  him  and 
the  reft  of  the  workl, .  his  name,  and  the 
real  date  of  his  cafe  :  every  circumflance  of 
which  he-  promifed  to  cpmoiunicate  upon 
fbme  future  occafion.  His  tutor,:  embar- 
raiTed  enough  before  to  know  what  anfwer 
he  fhould  give,  refblved  at  lad  to  give  none. 
And  thus  W9S  poor  Gddfmith  fnatched 
from  between  the  horns  of  his  preient  di- 
lemma, and  fuffered  to  drag  on  a  mi&rable 
life  for  a  few  probationary  months. 

It  was  not  till  after  his  return  to  London^ 
from  his   rambles  over  great    part  of  the 
world,  and  after  having  got  fome  fure  fix)t- 
ing  on  this  flippery  globe,  that  he  at  length 
wrote  to  Dr.  RadclifFe,  to  thank  him  for 
not  anfwering  the  fchoolmafter*s  letter,  and 
to  fulfil  his  promife  of  giving  the  hiftory  of 
the  whole  tranfadion.     It  contained  a  co- 
mical narrative  of  his  adventures  from  his 
leaving  Ireland  to  that  time:  Hismuficalta-. 
lents  having  procured  him  a  welcome  recep-^ 
tion  wherever  he  went.    My  authority  fays, 
her  hufband  admired  this  letter  more  than 
any  part  of  his  works.     But  (he  would  not 
venture  to  truft  her  memory  in  detailing 

particulars. 
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particulars.  Which,  after  all,  could  not 
appear  very  intq-efling,  but  from  his  ovm 
manner  of  Aating  them.     Adieu. 


•     4    ' 


F 


LETTER      XXXr. 

Dublin,  Nov.  y,  iJJS-  ' 

ROM  Athloae,  I  took  the  ftage- coach 
to  Dublin,  as  well  to  gratify  my  curi- 
ofity  in  feeing  the  manners  of  the  Iriih  in 
this  vehicle,  as  from  the  apprehenfion  of  an 
approaching  change  of  weather.  I  muft 
remark,  by  the  bye,  that  our  weather  has 
turned  out  more  favourable  than  lexpeded  5 
the  roads  were  dufty  all  the  laft  week  of 
OQober ;  and  except  on  the  19th,  that  day 
fo  fatal  to  thoufands  at  fea,  my  expedition 
was  not  once  incommoded  by  rain. 

I  never  enjoyed  a  frolic  more  than  tny  paf- 
iage  in  the  flage.  Our  company  confifted  of 
an  elderly  lady-of  fome  fafhion  and  her  maid, 
the  fon  of  a  nobleman,  a  young  buxom  lafs 
from  Rolcommon,  and  a  country  fquire  from 
Galway.  Well-bred  people  are  the  fame 
everywhere.  So  that  variety  was  only  to  be 
found  in  the  two  laft  mentioned  of  my  fel- 

U  low- 
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low- travellers.  The  girl  could  not  be  above 
eighteen.  She  was  dreffed  in  a  plain  riding- 
habit,  with  a  hat  and  feather.  You  would 
rather  praife  the  neatnefs  than  the  richneis 
of  her  drefs.  But  for  her  perfon,  that  in- 
deed was  rich  in  all  the  gifts  of  nature ;  it 
was  of  the  middle  fize,  but  of  fhape  the 
moft  corred.  Her  face  had  the  rofy  virgin 
tint  of  innocence  and  health.  It  was  that 
florid  bloom  which  the  gj^inted  Dolls,  who 
haunt  our  fcenes,  afFcdl,  but  never  can  ac- 
quire: or  rather,  it  was  that  young  and 
purple  light  of  love,  which  Reynolds  may 
conceive,  but  cannot  paint.  Her  features 
Were  all  turned  to  the  fofteft  harmony. 
And  though  embarraffed,  (he  was  never 
awkward.  If  a  mauvaife  honte  (bmetimes 
fufTufcd  her  cheeks,  her  fenfibility  added 
grace  to  her  blulhes. 

Our  fquire,  you  may  fuppofe,  was  not 
without  feelings,  but  he  was  devoid  of  fen- 
timent.  He  was  that  very  Hibernian  I  had 
fo  often  heard  of,  but  nevex  noticed  before. 
They  were  utter  ftrangers  to  each  other  i 
and  her  lovelinefs  excited  his  curiofity  to 
know  her  connedions.  He  afked  her  a 
thoufand  queftions  to  extrad  the  fecret :  I 

fuppofe. 
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fuppofc,  Madam,  fays  he,  you  know  fuch 
and  fuch  people,  "&c.  &c.  At  length,  he 
happened  to  hit  on  fome  df  their  common 
friends.  This  naturally  led  oui"  hero  to  dif- 
play  all  his  talents  to  captivate  this  innocent 
girl.  And  his  manners,  conformable  to 
her  own,  gave  him  an  unrivalled  prefer- 
ence^ 

What  moft  evidently  prevailed,  abjlt  in^ 
vidia^  and  what  betrayed  her  into  all  the 
Chefterfieldian  indecorums  of  laughter,  was 
his  addfeiling  her  in  Irifh.  And  when  he 
had  a  mind  to  be  tender,  beyond  expreiCon 
in  plain  profe,  he  would  accoft  her  with  an 
Irifh  fong  5  which  he  fang  with  great  fbft- 
nefs.  The  gentleman  was  pCrfedly  good- 
humoured,  and  had  a  high  flow  of  animal 
fpirits.  You  could  not  have  been  difpleafed 
with  the  difplay  of  this  native  charadler.  I 
was  delighted  with  it,  for  it  was  original,  and 
I  had  hitherto  feen  only  the  copy.  It  gave 
me  alfb  an  opportunity  of  oblcrving,  that 
the  Irifh  language  fpoken  by  this  pair  was 
far  from  being  difagreeable  i  it  was  very 
different  from  that  which  I  had  heard  from 
the  vulgar  in  the  flreets ;  and  nothing  could 
be  more  melodious  than  it  was  when  fung. 

U  2  The 
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The  country  from  Athlone  to  Dublin 
gradually  improves  in  cultivation  through 
Weflmeath,  Meath,  and  Kildare,  notwith-* 
Handing  the  two  former  are  principally 
grazing  counties.  We  lay  a  night  on 
the  iDad,  at  a  good  inn  in  a  fmall  town 
called  Kinnigad^  where  feveral  ftages  put  up 
as  well  as  ours.  We  pafled  through  feveral 
villages,  not  one  of  which  indicated  the 
exercifc  of  any  manufadure  except  Kil- 
cock,  which  has  a  thriving  afpedt :  and 
here,  I  was  told,  that  the  women  fpin  their 
own  flax,  and  that  the  men  were  chiefly 
employed  in  day-labour,  for  the  neighbour- 
ing farmers,  who  are  here  the  moft  fkilful 
and  wealthy  in  the  kingdom.  But  the 
towns  on  this  road  were  happily  divefted  of 
that  diftreffing  appearance  of  fordid  penury, 
which  the  Munfter  villages  of  the  fame 
fize  generally  wore  j  and  the  inns  were  uni- 
verfally  good. 

And  now  having  finifhed  my  little  tour 
through  two  provinces  of  Ireland,  and  ru- 
minating upon  what  I  have  feen,  I  mufl 
fay,  and  I  cannot  fay  it  in  words  fo  authori- 
tative as  thofe  of  Sir  John  Davies,  "  I  have 
obferved  the  good  temperature  of  the  air, 

the 
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the  fruitfulnefs  of  the  foil,  the  pleafant  and 
commodious  feats  for  habitation,  the  fafe 
and  large  ports  and  havens,  lying  open  for 
traffic  into  all  the  weftern  parts  of  the 
world,  the  long  inlets  of  many  navigable 
rivers,  and  fo  many  great  lakes  and  frefh 
ponds  within  the  land,  as  the  like  are  not 
to  be  feen  in  any  part  of  Europe  ;  and  laftly, 
the  bodies  and  minds  of  the  people  endued 
with  ejctrwrdinary  abilities  of  nature/' 

After  confidering  all  this,  yet  feeing  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  greater,  and  cer- 
tainly the  heft  part  of  what  I  have  fecn,  in- 
ftead  of  being  in  a  progreflive  ftate  of  im- 
provement, is  verging  to  depopulation; 
that  the  inhabitaqts  ^^ro  either  moping  un« 
dcr  the  fuUen  gloom  of  inadiyc- indigence, 
or  blindly  aflerting  the  rights  of  nature  in 
nodurnal  infurre<3ions,  attended  with  cir^ 
cumftances  of  ruinous  devaftation  and  fa- 
vage  cruelty,  muft  we  not  conclude  th^t 
there  are  political  errors  fomewhere  ? 

Cruelty  is  not  in  the  nature  of  thefe 
people  more  than  of  ot^er  men,  for  they 
have  many  cqftoms  among  them,  which 
difcover  uncommon  gentlenefs,  kindnefs  and 
^ffeflioq.     Nor  are  they  fingular  in  their 

hatred 


s. 
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hatred  of  labour  •,  Tacitus's  charader  given 
of  the  Germans,  applies  to  them,  and  all 
mankind  in  a  rude  ftate,  mira  diverfitate 
naturae^  cum  iidem  homines  fie  ament  inertiam^ 
Jic  oderint  quiet  em.  At  prefent  their  hands 
are  tied  up,  and  they  have  neither  the  a(^i- 
vity  of  a  favage,  nor  the  induftry  of  a  ci- 
vilized people.  There  is  no  neceflity  for 
recurring  to  natural  difpofition,  when  the 
political  Gonftitution  obtrudes  upon'^  us  fo 
many  obvious  and  fufficient  caufes  of  the 
\     fad  effects  v^e  complain  p£ 

The  firft  is,  the  ftiffering  avarice  to  con- 
vert the  arable  lands  into  pafture.  The 
evils  arifing  from  this  cuftom  in  England, 
vjcxQ  fo  grievous,  that  Lord  Bacon  tells  us, 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIL  a  ftatute  was 
enaded  to  remedy  them.  But  the  mifchief 
ftill  increafing,  Henry  VIII.  revived  all  the 
antient  ftatutes,  and  caufed  them  to  be  put 
in  execution.  Yet,  notwithftanding  this 
care,  fo  great  was  the  difcontent  of  the 
people,  from  poverty  occafioned  by  decay 
of  tillage  and  increafe  of  pafturage,  that 
they  rofe  in  adual  rebellion  in  the  reign  of 
pdward  VI.    and   fharpened  by   indigence 

and 
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andoppreiflon^demolifbed  in  many  counties 
the  greatefl  part  of. the  inclofure?. 

Here  you  fee  an  ex^£t  prototype  of  the 
prelent  difturbances  in  Munfter,  carried  on 
by  the  rabble,  originally  called  Leyellers^ 
from  their  levelling  the  inclofurcs  of  com- 
mons, but  now  White  Boy s^  from  their  wear- 
ing their  (hirts  over  thfir  cpat3,  for  the  lake 
of  diftindlion  in  the  night.  There  it  was  a 
rebellion,  here  it  \s  ovXy  ?l  ^t-Yi^t'inixxx^ 
redion,  difavowed  by;  every  body.;  ajid  the 
impotence  of  thofe  engaged  to  do  amy  thing 
efFe<^ual,  drives  them  into  wanton  and  ma- 
Iignant  ads  of  cruelty  pn  individuals..  Hope- 
lefs  of  redrcfs,  they  ^  are  provoked  to  ^Qs  of 
defperatioR, 


■*  «-»         r     I  \ 


The  rebellion  in  England  did  not  remove 
the  evil}  it  was  not,  however,  altogether 
fruitless ;  a  commiilion  was  appointed  tq 
enquire  mto  the  caufe  of  it,  and  from  a 
proclamation  thereupon  ifTued,^  it  appears, 
that  government  became  poffefTed  of  the 
true  ftate  of  the  cafe,/  It  is  fo  remarkably 
appofite  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  fouth  of 
Ireland,  that  I  cannot  forbear  citing  an  ex- 
trad  or  two  from  it.  It  fets  forth,  *'  that 
the  kin^,  and  the  reft  of  the  privy  council 

were 
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were  pet  in  remembrance  by  divers  piti- 
ful complaintfi  of  the^  poor  fubj^ds,'  as  well 
as  by  other  wife  and  difcreet  men,  that  of 
late,  by  cnclofing  arftblte  gfX)i3nd,  many  had 
been  driven  to  extremes  pdverty,  and  com- 
pelled to  lea:*e  the  J^laeiss  where  they  were 
born,  and  leek  their  livings  in  other  coiin- 
tries;  in  fo  much,  a«  fri  times  paft,  where 
ten,  twenty,  yea  in  foiine  places,  two  hun- 
dred people  have  b6ai**iHhabi  ting,  there  is 
nothing  noW -butfheep  ^nd  bullocks.  All 
that  lawd  wTrich  was^  heretofore  tilled  arid 
occupied  by'fd  many  ttien,  is  now  'gotten, 
by  the  '  inl&tiable  greedihefs  of  men,' 'into 
one  or  two  rtfpn*s  hatiBsi  '^hd  fcarcely  (dwelt 
upon  by  one  poor:  ifhcphtilxi,  fo  that  the 
realm  is  thereby  brought  into  marvellous 
defolation,  &c." 


I    •      * 


Something  more  was  atterhptcd  by  Qileen 
Elizabeth,  but  little  or  nothing'  was  acCom- 
plifhed.  And  can  we  wonder  that  little 
could  be  accomplifhed,  when  the'interefts 
and  prejudices  of  the /Great  were  againft 
tillage  J  and  when  fo  able  a  man  as  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  infifted  upon  the  inipofli- 
bility  of  making  grain  a  ftaple  cotnmodity 
in  England.     But  a  niuch  greater  man  than 

Raleigh, 
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Raleigh,  the  immortal  Bacon,  fupported  the 
declining  canfc  of  agriculture,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  found  philofophy,  and  confiftcnt 
policy.  Yet,  fo  undiftinguifhing  was  the 
ignorance  of  thofe  times,  that  his  leflbns 
were  unheeded,  and  fcarcity  prevailed  for 
the  two  fucceeding  reigns. 

The  cafe  of  Ireland  is  now  like  that  of 
England  then.  Every  man,  conneded  with 
the  interefis  of  graziers,  or  fwayed  by  their 
prejudices,  will  tell  you,  very  dogmatically, 
that  tillage  can  never  fucceed  in  Ireland. 
It  is  indeed  vifible,  from  the  lorry  imple- 
ments of  labour  (till  in  uie,  that  agriculture 
never  hasarrived  at  any  high  degree  of  per- 
fedion;  yet' it  is  equally  vifible,  from  the 
veftiges  of  the  plough,  and  from  the  evi- 
dence of  hiftory,  that  Munfter  was  once 
as  well  cultivated,  and  as  populous  as  any 
part  of  this  kingdom. 

But  to  return  to  Wbite-Boyifm ;  what  mea- 
fures  have  l?een  taken  for  laying  this  fpirit  ? 
None  that  I  hear  of,  but  that  of  offering  re- 
wards  for  apprehenfions  and  difcoveries.  Yet 
I  have  heard  it  remarked,  as  part  of  the  Irifli 
charafler,  that  no  reward  has  been  ever  found 
fufficient  to  tempt  the  accomplices,  in  this 

or 
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or  any  other  mifdemeanor,  to  betray  each 
other.  Some  of  thefe  wretched  culprits 
have^  however,  been  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, but  no  inquiry  has  been  ipade  into 
the  real  caufe  of  the  infnrgency,  no  com- 
ipiffion  has  been  iffued  as  in  England.  Th\s 
evil  muft,  neverthelefs,  originate  from  fome 
other  caufe  than  mere  depravity  of  nature  ; 
for  to  fuppofe  that  a  fet  of  people  fhould 
confpire  to  run  the  rilque  of  being  hanged 
and  gibbeted,  for  the  mere  pleafure  of  do- 
ing  raifchief  to  their  neighbours,  would 
^rgue  a  degree  of  diabolifm,  not  tp  be  found 
in  the  human  heart. 

Some  would  infinuate  that  Popery  is  at 
the  bottom  of  what  they  call  this  dark 
affair ;  and  to  give  their  opinion  an  air  of 
probability,  they  tell  you,  that  the  firft 
rifing  of  thefe  deluded  people  was  in  the 
very  year  that  Thurot  made  a  landing  in 
the  north  of  Ireland,  and  that  Conjlans  was 
to  have  attempted  the  like  in  the  fouth. 
But  I  caq  find  no  evidence  that  the  French 
king  employed  any  agents,  at  this  time,  to 
pradife  on  the  difcontents  of  the  rabble  of 
Munfter.  It  is  iqdped  more  than  probable, 
that   fome  of  their   wrong-headed   priefls 

might 
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might  have  fecretly  wi/hed  to  fervc  the 
caufe  of  France,  and  to  co-operate  with  any 
Popifti  invader.  Yet  even  that  could  only 
be  the  thought  *  of  fome  ignorant  zealots. 
The  oply  prieft,  charged  with  fomenting 
thefe  (j^jcders,  fufFered  for  his  folly,  if  he 
were  Ipoilty;  but  from  what  1  have  both 
hear^  and  *  read  upon  this  queftion,  I  am 
inclined  to  credit  his  own  declarations  be- 
fore death,  that  he  was  innocent  of  the  crime 
for  which  he  was  to  fufFer, 

But  granting  the  difaffedion  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  of  Ireland  were  as  malig- 
nant, as  it  is  reprefented  to  be  by  their 
well-meaning  Proteftant  neighbours,  is  not 
that  a  fufficient  reafon  for  altering  a  con- 
dud  towards  them,  which  experience  has 
proved  fo  incffedual  to  reclaim  them  ?  Can 
they  exped  cordial  aflfedion  in  return  for 
legal  interdids?  Can  partial  laws  command 
more  than  partial  obedience?  If  a  yoke  be 
heavy,  will  it  not  gall  ?  If  chains  are  iron, 
will  they  not  fometimes  rattle?  Loofe  thefe 

chains, 

«  See  a  pamphlet  publilhed  Anno  1776,  int\t\cd,  jCan- 
did  Enquiry  ioto  the  caufet  and  motives  of  the  late  riots  in 
Munfter,  together  with  a  hrief  narrative  of  the  proceeding* 
againfl  the  riotersi  in  a  letter  to  a  Noble  Lord  in  England, 


ft 
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chains,  throw  off  this  yoke,  and  repeal  thefe 
laws ;  confer  benefits,  expert  afFeSion,  and 
receive  gratitude.  Before  you  hope  for 
/\|  the  duties  of  loyal  fubjediron,  impart  the 
bleffings  of  an  equal  dominion.  Before 
you  think  of  reaping  the  fruits,  ibw  the 
feeds  of  true  felf-intereft.  Make  people 
happy,  and  you  may  make  them  loyal. 


7     "^ 

4 


; 


Among  the  many  caufes  afiigned  by  Sir 
John  Davies,  why  Ireland  was.  never  en- 
tirely brought  under  obedience  to  the  crown 
of  England,  until  the  reign  of  James  I. 
the  capital  one  feems  to  be  the  dtitd  of 
civil  polity.  He  fhews,  that,  "  for  the  fpace 
of  three  centuries  and  a  half  at  leaft^  after 
the  conqueft  was  firft  attempted,  the  benefit 
of  the  Englifh  laws  was  never  communi-^ 
cated  to  the  Irifh,  though  they  eacoefiiy 
ibught  the  fame.  For  as  long  as  they  were 
out  of  the  protedion  of  the  EnglifJb  law, 
fo  as  every  Englifhman  might  opprefs,  fpoil, 
nay  kill  them,  without  controulmcnt,  how 
was  it  ppffible  they  fliould  be  other  than 
outlaws,  and  enemies  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land ? — If  the  king  would  not  admit  them 
to  the  condition  of  fubje£ls,  how  could  they 
learn  to  acknowledge  aqd  obey  him  as  their 

fpvereign  ? 
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ibvercign  ?  When  they  might  not  converlcy 
or  commerce,  with  any  civil  men,  nor  en- 
ter into  any  town  or  city,  without  peril  of 
their  lives,  whither  (hould  they  fly,  but 
into  the  woods  and  mountains,  and  there 
live  in  a  wild  and  barbarous  manner  i  If 
the  Irifh  be  not  permitted  to  purchafe  eilates 
of  freeholds  of  inheritance,  which  might 
deicend  to  their  children,  according  to  the 
courfe  of  our  common  law,  mufl  they  not 
continue  their  own  cufioms,  and  live  in 
confufion,  barbarifm,  and  incivility?'' 

This  excellent  reafoning  of  the  Knight, 
may,  mutatis  mutandis ^  be  extended  to  the 
prefent  times*  For  to  this  day,  the  irifh 
have  not  the  entire  benefit  of  the  Englifh 
laws.  They,  to  be  fare,  are  no  longer  ab- 
folute  outlaws,  and  enemies,  but  they  are 
in  many  refpeds  aliens.  And  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, who  are  the  body  of  the  people, 
can  never  be  zealous  friends  of  government, 
wbiUl  they  defpair  of  reciprocal  ads  of 
friendihip  and  protection. 

Some  gentlemen  feem  alarmed  at  the 
mode  now  adopted,  of  recruiting  our  army, 
out  of  the  Catholics  of  this  country.  But, 
as  long  as  the  officers  are  Protefiants,  I  can 

apprehftwd 
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apprehend  no  danger,  frdm  niinglirig  cvcil 
an  equal  number  of  both  perftiafions  toge- 
ther ;  nay,  it  might  contribute  to  wear  off 
mutual  prejudices,  and  efFeft  that  coalition 
offentiment,  which  is  fo  defirable.  The 
cafe  would  be  very  different,  if  whole  re* 
giments,  both  officers  and  men,  were  to 
confift  of  Romanifts.  In  their  prefent 
temper  of  mind,  a  French  invafion  might 
prove  a  perilous  teft  of  their  loyalty. 

By  being  compofed  entirely  of  Papifis, 
their  habitual  discontents  might  be  fo  fo- 
mented, that  their  internal  union  might 
poflibly  turn  them  againft  the  fiate  that 
employs  them.  Their  caufes  of  difcontent 
fhould  be  removed,  for  fpme  time,  before 
they  can  have  acquired  new  attachments ; 
and,  confequently,  before  arms  fhould  be 
trufted  in  their  hands,  as  difiind  bodies  of 
troops.  They  mufl  fee  that  it  is  their  in^ 
terejl  to  fupport  the  prefent  conflitution, 
before  they  will  fupport  it  upon  a  prin- 
ciple, in  which  we  can  repofe  fufficient 
confidence.     Adieu. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XXXII. 


Dahlia. 


I  •  > 


T  HAD  been  taught  to  believe  tliat  theftate 
of  the  Irifti  parochial  clergy  bad  been 
univerfally  comfortable,  if  not  affluent.  But 
the  cafe  in  Munfter  is  moftly  otherwife. 
It  is  indeed  fcarcely  to  be  conceived,  that 
in  a  country  fo  uncultivated,  a  parifli  of 
moderate  extent,  ftiould  yield  fufficient  for 
the  liberal  fupport  of  a  parfon.  Accord- 
ingly, unions  of  large  diftrids  are  here  com- 
mon; which  after  all  give  but  a  fcanty 
fubfiftencc.  In  the  north,  which  is  faid  to 
be  very  populous,  and  in  the  parts  of  Lein- 
fter,  which  arc  cultivated,  the  cafe  is  dif- 
ferent. There  a  fmall  parifh  affords  a  de- 
cent maintenance.  But  in  the  fbuth  and 
weft,  where  induftry,  and  consequent  po- 
pulation, is  by  every  means  difcou raged,  the 
iituation  of  thefe  gentlemen  is  rather  to  be 
pitied  than  envied.  It  requires  a  large  in- 
come indeed,  to  compenfate  for  the  want 
of  houfes,  and  markets,  and  thofc  other 
comforts  which  the  Englifti  clergy  every- 
where enjoy. 

The 
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The  original  caufe  of  the  rifing  of  the 
White-Boys  was  this :  "  Some  landlords  in 
Munfler  fet  their,  lands  to  cottiers  far  above 
their  valae;  and,  to  lighten  their  burden^ 
allowed  commonage  to  their  tenants,  by 
way  of  recompence :  afterwards,  in  deipite 
of  all  equity,  contrary  to  all  compads,  the 
landlords  inclofed  thefe  commons,  and  pre* 
eluded  their  unhappy  tenants  from  the 
only  means  of  making  their  bargains  tole- 
rable*/' Too  ignorant  to  know  the  law, 
and  too  poor  to  bear  the  expence  of  it, 
they  betook  themfelves  to  violence,  as  their 
only  refource.  As  mobs  feldom  rife  with- 
out fuffering  fome  grievance,   and  never 

iubfide 

*  See  An  Inquiry  into  the  Caufes  of  thi  Outrages  temmittui 
By  tke  Levellers  or  White-Boys ^  printed  1762,  where  the  fol- 
lowing ludicrous  Hory  is  told  from  Stunderfon^  K*  James: 
**  A  commotion  wa^  flirred  up  by  fome  commonerst  agiunft 
engroiling  their  grounds,  when  the  King  in  a  hunting  joarney 
happened  to  pafs  that  way,  and  turning  fhort  at  the  corner  of 
a  common,  happened  near  a  countryman  fitting  by  the 
heels  in  the  ftocks,  who  cried  out  Hofanna  !  to  hii  Mijefty ; 
which  invited  the  King  to  afk  the  reafon  of  his  reftraint.  Sir 
Thomas  faid,  it  was  for  dealing  geefe  from  the  common.  The 
fellow  replied,  I  befeech  your  Majefty,  who  is  the  greater 
thief,  I,  for  dealing  geefe  from  the  common  ;  or  hii  worlhip^ 
for  dealing  the  common  from  the  geefe  ?  The  king  imme- 
diatcly  ordered  the  witty  fellow  to  be  releafed,  and  the  com- 
mon  to  be  redored  to  the  poor." 
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fiibfide  without  doing  fbmc  injury  ♦  fo  thele 
inftirgents,  having  no  profpcd  of  redrefs^ 
began  to  dired  their  vengeance  againft  the 
clergy.  The  deluded  rabble,  fmarting  un-^ 
der  the  galling  load  of  opprefliort,  fled  every 
where  for  relief,  but  where  they  ought. 
And,  in  order  to  divert  their  attention  front 
themfelves,  it  became  the  policy  of  the  land- 
lord and  grazier  to  cherifli,  or  at  leaft  con- 
nive at,  the  fpirit  of  curtailing  the  church  of 
its  pittance. 

In  fome  places  they  will  not  fufPer  the 
parfon  to  have  any  affiftant  in  IStting  his 
tithes.  And  if  any  one  be  Hi  hardy  as  to 
lend  hiS  aid,  he  rifques  the  lofs  of  his  ears^ 
or  his  nofe,  or  both.  In  other  pltfces,  they 
refufe  abfolutely  to  pay  thofe  dues  the  law 
Reifies.  And  in  all,  they  pay  with 
grudging  and  ill  blood.  So  that  the  cafe  of 
the  clergy  in  thi?  province  is  deplorable. 
For  how  can  a  man  of  liberal  lentiment 
fubmit  to  the  low  drudgery  of  chaflering 
and  dodging  with  each  parifhioner,  mofl 
of  whom  would  ufe  every  art  chicane^  can 
devife,  to  outwit  and  deceive  him  ^  If  the 
parfon  gives  up  to  each  demand,  his  income 
is  frittered  down  to  nothing  y   and  if  he 

X  does 
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does  not,  he  mufi  fludy  aH  the  little  tricks^ 
of  bargain-making,  and  fo  degrade  himftlf 
to  the  level  of  a  tithe-dealer.  And  funk  fo 
low,  he  inevitably  lofes  kll  that  influence 
wherewith  the  fandity  of  his  cbara£ter  had 
invefled  him,  ai>d  which  a  propriety  of  con« 
dudl  would  have  infallibly  fecured* 

There  is  another  caufe  which  immedi- 
ately tends  to  difireis  the  clergy,  and  re^ 
motefy  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  agriculture. 
The  Houfe  of  Commons  in  one  of  thole 
frantic  fits,  to  which  all  popular  aiTemblies 
are  incident,  paflfed  a  vote,  ibme  twenty  ot 
thirty  years  ago,  whereby,  any  lawyer  was 
declared  an  enemy  to  his  country,  who 
fhould  appear  as  council  for  the  recovery 
of  a  due  called  Agijivient  or  Herbage,  which 
had  ever  been  payed  in  lieu  of  the  tithe  of 
gra&.  But  as  this  vote  had  the  fandion  of 
only  one  branch  of  the  legiflature,  it  could 
neither  afTume  the  form  of  a  law,  nor  be 
binding  upon  thofe  who  paiFed  it,  but  during 
their  political  exigence  as  a  parliament.  It 
has,  neverthelefs,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes, 
acquired  the  force  of  a  law  ^  for  the  claim  is 
totally  relinquifhed^ 

Now 
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Now  i(  the  parfon  alone  had  fuffefed 
by  this  moft  iniquitous  decifion,  one  might 
be  brought  to  believe  that  no  great  harm 
had  been  done  by  it.  But  this  very  vote 
Contributes  to  reprefs  induftry,  and  to  waft^ 
the  country.  Whereas,  if  the  parfon  had 
been  allowed  to  receive  that  herbage  to 
which  he  was  ifttitled,  agriculture  might 
have  been  revived,  and  depopulation  re-^ 
ftrained.  Herbage  would  have  aded  as  aL 
premium  upon  tillage,  by  being  a  tar  upon 
pafturage. 

Thus  you  may  obferve,  that  a  rich  gra- 
zier, who  pays  perhaps  ten  thoufand  pounds 
a  year  rei^t,  may  not  be  fubjed  to  as  much 
tithe,  as  a  wretched  cottier,  who  holds  but 
ten  acres  of  land.  No  wonder  then; -that 
both  tlil  clergy  and  the  poor  fbould  be 
equally  diftreffed.  '  And  as  little  wonder, 
that  infurredion  fhould  rear  its  head  in  thi^ 
ill-fated  country  i  the  firft  landlords  of 
which  are  abfentees,  the  fecond  either  fore- 
ftallers  or  graziers,  and  where  the  only  tilleir 
of  the  ground  ftands  in  a  third,  and  fome* 
times  in  a  fourth  degree  from  the  original 
proprietor.  Something  fhould  be  thought 
of,  fomething  done,  to  reftore  the  rights  of 

X  g  human 
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iiuman  nature^  in  a  country  almoft  vfBrped 
by  bullocks  aikl  fheep^ 

Ought  not  an  Agrarian  lafvr  to  be  paiXbd^ 
^hich  would  effe^ually  prevent  one  man 
Irom  occupying  more  than  a  certain  num-i 
bcr  of  afires,  unlefs  one  half,  or  a  thirds  or 
eve?,  a  fbnrth  were  under  the  plough  ?  Bng- 
knd  wa$  once  in  a  finular  fitnation^  md  ha4 
its  Levflkrs^  who,  aggrieved  by  the  mono* 
poly  of  farms,  rebelUoufly  aiked> 

Wfien  Adam  dd.ved>  and  Eve  fpan» 
Where  was  then  your  Gentleman  ? 

A9  they  have  the  exan^Ie  of  Eoglatul 
before  them,  ou^t  they  not  to  apply  like 
xemediea  to  like  evils.  *^  The  device  of 
Henry  VII.  &ys  Lord  Bacon,  was  profound 
and  adaurable»  in  making  forms  and  hoo^^ 
of  a  ilandard ;  that  is,  maintained  by  fiicb 
a  proportion  of  land  to  them,  as  may  breed 
a  fub}e^  in  convenient  plenty  and  no  iervile 
coQditioi>/'  And  in  the  preceding  reign  it 
was  enaded,  '^  That  no  perfon  ihould  keep 
above  2000  iheep,  nor  hold  more  than  twa 
farms." 

\s  the  feveral  rifings  of  Oak  Boys,  Steel 
Poys, .  and  White  Bqy&j   have  made   fome 

noiie 


A 


OF  THE  SOUTH  OF  IRELAND.        309 

noifc  on  our  fide  of  the  wateri  it  may  not 
be  amiis  to  give  yov  a  <l]ftin<^  view  of 
them^  for  they  are,  in  general,  fb  little 
iinderfiood,  that  ^ey  4r«  fi^equently  cos* 
founded  together.        .     ; 

r 

♦  ■•  '    ^:  •        •      •  .    . 

The  higb-ways  ii^  Ireland  v\^ere  formerly 
made  and  repaired  'Ipy  :tl)e  labpur  of  the 
houfekeepers.  H e  Vfho ,  Imd  a  hor fe,  wa^ 
obliged  to  work  fixday.sin  the  y^ear^^imfelf 
and  horie  :  he  whoJbadjficmef  was^o^giv^fix 
•days  labour.  It  had  bpen.  long  jQoiuplained, 
that the^i^ alonq wejre oompelled  tqrfotk ; 
that  the  r^iiad  been  exempted;  thatin^ead 
of  mending  the  public  roads,  the  i?iyeat  of 
their  brows  had  been  wafted  on  private  roads, 
^ifefiil  only  to  the  overfeeds.  At  length,  in 
the  year  1764,  in  the  moft.  populous^  ma- 
fiufaduring,  and  conf^qiaentiy  civilized  part 
of  the  province  of  Ulfter^  the  inhabitants  of 
one  pariih.  t^fuied.  to  make  mor«,  of  what 
they  cfeUjedyoi  roads.  They  rofe  aimoft  to 
a  m^Oi  and  fcom  the  oaken  branches  which 
they  wore  in  their  hats  were  <lenomiiiated 
Oak  Boys^  .The  difcontent  being  a9  j^eral 
as  the  grievance^  the  contagion  feii^d  the 
neighbouring  parishes.  From  parifhes  it 
Hew  to  baronieSy  land  from  baronies  to  cotin- 
)  '  .'.     .  .  ties. 
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tics,  till  at  length  the  greater  part  of  tho 
province  was  engaged. 

The  many-headed  monller  being  now 
roufed,  did  not  know  where  to  ^p,  but 
began  a  general  redrefs  of  grievances,  whe- 
ther real  or  imaginary.  Their  firft  bbjedt 
was  ihe  'tiVerfeers  of  roads ;  the  lecbnd  the 
dergy.'Wiiom  thiey  -refiJyed  to  curtail  of 
tlieif;'peribnal  and^miifed  tithes ;  the  third 
Was  tBe  landlords;  the  f>rice  of  whole  lands, 
partieularly  of  turf  Iwgs;  they  fet  about  jre-r 
gulatfng.  ^hey  hftd '^eeal  infericy:  objeds, 
tfir  which  only^difcc^^W^ed  the  freiiiy  ctf- in- 
fhrre£Hon;"     ''"    • '^'    '■^'■^•■■\     '■  "^  -  ' 


'  I  • 
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In  the  mean  timcy  the  army  was  colleded 
from  the  other  provinces ;  for  till  then,  the 
province  of  Ul'fter  was  deemed  fo  peaceful, 
that  Icarccly  any  troops  were  quartereci  in 
it.  The  rabble  filed  as  ibon  as  fired  upon ; 
and  thus  was  this  tulnult  quelled  for  the 
time,  in  five  or  iix  weeks  afler  its  com* 
mcncemcnt,  with  the  lofs  of  only  two  or 
three  lives.  In  the  next  feffion,  parliament 
took  the  matter  into  connderation,;and  very 
wifely  repealed  the  old  Road  A3^  and  pro- 
vided for  the  future  repair  of  the  roads  by 
levying  an  equal  tax  off  the  lands  of  both 

poor 
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poor  and  rich.  The  caufe  of  difcontent 
being  thus  happily  removed,  peace  and 
Hquiet  have  returned  to  their  old  channels. 

The  rifing  of  the  Steel  Boys  was  not  fo 
general,  but  it  was  more  violent,  as  pro- 
ceeding from  a  more  particularly  interefting 
caufe.     The  fourcc  of  it  was  this.     An  ab- 

* 

fentee  nobleman,  who  enjoys  one  of  the 
largeft  eflates  in  this  kingdom,  inftead  of 
letting  it,  when  out  of  leafe, — which  it  hap- 
pened to  be  altogether  about  five  or  fix 
years  ago, — for  the  higheft  rent,  which  is  the 
ufual  way  in  Ireland,  adopted  a  new  mode, 
of  taking  large  fines  zvAfmall  rents.  It  is 
afiTerted,  that  thofe  fines  amounted  to  fuch  a 
fum,  that  the  want  of  the  ufual  circulating 
cafli,  carried  away  to  England,  feverely  af- 
fected the  linen  markets  of  that  country. 
But,  be  this  as  it  may,  the  occupier  of  the 
ground,  though  willing  to  give  the  higheft 
rent,  was  unable  to  pay  the  fines,  and  there- 
fore dilpoflreflTcd  by  the  wealthy  undertaker ; 
who,  not  contented  with  moderate  intereft 
for  his  money,  racked  the  rents  to  a  pitch 
above  the  reach  of  the  pld  tenant. 

Upon  this,  the  people  rofe  againft  the 
forejialkrs^   deftroying  their  houfes,  and 

maiming 
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maimiog  their  cattle,  which  now  occupied 
their  quondam  taxxs^s.  When  thus  driven  to 
ads  of  de^ratioDy  they  knew  not  haw  4:o 
confine  themielves  to  their  original  obj^, 
but  became^  like  the  HearU  qf  Qai^  general 
reformers.  The  army  however .  eafily  dif- 
perfe4  tl^^m,  and  two  or  three,  who  were 
made  prifgners,  having  fufB^red  by  the 
hands  of  the  executioner,  the  country  was 
foon  reflored  to  its  priiline  tran<juilUty« 
*  *  _  •  . 

Both  the£b  infurredioni^ ,  being  in  the 
North)  the  mofi  opulent,  populous,  and  d* 
vilized  part  of  thckir^domt  wemay.gb* 
ferve,  have  no  Similitude  to-^at  of^ti^ 
White  Boy  Si  in  the  South,  eithef  in  thcar 
caufes  or  effeds,  except  in  the  general  idea 
of  oppreflion.  The  cai^fb  which  generated 
the  one  being  removed,  and  the  oauib  of 
the  other  being  only  temporary,  the  dura«- 
tion  of  neither  wa?  long.  The  rife  and  611 
of  eaph  was  like  that  of  a  mountain  river, 
which,  fwelled  by  a  broken  cloud,  at  once 
overwhelms  all  around,  and  then  ihrinks 
down  as  fuddenly  into  its  accufiomed  bed. 

Whereas  in  the  South,  where  the^  cauie 
is  permanent,  without  any  appearance  of 
redrefs,  the  effeiS  remains.    The. poor,  de- 
prived 
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prived  of  their  right  of  commonage,  driven 
from  the  good  grounds,  obliged  to  pay  five 
or  fix  guineas  for  an  acre  to  fet  their  po- 
tatoes in,  and  having  no  refburces  from 
xnanufadures,  as  in  the  North,  they  become 
conftant  enemies  to  the  fiate ;  the  fiate  not  /  ^ 
J>eing  their  friend^  nor  the  ft  ate  $  law,  ^ 

It  is  in  vain  to  urge,  that  fanaticifm  and 
fuperfiition  were  the  ori^nal  fources  of 
theie  evils.  If  the  majority,  engaged  in 
the  North,  were  Prefbyterians,  and  in  the 
South  Papifis,  it  is,  becaufb  the  body  of 
the  poor  are  of  thofe  perfuafions  in  thoie 
places.  And,  it  (hould  be  attended  to,  that 
the  oppreffion  of  the  poor  in  the  South, 
proceeds  very  much  from  the  Paplfts  them- 
felves,  as  the  graziers  who  engrofs  the 
farms,  are  mofily  Romanics;  which  in- 
conteftibly  proves  the  neceffity  of  an  Agra^ 
rian  law.  Till  fbme  fiep  is  taken  in  favour 
of  tillage  and  the  poor,  Whiteboyifm  will 
probahly  remain,  in  defiance  of  all  the  fe-* 
verities  which  the  legiflative  power  can 
devife,  or  the  executive  inflid. 

But  you  may  pofiibly  afk,  why  may  not 
thefe  people  make  as  much  of  the  ground 
by  tillage,  as  the   grazier   by   pafturage  ? 

The 
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The  reafon  is  this,  their  poverty  is  fo  ex- 
treme, and  their  ignorance  of  tillage  fo 
great,  that  they  could  not  occupy  it  to 
the  greateft  advantage.  Farming  is  an  art 
which  requires  much  experience,  and  much 
expence.  And,  though  perhaps  they  might 
make  as  much  of  it,  yet  the  grazier  pays 
his  rent  with  lefs  trouble  to  the  landlord, 
who  is  gfcnerally  an  abfentee.  The  grazier 
cannot  make  fo  much  of  a  few  acres  as 
the  farmer;  but,  by  a  hght  profit  from 
thoufands,  he  amaffes  a  fortune,  without 
adding  to  the  improvement  of  the  country. 
Whereas,  if  an  Agrarian  law  were  to  take 
place,  the  prefent  grazier  would  be  obliged 
to  ufe  the  plough,  to  make  the  moft  of  a 
fmall  farm  or  two.  He  would  be  forced  to 
cultivate  with  artificial  graffes,  peas,  beans, 
turnips,  &c.  to  make  from  a  lefs  quantity 
of  land  with  labour,  as  much  as  he  for- 
merly made  from  a  greater  without  it.  Thus 
you  may  perceive,  that  the  fame  farms 
would  feed  as  many  fheep  and  bullocks  -  as 
at  prefent,  and  of  human  creatures,  five 
times  the  number. 

In  the  north  and  fome  other  parts  like 
it,  the  tenant  makes  his  rent,  not  by  his 

land, 
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land,  but  his  induftiy,  and  the  fpinning  of 
his  wife  and  family.  He  muft  have  fomc 
land  for  his  potatoes  and  his  cow,  for  which 
he  gives  whatever  the  landlord  alks.  But 
ibmetimes  the  landlord  is  not  at  the  trouble 
of  afking ;  he  fets  up  his  land  to  the  beft 
bidder,  and  receives  written  propofals.  And 
thus  it  frequently  happens,  that  the  wretched 
tenant,  to  whom  long  poffeffion  gives  no 
preference,  is  driven  from  his  little  dwelling, 
unlefs  he  outbids  every  other  propofer. 
Upon  fuch  hard  conditions,  you  may  fee 
it  is  mofally  impoffible  that  this  country 
can  be  improved  fuccefsfully  5  for  the  te- 
nant is  perfuaded,  that  every  improvement 
he  m^kes,  will  but  enhance  the  difficulty 
of  renewing  his  leafe. 

This  may  explain  to  you  what  an  Eng- 
lifhman  can  fcarcely  conceive.  We,  in  ge- 
neral, imagine  that  a  twenty-one  years  leafe 
is  a  very  good  one,  and  fo  it  iis  with  us, 
where  the  prefent  occupier  is  fuppofed  to 
have  a  tenant-right  -,  and  where  the  tenant 
is  allowed  to  make  three  times  what  he 
pays  for  his  land, — brie  (hare  for  his  rent, 
another  for  the  fupport  of  his  family,  and 
^  third  for  contingencies.     But  here  there 

is 
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18  no  fuch  allowance  rnade^  ibr  if  the  tenant 
can  pay  his  rent,  and  exift  upon  potatoes  and 
butter-milk,  his  landlord  thinks,  he  has  a 
good  enough  bargain.  And  thongh  in  ibme 
places,  rents  are  as  high  in  Ireland,,  as  in 
England,  yet  they  do  not  yield  half  the  pro- 
duce,— ^the  tenant  flaryes,  and  the  laniflofd 
has  almoil  the  whole  value. 


•1 . 


When  I  fpeak  thus,  I  would  notbo  ua- 
derflood  to  comprehend  all  Iriih  landlords^ 
under  the  above  description..:  There  aM 
many  good  landlords ;  if  there  yntn  ilot^ 
this  nation  would  fix>n  ceafe  to  txift  as  a 
people;  for  till  the  breaking  out  of  ttee^pre^ 
fent  troubles  in  America,  they  migrated  in 
fuch  numbers  from  this  kingdom,  that  tho 
price  of  lands  fell  one- third  of  their  former 
rate ;  but  this  fpirit  being  now  checked, 
lands  begin  to  rife  again. 

When  upon  this  topick,  it  would  be  in- 
juftice  to  pafs  over  in  (ilence,  the  condu<^ 
of  that  excellent  perfon,  Sir  George  Savile ; 
which  I  have  fb  often  beared  extolled  in 
this  city ;  the  only  part  of  the  kingdom 
I  have  feen,  indeed,  where  the  rights  of 
human  nature  feem  in  the  leaft  attended 
to.   That  exemplary  landlord  has,   it  feems, 

an 
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aa  eftate  lu  one  of  the  northern  counties  of 
this  kingdom.  A  few  years  ago,  when  the 
ieafes  were  expired,  he  paid  a  vifit  to 
it,  that  he  might  learn  all  its  local  circum- 
fiances.  He  found  the  majority  of  the  oc- 
cupiers groaning  under  the  moft  piteous 
oppreUion.  The  tenantry,  who  held  large 
trads  immediately  from  him,  had  under 
them  a  numerous  &i  of  cottagers,  who  paid 
exorbitant  rents.  Sir  George  refolved  at 
once  to  emancipate  them.  He  announced, 
that  every  cottier  might  become  his  tenant, 
—and  defired  them  to  make,  each  man,  his 
propofal  for  what  he  then  poffefled.  This 
was  not  received,  as  he  expeded,  with  joy 
and  gladnefs,  but  with  gloom  and  dejec- 
tion of  fpirit.  Unaccufiomed  to  ads  of 
mercy,  they  doubted  whether  fuch  a  prin- 
ciple exified  in  the  human  heart.  The 
charader  of  Sir  George  was  unknown  to 
them.  It  was  infufed  into  their  minds,  that, 
like  other  landlords,  he  only  wanted  to 
raife  his  eftate,  and  they  hke  the  He/otSj 
were  afraid  of  the  lafh  of  their  accuftomed 
mafiers.  It  was  fbme  time  before  thcv 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  make  any  pro- 
pofals.  At  length,  they  propofed  to  pay 
him  what  they  then  payed  the  undertakers  : 

they 

/ 


3i8  A  PHILOSOPHICAL  SURVEY 

they  thought  it  would  be  in  vain  to  oflcf 
lefs.  The  ifTue  of  the  whole  was,  that  Si( 
George  gave  thefe  poor  vafTals  leafes  at  a 
much  Icfs  rent  than  they  propofed,  yet 
doubled  at  the  fame  time,  the  income  of 
his  eftate.  This  you'll  fay  was  a  fufficient 
facrifice  ;  but  you  will  agree  with  me,  that 
the  favour  of  it  muft  afcend  to  heaven^ 
when  you  hear,  that  he  might  have  hadf, 
without  any  trouble,  from  a  iingie  under- 
taker,— and  with  as  good  fecurity  as  the 
Bank  of  England, — even  more  than  he 
would  accept  from  his  tenants.    FarewelL 


LETTER     XXXIII. 


Dublin. 


I 


N  this  kingdom,  fo  divided,  both  in  re- 
ligious and  political  fentiments,  you  can 
fcarcely  find  two  perfons  of  the  fame  opi- 
nion ;  and  no  general  plan  for  its  improve- 
ment, gives  any  party  content.  It  muft, 
neverthelefs,  be  a  plan  of  the  moft  compre- 
henfive  nature,  which  can  anfwer  all  the 
purpofes  of  univerfal  good.     Particular  in- 

tereft» 
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tcrcfts  muft  be  difregarded,  particular  pre- 
judices (hould  be  defpifed.  The  interefts 
of  graziers  are  againft  an  Agrarian  lawj 
and  the  ruling  prejudice  is  againft  any  re- 
laxation of  the  penal  code.  In  my  laft,  I 
pleaded  the  caufe  of  the  poor  againft  the 
rich ;  let  us  now.  confider  the  objedions 
againft  toleration^  unawed  by  authority, 
unbiaffed  by  prejudice,  and  unfwayed  by 
intereft. 

It  is  urged,  that  popery  is  of  a  fpirit  fo 
intolerant,  that  it  ought  not  be  tolerated, 
in  this  country  efpecially,  where  the  very 
rivers  have  been  ftained  with  the  blood  of 
Proteftants,   whofe  ghofts  have  often  cried, 
aloud,  for  vengeance  on  their  fell  deftroyers. 
You  may  perhaps,  Dodor,  think  that  this 
is  a  vifionary   reprefentation  of  my  own  • 
but  it  is  not,   it  is  the  real  reprefentation 
of  ignorant   zeal.     Among  the  many  affi- 
davits of    the    barbarities    committed   by 
Papifts,    in    the  war  of  1641,  are  fomc, 
equally  authenticated,  wherein  the  deponents 
fet  forth,  that  they  heard  the  apparitions 
Jbriek  vengeance^  as  they  glided  along  the 
Bann^   a   river  in   the  north,    into    which 
they  had  been  driven.    Which  only  evinces, 
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that  entire  credit  is  not  to  be  given  to  ttier 
afBdavits,  and  hiftories  of  thofe  times.  But 
let  us  liden  to  more  ferious  arguments. 

^  It  is  objeded,  that  if  Popery  were  tob^ 
rated,  it  would  exhibit  the  fame  fccniies  om' 
again  which  it  did  then;  its  luft  of  domi* 
nion  being  fb  inordinate,  that  wfaereTer  it 
can,  it  will  reign  alone.  Let  it,  however, 
be  remembered  that  it  has  now  uqdergono 
a^  long  quarantine  from  power,  by  a  peace- 
able fubjedion  of  above  feventy*  Jfi^ars,  Let 
it  be  confidered,  that  the  influence  of  the 
Pope  is  now  li^  in  ibme  Popiih  countries, 
and  that  it  is  diminiihed  in  sdl»  The  Jefuits 
are  fupprefled,  the  world  is  enlightened, 
France  is  tolerant !  Would  it  not  be  fafe<r 
to  allow  a  Roman  Catholic  feminary  at 
home^  where,  even  from  emulation,  fome 
real  and  fblid  learning  might  be  acquired, 
which  would  necefTarily  beget  moderation ; 
— 'than  fuffer  their  priefts  to  go  in  queft  of 
a  beggarly  education  to  foreign  univerfities, 
where  they  glean  up  nothing  but  the  quib- 
bles of  fophiftry,  and  the  babblements  of 
cafuiAry ;  and  then  come  home  again  re- 
plete with  foreign  prejudices,  and  all  their 
native  imperfedUons  on  their  head  ?  '^ 

Thefc 
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Thcfe  arguments,  diipaffiohatcly  wSigh- 
ed^  might  fuffice  to  anfwer  all  objecSlions 
againfl  the  toleration  of  Irifh  Papifls;  But 
ftill  it  is  alked,  Huw  did  they  behave  when 
they  were  tolerated  ?  To  which  I  muft  an- 
fwer by  another  queflion^  At  what  .time 
were  they  tolerated  ?  It  is  faid,  and  it  is 
written  that  they  were  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  the  fame  privileges  with  Proteftdnt 
fubjeds  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebel- 
lion in  1641  ;  but  let  us  examine  into  the 
foundation  of  this  afTertion^  by  taking  up 
the  matter  from  the  beginning. 

In  the  reign  6f  Qjieen  Bliaabeth,  at  a 
time  when  the  Engliih  was  a  tongue  almof| 
as  much  unknown  in  Ireland  as  th^t^atin, 
and  confequently  when  the  Litprgy  was 
icarce  more  underilood  than  the  Mafs-book^ 
a  penalty  of  a  (hilling  a  Sunday  was  exaded 
from  all  fuch  as  refufed  to  conform  to  th^ 
worfliip  of  the  church  of  Englatid.  James^  \ 
by  proclamation,  commanded  all  the  popilh 
clergy  to  depart  the  kingdom  ia  a  hmited 
time  J  and  upon  non-compliance,  they  were 
thrown  into  prifon  by  the  Lord  Deputy  ♦  That 
royal  pedant  would  have  had  no  objedioa 
to  a,  religion,   which    preaches   up  paflive 

Y  obe- 
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obedience,^  if  the  Fc^. hod  not;  airc^ted  a 
fight  t(>  dethrone  and  decrown  Kings^  When 
King  of  ScpClbnd  onfy^  he  had  been:  tMatisg 
with  the  Pope;  and  the  In(h  Papifis/wer& 
thenee  taught  to  believe  that  he  favocned 
them  lA  hifs  heart,  which  majr  account  fbi 
theiit  ihdifcretions  at  that  period; 

Iiwa8>  no«,  howevey,  witlmiut  goodieafin 
thadi' thay^  roTe  in  a  florae  at  theip  dvrgy 
beihg '  thy »  illegalj|f  -  hnprifonedt  ^  they  ar- 
g^djtr^/  that  the  crime  of  feey&ticy^ 
had  its  penalty  afberfeatned  hf  the  flMiite  of 
Elizabeth  *  The  King  therefore  found  it 
dlcp4klidnt,  to  reconnwaend^  to  bis  dlepnties 
here-,-tfefe  gentler  mode  o^  in^tt<didn  and 
olsfcoffetikMi,  f6f  reclaiming  the  papifii.  And 
happy  hfad  k  been  for  this  nation,  if  that 
metfMwl  had  been  invariably  purftietl  in  that 
and  the  iirccecding  reign  j  but  fo  it  hap- 
pencdi  that  the  governors  of  Ireland  had 
firch  an  avcrfion  to  Popery,  that,  under 
Gharfes,  fifteen  Romiife  chapels  were  fhut  up 
in  one  dky. 

Was'thte  tolferatioti  of  religion  ?    Cer- 
tainly not.      Were  their   temporal  rights 
'   '^  '  -  better 

*  Vide  Dr.  Leland's  Hiftory, 
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tetter  fccwcd  i  Wgrfe,  if  pofliWe,  The 
great  O'Nial,  carl  of  Tyrone^  was  attainted 
upon  the  fole  evidence  of  an  anonymous 
letter,  dropped  in  the  privy-council  cham- 
ber. By  his  imputed  guilt,  fix  whole 
counties  in  Ulftex  efcheated  to  the  crown  ; 
with  which  the  King  gratified  his  kinsfolk 
and  dependants  of  Scotland.  And  as  if 
thefe  were  not  enough,  a  Court  of  Inquifi- 
tion  upon  tides  was  fet  up  ^  whofe  deciiions 
were  fo  unjuil^  that  neither  the  laws^  of  na- 
ture, nor  of  cuftom,  nor  even  poiFelfion  for 
centuries,  could  prefbrve  to  Roman  Catho^^ 
lies  the  eftates  of  their  ancefiors.  It  did 
not  uie  even  the  oftenfibte  pretext  of  reli- 
gious criminality,  or  civil  deUnquency ;  its 
only  objedi  was  defedt  of  title,  and  every 
title  was  adjudged  defedive,  £br  which  a 
de^  or  grant  of  conyeyance  from  the 
crawn,  could  iu)t  he.  producody  or  at  lead 
proved*  Upon  this^  fineffe  of  law,  what 
efiate  could  be  iecure  \  Prefcriptiou  became 
of  no  ufe,  and  the  oldeft  tenures  were  in 
greateft  danger  from  th^  ruina  of  time,  or 
the  injuries  of  accident :  even  the  new 
might  have  periflied  iniuch  a  feries  of  war 
and  oenfufion,    when  private  houfes  and 

Y  a.  public 
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public  offices  were  every  day  plundered  and 
in  flames. 

Every  governor  of  Irekhd  nnder  Charles 
purfued  the  fame  deteftable  meafutes :  Earl 
Strafford  figured  in  the  van.  This  iiifolent 
Lord  Deputy  confir6ateid  many  unfbrfeited 
eftates;  arid  feized  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Crown..  His  maftef  bbha'ved  with  his  wonted 
duplicity ;  hfe  promifed  the  Irifh  what  he 
called  his  ^rj^^j,  ffmilaf  to  our  petition  of 
right,  but  never  granted  them,  holding 
therri  ftill  out  as  a  lure.for  anew  fubfidy, 
with  a  threat  to  Jlreigbten  them  if  thdy  re- 
fufed  to  comply.  Indeed,  when  that  Un- 
happy pririce  tottered  on  his  throne,  when 
the  condu6bbf  his  favourite  had  co-operated 
to  render  him  odious;  but  above  all,  wlien 
he  wanted  the  afTiftarice  of  kn  Irifh  army 
againft  the  Ehglifli  parliament,  then,  and 
not  till  then,  did  he  tranfmit  his  confent  to 
the  ad  of  Limitation,  rclinquifhing  all  far- 
ther  inquiry  into  titles. '  But  by  that  time 
the  foverergnty  had  paffed  from  Charles, 
and  the  parliament  was  paramount.  The 
fceptre  of  Ireland  was  by  them  committed 
to  the  hands  of  two  Lords  Juftices,  P^r/ato 
and  Borlace^   men  of  narrow,   puritanical 

prin- 
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principle's  whofc  intereft  it  became,  as.much 
as  it  had  been  of  the  .decollated  StraiFord,  to 
provoke  farther  efcheats.  They  eluded  the 
King's  intention,  by  adjpurning  the  parlia- 
mentin  the  year  1641,  jqontrary ■  to  his Ma- 
jefty's  order  and  intereft, .  and  to  the  great 
difcontent  of  the  commons,  and  all ;  pacific 
reafonable  men.  Thus .  /were  the^  facrcd 
rights  of  juftice  and  l]i|\iipanity  trampled  un- 
der foot  hy  fordid  ^y]^\^P^  gpadedjon  by 
rfanaticai  zeal.  ,  :,  •  _    :   ,  f. 

J ;.    .  !      *-'  •  1   ••  •  I 

Had  the  King'4,  in,l;enition  been  boneft, 
they  would,  have  fruftratcd  it,  in  oppofition 
to  his  intereft}  bpt  as  jthe  paffing  l(h.e  a£i: 
of  Limitation  would  have  fequred;  the. .  pro* 
pertyoffo  manyPopifh  families*  .they  de- 
feated  it,  in  fubCbrvience;  to  their  own.  In 
(hort,  they  did  every  thing  they  could  de- 
vife,  to.  exafperate  thefe  poor  people,  and 
precipitate  them  into  the  ,  rebellion,  which 
they  had  repea^ted  intimations  was  kindling 
in  Ulfter,  without  taking  a  fingie  ftep  to 
extinguish  the  embriotic  flame. 

r 

A  rebellion  at  length  broke  out  on  the 
23d  of  Odober  1 641,.  which,  after  the  maf- 
facre  of  Paris,  on  the  eve  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew, furnifhed  as  many  tragic  fcenes  as 

any 
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any  in  ciyH  or  ecdeHiattical  hiftbty;  But 
the  Irilh  affair  wis  a  wprtc  of  mercy  to  that 
of  France,  There,  fpperftitibfi,  for  I  catinot 
call  it  religion,  operated  alotie.  Here,  re^ 
ligionij  ^al  vfas  fliatpeped  by  opprdfion  both 
i|)iritual  an.d  tempDtal  j  the  enprmitiei  com* 
initted  "Werfe  perp^tr^lied  by  the  fcptii  and 
dregs  of  the  peppte  ;  .and  eycn  tbefeifrere 
exaggeretediriiafel^^  : 'i^ilfere- 

as  the  nwff  elcv^?ed'ra;nk8  in  ^aris  were 
perfbqally  engaged,  and  their  hands  fi^ined 
in  the  blood  of  th^ir  .  nearefl  relations^ 
•T^he  murdt^ers  pf1!Vli  Vircre  the  tnling  and 
trinniphaht;  •  patty,  and^  thercfortt,*  We  taay 
luppofe  tlieir  cafe  is  Wpftfented  in  the  inbft 
favourable  light.  Whereas  thejfifh  ac- 
couiits  come  all,  of  toofily;  froth  the  go- 
vernihg  and  fuccefeful  fide.  In  the  Rbmaii 
hiftory,  the  Carthaginians  are  ever  and  anoii 
ftigmatifed  as  perfidi^  cruddes^  fcedifragi-^ 
?ind  therefore  Carthago  deienda  efi.  But  let 
us,  deipifing  declamation,  adyert  to  fads. 

If  Sir  William  Petty  had  prejudices,  it  is 
evident  they  could  not  be  in  favour  of  the 
Irifli,  for  he  was  one  of  the  great  gainers 
by  their  fuppofed  guilt,  and  confequent  for- 
feitures.    Ypt  after  (demonftrating  that  the 

pumber 
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number  of  Proteilants  deftroyed  in  the 
whole  war  by  the  Papifts  was  not  one- fourth 
of  what  it  was  reported  to  be,  he  goes  on 
to  flicw,  that,  before  the  war,  there  were  in 
the  whole  realm,  but  three  thoufand  landed 
Papifts,  of  whom,  as  appears  by  eight 
hundred  judgments  of  the  court  t)f  tlaims. 
Which  fat  anno  i6t53,  tipoh  the  inhbcence 
and  effeds  of  the  Irifh,  there  W*re  not 
above  a  feventh  part  guitty  of  thic  rdbjfeUion. 
And  after  affigning  fome  motives  for  the 
Irifti  entering  into  this  war,  he  cotidudes 
his  chapter  with  thefe  mott  renjatkable 
words :  "  But  upon  thie  playitag  of  this 
game  or  match  upon  fo  great  bdtts,  the 
Englifh  won,  and  have,  among  and  befides 
other  pretences,  a  gumefter's  tight  at  feaft 
to  their  eftates.  But  as  for  the  bloodflied 
in  the  contcft,  <?od  beil  knows  who  did  oc- 
cafion  it."    Adieu. 


LET- 
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I  HAVE  now  before  mc  a  book,  intitlcd, 
"  The  Cafe  of  Ireland,  being  bound  by 
nils  of  parliament  made  in  England,  ftated;" 
vvritien  by  Mr.  Molyneux.  who  fpeaking 
of  Mr.  Locke's  Treat  ifc  on  Government, 
palls  (lie  author  his  excellent  friend.  It  was 
natural  to  cxpcd,  that  ap.jntimacy  iboul4 
have  fubfifted  between  iuch  congenial 
COtemporarics. 

,,  The  dciigfi  of  this  book  is  to  fhcw,  that 
Ireland  is  of  righf  free  as  England,  and  may 
not  thcfcfo;e  be  bound  by  Engliih  acis  of 
patliamcnt,  In  order  to  ricnionfiratc  thefe 
prnjjofitions,  the  writer  fets  out  with  ftiew- 
ing,  that  Ireland  cannot  be  called  a  con- 
quered country,  even  in  the  fenfe  that 
England  is  faid  to  be  fo,  by  the  Conqueror ; 
for  William  obtained  England  by  a  bloody 
fight  at  Mafiings  ;  whereas  Henry  received 
not  the  leal)  oppofition  in  Ireland.  Henry 
came  prer  and  made  large  conceflions  of 
thp  fame  laws  an4  libertiea  enjoyed  by  the 
peopip 
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people  of  England,  and  the  Irifh  came  in 
peaceably,  and  accepted  the  proffered  terms. 

After  inquiring  what  title  conquefl:  gives, 
the  author  proves,  from  the  laws  of  nature 
and  of  nations,  that  an  unjuft  conqueft  can 
give  no  title  at  all ;  and  that  even  ^juji  one 
can  give  no  right  over  the  property  or  pof- 
terity,  bqt  only  over  the  liberties  and  lives, 
of  adual  ppppfers ;  confequently,  that  it  can 
give  none  over  thofc  who  did  not  concur  in 
the  oppofitioQ,  and  ftill  lefs,  if  poiiible,  over 
thof^  whp  4flli|cd  in  the  conqucA. 

i         s 

He  next  maintains,  that,  even  granting 
it  had  been  conquered,  and  juftly  too,  Ire- 
land recovered  its  independence  under  John, 
whom  Henry  created  King  of  Ireland; 
which  was^thereby  fet  apart  from  England 
^nd  cpotiaued  a  diflind  kingdom,  until 
JE^ngland  defcended  to  John,  a  fpace  of 
about  twenty-two  years  5  during  >rhich 
divers  grants  and  charters  to  his  Irifh  fub^ 
jeds  were  made,  and  are.ftill  in  being, 
**  FolumuSy  quody  in  Jignum -^^delitatU  vefircd 
tarn  prtsclarcd^  tam  injSgnis^  liber  tatibuSyregno 
noftro  4ngli^  a  fatre  nojiro  ^  nobis  canceffisj 
de  gratia  nofira  &  donOy  in .  regno  Hibernian 
gqudeqtis.vQs  et  veftri  h(j^re4ps  in  perpetuum,'^ 

^ : ■  fhu 
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This  grant  was  confirmed  by  Hcnrjr  III 
in  the  Irilh  Magna  Charta.  And  from  tha^ 
time  England  and  Ireland  have  had  ieparate 
jnriOidions,  and  remained  independent 
kingdoms^  tinder  one  head,  without  an^ 
fobordinatibn  of  the  one  to  the  other. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  it  Wis  enaded 
m  the  Itilh  parllatnent,  that  no  ^atntes 
made  in  England  Ihonld  be  in  {btce  in  f  re* 
land  bcfi>re  they  were  allowed  and  pnblilfaed 
in  the  parliament  of  this  ktngdotti.  Ih  the 
facceeding  reigns  feverd  Eiigliih  ftatnt^b 
were  thus  authorized  in  Ireland;  tilt  at 
ledg^h^  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VH.  allthe 
English  ftatutes  were  grafted  tipoh  the  Iriih 
flock. 

He  endeavours  to  anfwer  bbjeflions  to 
the  claims  lince  made  of  Englifh  z€t%  bind- 
ing Ireland,  where  Ireland  is  particularly 
named.  He  fhews,  that  when  thofe  ads 
were  made,  Ireland  was  in  fuch  confufion 
that  Ihe  could  not  affemWe  parliaments  of 
her  own,  but  fcnt  her  reprefentatives  to 
England;  and  that  the  very  fame  thing 
was  done  even  fo  late  as  Crom well's  ufurp- 
ption.  As  to  the  law  paffed  in  England, 
during  Charles  the  Firft's  tyranny,  for  levy- 
ing 
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ing  money  in  Ireland,  that,  he  fays,  was 
made  of  no  force  by  the  aCte  of  fettlement 
and  explanation,  paffed  here  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  11. 

From  thefe  premifes  he  infers,  that  fo 
for  arc  we  from  finding  precedents  antece- 
dent to  the  reftoration,  for  England's  par- 
liament binding  Ireland,  that  there  is  pre- 
fcription  for  the  parliament  of  Ireland  re- 
pealing an  a£t  palTed  in  England,  relative 
to  the  ajftirs  of  Ireland.  But,  however 
fpecioufly  this  writer  may  argue  for  the  in- 
dependence of  his  country  dejure^  it  is  to 
all  intents  and  purpofes  bound  de  fa6lo  by 
Bngltfll  a£ls.  The  navigation  ad  exprefsly 
names  and  binds  Ireland ;  for  it  compels 
all  (hips  belonging  thereto,  importing  goods 
from  onr  plantatioiis,  to  touch  firfl  at  Bng-^ 
land.  The  a(9s  too,  prohibiting  the  ex- 
portation of  wool,  raw  or  manufadured,  to 
any  country  except  England,  are  firmly 
bindings  by  the  firft,  it  is  made  highly  pe- 
pal)  by  the  laft,  felony  of  death. 

After  all  this,  would  you  not  be  amazed 
to  hear  a  people  thus  ihackled,  talk  of  their 
liberties,  their  privileges,  and  their  conflitu-t 
tion  f  YfX  this  language  is  held  here  pretty 

generally, 
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generally.     Talk  to  an  Irifhman  of  at  union 
with  England,  and  he  almoft  takes  fire, — 
\_      what  I  bereave  U3  of  our  parliaflg^ent^  and 
then  onerate  us  with  taxes  I 

I  once  thought  that,  the  Irifh  cpnfiitu- 
tion  was  formed  upon  the  £iigli(l)  ijf^odel, 
and  that  it  confided  (imply  of  king^^ :  lords, 
and  commona;  but  if  it  were  originally  ib 
framed,  it  is  now, totally  altered^  for  at 
preient  it  confifts  of  five  branches  at  kaft. 
By  ap  aif!  manj^ged  hy; a  Lord  Deputy, called 
Poining^  in  the  reign  of,  Henry  VII.  it  was 
provided^.that  no  bill  (hould  appe^i^;  ii>^fore 
either  houfe  of  parliament,  which  .-had  not 
been,  approved  of  in  England.  Jf.^:  mem- 
ber wilhes  for  an  a6iy  -Ije  brings -in  what  he 
calls  the  heads  of,  a  bill^ — which  heads,  if 
approved  of  in  his  houfe,  inuft  next  undergo 
the  fcrutiny  of  the  Irifh  Privy  Council; 
where  all  matters  fufpeded  of  being  ofFen- 
five  to  government  are.  generally  ftrangled 
in  their  birth.  For  the  members  of  thia 
council  are  put  in,,  and.  turned  oyt,  at  the 
royal  difcretion.  But  if  the  matter  of  the 
bill  paffes  this  board,  it  rouft  next  fuffer  a 
revifion  in  England,  from  whence  it  is  tranf- 
mitted,  if  approved  j  or  never  more  heard 

of. 
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of,  if  difliked.  The  heads  returned  from 
England,  arc  again  brought  into  the  houfe 
where  they  originated,  under  the  form  and 
name  of  a  bill-y  which  houfe,-— if  unaltered, 
— it  paiTes  ^  and  fo  on  to  the  other  two  mem- 
bers of  the  legiflature,  as  with  us. 

The  Engliih  and  frifh  conftitutions  are, 
you  may  obferve,  fundamentally  different 
The  Privy  Council  of  England  is  the  moft 
potent  branch  ^  next  to  that  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil of  Ireland ;  lords  and  commons  ai^e  mere 
oftenfible  forms,  except  to  grant  money. 
For  though  bills  apparently  take  their  rife, 
in  one  or  othfcf  of  fhelrhoufes,  they  all,  vir- 
tually, originate  in  the  Crown  •, — the  other 
branches  have  only  negatives. 

But  if  we  enter  a  little  farther  into  this 
matter;  we-fhall  find,  that  the  legiflature  of 
Ireland  niay  be  faid  to  confift  of  fix  parts ; 
for  the  King  and  council  refer  the  heads  of 
each  bill  to  the  examraation  oi  two  men^  the 
attorney,*  and  fblicitor- general ;  and  if  they 
report  them  to  be  pt*e3udicial  to  the  trade, 
or  derogat6r^  to  the  dignity  of  EngJand,  they 
are  either-altered  or  detainied. 


•  •    • 

r     4      t 


When  the  crown  tfiwyers  have  made  fiich 
alterations  in  the  deliberations  of  this  na- 
tion 
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tion  ai  they  tidnkfity  then  they  are  t!etQrtic4 
under  the  great  ibal^  andmuft  be  either  p^ 
led,  or  rejeded^  xa,  the  very  form  in  which 
they  now  ftand. 

Such  is  the  conftitution  of  If^land^  abdut 
which  her  patriots  mak6  fuch  a  pother  I 
Yet  to  fee  the  galleries  agitated,  as  they  are, 
by  the  harangues  ia  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
is  almoin  incredible^  You  would  think  firora 
their  anxiety,  that  national  falyatioia  de* 
pended  on  the  fate  of  a  queftioUjf  upod 
which,,  f^t  it  go  as  it  may,  there  are  fomany 
other  thecks  and  controuls,  that  it  HotvoB 
adoniihing  how  people  can  be  ihu3  dupc4 
every  other  year. 

If  this  kingdom  ever  had  a  free  legifla- 
ture,  it  has  been  long  loil,  and  therefi)re  it 
is  full  time  to  give  it  a  new  one  ^  for  to 
reflore  it  to  its  firijt  principles,  is  momlly 
impoifible,  and  if  it  werer  poilihby  it  is  not 
defirable.  The  IrilEh  ibould  bo  glad  to  ao 
cept,  and  the  £ngli(h  ready  to.  impart  t^ 
them,  the  benefits  of  our  equal  cooditutioa; 
I  (hould  not  take  up  this  hipp^atiy^  ftylo, 
if  all  our  writprs  upor;  the  fubjje^J,  for  the 
laft  half  century,  had  not  preffed  home  the 
fame  matter  in  the  iiroingeft  tesov^ 

.-       ,As 
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A»  the  grand  remedy  for  the  dediae  qf 
foreign  trade.  Sir  Matthew  Decker  pio- 
poiea»  **  to  unite  Ireland,  and  to  put  ali 
the  fubjedls  of  thefe  three  kingdoiua  on  the 
fame  footing  in  trade/'  Sir  Jq^i  Child  re* 
commenda  the  fame  raeafure.  Dr.  Camfbell 
fays,  that  the  main  drift  of  hts  Political 
Survey  was„  to  open  men's  eyes  on  the 
'^  impoirtdnce  of  uniting  in  the  firmed, 
elofbfty  and  moft  effedual  manner,  all  the 
parts  of  the  Britifh  territories,  as  being  at 
once  the  only  natural  and  certain  means  of 
eftablifhing  the  grandeur,  procuring  the 
fajTety,  and  fixing  the  permanency  of  the 
BritUh,  Epipire ;  a  triple  alliance,  or  nthec 
flri^  union  between  England^  Scotland, 
and  Ereland,  being  the  only  league  aecefluy 
to  make  his  Britannic  Majefty  th»  aioft  po* 
tent  monarch  of  Europe/' 

This,  one  would  think,  is  pretty  firong 
language ;  and  yet:„  when  I  once  converfed 
with  him  on  this  fubjecl,  he  told  me  he 
had  only  given  hints,  being  unwilling  to 
fpeak  out,  confidering  the  prejudices  on 
both  (ides  the  water.  De^sk  Tucher,  ipeaks 
the  fame  language,  axid  every  whent  infifia 
upon  the  advantagea  that    wou^   accrue 

from 
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from  this  mcafurc.  Sir  William  Petty  (kw  it 
in  its  true  light,  at  a  very  early  period,  and 
points  out,  as  ''  the  firft  impedrmcnt  to 
England's  greatnefs,  that  thd  '•territories 
thereto  belonging  are  divided  into  fo  many 
kingdoms,  and  feveral  governments,  viz. 
there  be  the  three  legiilative  powers  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  the  which 
infte&d  of  uniting  together,  do  often  crofs 
upon  one  another*s  trades,  not  only  as  if 
they  were  foreigners  to  each  other,  but 
fbmetimes  as  enemic^:'* 

If  authorities  were  heceflary^  I  could 
produce  many  more  to*  the  fame  purpofe; 
but  authorities  may  be  filent,  where  reafon 
fpeaks  fo  loud.  From  the  union  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  we  have  had  the^  expe-^ 
rience  of  condquences  mutually  happy  ill 
every  refped.  Can  we  doubt  of  ftill  greater 
advantages  from  annexing  Ireland  to  the 
other  two  ?  Since  the  foil,  climate,  and  ex- 
tent of  Ireland  are  fo  fuperior  to  thofe  of 
Scotland.  Far  from  being  an  objediotr, 
the  infular  form  of  Ireland  is  much  in  its 
favour,  by  giving  it  a  more  exterifive  coaft, 
800  mites  in  circumference.  It  rs  worthy 
obfervation,    that    this  kingdom,    though 

confiding 
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Confifting  of  near  2000  iquarc  miles,  is 
not,  one  place  with  another,  above  twenty- 
four  miles  from  the  fea ;  and  when  the 
canals,  now  making,  are  finifhed,  three  or 
four  counties  only  of  the  whole  will  be 
without  an  inland  navigation.  As  well 
might  we  fuppofe  that  England,  if  fubdi- 
vided  as  under  the  Saxon  Heptarchy, 
would  not  lofe  her  confequence  among  the 
States  of  Europe,  as  that  (he  would  not  be- 
come more  wealthy,  vigorous,  and  fiourifli- 
ing,  by  having  Jreland  joined  with  her 
under  the  fame  Icgiflature.  .  Vis  unita 
fortior. 

• 

If  we  could  fuppofe  another  Yorkfhire, 
or  Lancafhire,  or  both,  to  be  fuperadded 
to  England, — or  that  the  channel  were  con- 
verted into  dry  land,  and  Ireland  become 
part  and  parcel  of  England,  will  any  body 
be  fo  fceptical  to  doubt,  whether  fuch  an 
acceffion  of  territory  would  augment  the 
influence  of  the  Britifh  crown?  Are  our 
European  dominipns  of  fuch  an  unwieldy 
bulk,  that  we  never  ftand  in  liecd  of  men 
to  recruit  our  fleets  and  our  armies  ?  Are 
nof  numbers  of 'jpepple,  the  riches,  the  bul- 
wark of  a  ftatfer  it  would  only  argue  ig- 

Z  norance 


338        A  PMILOSOPHICAI-lSpRVEY 

norance  of  the  fad,  to  objedl  that  Ireland 
could  not  be  lb  well  improved,  nor  confe- 
quently  as  populous  as  Yorkftiire,  Lanca- 
(hire,  or  any  other  of  our  (hires.  Themoft 
northerly  counties  of  Ireland  arc  afferted  to 
be  as  populous  as  the  beft  parts  of  Eng- 
land ;  yet  they  are  the  word  lands  in  the 
kingdom,  and  within  a  century  were  the 
moft  thinly  inhabited. 

There  was  a  time  when  it  was  the 
language  of  our  hot-headed  politicians, — 
happy  would  it  be  for  England,  if  Ireland 
were  funk  in  the  bottom  of  the  (ea !  Even 
fo  late  as  the  ufurpation  of  Cromwell,  it 
was  propofcd  by  the  author  of  Oceana, 
"  to  exterminate  the  natives,  and  repeople 
with  Jews ;  for  that  the  Englifh  planted 
there,  whether  from  the  faults  of  the  foil, 
or  vices  of  the  air,  had  always  degenerated." 
But  a  fhort  interval  has  reprobated  the 
principles  of  that  fplenetic  repubhcan.  It 
is  now  pretty  well  underftood  that  Ireland 
is  one  of  the  brighteft  jewels  in  our  impe- 
rial diadem.  And  to  recur  to  ph}rfical 
caufes,  for  political  efFedls,  is  among  the 
reveries  of  a  crazy  brain.  Sir  William  Petty, 
Harrington's    contemporaiy,  who,   having 

Ipent 


OP  THE  SOUTH  OF  IRELAND.         339 

fpcnt  much  of  his  time  upon  the  fpot,  i$ 
certainly  a  far   better   authority,  faw  this 
matter  in  another  light :  difcourfing  of  the 
natives,  he  writes  thus  :— **  For  their  fhapc^ 
flature,  and  complexion,  I  fee   nothing  in 
them  inferior  to  any  other  people :  their 
lazinefs  feems  to  proceed  rather  from  want 
of    employment,    and    encouragement    to 
work,   than  from  the  conftitution  of  their 
bodies;  for  what  need  they  to  work,  who 
can    content    themfelves     with    potatoes^ 
whereof  the  labour  of  one  man  can  feed 
forty  ? — And  why  fhould  they  breed  more 
cattle,  fince  it  i&  penal  to  export  them  to 
England  ?  Why  fhould  they  raife  commo- 
dities, fince  there  are  not  merchants  fuffi- 
ciently  flocked   to  tdke  them  ?  And  how 
fhould  merchants  have  flock,  fince  trade  is 
prohibited,  and  fettered  by  the  flatutes  of 
England  r 

Though  Ireland  traces  her  antiquity  up 
to  Japhef,  ftie  is  not,  at  this  day,  four- 
fcore  years  old  in  the  line  of  improvement. 
Till  the  reign  of  James  I.  our  laws  never 
had  the  fliadow  of  obedience,  out  of  what 
was  called  the  Engli/h  pale.  The  rebellion 
of  1 64 1    foon  followed,  and   the   war  of 

Z  2  ]688 
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1688  clofed  the  fcene  of  blood.  Before 
the  revolution  there  was  no  permanent  te- 
nure of  peace,  and  ta  repair  the  necellkry 
devaftations  of  almoft  continual  war&re^ 
we  muft  dedu£t  many  of  tHofc  peaeefi:^ 
years. 

It  mnft,  however,  be  related  to  the  praife 
of  Ireland,  that  within  this  fhort  period 
flic  has  eftabliftied  one  of  the  greateft  ma- 
nufa£hiresf  in  the  world,  and  that  too  ia 
the  ixltJJft^  Northern,  mountainous^  aijd  bar- 
ren part  of  the  kingdom  j  whilft  the  icH 
terniil,  fbuthern,  and  fruitful  partis,  with 
fcarce  a  remnant  of  manu&dure,  are  ¥erg-» 
kig  to  depopulation.  A  very  lingular  phae- 
nomenon  this,  that  the  profperity  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  a  people  fliould  be  inverfely  as 
the  fertility  of  the  difl:ri(as  they  occupy  I 
Adieu. 


LET- 
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.  .-•.;,:    jlablin. 
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'TprttA'F.  f^M'tfito'fough   iocoiftoratiim   of 

(latUYe^  ¥^iih,f  at^rfeil  community  o£  prn 
vikges^:  ;V?ppld  :lbp.  JBQUtbally  advaiitageous, 
aptpieacs  tQaieaa^wtuitive,  ri^th^r  than  a  dfe* 
mqQiir^tiTe^  truth  ^  therefore,  without  en- 
terkg  ri^fio  aily  jctefpt. detail,  which  ^irould 
only  .perplex  the  fubjdSt^  I  ihall  ei^iimerate 
a  few  of  the  many  advantages  that  might 
fae  derived  from  fuch  a  union. 


»   ./ 


The  l^ritifb  empke  in. Europe  hqing  thus 
embodied,  and,  a3jt  ;^re,  knit  togerther  by 
affedlioQ  and  ^nti^c^Clir would  beeome  a  more 
firm,,  vigorous,  aftd,  wfiig^^ty  coitotcrpoife, 
for  its  extenfive vain)  iJKiDiteddbunnrinions  in 
America.  An  accelBoh  of  17,000^00  of 
acreS)  fo\irtee{i  o€  which  ii^  fertility  ,are  not 
inferior  tQ  Engladd^:  aibd  in  extent,  equal 
to  Scotland  *,  vi^ooW  fee  a  new  field  for 
th«.extei3ik>n  of  that  tillage,  which  we  com- 
.:  ...  plain 

*  Irehnd  Is  to  Scotland  in  extent  as  feventeen  to  fourteen, 
according  to  Templeman  ;  but  according  to  Malines,  as 
eighteen  to  fourteen. 
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plain  is  declining  at  home  ;  and  of  couiie 
would  become  a  nurfery  for  that  clafs  of 
men  which  is  failing  in.  England*  For  if 
there  be  any  truth  in  political  arithmetic^ 
our  people  have  decreafed  near  a  million 
and  a  half  fince  the  year  1 690,  notwith- 
iiandihg  the  increafe  of  London,  NorwiOh^ 
Liverpool,  Mancheiler,  Birmin^iim^  aiid 
other  great  towns ;  the  lofs  having  feUen 
principally  on  the  inhabitants  of  cottages. 
But  however  this  fad  may  be  diipoied  of^ 
certain  it  is,  we  cannot  have  too  many 
people  at  home  ;  and,  if  Ireland  wiire  ftlly 
peopled,  we  need  at  no  time  havc'recdurfc 
to  foreign  mercenaries; 

The  return  of  houfes  in  Ireland  for  the 
year  1754,  was  395,439,  and  for  the  year 
1766,  it  was  424,046;  fuppofing  therefore 
the  numbers  to  have  increaled  at  the  fame 
rate  in  the  nine  fucceeding,  that  they  did 
in  the  twelve  preceding  years,  the  number 
of  houfes  at  this  day  would  be  445,501. 
Which,  allowing  five  to  a  family,  will  make 
the  number  of  fouls  in  Ireland  2,227,505, 
But  as  the  return  of  houfes  by  hearth-col- 
ledors  is  rather  under  than  above  the  truth, 
^nd  as  there  are  many  families  in  every 

parifli 
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parifh  of  this  poor  country,  who  are  by- 
law excufed  from  that  tax,  and .  therefore 
probably  not  returned  *,  the  number  of  fouls 
in  Ireland,  upon  a  moderate  eftimate,  will 
be  2,500,000. 

As  no  part  of  the  kingdom,  except  fbme 
northern  counties,  is  fully  peopled,  and  as 
the  fruitful  parts  of  the  ibuth  might,  if 
properly. cultivated,'ea{ily  fupport  five  times 
as  many  as  now  live  there,  without  dimi- 
niihing  the  numbers  of  fheep  and  bullocks, 
it  is  manifeft,  that  the  whole  ifland  might 
not  only  fupply  our  de^ciency  of  i,5ooyooo, 
but  might  even  fuppott  double  its  ^  prefent 
numbers.  The  ifland  of  Java  is  lefs  than 
Great  Britain, '  yet  it'  is  faid  to  contain 
32,000^000  of  inhabitants^ 

•  ■  •  ■  ■ 

Bngland.  would  gain  by  encouraging  til- 
lage in  Ireland ;  for  that  woi^ld  enable  her 
to  cheapen  her  fabrics  at  foreign  markets. 
If  we  would  keep  down  the  exorbitant  price 
of  proviflons,  iiifteacT  of  prohibiting  the  ex- 
portation of  com  from  this  country,  wc 

ihould 

•  "  There  be,  fays  Sir  William  Petty,  i6o»ooO  cabins, 
without  a  chimney,  whofe  worth  is  not  reckoned."  If  there 
be  an  equal  number  of  fuch  houfes  now  in  Ireland,  the 
number  of  people  will  be  above  3,000,000. 
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fhould  permit  it,  not  only  to  all  places,  but 
at  all  timely;  except  when  the  value  exceeds 
a  given  ftandard.  Would  not  the  impoirt- 
ation  of  grain  from  Ireland  be  more  cafy 
and  expeditious  than  from  America  7  [ 

England  would  gain,  immediately^  by  fuf- 
fering  Ireland  to  indrap  her  own  WQpJ  %  for 
fhe  would  recover  two  parts  of  that  ilbare  of 
woollen  trade  fhe  has  loft  abroa(j[,  by  per- 
mitting this  kingdom  to  gain  the  othei: 
third;  as  I  think. has  been  already  jpjroved 
in  my  letter  from  Cprk,  ;  And  ihe  would 
gain,  mediately n  by  weakening  thofe  com- 
petitors, who  are  at  prefcnt  beating  her 
out  of  the  market,  bpth  in  the  .Levant  and 
Portugal.  If  theEnglifh  and  the  Irifh  were 
the  only  nations  who  could  carry  oh  apy 
confiderable  woollen  manufadure,  it  might 
perhaps  be  expedient  in  the  former  to  tie  up 
the  hands  of  the  latter.  But  if  it  cannot  be 
confined  to  EngKfh  territories,  and  if  we 
are  to  be  underfold,  would  it  not  be  more 
politick  to  refign  the.  market  to  the  Irifh  than 
to  the  French  ?  The  wealth  of  Ireland  is  as 
much  ours,  as  that  of  Corhwal  or  Northum- 
berland, 

England 
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England  would  gain  by  the  taxation  of 
Ireland,  which  in  time  would  be  able  to 
bear  a  part  of  the  burden,  proportioned  to 
her  extent.  At  prefent,  indeed,  {be  is  able 
to  bear  but  a  fmall  {bare  ;  being,  as  is  faid, 
taxed  more  heavily  already,  in  proportion 
to  her  ability,  than  England.  For  it  muil 
be  confidered,  that  Iri{h  abfentees,  who  en- 
joy the  moil  valuable  landed  properties  in 
the  kingdom,  contribute  not  a  (billing  to 
the  fupport  of  that  government  which  pro* 
teds  them.  An  attempt  was  made  a  few 
years  ago,  to  lay  ibme  very  light  tax  upon 
them,  but  this  was  defeated  by  the  cabals 
of  fadion.  A  land  tax,  if  it  were  raifed 
as  a  fubilitute  for  others,  which  oppreis 
the  poor,  would  be  a  deiirable  thing  in  this 
country,  as  it  would  oblige  the  abfentee  to 
pay^fomething.  If  on  the  other  hand  it 
ihouldfall  ultimately  on  the  tenant,  it  would 
fervc  only  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  op- 
prefiion. 

A  tax  upon  land  is  of  all  others  the 
moft  equal  5  for  if  fairly  laid,  the  rich  pay 
it,  and  it  does  not  fall,  as  moft  others  do, 
upon  the  induflry  of  the  poor ;  an  acre  when 
cultivated,  not  paying  more  than  the  fame 

in 
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in  the  ftate  of  nature.  I  pretend  not  to 
define  either  the  mode  or  meafure  of  tax- 
ation. But  if  a  union  of  the  two  king- 
doms ihould  at  any  time  take  place,  the 
ncceffity  of  taxing  this  country  Jightly  at 
firft  will  be  evident ;  Uttle  or  no  advantage 
could  be  reaped  from  it  in  the  beginning. 
The  increafe  of  taxation  fhould  be  gradual, 
and  keep. a  cautious  pace  with  the  augmen- 
tation of  trade;  of  which  the  legiflature, 
for  the  time  being,  will  be  beft  able  to 
judge. 

England  need  not  be  afraid  that  any  en- 
couragement given  to  Ireland  would  make 
a  fudden  alteration  ;  enthralled  by  evil  ha- 
bits, perfed  freedom  would  not  at  once 
emancipate  her.  Manners  have  a  greater 
influence  than  laws.  It  would  require 
much  time,  and  a  foftering  hand  to  rear 
induftry,  though  planted  ever  fo  carefully. 
Before  it  would  bear  the  rich  fruits  of  arts 
and  commerce,  a  long  feries  of  years  would 
pafs  away.  You  have  fecn  a  horfe  who  has 
been  thrown,  and  bound  to  have  fome  ope- 
ration performed  on  him,  yet  continuing  to 
lie  fiill,  after  being  loofed  from  all  his 
cords.  Juii  fo  would  it  be  with  Ireland. 
A  con- 
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A  coniiderable  portion  of  time  would  elapfe, 
before  (he  would  begin  to  exert  the  powers 
fhe  pofTefTed.  "  England  would  be  profited, 
lays  Deckerj  by  opening  the  trade  of  Ire- 
land. Which  country  being  too  poor  to 
give  it  the  extent  it  is  capable  of,  it  mud 
therefore  be  carried  on,  for  years  to  come, 
by  Englifti  flocks.  Confequcntly,  a  great 
part  of  the  profits  of  it  muft  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  English  merchant." 

The  vintage  may  grow  in  Ireland,  but,  if 
not  prefled  there,  it  will  certainly  be  drank 
in  England.  The  feat  of  empire  will  ever 
be  furrounded  by  the  vain,  the  affluent,  the 
ambitious,  and  all  who  afFed  diftindion. 
But  ib  much  muft  flill  remain,  as  to  put  the 
lower  clafles  of  the  people  almoft  above  the 
envy  of  the  prelent  race  of  fcarc  crows,  who 
guard  the  bullocks  and  the  fheep,  in  the  en- 
joyment of  thefe  fertile  plains. 

Where  then  would  be  the  harm,  if  it 
could  be  fo  managed,  that  in  another  age, 
Ireland  could  be  weaned  from  that  habitual 
idlenefs  we  fo  much  and  fo  unjuftly  blame  ? 
Could  we  be  injured,  if  inftead  of  indigent 
and  infurgent,  ihe  (hould  become  opu- 
Jpnt  and  civilized  ?  Would  it  not  be  pro- 
fitable 
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fitable  to  turn  as  many  hands  as  poffible  to 
induftry?  Do  we  not  univerfa}ly  cdiiiplain 
of  want  of  labourers  and  manufadltirers  ? 
Would  not  the  population  of  Ireland  fop- 
ply  thefe?  Is  England  a  country*  of.  fuch 
enormous  fize,  that  it  would  be  more 
weakened  by  an  exteiifion  of  tertitory  at 
home  than  abroad?  If  the  relources  of 
England  could  be  itlcreafedy  in  the  fame 
proportion  with  this  enlargement  of  her 
boundaries,  would  it  not  more  than  com- 
penfate  for  the  defedEion  of  America,  which 
now  feems  not  more  removed  iii  diilance, 

*  I  than  eftranged  in  affedUon  from  the  parent 

^'       country  ?  * 

And  even  granting  that  a  reconciliation 
between  Great  Britain  and  America  fhould 
take  place,  does  not  every  encouragement 
given  to  the  latter,  tend  to  the  immediate 
depopulation,  and  confequent  ruin  of  thefe 
nations?  Place  but  America  upon  the  foot- 
ing it  was  a  few  years  ago,  and  they  will 
migrate  thither  in  thoufands,  and  t&ti  thou- 
fands,  from  both  thefe  iflands. 

We  muft  at  length  fee  that  it  is  not  our 
wifdom  to  aggrandife  America,  at  the  ex- 
pence    of    more   domeftic    ifiterefts.      By 

granting 

*  It  is  now  between  two  and  three  years  fince  this  letter 
was  written. 
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grantiog  a  bounty  upoa  American  hemp, 
we  effedually  prohibited  the  importation 
of  it  from  Ireland,  and  put  a  ftop  to  the 
growth  of  that  necefTary  article,  in  a  coun- 
try fb  generally  fit  for  it.  By  relaxing  the 
navigation  laws  of  Ireland  upon  non-enu- 
merated *  commodities,  we  at  once  put 
1 50,000 1.  a  year  into  the  pockets  of  the 
Americans  ;  but  by  compelling  the  Irifh  to 
land  their  fugars,  and  other  numerated  ar- 
ticles in  England,  we  teach  them  to  fmuggle, 
and  carry  on  a  clandeftine  trade  with  the 
French.  We  muft  blame  ourfelves,  that 
an  e^ent  of  fo  fine  a  country  is  not  of 
more  advantage  to  us.  Private  intereHs 
and  public  jealoufiea,  are  the  grand  obAacles 
to  its  profperity  and  our  own  greatnefs. 

Inflead  then  of  cramping,  we  ought  to 
enlarge  the  trade  of  Ireland,  and  inveft  her 
with  all  our  privileges.  It  is  our  intereft 
to  impart  to  her  every  advantage  of  a  free 
conAitution,  as  we  have  done  to  Wales  and 
Scotland.  It  is  not  to  be  expeded  that  fhe 
fhouid  obtain  fuch  terms  of  taxation  as 
Scotland  did ;  which,  in  that  refped,  is 
much  better  off  than  even  England.  Her 
taxes  can  never  rife  above  a  given   fum, 

though 

*  Sec  Pojiletbwaite  on  thcfc  Subjcfii. 
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though  her  wealth,  and  confequently  her 
ability  to  bear  a  much  greater  burden,  is 
every  day  increafing.  But  there  were  good 
reaibns,  then  fubfifdng,  why  Scotland  made 
1h  advantageous  a  bargain.    Farewell, 


/    ^ 


LETTER    XXXVI. 

OttbliB. 

T^ROM  the  general  view  I  haVe  taken 
of  the.  mutual  advantages  refulting  from 
a  union ,  you  muft,  I  flatter  myfelf,  be  in-^ 
clined  to  think  that  nothing  could  more 
diredly  tend  to  the  future  aggrandifement 
of  the  Britifli  Empire  at  large.  It  will, 
however,  be  vain  to  plead  for  it,  unlefs  it 
can  be  demonftrated,  that  a  meafure  fb  ge- 
nerally beneficial,,  would  not  prove  detri- 
mental to  thofe  who  have  the  influence  and 
power  to  obftrud  it.  There  are  violent 
popular  prejudices  on  both  fides  the  water 
againft  it ;  which  very  oppofition  of  fenti- 
ment  furnifh  a  prefumptive  argument  in 
its  favour.  But  let  us  examine  the  mofl 
material  of  thefe  objedions. 

Some  of  our  merchants  allege,    that  if 
we  put  the  Irifh  on  an  equal  footing  with 

ourfelves. 
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ourfelves,  they  will  at  once  monopolize 
our  trade  ;  the  fituation  of  their  ifland  be- 
ing better,  with  refpeQ  to  commerce  j  their 
havens  fafer,  and  their  ports  more  nume- 
rous. 

Our  manufadurers  cry  out,  we  fhall  be 
undone,  for  the  Irifh,  who  can  live  upon 
potatoes,  wiU  be  able  to  underfell  us  at 
every  market. 

The  farmer  urges,  if  you  let  the  Irifli 
export  their  corn,  we  (hall  not  be  able  to 
pay  our  rents ;  and  the  landlord  concludes, 
that  of  courfe  the  value  of  lands  will 
fall. 

The  politician  argues,  by  admitting  into 
our  legiflature  fuch  a  number  of  additional 
peers  and  commoners,  we  throw  a  dead 
weight  in  the  fcale  of  government,  and 
fo  overturn  the  juft  balance  of  our  confti- 
tution. 

And  the  populace  exclaim  with  clamo- 
rous voice,— What!  Denizen  the  wholc^ 
Irifh  nation,  and  convey  the  birth-right  of 
Englilhmen  to  above  two  millions  of  bog- 
trotters ;  Liverpool,  Briftol,  and  all  the 
fea-ports  on  the  weftern  coaft  infirudt  their 

rcprefea- 
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f epreientatives ;  Birmingham,  Sheffield,  and 
other  inland  towns  memorial  government, 
not  to  execute  a  fcheme,  io  big  with  ruin 
to  the  manufa£h]re8,  the  commerce,  and 
the  liberties  of  old  England. 

Audi  alteram  fartam.  The  merchant 
need  not  be  alarmed  for  his  trade,  for  trade 
cannot  be  carried  on  without  flock,  and 
flocks  the  Irifh  have  not ;  and  if  they  had, 
they  have  neither  the  habits,  nor  the  know- 
ledge of  commerce.  No  fenfible  alteration 
can  poflibly  happen  for  this  goieration,  un- 
lefs  our  merchants  (hould  open  warehouies 
in  the  Irifli  ports,  and  then  they  would 
profit  themfelves  without  injuring  their  na- 
tive country.  This  method  is  already 
adopted  ih  the  linen  trade  of  Ireland,  which 
owes  much  of  its  fuccefs  to  the  £ngli(h 
capitals  which  are  embarked  in  it.  One 
would  think  that  political  wifdom  might, 
at  this  day,  be  old  enough  among  us  to 
be  convinced  that  no  trade  can  be  over- 
flocked  in  a  free  country,  if  all  the  de- 
partments are  fitly  arranged.  Trade  be- 
gets trade,  as  merchant  begets  merchant; 
arts  produce  arts,  and  inventions  pullulate, 
from  inventions.  There  will  be  room 
enough,  at  all  times,  for  the  full  exercife 

of 


OF  THE  SOUTH  OF  ICELAND.  353 

bf  all  the  induftry  of  both  couiitrids,  with- 
out any  clafliing.  The  fiiheries,  the  carry- 
ing bufinefi,  &c.  are.  all  open  and  mono- 
poiized  by  the  Dutch;  Does  London  thrive^ 
the  lefo,  bccaufe  Livenpool  and  .Glafgow 
grow  wealthy  ?  JViiftaken  maxims,  and 
felfifh  jpolicies  fo  mix  themfelves  in  public 
councils,  th^t  thfc  moft  certain  and  weighty 
interefts  of  the  comnaunity  are  frequently 
facrificed  to  the  moil  doubtful  and  trivial 
private  advantages* 

Birmingham  and  Sheffield  may  flecp  fe- 
cure  upon  their  fmoky  pillows  5  for  Ire^ 
land  imports  her  coals  from  England,  and, 
therefore,  will  not  heat  a  furnace  more  for 
half  a  century,  though  an  union  (hould  take 
place  to-  morrow*  They  need  not  fear  being 
underfold,  though  the  Irifh  at  prefent  drag 
on  a  miferable  life  upon  potatoes.  They 
fhould  confides  that  their  Vulcaniart  fons 
could  not  fubfift  upon  fuch  fpare  and  meagre 
diet.  If  Ireland,  or  any  patt  of  it,  fhould 
ever  ply  the  anVil,  her  Cyclops  muft  live 
like  thofe  of  England,  the  fledge  muft  be 
wielded  by  force  of  bdcf  and  pudding. 
Brought  upon  a  level  in  the  article  of  fub- 
fiftence,  there  is  no  reafon  why  ftie  fliould 

A  a  fupplant 
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fupplaat.  them,  hit  every  reaibn  to  the 
contrary.  It  is  detnonfirable^  and  it  has 
l)ecfi  demanft rated  by  Dr.  Tucker,  that  a 
poor  •  nation  can  never  carry  away  fix>m  a 
rich  one,  thofe  xnanufa^ures,  the  cheapne^ 
of  which  depends  chiefly  on  large  capitals^ 
and  complicated  machinery.  The  Scotch 
live  not  inore  expend vely  than  the  Irifh,  yet 
experience  proves  that  no  Englifh  tnanu- 
fadurehas  been  injured  by  thdir  ^^ompeti- 
tion  fince  the  union. 

The  only  manufkdurc  now  prohibited, 
which  could  in  a  {hort  time  avail  the  Irifh^ 
is  that  of  coarie  wocdlen  drapery,  whidi 
we  have  aheady  fhewn  would  be  the  moft 
fure  buttrefs,  and  firm  fupport  of  England's 
declining  trade  in  that  article  ^  as  will  be 
made  ftill  more  evident  by  what  we  are 
going  to  fay  in  anfwer  to  the  objedions  of 
the  farmers,  and  their  landlords. 

Tht?  ooe  thinks  that  he  keeps  up  the 
price  of  his  grain,  and  the  other  of  his 
lands,  by  difcouraging  Irifh  agriculture^ 
but  they  fhould  at  the  fame  time  confider 
that  trade  is  the  fource  of  the  high  value  both 
of  lands  and  provifions.  Whatever  promotes 
the  general  trade  of  a  country,  raifes  the 

price 
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pf  jee  oF  Iaftd3  hf  the  ^ituef  <^W4fid  fot 
its  pfodude-,  ktid  hQhik{Timt  influx  @f  ca{h. 

Thie  gmfatihg  this  etyurift-y  a  liberty  of  ejt- 

pOrtihg  gtaift  *t  all  tirflfed,  Wbttld  riioffe  con* 
ftibtote  td  r&ifc  thd  tfetd  df  kiltie,  by  an 
itttr^affe  of  eomttieirdi^,  than  to  \(Met  theftl 
by  ditaifti(biftgtft<i  price  of  thdl?  pro- 
dg^idtiS.      Th6    abtiftdaAde   of  proViflons 

permits  the  maflufddtiwf  to  fcH  Mi  ft  bricks 

chfc&p  ibtbud  •  ttid  a  ititiltrplicitipn  of  con- 
ftt&i^tf  Enable*  the  {ittittt  ta  p^y  his  Jretlt 

at  home.  ^  '\ 

A  redundancy  of  the  neceflaries  of  life 
is  thfe!  laft  thiilg  to  b6  dreaded  ki  a  mafiu- 

fa^tkig  ahd  ti-adrttg  conrtfi-y,    The  tioU 

liftder fees  this,  aM^tihereifofe- fets  Ho  bar; 
agaJflft  the  trtlpWtatiett  t>f  pto^dtis,  <io"me-'. 
fr&*&  -^hthtse  th^ty  iWay.      AtlM'  thefefbre, 
nevef   fteliftg  fea^dty,  he  h  tHt  able  t6 

uBdfer&li  his  neJgWboufs.  The  bfgh  rate  of 
provifiotts  abridges  th4  -cottfuriiption  of  ffla- 
nufad^tircs,  &ttd  «if  aattt^  beggars  the  tna- 
nufadurer.  Ac&ifdiii^f  vft  ttay  every 
day  perceive  an  increafing  poverty  among 
our  labourers,  joaiffteynien,  and  lower  rtic- 
cha-nicks ;  who  miift  therefore  ittigt^te  into 
other  countries.  Where  the  ftieafis  of  living 

A  a  2  are 
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are  more  eafily  earned;  Whether  the  de- 
creafe  of  our  lower  people  proceeds  from 
this  pr  other  caufes,  the  faS  is,  that  the 
dearnefs  of  provifions  has  been  the  com- 
plaint for  feveral  years  paft.  As  a  remedy 
for  this  evil,  ought  not  thefe  idle  hands  to 
be  employed?  By  encouraging  Irifti  agri- 
culture, we  (hall  have  more  convenient 
fupplies  for  our  manufadures  than  from 
America  ;  and  whilft  we  are  repairing  the 
waftes  made  by  pafturage  here,  we  (haU  be 
filling  up  the  gap  made  in  our  numbers  at 

home. 

'  '  .J 

But  our  political  objedor  is  fiill  to  be 
anfwered.  And  he  argues  from  the  remote 
fources  qf  ancient  hiflory.  He  tells  you 
that  the  Roman  conftitution  was  impaired 
by  the  incorporation  of  the  Italian  States, 
and  deftroyed  by  the  enfranchifement  of 
their  other  conquefts.  Now,  though  the 
empire  did  decline  after  the  laft  of  thefe 
seras,  it  does  not  follow  that  its  declenfion 
proceeded  from  that  caufe. 

Befides,  the  union  of  the  States  in  Italy, 
and  out  of  it,  are  feparate  queftionsj  nei- 
ther of  which  properly  apply  to  the  cafe  in 

point, 
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point,  as  the  learned  muft  eafily  fee.  The 
empire  became  a  body  too  unwieldy  for  the 
government  of  one  head,  and  was  overfet,not 
by  foreign  voters,  but  by  foreign  mercenaries.  /  / 
Had  Italy  borne  a  larger  proportion  to  its  '^'' 
conquefts,  it  would  have  been  much  fafer,  as 
it  would  have  had  more  internal  ftrength  to 
command  obedience.  The  vicinity  of  Ire- 
land makes  me  confider  it,  in  a  political 
view,  as  part  of  Britain,  the  jundion  of 
which  would  increafe  the  power  of  the  latter 
to  govern  its  foreign  dependencies.  , 

The  giving  the  right  of  Roman  citizens 
to  foreigners,  no  doubt  was  fufficient  to 
overturn  the  balance  of  power  in  the  little 
republic  of  Rome;  but  the  republic  of 
Rome,  and  the  Roman  empire  are  very  ^ 
different  objeds.  When  Rome  and  its  con- 
quefts were  under  the  government  of  one 
man,  its  fecurity  depended  on  the  firm 
union  of  its  European  territories.  The 
want  of  this  union  divided  the  eaftern 
from  the  weftern  empire,  and  at  length 
fubdivided  both  into  their  original  number 
of  States. 


\ 


\ 


•  \ 


If   a   parallel   is   to  be  drawn    between 
Rome   and   Britain,    as   to   a  union  with 

their 
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Ireland  \n  relation  to  Britain,  9»  Pne  pf  the 
Italian  States  in  refpq^t  to  Jlproc;  wd 
America  a?  the  Afrippft  4n4  Afiatick  t^^rri- 
torie?.  Yet  I  qupftipu  wh^fb^r  any  jP.ft 
parallel  c^U  h^J  dt^wn  ^ven  this  Wt^y  i  fa 
cjiffer^qt  ^tp  thq  wanii^rq  pf  the  peppje^  aad 
th?  ij:(irit  <?f  sptie^t  and  ii^«4prn  gpvwnm^nt. 
Be  th^^t,  hp^evpr,  jm  it  may^  it  canpqt  be 
qoqc^iv^ad  ih^t  a  qif^pRljor  froin  ^gh  cpwnty 
iq  Ireland, ^ud  frpq^f .  t];irpft  pr  fou^Qfitlbeft 
towns,  with  twplve  pf  ^rte^n  Ifift  peer?, 
could  endanger  the  liberties  of  England. 
Nay  it  is  evident,  that,  if  the  univer^;  Jiap- 
pinefs  of  the  people  he  ^  the  pepfiw^ipp  of 
government,  this  m^afure  f^em?  abfplut^ly 
neceflTary  to  complete  our  pQqftifijtipo,  Fox 
how  can  tha:t  ai(remhly,  whofe  deeifi9p?  re- 
gulate the  whple,  deliberate  eqijitahiy  on 
the  interefis  pf  the  feyeral  parts  without  IHr 
Formatjoii  ?  And  can  inforqpiatioq  cpme  with 
fuch  truth  and  propriety  as  ffop  xeprefenr 
tatives  ? 

As  to  popular  Qbje(^ipnS|  tb^y  are  aa  ior 

finite  as  they  are  nugatory,  and  therefor6  I 
(h^ll  bid  both  them  and  you  farewell. 


t      9     f\      * 


■  hMfT-, 
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npHAT  a  political  and  commercial 
union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
would  be  mutually  advantageous,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  fhcw.  England,  like  an  old 
merchant,  by  admitting  a  young  one  into 
partnerfhip,  would  not  only  increafe  her  ca- 
pital, but  would  be  eafed  of  much  labour,  to 
which  fhe  is  become  unequal ;  and  Ireland, 
as  the  new  one,  would  not  only  get  cuftom- 
ers,  but  knowledge  and  ability  to  apply  her 
capital  to  the  bed  advantage* 

Yet  the  objeflions  againft  the  meafurc 
are  full  as  numerous  in  the  meridian  of 
Dublin,  as  in  that  of  London.  If  a  can- 
didate for  any  county  were  foppofed  capa-. 
Wc  of  favouring  fuch  a  deftrudive  fcheme, 
it  would  be  fufficient  to  defeat  his  cfedion. 
It  is  hung  up  to  the  fearful  multitude,  as  a 
bugbear,  by  ambitious  mcn^  who  folemnly 
promife  to  ufe  all  their  eloquence  and  inte- 
reft  againft  it.  One  would,  however,  think 
there  could   be  nothing  fo  formidable  to^yj^ 

Ireland^ 
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Ireland,  in  being  invefted  with  all  the  prir 
yilegcs  of  old  England. 

The  people  are  induftrioufly  mifled  in 
their  opinions  on  this  fgbje^.  Every  cor- 
porate town  in  the  kingdom  has  the  ruling 
and  interested  party  to  found  the  ajarm ; 
for  as  they  would  all  lofp  the  rjght  pf  re- 
turning niember^  to  parHament,  apd  of 
cOTurfq  their  confequence,  they  reprefeot 
every  pUn  of  incorporation  as  prpgnant  with 
difhonour  and  ruiq.  The  firft  ixiagiftrate^ 
aldermen,  and  burgcffes,  who  fhare  the 
emoluments  of  the  borough  cyery  eighth 
year,  declaim  loudly  againft  it,  at  theif  city 
feaft?,  and  corporation  dinner^. 

The  capital  in  all  countries  takes  the  lead 
iji  fafliions  of  every  fort  j  and  that  it  fhould 
be  the  fafhion  to  talk  againft  4  union  ip 
Dublin,  is  not  unnatural.  Pqbliij  i^  not 
like  Cork,  as  yqu  might  fuppofe,  a  city  fup- 
ported  entirely  by  commerce  5  it  is  yery 
much  upheld  by  being  the  winter's  r^fidence 
of  people  of  fafhion,  efpecially  dpring  the 
feffions  of  parliamept.  It  would  therefore 
be  as  popular  to  decry  th(p  \Yaters  at  Bath, 
93  to  recommend  a  union  in  Dublin.     Thq 

fpbjea 
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fubjed  is/  however,  fo  little  undcrftood, 
that  I  fhould  not  be  amazed,  if  the  whole 
body  of  woollen  weavers, — the  very  perfons 
who  would  be  the  firft  and  greateft  gainers 
by  the  fcheme, — were  to  take  up  arms 
aigainft  the  promoters  of  it.  The  news- 
papers arc  generally  fluffed  with  inflam- 
matory declamation  againft  it-,  they  lead 
the  cry,  and  th^  reft  of  the  kingdom  hark 
in,  without  looking  farther,  and  thus  con- 
found the  intcreft  pf  Dublip  with  the  in- 
tereftspf  Ireland, 

People  accuftomed  to  the  pomp  and  pa- 
geantry of  ftate  begin  to  value  them,  and  be- 
come unwilling  to  part  with  them.  There 
will  be  always  fome  particularly  fond  of  magr 
nificence,  parade,  and  fhow  j  caftlc  levees, 
caftle  balls,  and  battle-ax-guards.  When 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  goes  to  give  the  royaj 
aflent  to  their  bills,  the  ftreets  are  lined 
with  foot  foldiers  from  the  Caftle  to  the 
Parliament-houfe,  and  a  f(jiiadron  of  horfe 
efcorts  him,  with  all  the  other  infignia  of 
royalty.  A  lady  with  whom  I  was  fitting 
in  a  window,  to  view  the  laft  of  thefe  ex- 
hibitions, could  not  help  aiking  me  in  a 
fort  of  exqlt^tion, — raifed  perhaps  by  the 

trumpet 
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trampet  and  the  drum.,--<-Whet}}eF  we  hid 
any  thing  likp  that  m  l^odoa^ 

But  the  IriGi  are  not  Hngular  in  their  at- 
tachment to  foch  matters.  It  was  provided 
by  a  claufe,  added  to  the  articles  of  the 
oaioa  of  Scotland,  that  their  crown  and 
other  r^atia  ihontd  neoiain  at  Hplycood- 
ho»^,  And  fuch  was  the  popcdaf  prejudice 
againA  ^he  union,  that  while  tlio  treaty  \vas 
ia  nc^pciation  at  Edinburgh,  it  became  ttt^ 
ceifary  to  call  in  the  army  to  prote&  the 
boufes  and  perfons  of  thofe  who  were  fup- 
poCed  to  &vour  the  meafure.  Yd;  every 
body  knows  that  Scotlwid  was  the  |*iB- 
cipflt  gainer  by  the  bargains  "^evy  pre- 
judice, except  that  of  religion,  prevails  here 
that  did  there,  but  upon  a  worfe  fbunT- 
datiofl. 

,.'-^Let  us,  however,  endeavour  to  an-fwer 
the  moft  weighty  of  thofe  obje^ions  raifed 
by  the  Jrifti.  They  affert,  that  Ireland  is 
already  taxed  higher  than  England,  in  prot 
portion  to  her  trade :  one  half  of  the  na- 
tional income  being  carried  off  by  pen-. 
iioners  and  abfcntees.  And  that,  as  fhe 
eould  not  reap  any  immediate  advantages 
front 
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from  a  free  trade,  ihe  would  not  be  able  to 
bear  any  additional  ta?  at  prefeqt.  By- 
way of  reply  to  the  firft  of  thefe  objections, 
we  rauft  obferve  that  Ireland  is  rather  un- 
equally, than  heavily  taxed  j  for  refident 
gentlemen  pay  but  little,  and  abfentees  pay 
nothing  towards  the  ejjpences  of  govern- 
ment. An  equitable  taxation,  therefore, 
pan  only  be  exped^ed  from  an  incorporation 
with  England, 

To  the  fecond  objedion  it  may  be  an- 
fwered,  that  no  t^x,  except  upon  land, 
ihould  be  levied,  till  Ireland  ftiall  have  felt 
the  commercial  advantages  of  a  union.  It 
fhould  be  confidered  that  the  Irifli  parlia- 
ment may  at  any  time  impofe  a  land-tax, 
without  ftipulating  for  any  compenfation, 
by  enlargement  of  trade  •,  ^nd  that  the 
burden  may  be  made  to  fall  on  the  tenant 
alqne  ^  whereas,  if  the  tax  were  laid  by  the 
Britifh  parliament,  care  would  be  taken 
that  it  fhould  f^H  pn  the  landlord,  as  in 
England, 

The  drain  from  abfentees  is  the  only 
plaufible  argument  that  an  Irifliman,  who 
iijeans    well    ^0   this    coqntry,    can    urgQ 

againfl 
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againfl  a  union.  Yet  the  additional  expen- 
ditore  from  thence  would  not  be  fo  great 
as  is  apprehended.  At  prefent,  almoft  all 
the  ^fcat  incomes  are  fpcnt  in  England ; 
men  of  fmall  eDates  muft  live  where  the 
ccHnforts  of  Hfe  are  attainable  at  a  rate 
ibitable  to  their  rent-rolls.  Abfenteefhip 
would  no  otherwife  affed  Ireland,  than  it 
does  the  diftant  parts  of  England ;  which 
are  now  pretty  much  deferted  for  the  town 
refidence.  But  if  commerce  fhould  once 
get  footing,  it  would  be  here  as  in  England; 
the  abfcnce  of  the  gentry  would  not  be  fo 
much  regretted. 

In  a  country  fo  poor  as  this,  the  em- 
ployment given  to  labourers  by  refident 
gentlemen,  is  a  grand  objed;  but  if  the 
country  had  the  benefits  of  tillage  and  ma- 
nufaflurc,  it  would  fcarcely  be  deemed  an 
objed  at  all.  For  fuppofe  that  a  gentle- 
man's park  of  five  hundret),  or  a  thoufand 
acres,  were  poflefled  by  fifty,  01  a  hundred 
families  of  induftrious  fpinnersand  weavers, 
would  not  the  community  be  profited  ?  In 
one  cafe  ten  or  twenty  idle  fervants  are  fupr 
■  ported,  in  the  other  feveral  hundreds  of 
Tjfcful  mechanicks.     A  gentleman  of  two 

or 
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or  three  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  will  pro- 
bably not  fpend  half  his  income  in  his 
country  refidencej  and  of  what  is  fpent 
there,  how  fmall  a  proportion  is  laid  out 
on  the  produds  of  Ireland?  The  butler 
wears  EngliQi  cloth,  as  well  as  the  mafter 
and  his  fons ;  and  it  is  well  if  the  lady  of 
the  houfe  content  herfelf  with  Englifh  ma- 
nufactures ;  (he  and  her  daughters  are  pro- 
bably dreffed  in  French  filks.  It  is  per- 
fedly  indifferent  whether  Englifti  woollen, 
or  Iri(h  linen,  is  worn  in  England  or  Ire- 
land; fo  that  in  the  article  of  drefs,  Ire- 
land only  avails  itfelf  of  the  liveries  ;  and  as 
to  the  table,  (he  only  furnifties  the  necef- 
faries  of  life  $  all  the  reft  are  foreign 
luxuries,  tea,  fugar,  fpices,  wines,  &c.  &c. 
From  the  neceffaries  of  life,  no  great  ad-? 
vantage  is  received  by  the  neighbourhood; 
the  ground,  however,  which  produces 
them  might,  as  I  have  fliewn,  be  very 
ufefuUy  employed.  It  is  not  here  as  in 
England,  where  they  depend  on  the  next 
market  for  their  meat  5  here  are  no  flefli 
markets,  except  in  their  beft  towns ;  every 
refident  gentleman  is  obliged  to  kill  his  own 
beef  and  mutton. 

Do 
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Do  not  be  furprifcd  when  I  tell  yoA 
there  are  fo  few  markets  j  for  Where  there 
are  few  bayers,  there  will  be  but  few  fellers ; 
nor  fuppofe  that  if  the  gentry  did  refide  here 
there  would  be  markets;  there  might  be  a 
butcher  who  would  undertake  to  fttpply 
three  or  four  gentlemen  in  a  neighbour- 
hood, but  this  would  no  more  make  A 
market,  than  the  coofumption  of  theit 
liveries  would  create  the  weaving  of  wool. 
Nothing  but  wealth  diffufed  by  manufae- 
tures,  agriculture,  and  commerce,  can  pr*- 
duce  a  regular  fupply  of  provifions  in  conn-' 
try  tow  ns.  The  demefnes  of  the  lords  add 
fquires,  well  peopled  with  indaftrious  me- 
chanicks,  fubiifting  by  free  trade,  would 
more  contribute  to  the  markets,  and  otl^tt 
good  national  piitpofix,  than  the  tefideace 
of  tbem  and  idl  the  abfentees  tea  titaes 
told. 

It  Ihould  be  confideted  that  z  mete  df- 
culation  of  caifa  can  fcaicely  be  tteke/oad 
beneficial  to  a  country,  but  fioiah  a*  drcula* 
tion  as  produces  induilry.  Money^  if  ic 
generates  idlen6&,  is  an  evil,  hot  -  3  good. 
The  filver  of  Peru,  and  the  gold  o£  Mexico^ 
have  not  made  Spain  rich,   becaufe  they 

did 
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did  not  make  her  induOrioiis.  An  iildut 
of  money,  from  the  refidence  of  gentry, 
is  feldom  of  important  ufe  ;  nay,  I  (hould 
imagine  that  it  frequently  does  harm  •  for 
it  creates  a  certain  number  of  retainers  and 
publicans,  who  deipend  on  that  alone  for 
their  iapport,  which  being  withdrawn,  they 
are  reduced  to  helplefs  indigence.  Accord- 
ingly^  wc.  in  general  find  more  beggary  near 
the   habitations   of   the   great    than   elfe^  I 

where.  ' 

No  town  was  ever  enriched  by  a  barrack ; 
the  money  ipent  does  not  at  all  compenfate 
for  the  idlenefs  and  debauchery  it  produces 
among  the  lower  people.  A  tovra  may 
fobfift,  but  can  never  grow  wealthy  by  let- 
ting of  lodgings.  If  the  fprings  were  to 
dry  up,  Bath  w^uld  return  to  its  original 
nothingnefs.  It  would  not  be  fb  with 
DuUin,  upon  the  event  of  a  union,  be- 
cau&  flie  has  other  i^fborces  than  mere 
letting  of  lodgings:  (he  would  continue  to 
be  a  confiderable  trading  city ;  and  the  feat 
of  government',  aiad  of  the  courts  of  juftice. 
At  prefent  the  centre  of  national  amufe- 
ments,  it  would  ftill  take  the  lead,  in  all 
the  politer  arts.  Other  towns  would  im- 
prove, 
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prove,  but  it  would  not  decline.   .  I  argue 
thus : 

A  free  and  unreiirained  exportatioa  would 
fo  increafe  the  demands  for  Dublin  manu^ 
fadures,  that  it  would  be  the  firft  place  in 
the  kingdom  to  feel  the  advantages  of  an 
open  fea.  The  interefts  of  the  comber,  the 
Ipinner,  the  weaver^  the  dyer,  the  prefier, 
the  clothier,  would  more  than  cbunterba*^ 
lance  the  loffes  of  the  milliner,  the  taylor, 
and  the  hair-dreffer.  The  very  trade  of 
poplins^  which  are  fo  univerfally  priased, 
would  become  prodigious.  Befides,  the 
filk  manufacture,  which  is  folely  confined 
to  Dublin,  would  foon  flourifhj  and  the 
city  would  become  a  fchool,  to  which  they 
would  flock,  from  all  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  for  inllrudion  in  the  principles  of 
the  mechanick  and  commercial  arts.  And 
there  would  be  no  danger  of  overftocking 
the  feveral  branches  with  artifans  as  at 
prefent. 

There  is  one  objedion  dill  behind,  which 
being  the  only  one  common  both  to  the 
Englifh  and  the  Irifh,  deferves  particular 
notice.  They  generally  agree,  that  as  the 
linen  manufadure  meets  with  fufEcient  en- 
couragement, 
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eouragemeflt,  it  might  fufEce  to  employ  all 
the  idle  hands  in  the  kingdom.  But  this 
objedion,  though  plaufible,  can  have  but 
little  weight  with  thofe  who  underftand  the 
ftate  of  the  country.  That  bufinefs  can  ne- 
ver get  footing,  but  where  there  is  a  plen- 
tiful fupply  of  fuel ;  and  though  Ireland 
does  in  fbmc  places  fuperabound  with  peat, 
yet  I  am  told  that  about  half  the.  kingdom 
is  deftitute  of  it.  So  that  however  difa- 
grecable  the  bogs  of  Ireland  may  appear, 
they  are  the  prime  fourccs  of  its  wealth,  for 
without  them  the  linen  manufadure  could 
not  fo  much  as  exift. 

The  linen  trade,  though  in  a  condition  ^ 
fo  thriving,  as  to  export  two  millions  value 
yearly,  is  by  no  means  co-extended  with 
its  turf-bogs  j  and  farther,  it  never  can  be 
carried,  except  where  coal  is  in  great  abun- 
dance. It  muft  be  obferved,  that  there  are 
other  requifites  befide  fuel,  and  flax,  and 
fpinners,  and  weavers  j  the  laft  hand  is  to 
be  put  to  it  by  the  bleacher.  The  bleacher 
cannot  work  without  water,  and  falls  of 
water,  which  are  rarely  to  be  met  with, 
except  in  hilly  countries  :  near  the  one  half 
of  Ireland  is  faid  to  be  level;  confequently, 

B  b  the 
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the  linen  manufadure  can  never  be  tho- 
roughly eftabliflied  in  above  one  half  the 
kingdom  :  and  therefore,  without  the  free- 
dom of  working  up  her  own  wool',  (he  muft 
remain,  as  it  were,  paralytic  on  one  fide. 

But  it  would  be  well  if  one  half  were 
employed ;  for  in  diftriSs  fufceptible  of  the 
bufinefs,  it  is  flill  in  its  infancy.  .  Mr.  Dobbs, 
a  writer  of  this  country,  computes,  that  in 
the  year  1731,  not  above  five  counties  were 
embarked  in  making  linens.  Let  us  fup- 
pofe  that  there  are  now  eight,  and  even  then 
it  will  be  eftabliflied  but  over  one-fourth  of 
the  whole. 

From  this  view,  one  can  fcarce  help  up- 
braiding thefe  people  for  their  tardy  progress 
in  this  trade.  I  have  frequently  done  lb 
from  the  impulfe  of  feeling,  but  now  correal 
myfelf  by  confidering  how  much  has  been 
done,  and  how  difficult  it  is  to  eradicate  old 
habits,  and  acquire  new  ones. 

At  the  conclufion  of  laft  war,  this  king- 
dom was  in  a  more  flouriftiing  condition 
than  at  prefent.  The  high  rents  raifed  fuch 
a  fpirit  of  difcontent,,  that  ever  fince  the 

peace, 
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peace,  fo  advantageous  to  America,  they 
have  been  migrating  thither,  in  fuch  num- 
bers, that  the  price  of  lands  is  laid  to  have 
fallen  near  a  thirds  The  exports  of  linen 
too  have  decreafed  in  the  fame  proportion, 
the  emigrants  being  moftly  weavers.  For 
the  two  laft  years,  indeed,,  the  difturbances 
in  America  having  checked  this  roving  dif- 
pofition,  the  trade  has  revived,  and  the 
rents  have  rifen.  But  how  tnuft  both 
for  ever  languifh,  if  upon  the  refcttlement 
of  affairs,  America  ftiould  improve  her  civil 
conftitution  ? 

This,  and  every  other  confideration, 
fhould  make  us  think  betimes  of  putting 
this  country  upon  fuch  a  footing,  that  it 
may  turn  out  to  our  greateft  advantage,  by 
letting  every  quarter  of  it  exercife  a  trade  \ 
befl  fuited  to  its  local  circumflances,  and 
by  preventing  it  from  wafting  its  days  in 
the  fombrous  gloom  of  unjoyous  indolence, 
and  under  all  the  prefTures  of  hopelefs  and 
unpitied  poverty.  And  it  fhould  be  the 
policy  of  every  Irilh  patriot,  inftead  of 
oppofing,  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to 
efFcd  an  incorporation  of  the  two  king- 
doms« 

Bb  2  It 
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It  feems  indeed  rather  a  matter  of  furprife, 
that  government  has  not  long  ago  inter- 
pofed  to  make  it  palatable  to  both  nations. 
For,  however  prejudiced  may  prevail  on 
both  fides,  right  reafbn  and  felf-intereft 
fhould  dired  all  parties  to  bring  it  about  as 
foon  as  poflible  ;  that  fo  valuable  a  part  of 
the  empire  may  become  as  famous  for  arta 
and  induftry,  as  it  is  now  infamous  for  the 
want  of  them  ;  and  that  thus  lofirig  its  evil 
habits,  and  its  very  name,  it  be  no  more  Ire- 
land, but  Weft  England  or  Little  Britain, 
and  that  the  ftile  of  our  Sovereign  be  Bri- 
tanniarum  Rex, 


LETTER    XXXVIII. 


Dublfn. 


X7  OUR  news-papers  have  thrown  us  all 
into  a  panick :  They  would  make  us 
believe  that  a  fort  of  plague  is  raging  in 
London,  as  well  as  in  Paris,  The  good 
people  here  exped  that  it  will  be  their 
turn  next;  for,  they  fay,  they  feel  every 
malady  which  aifeds  England  ;  flattering 
themfelves  at  the  fame  time,   that  it  lofes 

much 
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much    of   its    virulence    ijQ   croffijng    the 
channel. 

But  let  them  fay  what  they  will  about 
the  malignity  of  infedion  degenerating  be- 
fore it  reaches  them,  I  am  perfuaded  that 
this  influenza,  which  they  call  the  tail  of  an 
eaftern  plague,  has  already  plumed  many  a 
hearfe  in  this  weftern  ifle. 

A  book  put  intp  my  hand,  ftiews  that  the 
return  of  this  diforder,  if  not  periodical,  is  at 
leaft  frequent ;  for  it  appeared  no  lefs  than 
four  times  during  the  forty  years  preceding 
that  publication.  The  faculty  are  much 
indebted  to  the  labours  of  the  induftrious 
author,  whofe  name  is  Rutty.  He  was  the  , 
firft  who  methodized  a  hiftory  of  the  mine- 
ral waters  of  Ireland  ;  and  who  gave  hiftories 
of  the  weather,  feafons,  and  difeafes  of  Dub- 
lin ;  with  a  comparative  view  of  the  climate 
of  Ireland,  England,  and  other  countries. 

His  obfervations  are  made  on  the  forty 
years  immediately  preceding  1770,  and  he 
grafts  them  upon  an  eftimate  of  the  num- 
bers which  died  in  Dublin,  of  each  dif- 
order, during  the  antecedent  period  of  forty 

years. 
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years,  which  he  took  from  Dr.  Brian  Ro^* 
binfon,  a  name,  like  that  of  Helfham,  ce- 
lebrated in  this  country  for  phyfical  and 
mathematical  knowledge. 

From  the  fafts  laid  down  in  his  compa-^ 
rative  view,  he  infers  that  the  general  ftate 
of  the  climate,  and  difeafes  of  Ireland,  are 
pretty  much  the  lame  as  that  of  England,^^ — 
with  this  difference,  that  neither  he^t  nor  cold 
are  in  fuch  extremes  here  as  there ;  which 
he  accounts  for  from  the  fituation  of  Ire- 
land being  farther  out  in  the  ocean,  and  from 
its  nearer  approach  to  the  vapours  wafted 
upon  the  wings  of  the  W.  and  S.  W.  efpe- 
cially  the  former,  which  he  fhews,  from  the 
diaries,  are  more  frequent  here  than  in 
jEngland. 

From  hence  he  deduces  the  falubrity  of 
the  climate  of  Ireland, — he  fhews  alfb 
from  the  fad,  that  the  inhabitants  are  as 
healthy,  and  extend  the  term  of  life  as  long 
as  any  other  people.  He  confefTes  that 
this  country  has  not  unjuftly  acquired  the 
appellation  of  Matula  Jovis^  from  its  re- 
dundant moiflure  j  yet  he  holds  it  to  be  an 
error,  that  ^  humid  atmofphere  is  inimical 

to 
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to  longevity.  Though,  fays  he,  "  we  live 
in  a  conftant  balneum  vaporis^  yet  the  moif- 
ture  and  temperate  quality  of  the  air  is  a 
great  advantage  to  us.  For  it  not  only  fe- 
curcs  us  from  the  pernicious  efFeds  of  heat 
and  drought,  but  it  likewife  defends  us 
from  the  ill  effefls  of  exceflive  cold  and 
drynefs;  all  which  are  produdive  of  more 
acute,  and  violent  inflammatory  diforders 
than  are  found  here  j  as  appears  from  re- 
peated obfcrvations.  The  watery  vapours 
ferve  in  fome  meafurc  to  corred  the  crifping 
and  drying  quality  of  E.  N.  and  N.  E. 
winds,  and  at  the  fame  time  yield  a  con- 
ftant  fomentation  to  the  fibres,  and  being 
imbibed  by  the  cutaneous  pores,  dilute  the 
blood." 

In  confirmation  of  this  theory,  he  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  malignity  of  all  epidemic 
difeafes,  which  originate  eaftward,  is  mi- 
tigated here  ;  there  being  fomething  in  the 
ftate  of  the  air  which  refifts  the^  propa- 
gation of  difeafes,  as  well  as  of  poifonous 
animals;  and  that  the  plague,  which  did 
fo  often  and  fo  cruelly  infcft  England,  was 
wonderfully  rare  in  Ireland. 

He 
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He  fhews  that  the  weather  is  more  va-» 
riable,  and  the  changes  more  fudden,  than 
in  other  countries;  yet  he  argues,  that 
thefe  changes  are  not  fo  confiderable,  nor 
fo  prejudicial  to  health,  as  the  daily  changes 
in  warmer  climates.  Fahrenheit's  thermo* 
meter  never  varies  in  the  year  more  than 
from  twenty-feven  to  feventy-five  degrees ; 
whereas,  in  South  Carolina,  a  difFerence  of 
30  degrees  in  twenty-four  hours,  has  fomc- 
times  been  obferved ;  the  range  of  varia-? 
tion  there  being  83  degrees. 

He  lays  down  a  table  of  the  comparative 
heat  of  the  feafons  in  London  and  Dublin, 
eftimated  by  that  curious  obferver  Pr.  B, 
Robinfon, 

London.  Dublin. 

Winter,    i.oo  ^  -^  1.45 

Spring,      3.00  -  -  2.14 

Summer,  5.00  -  -  4.68 

Autumn,  3.00  -  -  3.80 

12.00  12.07 

From  this  greater  warmth  of  air  than  is 
common  in  fo  northern  a  fituation,  he  ac- 
counts for  the  perfpiration   of  the  human 
body  being  greater  in  Ireland  than  in  Eng- 
land, 
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land,  and  nearly  as  great  in  Cork  as  in 
Italy ;  as  it  appears  to  be  from  the  fol- 
lowing medium  eftimate  for  the  years  1721, 
and  1744^: 


Dublin, 

0.980 

Cork, 

1472 

England, 

0.817 

Italy, 

1.480 

From  a  review  of  the  bills  of  mortality 
for  forty  years  in  Dublin,  he  Ihews  that  the 
number  of  perfons  buried  was  remarkably 
greateft  in  dry  years.  All  which,  he  fays, 
is  agreeable  to  Wintringbam's  obfervations 
of  the  moift  feafons  being  more  natural  and 
healthful  in  England.  From  the  concur- 
ring teftirnonies  of  the  late  Englifli  writers, 
compared  with  fimilar  obfervations  made 
here,  it  appears,  that  the  feafons,  wherein 
the  hygrometer  was  mod  fenfibly  (hortened, 
were  remarkably  free  from  all  epidemic 
difeafes;  and  that  ftorms,  the  ufual  conco- 
mitants of  rain,  are  alfo  found,  in  both 
places,  to  be  attended  with  more  health, 
and  Icfs  fickncfs,  than  calm  weather;  as 
diflipating  the  vapours,  which  by  Ongnation 
might  prove  dangerous. 

He 
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He  does  not  deny  but  that  exceffive  and 
long  continued  rains,  and  moillure,  are  alio 
nnvvholfpme ;  and  he  admits  that  three  out 
of  four,  in  a  long  feries  of  fuch  years,  turn 
out  epidemick  and  mortal;  but  then  he 
argues,  that  they  have  this  efFedl,  not  pri- 
marily, but  confequentially,  as  they  corrupt 
and  fpoil  the  fruits  of  the  earth. 

As  thefe  conclufions  are  all  drawn  from 
experience,  that  great  baffler  of  fpeculation, 
they  feem  very  fatisfadory.  And  v^rhat 
wonderfully  corroborate^  them  is,  that 
from  the  obfervations  made  on  the  water- 
men of  London  and  Holland,  it  appears, 
that  this  clafs  of  men,  though  perpetually 
inhaling  aqueous  humours,  are  as  remark- 
able for  health  and  longevity  as  any  other 
people  in  the  countries  to  which  they  be-^ 
long. 

Thofe  bogs  wherewith  Ireland  is  in 
fbme  places  overgrown,  are  not  injurious 
to  health,  as  is  commonly  imagined :  the 
v/atery  exhalations  from  them  are  neither 
fo  abundant,  nor  fo  noxious,  as  thofe  from 
marfhes ;  which  become  prejudicial  from 
the  various  animal  and  vegetable  fubftances. 

which 
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which  are  left  to  putrify  as  foon  as  the 
waters  are  exhaled  by  the  fun.  During 
the  overflowing  of  the  Nile,  Egypt  is  com- 
paratively healthy ;  when  the  waters  fub- 
fide,  putrefadion  takes  place,  and  the 
plague  returns.  Bogs  are  not,  as  one  might 
fuppofe  from  their  blacknefs,  mafles  of 
putrefadion  j  but  on  the  contrary,  they  are 
of  fuch  a  texture,  as  to  refift  putrcfadion 
above  any  other  fubftance  we  know  of.  I 
have  feen  a  fhoe,  all  of  one  piece  of  leather, 
very  neatly  Hitched,  taken  out  of  a  bog 
fome  years  ago,  yet  entirely  frelh  ^ — from 
the  very  fafliion  of  which  there  is  fcarce 
room  to  doubt  that  it  had  lain  there  fome 
centuries.  I  have  feen  butter  called  roujkin^ 
— which  had  been  hid  in  hollowed  trunks 
of  trees  fo  long,  that  it  was  become  hard, 
and  almoft  friable,  yet  not  devoid  of  undu- 
ofity.  That  the  length  of  time  it  had  been 
buried  was  very  great,  we  learn  from  the 
depth  of  the  bog,  which  was  ten  feet,  that 
had  grown  over  it.  But  the  common  phge- 
notnenon  of  timber  trees  dug  out  of  thefe 
bogs,  not  only  found,  but  alfo  fo  embalmed 
as  afterwards  to  defy  the  injuries  of  time, 

4emonftrates  the  antifeplic  equality  of  them. 

That 
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That  pair  of  horns  of  the  mooie  deer, 
which  you  fee  in  the  Britiih  Mufeum, — 
and  by  the  way,  I  have  here  feen  a  pair 
much  larger, — rauft  have  lain  many  cen- 
turies in  a  bog;  for  the  Irifti  hidories  do 
not  recognize  the  exigence  of  the  animal 
whereon  they  grew. 

They  tell  me  that  human  bodies  have^ 
in  many  places,  been  dug  up,  incrufied 
ibme  feet  high  with  this  fubfiance,  and 
yet  entire.  A  cafe  in  point  is  reported  in 
the  Philoibphical  Tranfadions,  No.  43f) 
which  is  briefly  this. — "  Two  peribns  loft 
in  a  great  fnow  on  the  Moor  of  Derby(hire» 
January  14th,  1674,  and  not  being  found 
until  the  3d  of  May  following,  they  then 
fmelt  fo  flrong,  that  the  coroner  ordered 
them  to  be  buried  on  the  fpot. — They  lay 
in  the  peat-mofs  twenty-eight  years  nine 
months, — when  fome  countrymen  having 
obferved  the  extraordinary  quafity  of  this 
kind  of  foil,  in  preferving  dead  bodies  from 
corruption,  were  curious  enough  to  open 
the  ground,  to  fee  if  thefe  perfons  had  boen 
fo  prefer ved,  and  found  them  no  way  al- 
tered i  the  colour  of  their  {kin  being  fair, 
and  natural,  and  their  flefti  foft  as  that  of 

perfons 
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peribns  newly  dead.  They  were  after- 
wards eirpofed  to  fight  twenty  years,  though 
they  were  much  changed  in  that  time^  by 
being  fo  often  uncovered.  In  the  year 
17 16,  Dr.  Bourne  of  Chefterfield  was  there, 
who  gave  this  account  of  the  ftate  they 
were  then  in,  viz.  the  man  perfeft,  his 
beard  ftrong,  and  about  one-fourth  of  an 
inch  long,  the  hair  of  his  head  (hort,  his 
llcin  hard,  and  of  a  tanned  leather  colour  ; 
he  had  on  a  broad  cloth  coat,  which  he 
tried  to  tear  a  fkirt  off,  but  could  not. 
Dr.  Balguy,  who  communicated  this  ac- 
count, after  enumerating  other  particulars, 
concludes  by  faying, — the  thing  is  very  re- 
markable, as  there  are  no  means,  I  believe, 
of  prefer ving  dead  bodies  fo  well/ 

I  have,  in  the  above  accounts,  always  al- 
luded to  the  growth  of  thefe  bogs,  as  a 
known  thing.  Their  growth,  however,  is 
variable  in  different  places,  from  the  variety 
of  conditions  in  the  fituation,  foil,  humi- 
dity, and  quantity  of  vegetable  food  5  in 
fome  places  it  is  very  rapid,  in  others  very 
flow;  and  therefore  their  altitudes  cannot 
afford  any  certain  meafure  of  time.  I  have 
been  at  fome  pains  to  learn  their  theory,  and 

I  flat- 
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I  flatter  myfelf  I  am  in  pofleflion  of  it. 
But,  as  I  fancy  you  have  got  enough  of 
them,  I  fhall  not  attempt  to  explain  it ;  all 
1  (hall  venture  to  pronounce  of  them  is, 
that  they  are  vegetable  accretions.  If  thofe 
who  argue  from  definition  (hould  afk  me. 
Are  they  organized  bodies  ?  I  Ihould  anfwer, 
that  they  are  as  rhuch  fo,  as  many  fungous 
fubftances  we  fee  growing  on  trees,  and 
elfewhere.  But  be  this  as  it  may,  the  ftate 
of  the  atmofphere  is  fo  far  from  being  in- 
jured, that  it  feems  to  be  meliorated  by  fuch 
maffes  of  vegetation.  Since,  according  to 
Dr.  Prieftley/s  theory,  the  vegetable  crea- 
tion, inftead  of  vitiating  the  air,  reverfes 
the  effects  of  breathing  and  of  animal  and 
vegetable  putrefadion,  reftoring  to  putrid 
air  its  original  and  vital  purity.  It  feems  a 
mod  rational  fyftem,  that  as  putrid  matter 
yields  food  for  the  roots  of  plants,  (b  pu- 
trid air  fhould  afford  nourifliment  for  their 
leaves  y  which  inhale  the  tainted  particles, 
and  keep  the  remainder  of  the  air  fweet  and 
wholefome. 

In  the  manufaduring  counties  of  the 
north,  I  am  told  peat  fuel  is  become  {o 
fcarce,  that   turbary  lets  from  five  to  eight 

guineas 
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guineas  an  acre.  In  feme  places  they  are 
lb  eradicated,  that  there,  does  not  remain  a 
trace  of  them ;  the  groutid  being  now  con- 
verted into  rich  meadows,  or  fweet  paftures. 
This  explains  what  hiftbry  delivers  of  our 
own  country,  that  it  was  once  ofer-run 
with  bogs  :  Herodian  reports  that  one  half 
of  England  was  full  of  them,  and  that  the 
Romans  employed  their  armies  in  draining 
them. 

If  we  were  to  truft  authorities,  we  muft 
conclude,  that  Ireland  was  not  driginally 
inferior  to  England,  cither  in  the  fertility 
of  the  foil,  or  falubrity  of  the  climate. 
Tacitus  fays,  there  is  very  little  difference, — 
Orofius,  that  Ireland  is  lefs  in  extent  than 
Britain,  but  more  happy  in  the  temperature 
of  the  air  and  foil. — ^Ifidore  and  Bede  fpeak 
to  the  fame  purpofe. — Cox,  an  Englifh 
writer  of  the  laft  century,  whofe  hiflory 
difcovers  violent  prejudices  againft  the  na- 
tion, has  thefe  words :  ''  that  Ireland  is 
healthier  than  England,  may  be  argued 
hence,  that  feldom  any  peftilential  difeafe 
rages  there,  and  no  part  of  that  kingdom 
is  fo  unhealthy  as  the  fens  of  Huntington, 

Lincoln, 
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Lincoln,  and  Cambridgefhires,  the  hundreds 
of  Eflex,  and  the  wilds  of  Kent/' 

1  have  feen  an  ecclefiaflical  conftitution 
of  Canterbury,  difpcnfing  With  the  non- 
refidence  of  the  clergy,  on  account  of  the 
nnvvholefome  damps  of  that  diocefe.  And 
I  have  it  from  a  concurrence  of  teftimonies, 
that  the  poor,  who  go  over  from  this  coun- 
try yearly,  to  work  at  harveft  in  England, 
are  generally  feized  with  agues ;  which  are 
very  infrequent  in  any  part  of  Ireland. 
The  reafon  of  which  I  conceive  to  be, 
there  are  here  no  confiderable  tra£ls  of 
level  marfhy  ground,  the  lands  being  gene- 
rally diverfified  with  hill  and  dale,  and  fuch 
of  them  as  are  flat  are  not  fwampy,  but 
of  a  gravelly  bibulous  foil;  fo  that  after 
rain  is  over,  there  is  feared  a  veftige  of  it 
to  be  feen  in  moft  places.  What  we  call 
clay  ground  is  moft  rare,  as  far  as  I  have 
obferved.  And  we  have  feen  that  winds 
purify  the  air,  by  keeping  it  in  almoft  per- 
petual motion,  and  by  removing  thofe  nox- 
ious vapours  that  impregnate  a  ftagnant  at- 
mofphere.  Winds  are  infrequent  in  flat 
countries,  mountains  being  the  fource  of 
rivers,  and  the  parent  of  ftorms. 

Thofe 
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Thofe  fuddttk  ehaffifges,  and  ircx^xxeat 
wiiidsv  which  tcfndet  this  dimatte  fo  (Jff* 
agreeable  ta  otff  feehngs,  are  nevcrthelefo 
Ae  agents  wh'feh  ptirge  and  refine  tl!re  ah'. 
We  make  the  fome  eomplamts  of  our  oWtf 
cKttiate,  but  this  id  ftifl  ftioTe  mutable: 
Tfcte?  at-mofpbere  is  gencrafly  cleater  in  cold 
weather  th^n  m  hot,  and  it'  is  obfefvaSfe, 
that  the  drytifcfS  of  air  is  focmer  efTciabd  tjr 
the  a€Won  of  tfie  wind,  than  of  the  fun  j 
fw  the  fan  exhtffes^  tapour.  But  dbcs  not! 
c&flfparte  it  J  whereas,  if  the  winds  rarfe 
moifture,  they  aHb  di^ef  it.  Accordingly, 
fbgsr  are  more  rare  ill  hilly  than  levtf  coon- 
trie^i  I  ncter  faw  any  thing  like  a  fog^ 
dhm^g  my  foUT  through  thf  country  parts 
of  Ireland. 

Fhmida  folfiitia  &  Byefne^  orate  ferenas^ 
was*  die  precept  of  Virgil.  Here  he  would 
have  found  both ;  where  neither  the  Icorch- 
ing  heats  of  Cancer  drive  men  to  the  (hade, 
nor  the  piercing  colds  of  Capricorn  compel 
them  to  the  fire:  But  Jiad  the  poet  lived  in 
Ireland,  he  would' not  have  prayed  for  a  wet 
Summer;,  for  the  hiftory  of  this  climate 
gives  altnoft  quotidian^  fliowcrs,  for  two- 
months'  af)!er  the>  fun  hasf  paflbd  the  Sum- 

C  c  mer 
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mer  tropic.    This  mull  retard  vegetatioir^ 
and  by  combining  this  caufe  with  that  o£ 
the  greater  heat  of  Engjiand  in  Spring  and 
Summer,  may  we  account-  for  the  feafons* 
teing  fo  much  later  here  than  thepe.     For 
as  to  latitude,  that  can  make  no  great  dif- 
ference, part  of  the  county  of  Cork  bcing^ 
more  fouthward  than  London,  and  no  part 
of  Ireland  being  fo  northerly  as  Ibme  parts* 
of  England.     But  if  the  Spring  docs  hot:  ' 
fet  in  fb  early,  the  Autumn  tarries  propor- 
tionably  later  j,  if  the  trees  do  not  bud  fo». 
foon,  the  leaves  ftick  on  longer  j  in  Novem-. 
ber,   not  Odober,  is  the   fall  of  the  leaf.. 
The  reafon  of  all  which  is  evident  from* 
the  table  of  the  diifferent  degpeeS'  of  heat 
and  cold  in  the  two  kingdoms,  in  th€  fame 
feafons ;    the   fuperior  heat  of  Ireland  in 
Autumn  and  Winter,    being  m^re  than  a 
counterbalance  for  the  greater  beat  of  Engj- 
iand in  Spring  and  Summer. 

Upon  the  whole,  from  what  I  have  read, 
heard,  andfeen,!  muft  join  ifJue  witli  Cani- 
brenfis,  that  "  Nature  has  looked  with  a 
more  favourable  eye  than  ufual  upon  this 
kingdom  of  the  Zephyrs/'  And  if  a. 
fpirit  of  induftry  could  be  infufed  into  the 

people; 


OF  THE  SOUTH  OF  IRELAND.  387 

people,  by  a  juft  policy,  their  country  would 
not  be  inferior  to  any  other  on  the  globe^ 
unjder  the  fame  parallel.  Till  within  the 
laft  fcentury,  there  being  a  perpetual  warfare 
bet  ween  the  native!  and  the  laft  comer,  it 
became  the  barbarous  policy  of  the  times  to 
encourage,  inftead  of  reftraining,  the  growth 
of  bogs.,  Thefe  flopped  the  progrefs  of  the 
Engliftij.  and  ferved  as  fortrefles  for  their 
own  habitations.  And .  by  thus  confulting 
each  y 9  private  fafety,  they  abandoned  thatx 
of  the  public.  Dum  Jinguli  pugnant  univerfi 
vincuntut^  is  the  remark  of  Tacitus  on  the 
like  cpn^ud  of  the  Britons ;  for  they,  as 
well  as*  the  Gauls  and  Germans,  betook 
themfelves  to  their  paludesy  bogs,  or  fens, 
as  a  refuge  to  fhelter  themfelves  from  the 
conquering  Romans. 

Similar  caufes  muft  ever  produce  fimilar 
efFeds.  Wherever  a  favage  people  are  in- 
vaded and  worfted,  they  will  retire  to  their 
only  faftneffes,  bogs  or  mountains,  and 
there  prefer  barbarifm  and  wretchednefs,  to 
civility  and  abundance.  Such  is  the  in- 
born love  of  liberty!  Bogs  are,  however, 
in  my  eye,  a  certain  badge  of  flavery.  Ba^ 
tavia  was  the  moft  marfhy,  and  boggy  part ' 

C  c  2  of 
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of  £uifope,  tiH  (he  (hook  off  th^  %)afiiili 
ypke;  X  England,  after  ^I  the  Romans  had 
^QOe  ^nd  taught,  continujcd  in  many  places 
i^  h?r  oiigiDal  fis^te,  till  the  alienation  laws 
of  Qenry  Vli  Thefe  diiSulied  landed  pro-^ 
perty,  ajid  cteated  a^  yeomamy,  who  £x>a 
:i0erte4  that  charter  df  equality,  s^  con- 
&quent  independence,  to  which  Hatur^  had 
oj;igina%  entitled  them,  and  wherewith  the 
j^iiiit  of  their  laws  had  now  inveHed  them. 
When  each  man  could  enjoy  iSie  fruit  of- 
his  own  labours,  and  tranfmit  it  to^  hv  ion  ; 
when  the  poor  and  oppreiTed  vafTal  became 
the  thriving  ha{^y  tenant ;  then,  and  not  tiii 
then,  England  became  wkzt  her  and  fim- 
cfs  darling  child  defcribes,  ^^  another  Eden^ 
a  demi  paradife/'     Adieu. 


BETTER    XXXIX. 


Dublin. 


T  T  would,  I  prefume,  be  difHpult  to  ailigii 

^  any  reafbn,  a  priori^  for  that  property  in 

the    climate     of    Ireland    fq    baneful    ta 

ppifonous  animals.     On^  might  conjedure 

that  the  lam^  temperature,   which  i«r  ^^V- 

friendly 
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fritfiddly  to  th6  Grange  and  tfife  vihe,  haky  be 
the  agent  tdiitU  kills  the  idder^  the  toad, 
and  the  mole.  B^t  this  itifbUmg  iffbaid 
not  apply  td  Crete  ^  and  Cr^te^  th^y  Bfi  has 
the  ianie  property^ 

J    .       .  "  ,  *         - 

^uiD^us,  it  melior  rerum  Mfcentiom  OrigO) 
.  Tus  commune  (f edit  cum  Creta,  altrice  tonantisy 
Nostra  Hi  rfclftfis  dtminclant  iibila  in  oris. 

k  ^oirfd  be  etpialFf  difficult  pferhips  td 
detehnm^v  adihittrng  thfc  f2d,  whetlifer,  and 
how  far,'  clhniti  hatf  ailv  ^£fea  iri  ttlollifying 
the  nraicofar  fyfifem,  and -prbdiicihg  that 
pliabflity  of  limbs^  ated  aajvlty  of  \ibd% 
which  has  charaQeriaed  thi  Kifh  riatidh  *. 
It  fecvasi  however,  not  uflphifofophical  to 
fiippofe,  that,  ^  the  dperStioA^s  of  the  in- 
telled  depend  fo  iiitimfttely  oil  the  texture 
of  the  brain,  the  fame  organization  which 
generates  agility  of  body,  may  conduc6  to 
a  correfponding  vivacity  of  mind. 

But 

*  Atqae  uho  verW  dica'm  five  lernes  fGecundicatem,  iive 
mlBtfii  8c  pbrtoura  OjiporfUDitalein,'  five  ihcolas  refpicias  qui 
bellicofi  funt;  iiigenioQs^  cQr^orum  lineameorb  confpicui, 
mirifica  carnis  m$tttii,  {ff  propter  mufcuUrum  teneritattm  /igi' 
iitdti  ifuridibili  I  a  multM  dotibus  ita  fzlix  eil  infula  ut  non 
BMtf  dit&it  Gyraldiiit,'  tidturdm  hoc  Zefbyri  return  benigtikni 
4^uk  rrfpiMifi,    Cimbdea. 
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But  be  this  theory  applicable. to  the  Iriifa 
or  not,  it  tnuft  be  admitted  that  there  was 
^  time,  when  they  pofTeiTed  a  greater  fhare 
of  learning  than  any  other  nation  in  the 
weft.  This  we  muft  allow,  if  wc  give  aay 
credit  to  hiftory ;  I  do  not  mean  that  written 
by  the  Irifh  themfelves,  but  that  fupporied 
by  the  concurring  teftimony  of  foreign  wri- 
ters. Bede  fpeaks  of  Ireland,  as  the  great 
mart  of  literature^  to  which  they  relbrted 
from  all  parts  of  Europe.  Camden ;  fays, 
"  it  abounded  with  men  of  fplendid  genius 
in  the  ages  when  literature  was  rejedied 
every  where  elfe ;  that  it  is  frequently  rc-^ 
lated  by  our  writers,  in  praife  of  a  peribh's 
e4ycation,  Amandatus  eji  ad  difcipUnam  in 
Hiberniam.  Et  in  Sulgeni  vita  qui  ante/ex^ 
centos  qnnqs  jioruit  legitur^ 

Exempio  patrum  commotus  amore  leg^ndi 
Ivit  ad  Hibernos,  fophia  mirabili  claros. 

It  was  not  therefore  without  fufficient 
reafon  that  the  younger  Scaliger  fays,  "  Du 
temps  de  Charlemagne  &:  200  ans  apres 
omnesfere  do6ii  etoient  d'  Irlande/' 

As  Ireland  got  the  appellation  of  Sacra^ 
from  its  ante-venefic  property,  fb  it  got  that 

of 
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of  San3a\  from  its  being  the  nurfing  mo- 
ther tof  miny  learned  and  pious  men.  Now 
th^  afFcdl  to  -ibaH  it  Infuh  facro-fanBa. 
Acxiofding  to  Catridcri  and  others^  Luxieu 
Abbey  in  Burgundy,  Roby  in  ItdXyiWitzbiirg 
in  Frankland,  St.  Gall  in  Switzerland, 
Malrttjhury  and  Lindfsfern  in  England,  and 
Jonsi^  or  jFfy,  in  Scotland,  were  founded 
by  Irifli  Morfk&.'Bede  relates,  that  Of- 
waid,  the  Anglo-Saxon  king,  applied  to  Ire- 
land for  learned  rflen  to  ihftrutl  his  people 
in  the  principles  of  chriftianity.  And  Ra- 
pin  has  this  remarkable  obfervatipn : — *^  It 
is  furprifingly  ftrarigc  that  th€  converfion 
of  the  Englilh  ihoisld  be  afcribcd  to  Aujlin^ 
rather  than  to  Aidin^  to  Finian^  to  Colman^ 
io  Cedd^  to  Diumna^  to  Fhrfeus^  ^nd  other 
Irijb  or  *  Scots  Monks,  who  undoubtedly 
laboured  much  more  than  he.  But  here 
lies  the  cafe ;  thefc  laft  had  not  their  or- 
ders from  Rome,  and  therefore  muft  not 
be  allowed  any  (hare  in  the  glory  of  this 
work.'' 

'  Ireland, 


*  Rapin  makes  the  names  Scots  and  /r/)^  fynonymouSj  for 
tbe  reafons  we  have  iAie4^n  in  out  letter  from  Kilclare,  where 
thefe  very  Monks  have  been  proved  to  be  Scots  of  Ireland. 
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Irel^d  did  yiot  becpme  jabiblqtely  popijb^ 
till  after  the  Eoglilh  got  poflibS^n  of  k; 
and  thence  mty  we  diipem  t^ie  reaion  why 
the  Pope  was  fo  liberal  ia  his  gift  «f  it  to 

Henry  II. 

John  Scotus  Erigena  *  wfip  the  flrft  who 
wrote  againft  tranfub^lantiatioQ,  and  the 
whole  fpirit  of  the  church  of  Uelaad  mi^ 
litated  againft  the  eacro^chmeiits  of  foipal 
tyranny,  till  a  ten^pprali  dominioia  made 
them  bow  the  neck  to  «  fpivitijial  yoke.  .  I 
have  feen  a  folio  volnme  in  five  books  by 
him,  intitled  De  diviji^ne  najunB^  written 
in  a  ftyle  that  would  not  be  dfefpifed  at  this 
day.  He  muft  be  diflingiiiihed  from  Duns 
Scotus^  who  figured  in  the  13th  cetitury; 
and  for  the  honour  of  whofe  births  thefe 
three  nations  have  contended  aa  eagerly  as 
the  feven  cities  did  about  that  of  Homier, 

If  ypu  wi(h  to  fee  fpecim^ns  of  Iri(h 
compofltion  in  the  middle  ages,  I  would 
refer  you  to  Ufher's  Sylloge  ^piftolarum  Hi- 
bernicarum^  which  will  abundantly  gratify 
your  cpriofity,  and  perhaps  reward  your 
pains.      The   poems   of   Columb-cily    may 

perhaps 

*  Sirnaiiied  Erigina^  from  the  place  of  his  bir;h  l)cing 
Ifj^land, 
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perhaps  favour  of  monkiih  quaintnefs,  but 
his  profe  is  replete  with  founa  fenie,  clothed 
in  good  Latin,  lie  was  of  the  blood  royal 
of  Ireland,  the  apofile  of  the  PIds,  and 
founder  of  the  Abbey  of  Hy. 

Virgitiusy  (imamed  Solivagus^  a  native  of 
Ireland,  and  bifhop  of  Saltzburg,  mud  have 
been  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  erudi- 
tion, for  the  eighth  century  ;  he  ventured 
to  affert  the  heretical  do£lrine  of  the  Anti-- 
fades y  and  of  other  planets  befldes  the  earth  : 
which  his  infallible  holinefs  thus  interprets, 
— if  Virgil  maintains  that  there  is  another 
world,  another  fun,  another  moon,  and  that 
this  earth  is  round,  fb  that  there  is  another 
fky  oppofite  to  our  fky,  and  other  men  with 
their  feet  oppofite  to  our  ittt^  Anathema 
efio.  Galileo  vfM  not  the  ^rflf  philofophet 
wrhom  the  court  of  Rome  threw  into  dark- 
nefs,  for  attempting  to  enlighten  the  world. 

The  firfl  profeffbfs  in  the  Univerfity  of 
Paris  were  from  Ireland,  and  they  tell  you, 
that  our  Alfred  brought  profeffors  to  his 
newify- founded  College  of  Oxford,  from  the 
fame  country.  At  this  day,  the  patron 
faints  or  fcveral  nations  on  the  continent, 
l»r9  acknowledged  to  be  IrifL     Armagh  is 

faid 


tr  - 


•    ^- 
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faid  to  have  had  feveral  thbulands  of  flu- 
dents  at  the  fame  time ;  and  there  were 
other  feats  of  learning  not  lefs  famous. 

Lifmore^  long  fince  the  mufcs  darling  feat. 
Of  piety  and  learning  the  retreat. 
Her  alma  mater  (hone  as  bright  at  nooii. 
As  Oxford,  Cambridge,  or  the  great  Sorbonne. 
Time  (hifts  the  fcene, — no  longer.now  (he.  boads 
Her  churches,  colleges,  and  learned  hoils ; 
Nature,  propitious  to  the  favourite  foil, 
Reftored  her  lofles  by  the  birth  of  Boyle. 
Centred  in  him,  her  antient  glory  (hone. 
Who  made  all  arts  and  fciences  his  own. 


LETTER     XL. 


Dublin. 


H 


A  V I N  G  fomewhat  prepared  the  way, 
I  come  at  length  to  hazard  thofe  con- 
jedures  I  promifed,  by  way  of  anfWer  to 
Spencer's  queftion  ;  how  comes  it  then  that 
they  are  Jo  unlearned  Jlill^  being  fo  old  Scho- 
lars .? 

The  fond  advocates  for  the  honour  of 
Ireland  would  perfuade  us,  that  (he  has  en- 
joyed a  degree  of  illumination  equal  to  any 
other  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth ; 
while  David  Hume  fays,  that   *^  the  Irifh, 

from 
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from  the  beginning  of  time,  had  been 
buried  in  the  moft  profound  ignorance, — 
and  that  the  incurfions  of  the  Danes  and 
Normansy  which .  had  fprcad  barbarifm  in 
other  parts  of  Europe,  tended  rather  to  im- 
prove them."  ' 

Neither  of  thefc  reprefentations  are  juft ; 
that  is  panegyrick,  this  invedive.  The 
imonkifh  illumination  'of  Ireland  is  not  of 
a  kind  to  be  compared  with  that  of  coun- 
tries, whofe  antient  brightnefs  is  ftill  re- 
fleded  in  their  auguft  remains  of  the  fine 
arts ;  yet  it  is  fufiicient  to  prove  that  Mr. 
Hume's  caricature  is  like  the  illufions  of 
perfpedive,  which  vanifh  on  the  fpedator's 
nearer  approach. 

Learning,  which  dawned  in  the  remoteft 
eaft,  has  hitherto  moved  weftward,  like 
the  great  luminary  of  day ;  we  may  ftill 
mark  its  progrefs  from  the  Indies,  through 
Chaldea,  Egypt,  Phoenicia,  Greece,  Sicily, 
Italy,  Gaul,  and  Britain.  It  would  be  an- 
ticipating the  ordinary  courfe  of  human 
knowledge,  to  fuppofe  that  Ireland  has 
paffed  her  zenith  j  it  fhould  rather  encou- 
rage her  fons,  that  fhe  has  not  yet  come  to 
h<:r  meridian. 

We 
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We  have  not  data .  te  prove  that  Irelaad^ 
when  mc^  famed  for  learning,  wtfs  ia  Very 
civilised  nation.  Her  ieholars,  being  fhut  up 
in  ddiflef 8^  and  fequeikrbd  frbfai  the  workl^ 
were  not  the  fitted  infimniehts  te  fofttfn 
manners,  and  refine  the  arts  of  civil  life. 
It  is  the  genius  of  monafiic,  and  indeed  of 
every  other  fupbrflition^  tO  iiai'itm^  Itlft^ad 
of  cinlarging,  the  mind,  aad  to  teave  lattge 
fpaces  of  terra  intogmtd  in  thd  m^p  tif 
human  knowledge.  But  the  iafiirente  of  th^ 
political  conftittiiion  was  even  w&irft  thftli 
that  of  the  eeclefiaAical,  as  may  be  ibeh 
from  the  ilighteil  iketch  of  it; 

Each  province  of  Ireland  had  an  elective 
king,  under  whom  were  federal  tributary 
kinglingSj  and  over  all  ruled  the  monarch, 
eligible  only  from  the  four  provincial  kings. 
At  the  eledion  of  any  monarch,  king^  or 
chief,  it  was  cuftomary  to  appoint  a  chief- 
tain, next  in  dignity,  as  Ws  fucceffor,  with- 
out much  rcfped  to  pwimogenittfre.  Hvtn 
they  called  Thaniji^  and  thie  cufiom'  Thd^ 
nifiry.  \vt  the  choice  of  a  Thanift,  the 
brother  was  commonly  prefJjrrcd  to  thi* 
fon  of  the  deceafed,  and  even  the  ne*t 
cpufin  was  chofen  rather   thati^  either,  if 

thougbl! 
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thought  tnocs  worthy.  The  only  fixed 
rule  was,  that  the  e)e£)f^  (hoiiM  be  con* 
fined  to  the  fstrae  kifndred  or  Jeft.  The 
fptrit  and  intention  of  wbi<^  was  plainly 
this^- — to  prednde  from  the  fuec^on,  per^ 
fcns^  inefficient  to  toad  them  to  battle ;  and 
to  prevent  the  alienation  of  inheritance  to 
firangers,  who  n^i^t  have  fieppod  in,  during 
a  miiKMrity^  or  ka  adult  imbecillity,  and 
wrefied  it  from  the  lineat  heir.  But  how- 
ever well  calculated  it  might  have  been  to 
curb  deipotifm,  ^nd  preierve  the  martial 
dignity  of  family,  it  was  very  defcSive  in 
9SA  iho  attributes  ^  an  equal'  government 
and  peaceful  e^blt£hment :  it  breathed 
nothing  but  intrigue  and  cabaP,  diicord  and 
turbulence,  violence  and  bloodv  The  fad 
jullifies  this  account,  for  the  hiftory  of  Ire- 
land prefents  little  elfe  than  fcenes  of  civil 
war,  or  the  fanguinaxy  concuffions  of  do- 
meffic  fadjon.  The  foHowing  Laco- 
nick  epifiles  difplay  the  true  Spirit  of  thpfe 
times : 


O'Nial  tp  0;Doiw1.- 


Pay  me  youf  tfibutc*  or,  if  yo^  (k>Q*t 

O'Nial, 

O'Dpnncl   ta  0;Nialf: 

I  owe  you  no  tribute^  apd  if  Idi^-rr^ 


O'Donnek 

TllC 
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The  government  of  Scotland  was  origi-» 
nally  formed  upon  the  model  of  that  of 
Ireland.  And  however  it  may  have  been 
improved  latterly,  by  ceafing  to  be  elec- 
tive, we  find  that  Harrington,  whole  pur- 
port was  to  render  monarchy  odious,  feledis 
that  of  Scotland  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  worft 
form  of  kingly  government  that  ever  ex- 
ifted ;  fcarcely  one  out  of  three  of  its  kings 
dying  a  natural,  death. 

Under  fuch  turbulent  fyftems,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  arts  of  peace  could  make  buti 
little  progrefs.  Some,  however,  they  did 
make  in  Ireland,  before  the  ravages  of  the 
Danes,  and  the  invafion  of  the  Englifh  ; 
but  none,  that  I  can  hear  of,  in  Scotland, 
at  the  fame  period.  Nay,  if  the  Irifti  were 
difpofed  to  recriminate,  they  might  chal- 
lenge Mr.  Hume  to  produce  a  writer  of 
modern  Scotland,  /.  e.  Scotia  minor ^  before 
the  fifteenth  century,  equal  to  the  writers 
of  Ireland  in  the  fixth  and  feventh, 

I  am  aware  that  fome  of  my  hofpitable 
friends  in  Ireland  may  not  be  fatisfied  with 
this  mode  bf  defence.  They  are  not  pleafed 
with  Spencer  for  afking  the  queftion,  and 
they  may  be  ftill  lefs   Ho  with  me  for  my 

anfwer. 
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anfwen  I  fhall^  however,  fay  with  him, 
IJiand  not  in  fear  of  any  undeferved  dijlikes. 
But  it  (hould  plead  fontie  indulgence,  for 
him  at  lead,  that  if  he  expofes  evilcufloms, 
it  is  but  in  order  to  reform  them  ^  and  that 
he  fpares  neither  the  men  nor  manners  of 
his  own  country,  "  which,  he  admits,  was 
what  Ireland  is  now,  rude  and  barbarous, 
every  corner  having  a  Robin-Hood  in  it, 
for  it  is  even  the  other  day  fince  England 
grew  civil/' 

But  are  we  certain  that  Spencer  would 
afk  the  fame  queflion  ftill,  if  he  were  to 
revifit  the  earth  ?  For  certain  it  is  that  the 
face  of  things  is  much  altered  fince  his 
time ;  order  and  government  have  fucceeded 
anarchy  and  confufion ;  fchools  have  been 
opened ;  a  univerfity  has  been  founded  5. 
and  many  natives  of  Ireland  have  adorned 
the  republic  of  letters. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  muft  be  confidered 
that  there  have  been  two  civil  wars  fince 
Spencer's  time  ^  —  that  if  fchools  have 
been  opened,  thefe  are  but  few  in  number, 
and  fa  expenfive  as  to  be  above  the 
common  pitch  ;  —  that  if  a  univerfity  has 
been  endowed,  it  admits  but  of  a  fmall 
number  of  ftudents,.  compared  to  the  whole 

kingdom  J 


J^oo  A  PHILOSOPHICAL  SURVEY 

kiagdom  ;— 4hat  of  the  twa  milfions  3Tui  « 
hatf  of  foxkh  }n  IrQlaiu^,  tout  fo  Ofi€r  at 
leaft  ape  Papifis,  who,  precluded  freov  aH 
coafkitutional  adyaataged^  hare  no  tempta-* 
tion  to  Ikefaturdv  eveiv  if  tbey  had  aceefi 
to  it^^and  that,  according  te>  the  beofe- 
Iblters  of  Duhffin*,  500  copies  of  any  work, 
except  of  a  no^el  or  polllicat  paanphlet^ 
overfiocks  the  mafFket. 

From  all  which  it  is  not  necelQiiy  to  dfef^* 
cide,  whether  Spencer's  queftion  might  ftill 
be  aiked.  it  wrU  be  more  agreeable  to  my 
inclination  to  combine  thefe  wfth  other 
circumftances,  in  order  to  vindicate  thr  ge- 
nius of  the  nation  ;  and  to  fhew;  from  the 
fed!:,  that  fince  his  time  (he  has  produced 
literate  men,  not  dilproportioned*  to  her 
numbers  and  advantages,  taken  together. 

In  this  whole  kingdom^  there  are'  buf? 
2293  parifhes.  In  the  diocefe  of  Lincoln, 
there  are  near  1400,  befide  perpetual  cu- 
racies ;  but  there  are  faid'to  be  more  clergy 
in  that  fingle  diocefe  than^  in  all  Itdiand; 
owing  to  the  union  of  livings  here.  In  one - 
county  where  there  are  feventy-fir  pa- 
rifhes, it  is  afferted,  there  are  but  fourteen 

churches. 

That 
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The  difprbportioh  betS/trcen  the  numbers 
in  the  other  two  learned  profcflibns,  I 
fliould  conceive,  mlift  be  greater  flill,  in  cori- 
feqiience  of  the  general  potetty  arid  defcila- 
tion  df  this  country. 

In  the  univerfltles  of  Oxford  and  Canl- 
biridge,  there  are,  befidcs  halls,  forty  colleges^ 
fome  of  which  have  a  nurnber  df  ftudcnts^ 
equal  to  the  cdllege  of  Dublin.  In  our 
univerfities,  there  are  between  eight  and 
nini  hundred  fellows  and  profeflbrs,  whereas 
the  fum  total  of  thofe  in  T.  C.  D.  is,  as  we 
have  feen,  but  twenty-two ;  fourteen  of 
which  have  full  employment  in  the  in- 
ftrudtion  of  pupils  j  the  whole  care  of  tm- 
dergraduates  devolving  upon  the  juniof 
fellows. 

In  Scotland  there  are  four  uftiverfities, 
each  of  which  have  as  many  profeflbrs,  ds 
that  of  Dublin*  But  it  is  not  fo  much 
their  numbers,  as  their  different  oeconomy, 
which  has  produced  effcds  fo  Widely  dif- 
ferent* Their  foundations,  originally  nar- 
row, they  have  widened  by  induftry,  and 
what  Was  wanting  in  royd  favour,  they 
have  fupplied  by  care  and  attention  j  the 
Very  fubfiftence  of,  their  profcflfors  depend- 

D  d  ing 
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ing  upon  a  difplay  of  fuperior  excellence 
in  their  feverai  lines.  Edinburgh  has  been, 
for  fome  years,  the  firft  feminary  in  the 
Britifb  dominions,  for  all  the  hranches  of 
phyfick.  Glafgow  has  been  the  firft  icbool 
of  ethicks,  from  the  ingenious  Hutcheforiy 
to  the  fagacious  Reiid.  Scarce  a  year  pafles 
that  the  world  is  not  cither  amufed  or  in-' 
ilruded  by  fome  literary  produ£Uon  of 
Scotland.  And  if  thefe  dp .  not  all  beat. 
equally  the  ftamp  of  genius,  few  of  them  are 
without  erudition,  and  none  devoid  of  matrks 
of  induftry  and  application, 

I  am  not  ignorant  that  the  eminence  of 
Scotch  profefTors  may  be  attributed  to  ano- 
ther caufe,  than  the  conftitution  of  their 
univerfities,  feeing  that  their  eminence  is 
novel,  though  their  relation  to  thofc  learned 
bodies  hae  been  always  the  fame.  It  will 
be  argued,  that  writing  of  books  is  now 
become  a  trade,  and  that  a  poor  nation  wilt 
ufe  its  diligence  to  fupply  a  wealthy  one^ 
become  too  indolent  to  ftock  its  own 
market. 

Upon  this  principle  it  may  be  aiked. 
Why  does  not  the  fame  caufe  operate  in 
Ireland?    And  it  muft  be  anfwercd,  that 

though 
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th6t*gh  the  iiatioh  ii  c<M#pat4tively  pocrf, 
the  literate  part  6f  it  is  rich.  After  ad^ 
mHTioti,  the  fellows  rife  gratfudty  t6  all 
dffiees  and  citoblutnents,  merely  l^  fenio- 
t\tf :  attd  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  e^pedied,  that 
ttiett,  vtrho  have  a  certainty  of  artiple  prefer- 
ment, without  any  toilfotoe  effort,  fhould 
forego  that  cheerful  fociety,  which  a' great 
eity  lb  fttnply  furnifhes,  fot  the  precarious 
p*ofpe6l!  6f  future  fetoe,  and  the  eertain  tfr- 
ttfrtt  d(  prefent  Cfcrtftire, 


•Q^od  non  defit  habenteih 


Qu£  poterunt  unquam  fatis  expurgare  cicutsey 
Ni  melius  dormire  piitem  quam  fcribere  ? 

Th«  primary  int^tttion,  hdwev**,  of  afi 
Uftiveffityi  is  fidt  fo  tntich  t6  writ*  hferfelf^ 
^  to  form  writers.  And  for  this  pufpofe, 
the  pAin  of  education  here,  for  the  firft 
four  years,  is  weH  calculated ;  the  exami- 
nation of  undergraduates  beirtg  an  admira- 
ble mftitntion.    But  then  inftrbdtlon  gdes 

no  farther  than  the  rudiments.  One  teaches 
logick  in  the  hall  thi?  year,  Greek  the  neit, 
afironomy  the  third,  and  morality  perhaps 
the  fourth.  All  Which  muft,  in  the  ordi- 
liaty  eourfe  of  thing's,  be  but  fuperficially 

t)d  2  knowt}^ 


i 
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known,  and  imperfedly  taught.  Such  a 
conftitution  feems  not  only  unfriendly,  but 
bofiile  to  excellence^  and  1  cannot  help 
thinking,  if  the  Scotch  univerfities  were 
fimilar  in  this  reiped,  that  their  profeflbrs 
would  not,  at  this  day,  vie  with  her  better 
endowed  neighbours. 

1  have  granted  that  the  univerfity  of 
Dublin  is  well  calculated  for  conveying 
general  infirudion,  and  I  will  add,  perhaps 
better  than  any  other ;  but  I  am  perfuaded 
that  flie  is  by  no  means  framed  for 
fupporting,  augmenting,  or  extending  the 
charader  of  national  literature.  I  do  not 
fpeak  thus,  becaule  the  fad  argues  for  me, 
but  I  fay  fo,  becaufe  the  reafon  of  the  thing 
evinces,  that„  without  a  miracle,  the  fad 
cannot  be  otherwife.  And  fure  lio  Irifli 
gentleman  can  take  it  amifs  that  I  fhould 
labour  -to  wipe  off  a  national  reproach,  at 
the  expcnce  of  ftatutes  drawn  up  by  Arch- 
bifhop  Laud. 

But  here  the  national  prejudice  recoils 
upon  us,  that  a  fellow  of  T,  C,  D.  muft, 
from  the  neceffary  qualifications  for  ad- 
miffion,  be  a  man  of  profound  erudition, 
and  fully  adequate  to  fupport  the  dignity 

of 
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of  literature.     I  (hall  moft  readily  grant, 
that  the  young  men  who  get  fellowfbips, 
may  be  as  diligent  as  induftry  itfelf,  and 
that  they  have  read  a  very  general  courfe ; 
yet  hbw  is  it  poflible,  that  in  a  year  or  two 
after  taking  a  batchelor's  degre^(that  is  at 
five  or  fix  years  ftanding),  they  can  make 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  whole  circle  of  arts, 
fciences,.  and  claflicks,  viz.  Logick,  Mathe- 
maticks,    Aftronomy,     Phyficks,    Eihicks, 
Chronology,  Hiftory,  Hebrew,  Greek,  and 
Latin.     The  attention   thus  diftraded    by 
all,  if  colleded  on  one,  would  render  a  boy 
juft    come   from    fchool,   but   competently 
ikilled  even   in  that.     The  memory  may 
be  loaded  with   words,   when  the  under- 
ftanding  is  not  ilored  with  ideas. 

The  bufinefs  of  anfwering  for  a  fellow- 
fiiip^  is  faid  to  be  fo  mechanicaV,  that  fome 
tutors,  who  have  a  particular  intereft  at 
heart,  are  at  the  pains  to  fet  down  the 
^•olls  of  queftions  afked  by  each  particular 
examiner,  and  that  then  they  prepare  their 
pupils  accordingly.  A  youth  of  five  years 
Handing,  thus  aflifted,  may  anfwer  better 
than  one  of  learning  and  abilities  much 
fuperior,  without  that  advantage.  Newton 
yi^ould  appear  in  a  more  unfavourable  light 

here, 
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hi^tc,  th^a  be  4id  when  examined  at  Q^n^* 
bridge. 

To  avoid  this  eyil,  from  the  courfes  of 
pach  examiner  becpii»ing  kpown,  they  foroer 
times  interchange  courfes^  apd  the  F«ihfV 
who  examined  Mathematicks  laft  year^  wiU 
examine  Morality  the  next  And  from  this 
veering  of  the  courfes,  it  19  as  difficnlt  to 
conceive,  how  they  can  e)!;amiqe  with  %hv^ 
lity,  as  that  they  fhould  he  anfvrered  *itli 
judgment.  The  whole  is  an  unnatural  %%{k, 
impofed  on  the  examiner,  ap4  ^  nwfe  effort 
pf  memiory  in  the  examined. 

But  let  us  repapitulate  what  we  have 
faid.  We  haye  fhewn  that  there  are  more 
fclergy  in  one  diocefe  of  England,  than  in 
all  Ireland  j  which  are  not  fuppofed  to  be 
1200,  while  the  number^  in  all  EngUnd 
are  1 2^000  at  leaft, — that  the  difpropoition 
is  flill  greater  in  the  law  and  phyfick  lines, — 
that  the  number  of  fellows  \v\  T.  C.  D.  are 
but  twenty-two, — that  the  number  of  felr 
lows  and  profeffors  in  our  two  univerfities 
are  between  eight  and  nine  tnindred* — 
and  that  the  general  numbers  in  England 
are  three  for  one  ift  Ireland.  From  ^11 
^hich  it  follows,   that  the  advantages  of 

England 
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England  over  Ireland,  in  the  attainment  of 
learned  excellence,  is  c ceteris  paribus  merely, 
in  point  of  numbers,  in  a  ratio  made  up  of 
thefe  feveral  proportions. 

There  is  one  diiadvantage  ftill  behind, 
under  which  Ireland  labours,  which  out- 
weighs  all  the  reft,  and  that  is  her  provin- 
cial governrnent,  which  as  efFeduaily  re- 
prefTe^  her  literary  as  commercial  efforts. 
Habeffuh/eGlos  tanquamfuos^  viles  ut  alienos^ 
is  not  peculiar  to  any  people,  or  to  any 
time ;  it  is  a  fpirit  refulting  from  certain  re- 
lations. Here,  however,  it  removes  all  that 
might  roufe  ardor,  or  excite  emulation.  If 
any  rife  above  the  common  level,  it  is 
through  mere  dint  of  genius,  without  the 
temptation  of  reward,  or  the  allurement  of 
approbation.  Swift  was  outrageous,  that 
the  Irifh, — whole  loyalty  he  taxes  as  a  foible, 
— fhould  be  generally  fct  afide,  or  that  their 
pittance  fhould  be, 

The  kavings  of  a  church  diftreft„ 
A  hungry  vicarage  at  beft ; 
Or  fome  remote  inferior  pod. 
Worth  forty  pounds  a  year  ^t  moft. 

Preferment  of  all  forts  runs  here  in  a 
channel  very  different  from  th^t  of  merit ; 

which 
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which  indeed  is  beeoming  pretty  much  the 
cafe  in  England.  But  in  a  country  Inch  as 
ours  is,  and  Rome  was,  abilities  will  nci- 
ceffarily  emerge,  and  fignalize  thcmfelvcs; 
till  the  very  inftant  that  blind  corruption 
fhall  become  the  Sampfon  of  the  confli* 
tution. 

Many  favourable  circumftances  muft  con.- 
pur,  before  any  individual  can  confpicuoufly 
emerge.  A  genius  Ubldom  flands  al6ne. 
He  may  be  a  ftar  of  the  firft  magnitude, 
but  flill  he  is  oije  of  a  conftellatipn.  The 
collifion  of  different  fentiments  ilrikes  out 
the  rival  iparks  of  wit.  Hisnce  we  may  re- 
mark particular  aeras  of  illumination,  from 
before  the  Auguftan,  down  to  the  prcfeot 
age. 

It  fares  with  nations  as  with  individuals- 
There  muft  be  fome  happy  tide  of  events 
to  fwell  one  nation  above  the  level  of  its 
neighbours,  either  in  arts  or  arms,  efpeci- 
ally  in  the  former.  In  a  great  nation,  the 
genius  of  individuals  will  participate  of  the 
national  greatnefs  ;  it  will  in  fome  meafure 
be  buoyed  above  itfelf.  Whereas  in  a  fub- 
prdinate  one,  it  will  be  deprefTcd  to  the  low 
level   of    the   national   fate.     If  Edmnqd 

Burke 
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Burke  had  exerted  his  talents  to  the  utmoft 
in  his  native  country,  he  would  never  have 
been  compared  to  the  orators  of  antiquity. 
And  if  Dr.  Johnfon  had  fpent  his  life  in 
the  fame  place,  wc  fhould  not  now  look  up 
to  him,  ad  the  Colojfus  of  Hterature,   Adieu. 

LETTER    XLL 

Dublin* 

AFTER  reviewing  the  many,  and  al- 
mofl  unfurmoun table  obfiacles  to  lite- 
rary eminence  in  Ireland,  it  is  rather  to  be 
wondered,  that  fhc  has  produced  fo  many, 
than  fo  few  writers  of  diftindlion.  UJher 
was  a  fcholar,  fecond  to  none  thefe  illands 
pan  boaft  of,  unlefs  we  except  Selden.  In 
niere  fcicnce,  the  Biographia  Britannica  fur- 
pifhes  not  a  fourth  comparable  to  Bacon, 
Newton,  and  Boyle  *.         . 

Berkeley^  bifhop  of  Cloyne,  was  a  writer 
pf  very  fuperior  talents.  He  has  been 
/sailed  the  Irifii  Plato.  His  minute  philofo- 
fher  is  among  the  ftandards  of  the  Englifh 
language.  His  ejfay  on  vifion  has  extended 
jhp  boundaries  of  fcience  j   and    however 

whimfical 

♦  See  Page  394. 
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whimfical  his  trcatife  on  the  principles  of 
human  knowledge  may  appear,  it  is  un- 
anfwerable,  except  on  the  principles  of  com- 
mon fenfe.  I  cannot  help  admiring  his 
Siris^  however  it  may  have  been  ridiculed 
for  beginning  with  the  properties  of  Tar, 
and  ending  with  thofe  of  the  Godhead. 

The  advocates  for  Newton's  principles, 
affedl  to  decry  his  fcientifick  abilities^becaufe 
he  would  perfuade  infidels  in  religion  not  to 
fwallow  the  dodrine  of  fluxions/as  an  article 
of  faith.  So  high  a  rcfpe£l  have  I  for  the 
genius  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  that  it  approaches 
*  towards  veneration.  My  fubmiflion,  how- 
ever, to  his  authority,  is  not  fo  refigned 
as  that  of  the  Pythagoreans  to  their  matter, 
whofe  ipfe  dixit  was  not  to  be  controverted. 
The  paflion  people  have  to  account  for  every 
things  difpofes  them  to  a  ready  acquiefcence 
in  fome  general  principle,  which  for  every 
why  fhall  give  a  wherefore.  The  hypothe- 
fes  of  Thales,  Anaxagoras,  Heraclitus,  De- 
mocritus,  &c,  have  prevailed  in  their  turns. 
Ariftotle  pulled  down  the  fanciful  fabricks 
raifed  by  his  predcceffors.  Lord  Verulam 
rofe  againft  this  tyrant  of  the  fchools.  At 
length  all  were  fwallowed  up  in  the  vortices 

of 
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fif  Dca  Cartes.  Now  the  fyftcm  of  that 
great  man  is  ex{:>loded  as  a  philofophical  ro- 
snaiace.  Aiwi  may  not  the  day  come,  when 
the  principles  of  a  flill  greater  Ihall  be 
eallod  a  mathematical  romance  ?  I  cannot 
help  thinking  it  far  beyond  the  pitch  of 
human  underftanding  to  reach  the  caufe, 
fecond  to  the  firft,  which  moves  the  planets 
in  their  orbs  y  and  therefore  will  venture 
U^  »fk,-"Why  Ihould  it  be  affumed,  that 
in  quantities  infinitely  fmall>  an  arch,  its 
iphord,  and  tangent^  ihall  be  confidered  as 

Tlic  relation  of  lines  to  each  other  is 
unaltei-able^  however  the  dimenfion  of 
thofe  lines  may  be  altered;  no  matter 
whether  the  arch  be  faid  to  be  n^cent  or 
cvanefcent,  ftill  it  bears  the  fame  propor- 
tion to  its  chord  as  if  extended  to  a  great 
circle  of  the  heavens.  Quantity  is  ftill 
quantity,  call  it  infinitefimal,  or  what  you 
tJViU,  and  muft  confequently  be  fubjcdl  to 
its  laws^  relatione,  and  proportions.  But 
^n  arch  can  never  be  related  to  its  chord, 
in  the,  proportion  of  equality,  for  that  would 
jimpijgn  the  principle,  that  a  right  line  is 
%\\p  ihortofl  that  pan  be  drawn  between  any 
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two  points.  Yet  upon  this  foundation  is 
the  whole  fyftem  of  the  mathematical  phi- 
iofophy  built,  as  may  be  feen  from  Newton's 
own  words  j  lijdem  fofitis  dico  quod  ultima 
ratio  arcus^  chordce^  &  tangentis  ad  invicem 
eji  ratio  *  cequalitatis.  Lem.  VII.  Princ. 
J.  I. 

• 

I  have  placed  this  matter  in  a  light 
foraewhat  different  from  the  Analyjh  5  and 
for  my  pains,  you  among  the  reft  will  call 
me  Sciolifi.  But  I  am  contented,  (ince 
they  have  called  him  a  Pfeudo-mathema^ 
tician.  Let  him,  however,  be  right  or 
wrong  in  his  fpeculative  opinions,  he  was 
certainly  an  ingenious  man,  and  according 
to  Pope,  a  good  one  too. 

Even  in  a  Bifhop  he  can  fpy  defert  ; 
Fccker  is  decent,  Rundel  has  a  heart ; 
Manners  with  candour  are  to  Benfon  given, 
To  Berktlfy  every  virtue  under  Heaven. 

King^  Archbifliop  of  Dublin,  was  a  left 
fanciful,  but  a  more  confiftent  philofopher 
than  Berkeley.  His  book  upon  the  origin 
of  evil  is  a  m afterpiece.  He  was  a  man  of 
wit,  and  of  a  farcaftic  vein.  Between  him 
and  Swift,  a  ftrid  intimacy  always  fubfifted, 
^jid  in  their  familiar  letters  we   find  him 

frequently 
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frequently  preffing  Swift  to  turn  his  pen  to 
grave  fubjeds,  and  reminding  him  that  his 
talents  were  not  fuited  to  fuch  important 
trifles,  as  fometimes  engaged  them. 

It  is  related  of  him,  that  when  Boulter 
was  raifed  over  his  head,  to  the  primacy 
of  all  Ireland,  under  the  pretext  that  he  was 
too  old,  he  was  fo  piqued,  that  he  negleded 
to  pay  the.  ufual  complimentary  vifit.  But, 
as  he  was  fo  refpedable  a  perfonage,  the  » 
Primate,  difpenfing  with  etiquette^  went  to 
fee  him.  King  received  him  with  great 
courtefy,  except  in  not  getting  up  to  meet 
his  grace,  humoroufly  excufing  himfelf  by 
faying,  that  he  was  grown  too  old  to  rife.  He 
was  the  fon  of  a  poor  miller  in  the  county 
of  Tyrone. 

Dn  Dodwell,  the  famous  Camden  pro- 
feffor  of  hiftory  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford, 
was  of  this  country,  and  bred  in  T.  C.  D. 
He  was  a  man  of  univerfal  erudition,  but 
of  an  enthufiaftick  turn  of  mind.  It  was 
his  opinion  that  the  foul  of  man  was  natu- 
rally mortal,  but  that  it  received  its  prin- 
ciple of  immortality  at  baptifm.  The 
dogma  now  maintained  by  Dr.  Prieftley, 
is  not  unlike  this  on  the  philoibphical  fide, 

however 
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however  different  it  may  be  on  the  thech 
logical. 

Leflie  of  Glaflough  was  a  ttOLti  of  great 
reading,  prodigious  memory,  and  volumi- 
nous compofition.  His  Jhott  and  tafy  me^ 
thod  with  the  Deijlsy  id  efieemftd  one  of 
the  beft  pieces  extant  on  the  fnbje<fl.  An 
odd  dory  is  recorded  of  a  dtfputation  held 
by  this  gentleman,  with  a  titular  bifhop  of 
Clogher,  in  the  reign  of  James  II.  who  Jiad 
given  a  challenge  to  all  the  protefiant  clergy. 
The  iffue  of  which  was,  that  both  fideft 
claimed  the  vidory  j  for  a  Mr.  Stewatt, 
who  had  been  a  Papift,  turned  Proteftant, 
and  one  who  had  been  a  Proteftant  turned 
Papift. 

Toland  was  a  writer  of  oppofite  prin- 
ciples. A  popifh  prieft  originally,  he  be- 
came a  Deift  in  religion,  and  a  Republi- 
can in  politicks.  His  fcholarfhip  has  been 
arraigned  by  his  antagonifts,  but  he  is  Com- 
mended by  Mr.  Locke  as  a  man  of  part^ 
and  learning. 

Clayton,  bifhop  of  Clogher,  wrote  an 
effay  on  Spirit^  an  analyfis  of  the  works  of 
Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  other  books.  He 
was    a  difciple    of  Dn  Clarke,  to  whom 

they 
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they  fay,  he  owed  his  preferment.  His 
eifay  was  anfwered  by  Dr.  M'Donnel,  oace 
fellow  of  the  college  of  Dublin,  and  a  ce- 
lebrated preacher. 

Iri(b  writers  upon  cpntroverfy  have  been 
numerous,  but  they  are  cl^iefly  to  be  found 
in  the  popi(h  church,  and  in  popish  coun- 
tries. Peter  Walfti  is  a  name  well  known. 
Burnet  fays,  ^^  He  was  a  learned  and  an 
able  man^  much  pradiied  in  the  intrigues 
and  methods  of  the  Jefuits,  yet  honefl)  and 
in  points  of  controverfy  almoft  a  Prote- 
ftant"  This,  however,  is  an  uncouth 
track,  nor  is  the  profpe<S  much  brightened 
in  exploring  the  regions  of  antiquity.  Yet 
Ireland  has  her  Camden  in  'Ware  -^  and  the 
Ogygia  of  Flaherty  feems  learned.  He 
would  fynchronize  the  kings  and  tranfac-^ 
tions  of  Ireland,  with  thofe  of  the  other 
parts  of  the  world,  down  from  the  deluge. 
The  confcquence  is,  that  great  part  of  his 
book  is  almoft  as  applicable  to  any  other 
country  as  to  Ireland. 

There  are  other  writers  of  fome  note  in  the 
fame  line,  viz.  Lynch,  author  of  Camhrenjis 
Everfus^  M*Mahon  of  the  Jus  Armacanum 
Peter  Lombard^  Mr.  Harris,  Dr.  Raymoi^,. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Simon,  Luke  Wadding,  Ctifack,  White> 
Stanihurft,  and  the  Abbe  Geoghegan,  whor 
wrote  the  hiftory  of  Ireland  in  French.- 
The  fabulous  Keating  is  well  known  to 
every  body.  It  was  referved  for  Dr.  Leiand 
to  give  the  form  of  hiftory  to  the  tranfac- 
tions  of  Ireland,  fince  it  became  dependant 
on  the  crown  of  England. 

I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  former  letter, 
Mr.  Molyneux,  the  friend  of  Mr.  Locke, 
and  champion  for  the  independence  of  his 
native  country.  I  now  fpeak  of  him  as  a 
philofopher  and  mathematician,  for  he  was 
reckoned  among  the  firft  of  that  fcientifick 
age.  His  Diopt ricks  are  highly  commend-* 
ed  by  Dr.  Halley.  As  his  charader  feems 
to  me  well  drawn  upon  his  monument  in 
St.  Audeon's  church,  I  fhall  give  you  an 
extrad  from  it. 


Famllirc  erudiioe  famam 

Per  univcrfam  Rempublicam  litterariam 

Liitius  fparfit. 

Alxiitis  Mathefeos  penetratis 

Geomctriam,  Aftronomiam,  Dioptricam,  Algebramquc 

Multis  auxit  inventis. 
PhilolbphiflB  veriE  ac  utilis  incrementa 
Siuvliis  c\'  impenfis  (Ireniie  promovii. 

Patriae 
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Patriae  jiKa  qii»  putavir^  Qota  trbr^  viator,  libello 

Propu^navit. 

Njec  moribus  minus  quam  fcientia  infignis 

Tarn  fupra  ptebeiti  vixit  quam  fapuit. 

Dr.  Helftiam  publiftied  an  elegant  and 
Icnhed  ctiur/e  cf  kSlures^  upon  the  fevcral 
htztic\^B  of  pbylics  and  mecham^^s.  Dr. 
Btfiaii  RobiAfoH  Wfdte  an  effay  upon  that 
ethereai  fluid,  tib  which  Newton  ftUudes  in 
Ihs  quems:  i^^ ^io^^tteoFt^t  art  the  animal 
csconomy^  in  which  he  appears  happily  to 
have  applied  his  great  mathematical  know- 
ledge to  (he!  efxtdttfibiiof  ttied^eall  fcience. 
Yoro  kftow  every^  thvrig  relsfivd  to  ^  Hans 
Shxine,  mote  remat4ablte*fdi^  his*  tiHilbmn  than' 
his  gefriua.  Yet  upori  th^fe  pf  inci^ally  muflf 
we  reft  the  n«i6i4aHhara€ter  in  the  Ifne  of 
naturai  philoft^y.  N6r  cAn  I  hea*  of 
any  other  matfteih^icfe*  of  fhts  eotmtry, 
except  Mr^  Ronayflk?,  author  of  a  Treattfe  of 
Algebt0,  and  the-  ffre^t  Deatf  of  Arrftagh  ; 
wha  frorai  a  con^6#a^ti6n  of  the'Qw^,  ha^ 
immediately  deduHsed  the  propertied  df  the 
SeBims.  His  deWiOAil*atJems^  aifejitt^fpi- 
cuous  a\?d  weH  li*>a&ged-  Jft^-  h^-  a4fo 
publiflied  thofe  ingenious  philofophical eJTtys, 
which  I  have  heard  you  fpeak  fo  well  of. 


'IT'** 


V 


l\ 
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In  this  clafs,  however,  we  may  arrange  the 
works  of  Dr.  Macbride,  who  has  lb  luc- 
cefsfully  applied  the  theory  of  Jlxed  air  to 
pradice,  in  the  cure  of  the  lea*£curvy. 

Dr.  Sullivan's  treatife  on  the  feudal  law^ 
and  conjiitution  of  England^  is  making  ita 
way  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  world;. 
notwithfianding  this  avenue  to  feme  had 
been  pre-occupied  by  Dr.  Blackftone's  Com« 
ment^ries. 

Mr.  Hutchefon  is  the  fMincipal  ethick 
writer  of  this  country.  Whilft  a  teacher 
of  an  academy  in  Dublin,  he  wrote  his 
books  on  the  origin  of  our  ideas  of  beauty^ 
and  on  the  pajjions.  Thefe  raifed  his  repu- 
tation fb  highy  that  he  was  invited  to  accept 
the  moral  chair  in  the  univerfity  of  Glalgow  ; 
which  he  filled  with  fuch  celebrity,  as  to  lay 
the  foundation  for  that  fame  which  Glaf^ 
gow  now  enjoys  as  an  Ethick  fchool.  He  it 
was  who  firft  ufed  the  term  moral  fenfe^  for 
that  principle  which  approves  the  To  KctAoi' 
of  Plato,  and  the  pulchrian  et  honejlum  of 
Cicero. 

Two  of  the  ableft  divines  of  this  country 
were  diffenters  from  the  eflablifhed  church, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Abernethy  and  Dr.  Leland.  The  fer- 
mons  of  the  former  upon  the  attributes^ 
are  held  to  be  one  of  the  beft  lyftems  of 
natural  theology.  They  are  taught  and 
recommended  in  leveral  Univerfities,  and 
tranflated  into  French.  The  Author  was 
founder  of  a  fed  called,  The  New  Light ; 
whofe  diftinguifhing  tenets  are  Arianifm  in 
dodrine,  and  independence  in  difcipline. 
Abernethy  was  endowed  with  great  powers 
of  fpeech.  His  admirers  fay,  that  he  unit- 
ed the  precifion  of  Clarke,  the  abundance 
of  Barrow,  and  the  perfpicuity  of  Tillot- 
fon.  He  was  deputed  by  the  Diffenters  of 
Ulfter  to  addrefs  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  in 
a  tour  he  made  when  Lord  Lieutenant; 
and  his  grace  was  afterwards  heard  to  fay, 
that,  of  all  the  men  who  ever  approached 
him  on  like  occafions,  he  was  moft 
pleafed  with  '*  the  young  man  of  An- 
trim." 

Dr.  Leland^s  View  of  t)ktfiical  Writers^ 
and  other  works,  are  \yell  known.  Of 
principles  different  frorii  Abernethy,  he 
was  an  independent  in  difcipline,  but  an 
Athanafian  in  dodrine.  He  is  fometimes 
confounded  with  the  Author  of  the  Hiftory 

Ee  2  of 
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of  Ireland,  whofe  Le6lures  upon  Oratory^  in 
T.  C.  D. — wherein  he  overthrows  fbme 
opinions  of  Dr.  Warburton^-'— and  his  de- 
fence of  them  againft  Dr.  Hurd»  have  ob- 
tained him  a  very  high  rank  among  the 
writers  of  Ireland. 

Dr-  Duchal  wrote  Prefumptive  Argu^ 
merits  in  favour  of  Revelation,  and  feveral 
volumes  of  fermons,  which  have  been  well 
received.  And  Mr.  Boyce,  another  difient- 
ing  Minifler,  publi(hed  &rmons  wi  the 
Four  lajl  Things^  which  I  have  heard  com* 
mended.  He  was  &ther  to  Boyce  the  Poet^ 
author  of  a  Ptintbeon^  and  other  works/* 

You  cannot  expedl  a  large  catalogue  of 
eminent  preachers  in  the  edablifhed  church 
of  Ireland,  for  the  reafons  I  have  already 
given ;  yet  I  muft  fay,  that  the  Dublin  pul- 
pits, are  juft  as  well  filled  as  thole  of  London^ 
The  Writers  who  have  done  the  nation 
moft  honour  in  the  divinity  line  are,  Synge, 
Story,  Brown,  Delany,  Lawfon,  Orr,  and 
Skelton. 

Bifhop  Synge  is  faid  to  have  been  a  man 
of  great  parts  and  learning,  he  was  author 
of  the    Religion   of  a   Gentleman.     Story, 

Bifhop 
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Bifliop  of  Kilmore,  ipiibli(bed  only  ft)mc 
Qccq/ipnal  fermons,  but  in  his  Treatife  on  the 
Briefihoody  deep  erudition  and  Chriftian 
{Qpdemtion  ar^  eqii^lly  confplGuous. 

Brown,  Bifhop  of  Cork*  publilhed  fome 
volumes  of  (ermons ;  he  is  however  more 
celebrated  for  fais  delivery  than  his  compo- 
iifion.  •  It  is  related  of  him,  that  when  he 
preached  before  Qjieen  Anne  upon  the  text, 
M  p^an  everf^oke  like  ihis  man^  the  Qjieen 
applied  thqfe  words  to  the  Preacher. 
They  have  another  anecdote  of ,  him  :  Be- 
ing a  Violeftt  tory,  he  wrote  a  b6ok  to 
prove,  that  drinking  menKMries  was  a  fpecies 
of  idolatry,  in  order  to  abolifli  a  cuftom 
then  prevalent  among  the  whigs  of  Ireland, 
of  drinking  the  glorious  memory  of  King 
William.  But  inftead  of  cooling,  he  only 
inflamed  their  rage  for  the  toaft,  to  which 
they  after- wards  tacked,  and  a  f — t  for  the 

Bijbop  af  Cork. 

•  ■ 

Delatiy's  Sermons  oh  the  Social  Duties  are 
excellent.  He  was  not  however  free  from 
eiithuiiafm :  He  wrote  a  book  to  prove, 
that  eating  of  blood  was  a  crime  equal  to 
a  breach  of  the  decalogue.  Lord  Boling- 
brbke  remarks,  that  he  always  argues  as  if 

he 
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he  were  preaching  before  an  Irijh  congrega-* 
tion.  Yet  I  have  heard  one  of  the  beft  judges 
on  our  fide  the  water  fay,  that  hiis  Iniro*^ 
du6iion  to  Revelation  examined  with  candour , 
was  one  of  the  fineft  pieces  of  declamation 
in  the  Englifh  language. 

Dr.  Lawfon  was  a  moft  celebrated 
preacher.  His  fermons,  which,  by  the 
bye,  were  publiflied  contrary  to  his  di- 
redions  on  his  death- bed»  are  elegant 
compofitions.  His  ledures  upon  Oratory, 
which  he  delivered  in  Trioity  Colle^ 
Dublin,  he  gave  to  the  world  himfelf ;  they 
ihew  a  nice  clailical  tafle,  a  fine  poetical 
vein,  and  a  thorpugh  knowledge  of  the  art 
of  preaching. 

Mr.  Orr  publiflied  a  volume  of  fermons^ 
which  procured  him  the  friendfliip  of 
Hoadly,  bifliop  of  Winchefter ;  they  diC 
cover  a  free  and  original  caft  of  thought, 
and  are  compofed  in  a  manly,  nervous  ftyle. 
The  prefent  bifliop  of  Clogher,  has  the 
honour  of  promoting  him  to  an  Arch- 
deaconry, when  he  governed  the  fee  of 
Ferns.  And  to  the  fame  excellent  prelate 
Mr.  Skelton  owes  his  preferment. 

This 
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This  gentleman,  though  ungraduated, 
but  as  Batchelofj  by  any  of  the  uni- 
verfities,  is  the  living  glory  of  the  Irifh 
<:hurch.  He  has  publiflied  five  volumes, 
mofily  in  defence  of  revelation,  which, 
though  ably  written,  fhed  but  a  fecondary 
liiftre  on  the  diarader  of  this  excellent 
peiibn,  to  whom  I  have  had  the  happinefs 
of  being  introduced  His  learning  is  almoft 
univerial,  and  his  language  uncommonly 
iluent  and  vigorous ;  nature  formed  him  a 
poet,  but  abifliop  prematurely  ordained  him 
a  divine  ;  and  no  (boner  did  he  afTume  this 
fbnSion,  than  his  feeling  heart  was  pene- 
trated by  the  niceft  fenfe  of  duty.  He  re- 
iigned  himfelf  wholly  to  the  lervice  of  his 
jnafier.  Such  a  fervant  could  not  long 
elcape  notice;  he  became  eminent;  he  was 
followed  in  London  as  a  preacher.  He  de- 
dicated two  volumes  of  fermons  to -the  ci- 
tizens of  that  metropolis,  at  a  time  when 
heknguiihed  upon  a  curacy  of  forty  pounds 
a  year.  But  then  he  was  as  rich  as  he  is 
now  5  for  he  knows  no  ufe  of  money  but 
to  relieve  diftrefs.  In  one  of  thofe  feafons 
of  calamity,  which  negled  of  tillage  in 
this  country  renders  fo  frequent,  he  fold 
his  books,  his  only  worldly  goods,  and  the 

only 
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only  worldly  good?  wherein  hs  t:QQk  delight, 
to  buy  bread  fo^  the  poor^ 

He  is  now  advancing  towards  fcvpnty  i 
yet  he  prefer ves  an  un<:omropn  (harb  of 
vivacity*  If  he  forji^tiiBes  d^fci^ods  into  tbig^ 
ludicrous^  his  fla(hes  of  Mt  ^nd. humour 
keep  the  table  in  a  roar.  His  powers  q£ 
defer iption  i^re  beyond  iwbat  I  coul4  h^v^ 
conceive4  y  he  has  a  flock  of  im^gjna^ipii 
fufficient  |^  fet  up  ten  modern  tragic  ppet^. 
Had  he  been  educated  and  lived  in  J&ngUod, 
a  flage  little  enough  for  hi$  gT<^at  abijitj?^ 
he  would  have  long  fince  obtained  thp.iirft 
nitch  in  the  temple  of  faipej.  now  1^  i^ 
known  only  in  Ireland,  ^nd  hy  a  few  inq^ii- 
iitive  men  elfewhere. 

-  I  ' 

The  chief  mifcellaneous  Irifh  writers  of 
the  prefent  century,  that  I  hear  of^  are, 
Parnell,  the  very  delicm  mufaruniy  of  whofe 
poetry,  above  all  others,  it  may  bp  faid 
decies  repetita  placebit — Burke,  on  thejuh-r 
lime^  (Sc. — Lord  Molefworth — ^Lord  Orrery 
—Lord  Clare— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Millar— Dr, 
Arbuckle,  writer  of  Hibernicufs  LetterSy 
&c. — Molloy,  author  of  a  periodical  paper 
ii\  London,  called  Common  Senfe^    &c.'— 

Ogle, 
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Ogle,    who    modernized    Chaucer's    Tales 

Dr.  Dunkin,  author  of  a  quarto  coi- 

ledion  of  humorous  poems,  fome  of  which 
are  in  three  languages,  Greek,  Latin,  and 
Englifti — Wood,  who  p.ubhfhed  Ruins  of 
Palmyra  and  Balbeck^  and  an  EJfay  on  the 
Genius  and  Writings  of  Homer — Robertfon, 
author  of  an  Attempt  to  explain  the  words 
Reqfon^^  Subjiance^  &c. — Sterne,  biftiop  of 
Clogher,  of  a  book  de  vijitatione  irifirmorum. 
— Sterne,  of  Trijiram  Shandy^  &c. — Webb, 
who  inquired  into  the  beauties  of  paintings 
&c. — PiIkington,who  puh\i{hcd  sl  Dictionary 
of  Painters — Cunningham,  author  of  feveral 
poetical  pieces — Starrat,  who  wrote  on  the 
do6lrine  of  proje£liles^  and  fome  of  the  fongs 
in  Allan  Ramfay's  collection  —  Canning, 
writer   of    an  epijile  from  Lord  RuJjTel  to . 

Lord  Cavendijh J  &c. Derrick,  of  letters 

and  poems — Dr.  Clancy,  author  of  the  Tem-- 

lum  Veneris ^&c.  — Bu(h,  of  Socrates ^ 

Johnfton,  author  oi  Chryfal — Brooke,  of  the 
Farmers  Letters  ^Fool  of  ^ality — the  learned 
Mr.  Maclaine,  now  of  the  Hague — Dr.  She^ 
ridan,  in  whofe  family  genius  feems  as  here- 
ditary as  the  name.  To  thefe,  I  might  add,  a 
lift  of  female  writers,  Mrs.  Sheridan,  Mrs. 
Pilkington,  Mrs.  Grierfon,  Mrs.  Barber,  Mrs. 
Davies,  Mrs.  Griffith,  &c.  —  Nor  fhould  we 
forget  the  truly  comical  G.  A.  Stevens.  There 

*  are 
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are  feveral  other  *  living  writers,  who  are 
not  puhlici  juris ^  as  their  works  arc  anony- 
mous \  fuch  as  the  author  of  Longfword 
Earl  of  Salt/bury^  Polite  Philofopher^  &c. 

As  Swift  was  a  writer,  cujus  gloricB  ne- 
ijue  profuit  quifquam  laudando^  nee  vitupe^ 
rando  obfuit^  1  fhould  only  have  mentioned 
his  name,  had  I  not  feen  a  letter  of  his  "f, 
never  publifhed,  which  entirely  acquits  him 
of  that  breach  of  hofpitality,  laid  to  his 
charge  from  fome  pafTages  in  his  Hamilton's 
Bawn.  The  letter  was  written  to  that  Dr. 
Jenny^  mentioned  in  the  poem : 

"  For  the  Dean  was  fo  ftiabby  and  look'd  like  a  ninny, 
*'  That  the  Captain  fupposM  he  was  curate  to  Jenny.** 

The  purport  of  it  is  to  acquaint  the 
Dodor  (then  redtor  of  Armagh,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  which  he  fpent  the 
Summer),  how  he  paiTed  his  time.  A- 
mong  other  amufements,  he  mentions  that 
of  writing  this  very  poem,  the  motives 
which   excited   him  to  it,  and  the  effedJs 

..  it 

*  To  this  clafs  is  added,  ilnce  the  writing  of  ibefe  letters, 
the  ingenious  author  of  the  Heroick  Epiftles  which  pafled 
between  Donna  Terefa  Pinna  y  Ruiz  and  Mr.  Twift. 

t  Now  in  the  pofTenion  of  Lord  Dartrey. 


r.- 
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it  produced.  And  fb  far  was  it  from  giv^ 
ing  umbrage  to  the  lady,  or  jealoufy.  to  the 
knight,  that  every  addition  he  made  at 
night  came  up  with  the  bread  and  butter, 
as  part  of  the  entertainment  next  morning, 
and  all  parties  expreiTed  the  utmod  fatii^ 
fadion.  One  of  the  mifreprefentations  of 
this  affair,  among  others,  gave  occafion  to 
the  following  epigram,  written  by  the  cu- 
rate of  Lord  Orrery's  own  town  of  Ca- 
ledon. 


A  fore  difeafe  this  fcribbling  itch  is  ! 

His  lordfhip,  in  his  Pliny  vein. 
Turns  Madam  Pitkii^ton  in  breeches. 

And  now  attacks:'(Np^  patriot  Dean. 

What !  Libel  his  friend  when  laid  in  ground : 
Nay,  good  Sir,  you  may  fpare  your  hints, 

Hi$  parallel,  at  kft,  is  found. 

For  whs^t  he  writes,  George  Faulkner  prints. 

Had  Swift  provokM  to  this  behaviour. 
Yet  after  death  refentment  cools, 

^ure  his  lad  ad  befpoke  his  favour  ; 
He  built  an  hofpital  for — Fools. 


This  alludes  to  St.  Patrick's  Hofpital  for 
|i?natiqks  and  idiots,  for  the  founding  of 

which 
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which  Swift  bequeathed  hii  forlime^-H>r  to 
life  his  own  words :  '  /  -  w.l,  '  : 


He  left  the  little  "wealth  he  had. 
To  build  a  hxjufe  for  foots  and  mad^ 
And  (hcwM,  by  one  fatirk:  teuth. 
No  nation  wanted  it  fo  much. 


LETTER      XLII. 


Dublin. 


T  F  Ireland  Ihould  ftill  appear  defi- 
^  cient  in  mere  fcholarfhip,  a  review 
of  thofe  impediments  I  have  pointed 
out  may,  perhaps,  contribute  to  vin- 
dicate her  genius,  however  it  may  have 
been  afperfed  of  late :  and  it  muft  be 
confeffed,  that  fome  of  our  countrymen 
are  too  apt  to  fling  national  reproaches. 
Swift,  fhrunk  from  a  court-favourite  in- 
to the  head  of  a  chapter,  became  eafily 
irritated  againft  the  ruHng  men  and 
manners  here,  and  led  the  way  in  abuf- 
ing  the  place.  Pope,  feeing  .  the  Dean's 
humour,   took  up,  in   his  Dnnciad,  what 

fell 
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fell  from  ImxXy  and  complimeDted  the  man. 
at  the  cxpence  of  his  country  : 

« 

From  thy  Ba&tia  now  her  power  retires. 

He  has  been  followed  by  all  the  witlings 
iince.  Smarts  whofe  greateil  praife,  you 
know,  arofe  from  a  prize  or  two  he  ob- 
tained at  Cambridge )  for  his  yerfes  on  the 
attributes^  paid  a  viiit  to  keland,  againft 
which)  £:om  a  domeftic  cauie,  he  conceived 
fuch  a  refentment,  that  his  vengeance 
dilated  a  poem  called,  TAe  Temple  of  DuJ- 
nefss  wherein  he  graphically  lays  down  the 
College  of  Dublin. 


Yet  it  has  been  remarked  to  me,  that  in 
another  poem,  where  he  is  painting  the 
terrors  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  and  its  Captains^ 
as  Demi*Gods,  he  unfortunately  fele^ 
Warren^  a  native  of  the  county  of  Meatby 
as  the  glory  of  the  Englifh  Admirals^ 
The  gentleman  who  mentioned  this  ta 
me,  pointing  at  a  countryman  *  of  oura 
who  IS  here  at  prefent,  could  not  helph 
ufing  thefe  words^  though  he  has  a 
very  high  reQdcdl  for  ouss  nation.     ^^  Nor 

fboner 

**  Who  has  fincc  wrote  his  Tour  in  Ireland, 
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fooner  (fays  he)  do  fbme  Englifhmen  iet 
foot  on  Irifh  ground,  than  they  afTume 
a  felf-created  importance,  very  unfuit- 
able  to  their  real  confequence  at  home. 
Fraught  with  plebeian  prejudices,  they 
look  at  every  thing  through  a  falfe  me- 
dium, make  faults  where  they  do  not 
find  them,  and  then  applaud  their  own 
fagacity.  Not  without  reafon  biafled  to- 
wards their  own  country,  fome  think 
themfelves  as  much  fuperior  to  any  indi- 
vidual Irifhman,  as  England  is  fuperior  to 
Ireland.  A  man  of  this  caft  puts  the  whole 
nation  into  his  own  per/on^  and  fo  gives 
the  matter  outT . 

But  let  us  turn  into  the  field  of  imagina- 
tion, which  is  certainly  the  walk  of  Irifli 
genius.  Poetry,  as  we  have  feen,  had  an 
early  eftablifliment  here.  But  the  fame 
caufes,  which  "have  been  inaufpicious  to 
learning  in  general,  have  prevented  the 
fongs  of  the  Bards  from  being  coUeded. 
It  were  to  be  wifhed  that  thefe,  as  well  as 
the  antient  Irifh  manufcripts  in  T.  C,  D. 
and  elfewhere,  were  printed  and  tranflated, 
while  there  yet  remains  ^fcholar  to  under- 
take and  fuperintend  the   work.     For  in 

another 
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another  century  the  Irifh  language,  like 
that  of  Cornwall,  will  probably  be  extind. 
Leibnitz  *  was  of  opinion,  that  the  know- 
ledge of  it  was  a  necefTary  introduction  to 
Celtic  literature. 

This  country  is  certainly  indebted  to  Mr. 
Macpherfbn  for  his  animated  exhibition  of 
the  fpirit  of  Offian,  one  of  the  oldeft  bards 
of  Ireland,  in  his  Fingal  and  Temora  ; 
and  for  that  honourable  teftimony  he  has 
given  in  favour  of  their  genius,  however 
he  may  depreciate  the  Fiona,  or  poems 
which  treat  of  the  exploits  of  Finn,  the 
fon  of  Comhal.  "  On  other  fubjeds,  lays 
he,  the  Bards  of  Ireland  haye  difplayed 
a  genius  worthy  of  any  age  or  nation. 
It  was  alone  in  matters  of  antiquity  that 
they  were  monftrous  in  their  fables. 
Their  love  fonnets,  and  their  elegies, 
on  the  death  of  perfons  worthy  and  re- 
nowned, abound  WMth  fuch  a  beautiful 
fimplicity  of  fentiment,  and  wild  harmony 
of  numbers,  that  they  make  an  atone- 
ment 


*  Ad  perGciendam  vei  ccrte  promovendam  llteraturwu 
CWUftaniy  diiigenttus  iiirguse  Hiberotca  (ludiuoi  adjua- 
gendum. 
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ment  for  their  errors  in  every  other  ipeciet 
of  poetry." 

Spencer,  after  defcribing  the  abufe^  ta 
which  their  poetry  was  tura^d  by  thdt 
bards,  in  dignifying  vice,  inftead  of  adorn- 
ing virtue,  puts  this  que^ion  ia  his  dia- 
logue :  "  Have  they  any  art  ki  their  cont* 
pofitions?  or  be  they  any  tiring  witty  dt 
well  favoured,  as  poems  ought  to*  bei 
And  he  anfwers,  Yea,  truly.  I  have  caufbd 
divers  of  them  to  be  tranflated  unto:  xne^ 
that  I  might  underhand  them:  tod  ^e^ 
they  favoured  of  fweet  wit  and  good  in* 
vention,  but  Ikilled  not  of  the  goodly  oiv 
naments  of  poetry  5  yet,  were  they  fprinkled' 
with  fome  pretty  flowers  of  their  natural 
device,  which  gave  good  grace  and  come* 
linefs  to  them." 

Mr.  Macpherfon  was,  however,  much 
better  qualified  to  decide  on  this  fubjeft, 
as  he  not  only  underftood  the  originals, 
but  as  he  had  leen  the  poems  of  Ireland 
written  in  its  beft  times.  Thofe  which 
Spencer  defcribes  were,  I  fuppofe,  like  one 
I  have  feen,  written  in  latter  times  by 
O'Gnive  the  poet  of  O'Nial  j   a  fpecimen 

of 
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\  •     » f 


'*  Oh!  wrfetcbied  con4ftion  of  our  cjear 
fcayntrymen !  Thin  remains  of  a  once 
happy  people ;  wallowing  in  blood,  and 
jdjenched  in  flauerhter!  vain  flrugde  fot 
liberty  I  Ye  are  the  haplefs  crew  of  ^ 
V;e/felj  long  tenipeft-toft,  'Mid  finally  caft 
a.way.  \yiiat!  ajre  we  not  wrecked  on 
P.yr  ojyp  (JjiQ.re  p  Are  we  not  the  pri- 
foners  of  the  Saxon  *  race  ?  I§  not  our 
jTeuXence  puffed  ?  J$  npt  our  very  excifion 
fgre-^PPP^  ?  H^Q^W  are  we  faflem  from 
the  ^litie^it  glories  of  our  native  land ! 
Our  power  is  degra4e4  into  weaknefs, 
opr  beauty  into  deformity,  pur  free;dom 
jnto  Jfjavery,  our  fon^s  of  triuipph  into 
doleful  elegies.  Our  forefathers  would 
not  know— or,  if  they  knew,  they  would 
difclaim  their  fpns.  Turn  not  thy  eyes, 
im^nortal  Galium^  on  thy  recreapt  fons !— - 
Nial  of  thfi  nine  hojtqges^  look  not  down 
upon  us,  left  tho\i  blufb  for  thy  captive 
Qadhelians  ! — Conn  of  th^  hundred  battles^ 

F  f  fleep 

-*   It   muft   be    obferved    that  the  Irifti,    as  well  m  the 
\i^elQh>  to  this  dAy»  c^ll   the  Englifh  Saxons^  and  £ogland 
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fleep  in  thy  grafs-grown  tomb,  and  up- 
braid not  our  defeats  with  thy  vidories! 
Propitious  night,  (hroud  us  in  thy  dunnell 
cloud  f — let  not  the  fun  (hcd  his  reproach- 
ful light  on  our  ignominy  !  Whence  this 
fatal  transformation?  From  your  tame 
fubmiilion  to  Jirangers^ — from  your  mean 
fubfervience  to  the  Saxon  laws.  Since  you 
departed  from  the  equity  of  the  BrehonSj 
clouds  of  evil  have  burft  upon  you,— —de- 
luges  of  mifery  have   overwhelmed  you. 

The  purpofes  of  Heaven  are  changed, 

your  fporting  lawns  are  paled  in, your 

fun  gilt  hills  are  disfigured  with  ramparts, 
and  frightful  with  towers. — The  laws  of 
nature  are  violated, — that  land,  once  the 
theatre  of  virtue  and  honour,  is  metamor- 
phofed  into  another  Saxony.  Slaves!  we 
no  longer  know  our  own  country,  and  our 
country  difowns  us, — we  are  both  equally 
diftorted, — we  fee  but  two  monfters,  a 
Saxon  denizen,  and  an  Irijh  alien.  Hap- 
lefs  land  !  Ye  befieged  of  Troy,  without 
a  Hedor  to  defend  you  !  Ye  Ifraelites  of 
Egypt,  without  a  Mofes  to  condud  you ! 
— But  thy  decrees,  O  Lord !  are  juft. 
Unlefs  the  children  of  Eber-Scot  the  Scy- 
thian, repofe  all  their  trull  in  thee,  New- 
Saxony 
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SaJtoby  inuA,  like  a  Phcenix,  fife  out  of 
the  aihes  of  Old  Ireland." 

This  poem  muft  haVe  been  the  produc- 
tion of  the  fifteenth,  or  beginning  of  the 
lixteehth  century  :  and  it  (hews  that  the 
many  laws  made  to  fupprefs  the  Bards  had 
not  damped  their  fpiritj  however  they 
might  have  weakened  their  influence*  Af- 
ter the  forfeiture  of  O'Nial,  under  James  I. 
poetry  took  another  turn ;  for,  even  fo 
far  back  as  his  reign,  we  find  this  country 
furnifhing  pieces  for  the  ftage*  And  it 
muft  be  ov/ned  that  fhe  has,  at  every 
period  fince,  difcovered  a  ftrong  propen- 
fity,  if  not  capacity,  for  the  drama.  She 
has  not  only  embelli(hed  it  with  feveral 
favourite  ftock  plays,  but  fhe  has  brought 
forth  fome  of  the  firft-rate  adors,  Wilks, 
Qpin,  Sheridan,  Barry,  Moffop,  Macklin, 
Havard,  O'Brien,  Brown,  Wofiington,  Clive, 
Fitzhenry,  &c.  and  fhe  now  produces  a 
catalogue  of  fcenick  writers,  fbme  of  whom 
funt  clan  hodie  &  qui  olim  nominabuntur  ; 
but  as  it  depends  upon  futurity  to  allot 
them  their  refpedive  nitches  in  the  tem- 
pie  of  Fame,  I  fhall  only  give  an  alphabe- 
tical lift  of  fuch  as  occur  to  me :    Brooke, 

F  f  2  Bickerftafl^, 
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BickerftaiF,  Dobbs,  Griffith,  Howard, 
Jephfon,  Kelly,  Murphy,  Macklm,  O'Hara, 
the  Sheridans,  Weft,  &c. 

Of  her  late  Writers  in  this  liiie  are 
fome,  whofe  names  are  not  yeffbrgottcn, 
and  others,  whofe  works  fhall  laft  as  long 
as  the  Englifh  ftage  (hall  hcJd  the  mir- 
rotir  up  to  nature  :  Earl  of  Orrery ;  N. 
Tate ;  Concannen ;  John  KeHy,  author  of 
the  Married  Philofopber,  &c. ;  Dr.  Mad- 
den, o(  ThemiJio^leSy  &c.  -,  Jones,  of  The 
Earl  ^  of  EJfex,  &c. ;  Morgan,  of  Phil6- 
dec  ;  Hartfon,  of  The  Countefi  of  Salif-^ 
hury^  &C. ;  A.  Phillips;  Mrs.  Centlivre^ 
Sir  R,  Steel ;   Farquliar ;  and  Southerne. 

Nor  tnuft  we,  Denham,  e'er  forget  thy  ftrain, 
Whilft  Cooper's  hill  comfloands  the  neighboring  plain. 

When  the  Sophy  came  out,  it  was  faid  by 
Waller,  of  the  Author^  "  That  he  broke 
out  like  the  Irifh  rebellion,  three- fcorc 
ihoufand  flrong,  when  nobody  in  the  leaift 
expeded  it/'  Southerne  may,  perhaps, 
be  placed  immediately  after  Shakefpeare 
and  Otway.  A  late  French  writer  gives 
him   a  very  diflinguifhed  place  among  the 

^?,  Englifh 


\ 

\ 
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Englifli  tragic  Poets.  He  feleds  Oroomko' 
as  the  moft  ftriking  example  of  that  trut!>^ 
in  painting  pathetic  fcenes  of  deep  dif-^ 
trefs,  in  which,  he  owns,  it  is  difficult  to 
difpute  precedence  with  the  English.  The 
fame  author  fays,  the  Confciom  Lovers  is 
the  beft  comedy  in  our  language.  It  may- 
be queftioned  whether  we  have  any  plays, 
except  of  Shakefpeare,  more  abounding 
with  true  humour  than  thole  of  Farquhar. 
I  know  that  his  humour  has  been  called 
loWy  but  time  feems  adding  to  his  reputa- 
tion what  it  is  dctrading  from  that  of 
Congreve. 

It  would  perhaps  be  injurious  to  the 
memory  of  Dr.  Goldfmith,  to  draw  his 
poetical  charader  from  his  theatrical 
pieces,  though  they  are  replete  with  the 
true  vis  comica.  His  fame  muft  be  found- 
ed upon  his  Traveller,  Deferted  Village, 
and  Vicar  of  Wakefield.  But  his  fhade 
may  reft  in  peace-,  his  tomb  is  to  be  in- 
fcribed  by  the  *  Author  of  the  Rambler, 

which 


•  Dr.  Johnfon  has  honoured  the  Publi/hcr  with  n  eopy, 
tliough  the  epitaph  is  not  yet  finiflied,  the  identical  fpot 
where  Goldfmiih  was  born  being  not  yet  afcertaini^d. 
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which  is  more  honourable  to  the  Bard  tha4 
if  his  afhes  had  been  depofited  io  the,  pe? 
metery  of  King?. 


PLIVARII     GOLDSMJTHi 

Poetae,  Phyfici,  Hifcorici, 
qui   nullum   fere  fcribendi  genus 

non  tetigjty 
nullum  quod  tetigit  non  omavit ; 

Sive  rifus  eflent  movendi, 

Sive  lacr^maP) 
AfFetQuum  pptens,  at   lenis,  doniinator^ 

Ingenio  fublimis,  vividus,  verfatilis, 

Oratione  grandis,  nitidus,  venuftus  \ 

Hoc  monumento  memoriam  coluit 

Sodalium  amor, 

Amicprum  fides, 

LeSorum  veneraiio. 

***   in  Hibernia  natus, 

Eblanae  literis  inftitutus, 

Londini  obiit  MDCCLXXIV, 


LET^ 
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LETTER    XLIII. 


Dublin. 


'T^HE  imitative  arts  are,  at  bcft,  plants  of 
a  flow  grovvth  j  they  require  not  only 
a  genial  foil,  but  the  careful  cultivation  of 
opulence  and  peace.  The  caufes,  vsrhich  I 
have  fliewn  to  be  inimical  to  letters,  are 
hoflile  to  them.  Poetry  and  Mufic  may 
arrive  at  a  certain  degree  of  perfection 
amidft  tumult  and  commotion,  but  Painting 
requires  fecurity  and  fixed  eflablifliment. 
The  implements  of  poetry  are  few,  and  al- 
ways at  hand,  and  the  exercife  of  them  is 
not  altogether  incompatible  with  any  flate 
of  a  mind  difpofed  that  way.  Public  ca- 
lamity, and  private  mifery,  whilft  they  fur- 
nifli  the  fitteft  poetical  fubjeds,  kindle, 
at  the  fame  time,,  indignation,  revenge, 
anguifli,  defpair,  and  other  paflions,  which 
fometimes  prove  the  ftrongeft  incentives  to 
the  poetic /t/ror. 

It  is  far  otherwife  with  the  arts  of  de- 

Jign.     Thofe   pidures   which   exift  in   tlie 

mind  of  a  man  of  genius,  and  which  may 

be 
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be  foon  Iketched  and  coloured  in  words, 
require  a  very  laborious,  extenfive,  and  un-^ 
interrupted  pradice  of  imitation,  before 
they  can  be  embodied  on  the  canvafs.  It 
fhould  not  therefore  be  wondered  at,  that 
thofe  efforts  of  ingenuity  which  we,  per- 
haps, too  highly  pt\i6  in  dther  eourltries, 
have  but  lately  difcovferfed  thfeilllblvcs  in 
Iteland.  Yet  1  bat^e  fcen  fome  H^y  gtiad 
portraits  here.  Thofe  of  Laihtifn  ztt  ad^- 
luirablp,  far  fuperior  to  thrife  bf  Mr.  Jcih- 
yaife  •  who  Wife  of  thjs  cotltltry,  arid  whblfe 
cekbrity  he  principally  bW^s  to  the  pirtiii- 
iity  of  Mr.  Pbpe.  There  is  a  gboti  pic^ 
ture  by  Bindon  in  the  Pdbr^hdbft.  Thb 
preFent  Mh  Hunter  has  done  fbtirte  capi- 
tal portraits,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trotter  have 
both  gtieat  merit  in  that  TVay. 

But  Landfkip  is  the  line  ih  Which  all  thfe 
painters  of  Ireland  fet  out,  ariti  in  which 
fome  of  them  have  arrived  at  thfe  greateft 
eminence.  You  know  the  works  ofBdrret. 
There  is  a  Roberts  at  prefent,  a  very  ybuhg 
man,  whofe  works  are  fine.  Mr.  Fijber  tbd, 
AJhford^  Coy^  and  others,  deferve  great  praife. 
I  have  feen  a  pidure  by  ^uits  \  whofe  fame 
here  is  above  that  of  all  others,  though  his 
death  was  premature.  If  I  were  to  aflign 
a  reafon  for  this  general  excellence  of  Irifli 

artifts 
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ftrtiils  in  Lahdikip,  I  (hould  afcrlbe  it  to  the 
beautiful  face  of  the  couritry^  which  abounds 
tvith  fcfenery  the  moft  pi6iurefque. 

The  higheft  branches  of  painting  can 
never  flourifh,  except  where  the  patronage 
of  the  opulent  concurs  with  other  favour- 
able circumftances.  This  country  is  too 
indigent  for  lu^cient  encouragement.  Till 
within  a  very  few  years,  England  herfelf 
could  not  boaft  of  many  eminent  artifts, 
Mer  progrefs,  however,  within  the  laft 
twenty  years  has  been  rapid,  beyond  the 
example  of  other  places,  and  former  times. 
She  has  already  evinced  the  futility  of  their 
(peculations,  who  attribute  to  climate  an 
pmnifick  infiuence  upon  the  fine  arts. 
What  would  the  Abbe  du  Bos  now  fay,  if 
he  heard  his  own  countrymen  admit,  that 
London  has  at  this  day  more  capital 
painters  than  Paris  ?  Though  the  latter  had 
jio  lefs  than  5 100  artifts  *  and  ftudents  in 
defign^  A.  i).  1 77 1. 

Public 

*  Xj  Acaiemie  Royak,  Eleves  -  -  200 

L*  Atad.  diB  S,  Luc  -  -  -156 

'  Efcoie  aux  Gobe4in8         -  -  -  50 

Ecole  graiuite  fous  I'infpedlion du  Lieutenant  de  Police  1500 
Ecole  grat.  des  freres  dans  lea  pardlffes  -  1 200 

j[l  y  a  outre  cela  6ooartiftes  donnant  Icfon  pour  1 

jie  r  argent,  contcr  a  chacun  4  eleves    -         S        ^^^ 

6100 
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Public  efiablifhments  for  cultivating  the 
polite  arts  in  the  different  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, are  not  very  antient :  the  oldeft  of 
the  kind  being  that  by  the  Duke  of  Mi- 
lan, under  the  guidance  of  Leonardo  da 
Vinci  5  which  was  diffolved,  on  the  duke's 
being  made  prifbner,  long  before  the  aca- 
demy of  Florence  was  founded  in  the  year 
1562.  St,  Luke's  at  Rome  was  edabliihed 
by  Gregory  XIII.  and,  nearly  at  the  fame 
time,  the  celebrated  fchool  of  the  Carraches 
was  opened  at  Bologna,  The  royal  acade- 
my of  Paris  was  founded  in  1648.  Junius,  in 
his  book  de  piGlura  veterutn^  pubHfhed  ten 
years  before  this  period,  occafionally  men- 
tions an  academy  at  Arundel-houfe  in  Lon* 
don,  in  which  were  expofed  to  public  view, 
a  capital  colledion  of  drawings,  &c.  be- 
longing to  the  noblemen  of  that  title. 
The  royal  academy  in  London  was  not 
founded  until  1768.  So  that  the  earlieft 
public  eftablifhment  in  England  is  that  of 
the  Society  for  the  encouragement  of  arts, 
manufadures,  and  commerce,  inftituted  in 
1753;  which  was  pofterior  by  fome  years, 
to  a  funilar  inftitution  in  Ireland,  under  the 
name  of  the  Dublin  Society. 

This 
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This  truly  patriotic  body,  with  a  view 
of  advancing  the  polite  arts,  ereded  an 
academy,  furnifhed  with  living  models, 
and  cafts  from  the  antique  flatues,  under 
the  diredion  of  Mr.  Wefi^  who  was  not  only 
the  heft  draftfman  of  his  time  in  this  coun- 
try, but  perhaps  in  Europe.  In  this  fchool 
a  confiderable  number  of  painters  have  been 
bred,  fome  of  whom  have  obtained  a  con- 
iiderable  degree  of  reputation  both  in  Rome 
and  London.  But,  whether  it  was  that 
Mr.  Weft,  though  fuperlatively  qualified 
as  far  as  he  went,  being  neither  a  painter 
nor  a  fculptor,  but  a  mere  draftfman,  and 
^onfequently  limited  in  his  views,  drawing 
and  the  clear-obfcure  were  cultivated  as  an 
end,  and  not  as  the  means  to  fomething  ftill 
greater,  and  far  beyond  fuch  narrow  boun- 
daries-^Or,  whether  it  was  that  the  Dub- 
lin Society  wanted  either  the  knowledge, 
or  ability,  to  ftrike  out  ways  of  employing 
thofe  they  had  formed,  and  thereby  of  ad- 
vancing the  ?rts  to  that  perfedlion  they  are 
capable  of — I  fay,  from  which  ever  of 
thefe,  or  from  what  other  caufe  foever,  it 
has  fo  happened,  that  liioft  of  thofe  bred 
here  have  gone  over  to  England;  wh^re, 
from  want  of  patrons  or  friends  interefted 
|n  their  fucccfs,  many  of  them  have  been 

unavoidably 
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unavoidably  driven  into  the  inferior  walks 
of  art;  in  which,  however,  they  arc  out- 
done by  none.  Dixon  has  brought  mezzo* 
tintos  to  a  degree  of  perfedlion,  unexpedled 
in  that  fpecies  of  engraving.  And  there 
have  been  many  others  eminent  in  the  fame 
line;  Brooke,  Burke,  Chambers,  Fifher, 
Frye,  Gwymm,  Houfton,  M'Ardell,  Pur- 
cell,  Spooner,  Watfon,  &c. 

The  genius  of  Ireland  then  has  not  been 
dormant  of  late,  and  if  the  Dublin  Society 
has  been  unfuccefsful  in  forming,  or  rather 
finifhing,  the  moft  eminent  charaders  in  this 
art,  fhe  has,  however,  multiplied  inferior 
artifts,  and  refined  the  tafte  of  thofe  employ- 
ed in  manufactures  ;  both  which  tend  vaftly 
to  foften  manners,  and  humanize  fociety. 

Notwithftanding  fuch  inftitutions,  if 
properly  managed,  might,  as  I  conceive, 
be  converted  to  the  moft  exalted  pur- 
pofes;  yet  if  we  examine  the  effedls 
produced  by  thofe  of  a  fimilar  kind,  we 
fhall  find,  that,  if  that  of  Dublin  has  failed, 
it  has  failed  in  common  with  thofe  on  the 
continent,  where  a  concurrence  of  more 
favourable  circamftances,  than  could  pofli- 
bly  meet  in  a  dependent  country,  might 

have 
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have  afForded  a  better  profped  of 
cefs.  Out  of  that  multitude  of  artifts 
inflru<fled  by  the  munificence  of  the  grand 
monarch,  not  one  has  yet  arifen  compa- 
rable to  Le  Brun,  Le  Soeur,  or  Pouffin. 
And,  as  if  in  mockery  of  human  wifdom, 
all  the  great  matters  of  Italy  were  formed, 
either  before,  or  independent  of,  the  feveral 
academies  in  that  country;  fo  that  the 
higheft  attainments  in  the  arts  are  not  to 
be  expedled  from  a  multitude  of  novices. 

This  very  country  furnifhes  a  ftriking  ex- 
ample of  this  aflcrtion.  Mr.  Barry  never 
had  a  mailer,  as  I  am  informed.  Nay,  he 
obtained  a  firft  premium  from  the  Dublin 
Society  for  hiftory  painting,  when  a  boy, 
before  he  had  ever  feen  a  pidure  of  the 
kind.  His  Inquiry  into  the  ohfiru6lion  of  the 
artSy  &c.  firft  led  me  to  his  name.  There 
it  was  /safily  leen  that  his  penetration  had 
founded  the  very  bottom  of  his  art.  I  was 
furprifed  that  an  artift  of  fuch  learning  had 
not  arrefted  the  attention  of  the  Public; 
and  ftill  more  fo,  when,  on  examining  his 
works,  I  found  them  conceived  in  the 
grandeft  ftyle,  and  executed  in  the  beft 
manner  •,  his  drawings  of  the  nud  being  cor- 
real to  the  utmoft  truth  of  nature.  How- 
ever 
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ever  imprudently  this  rifing  genius  may 
have  invited  the  attacks  of  criticifm,  by 
his  flridures  on  eftablifhed  charaders,  he 
muft  be  allowed  a  place  among  the  firft 
artifts  of  the  prefent  age ;  and  perhaps  the 
next  will  wonder  how  this  could  have  been 
fo  long  blind  to  his  merit. 

The  hiftory  of  the  arts  furnifhes  abun- 
dance of  other  examples  of  matters  being 
formed  almoft  magijlra  natura^  in  coun- 
tries where  there  was  720/  a  deficiency  of  mo- 
dels for  imitation.  When  we  confider 
this,  together  with  the  natural  propenfity 
of  all  children  to  drawing,  and  befides, 
the  almoft  innumerable  difficulties  that  are 
to  be  fur  mounted  before  perfedtion  can  be 
attained,  and  that  nothing  can  carry  the 
artift  fuccefsfuUy  on,  but  a  peculiar  caft  of 
thought,  and  *  uncommon  vigour  of  mind, 

the 


*  It  feems  rather  extraordinary  how  the  works  of  Mrs. 
Caulficld  of  Merrlon-ftreet,  could  have  efcaped  the  notice 
of  our  Philofophical  Traveller.  This  Lady,  from  the  mere 
rcfources  of  lier  own  genius,  has  not  only  arrived  at  fuch  a 
pitch  of  excellence  in  needle-work,  drawings  of  all  forts, 
painting  xn  oil  and  water  colour.,  moulding  of  models  both 
in  clay  and  wax,  as  procured  her  the  admiration  of  every 
body,  and  the  higheft  honours  from  the  Dublin  Society  ;  but 
ilie  haij  uiorcovcr  tlruck  out  a  new  fpecies  of  art.    With  a 

Qianly 
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the  energy  of  which  nothing  can  baffle, 
it  is  eafily  feen  how  preferable  it  would  be 
to  fix  the  prize  at  the  end,  rather  than  at 
the  beginning  of  the  race.  The  public 
patronage  would,  in  England  at  leaft,  be 
more  advantageoufly,  and  lefs  expenfively 
employed,  in  contriving  means  for  calling 
out  the  abilities,  for  great  exertion,  of  thofe 
charaders  which  are  already  formed. 
Might  not  the  age  and  nation  derive  credit 
from  employing  the  firft  artifts  of  England 
in  painting  St.  Paul's,  and  other  churches 
which  want  decoration?  This  enlightened 
age  is  far  enough  removed  from  fanaticifm, 
to.  charge  fuch  ornaments  with  the  weak- 
nefs  of  fuperftition.  But  left  you  (hould 
fay  to  me  nefutor  ultra  crepidam^  I  fhall  bid 
you  good  night. 

LET. 

manly  and  happy  boldnefs,  departing  from  the  beaten  paths  of 
pradtice,  (he  has  reached  the  fummic  of  perfection  in  colourings 
by  a  peculiar  combination  of  fuch  mean  materials  as  Taylors 
Shapings.  She  began  with  fruits  and  flowers,  which  fhe  foon 
executed  to  the  temptation  of  both  tafte  and  fmeil.  She  next 
eflayed  on  birds,  which  fhe  has  fledged  in  the  mod  varying 
and  glofley  dies  of  plumage.  Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs, 
aflonifhing  to  every  body  but  herfelf,  ilie  has  at  length  ad- 
vanced to  human  flgures,  and  has  animated  her  fpirited  de- 
(igns  with  fuch  warm  tindts  of  fmiling  innocence  and  rofy 
health,  as  would  flrike  a  blufh  into  the  cheek  of  Rubens* 
could  he  now  fee  himielf  fo  far  outdone. 
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LETTER    XLIV. 


Dubliij. 


npHE  anti'quadaris  of  thJs  country  Qoa-? 
"'^  tend,  that  Ireiaijd  i«  painted  out  by 
Diodorqs  Sieulus  under  tfee  name  of  BEA- 
EPiON,  /.  c.  the  Erin  ctf  the  God  Beai. 
He  defcribed  it  as  being  about  tiae  bignefe 
of  Sicijy,  and  being  over-againft  the  Ceitse, 
as  fr.uitfql  and  pleafant,  abounding  with 
large  groyes,  and  round  temples,  whereiil 
the  Priefts,  or  Druids,  fung  to  their  harps 
the  praifes  of  Apollo.  He  reports,  that 
the  God  ufed  to  converfe  wkh -the  natives, 
and  that  in  nineteen  years  they  could  bring 
the  moon  fo  near  as  to  difcover  her  moun- 
tains and  vallies.  From  whence  they 
would  infer  it  to  have  been  intimated,  that 
the  Irifh  were  acquainted  with  the  cycles 
of  both  fun  and  moon,  and  that  they  had 
made  fome  progrefs  in  aftronomy  by  the 
help  of  glaffes.  Be  this,  however,  as  it 
may,  there  is  a  concurrence  of  fo  many 
circumftances,  in  this  paffage,  applicable  to 
Ireland,  that  it  amounts  to  an  exa<a  de- 
fer ipt  ion. 
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fcription.  The  name  Erm,  the  fituation, 
the  fize  of  the  ifland,  the  Druids  with 
their  harps^  the  harp  facred  to  Apollo,  and 
at  this  very  day  the  enfign  armorial  of  the 
kingdom. 

But  it  is  not  necelTary  to  recur  to  dubious 
authorities  for  proof  that  the  Irifh  were, 
in  a  very  early  period,  addided  to  mufic. 
The  fad  is  fupported  by  the  moft  unex- 
ceptionable evidence  ^  a  Iketch  of  which  I 
cannot  refrain  from  giving  you,  though  I 
mufi  confefs  that  I  never  fo  much  as  learned 
the  gamut.  I  fhall  not  therefore  pretend 
to  write  as  a  mufician,  but  as  an  antiqua- 
rian ;  and  you  will  allow  me  to  be,  like 
fome  other  antiquarians,  very  fond  of  what 
I  do  not  underftand. 

We  have  already  feen  that  the  Druids, 
Bards,  Muficians^  &c.  of  Ireland  had  por- 
tions of  land  afligned  them  for  their  main- 
tenance. It  may  be  well  fuppofed  that 
the  muiicians  had  this  legal  eftabliihment, 
not  only  as  they  were  officers  of  the  court, 
but  as  they  were  minifters  in  the  public 
worfhip  of  the  Gods.  The  high  .honours 
and  emoluments,  attendant  on  this  art, 
muft  naturally  have  produced  emhience  in 

G  g^  m^ny 
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many  of  its  numerous  profeffors.  AccorA- 
ing^Ty,  Cambrenfis,  who  fcarcely  allows- 
the  Irilh  any  other  good  quality^  confefle* 
their  tranfcendancy  in  mufic.  He  (trains 
his  ftyle  to  fuch  a  pitch,  in  order  to  ex- 
prefs  tliis  peculiar  excellence,  that  it  is 
almofl  impoiTibte  ta  tranflajLe  him.  In 
muficis  foluniy  &c.  '*  I  can  only  praife 
their  excellence  in  inftrumental  mufic,  in 
which  they  are  fkilled  incomparaWy  above^ 
any  other  nation  I  have  feen. — ^Their  in- 
ilruments  are  the  harp,  the  pipe,  and  the 
timbreL"  Polydore  Virgil  holds  the  fame 
language,  Hiberni  funt  muficcB  peritiJjimL 
And  the  Welch  chronicles  affirm,  that 
*' Griffith  Ap-Conon,  King  of  North 
Wales,  being  of  Irifh  lineage  by  his  mo- 
ther, and  alfo  born  in  Ireland,  carried 
with  him  from  thence  divers  cunning  mu- 
ficians  into  Wales,  who  devifed  in  a  man- 
ner, all  the  inftrumental  mufic  ufed  there. 
Which  appears  as  well  by  the  books  writ- 
ten ill  the  fame,  as  alfo  by  the  names  of  the 
tunes  and  meafures  ufed  among  them  to 
this  day/' 

The   Cognofcentiy    I   think,    allow   that 
Ireland  is  a  fchool  of  mnfic.     Ellen-a-Roon 

has 
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has  always  been  efteemed  as  one  of  the  fined 
melodies  of  any  country;  Lan^oIee^niA  Kin^ 
du^Deelas  are  of  the  fame  caft.  Pafquali  ufed 
to  play  the  firft  of  thefe  with  variations ; 
which,  they  fay,  only  weakened  its  original 
force.  Though  nothing  can  be  more  lively 
than  their  common  jig  tunes,  their  fiiieft  airs 
are  of  a  plaintive  turn,  and  fuppofed  to 
have  been  thofe  fet  to  the  elegies  for  re- 
nowned warriors,  or  to  the  fighs  of  com- 
plaining lovers.  Of  the  latter  fort  are 
thofe  I  have  named,  as  is  evident  from 
the  titles*;  and  in  the  fame  line  is  that 
charming  melody,  Molly --a- Star  e.\  for  which 
Mr.  Ogle,  knight  of  the  (hire  for  the 
county  of  Wexford,  has  written  Ibme  beau- 
tiful flanzas. 

They  talk  of  a  wonderful  mafter  they 
had  of  late,  called  Carolan^  who,  like  Ho- 
mer, was  blind,  and  like  him,  went 
about  finging  and  playing  his  rhapfodies. 
His  poetry  was  in  Irifli,  and  not  much 
praifed,  but  his  mufic  is  celebrated.  From 
an  early  difappointment  in  love  he  is  laid 
to  have  attuned  his  harp  to   the   elegiac 

G  g  2  ftrain. 

♦  Kin  duDeelasy  the  Ufs  whh  the  raven  locks. 
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ftrairr.  1  have  heard  one  c^  thcfe  compo- 
iitioQs  played,  and  ta  me  the  foonds  werer 
as  etpreillve  of  ^ch  a  fitnatioti  of  inhfK], 
as  the  words  of  a  lovc^fick  elegy.  The 
hH)ory  of  one  of  his  fetnous  compofitions, 
called  *  Tiarna-Mayo, — which  was  ioiiie- 
what  in  the  dirge  fly k, — is  faid  to  be  this  r 
The  mttfician  had  offended  Lord  Mayo  by 
fome  witty  £arcafms,  of  which  he  is  re- 
ported to  have  been  very  Rberal,  and  was^ 
forbid  his  houfe-  After  fome  time  he 
prevailed  to^  be  heard,  and  he  fang  this 
paiinode  ia  concert  with  his  harp  at  din- 
ner;, witfc  which,  Orpheus-like,  he  la 
cliarmed  the  powers  of  refentment,  that 
he  was  prefently  reftored  to  his  Lordfhip'» 
favour.  I  have  heard  divers  others  of  his 
tunes  called  Planocties^  which  are  in  the 
convivial  flrain,  and  evidently  calculated 
to  infpire  good  humour,  and  heighten  the 
jollity  of  the  feftive  hour.  They  go  by 
the  names  of  thole  gentlemen,  for  whofe 
entertainments  they  were  compofed,  as 
Planxty-Connor,  Planxty-Johnflon,  Planx- 
ty-Jones,   See.    The  laft  of  thcfe  has  been? 

dignified 

*  Lord  May^. 
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J.  .  •  -  * 

\ 

dignified  by  better  words  than  tbofe  of  tbe 
Ba^d,  by  Mr.  Dawfbn,  late  Baron  of,  the 
Exchequer^  and  is  nowcalijsd  Bumper  Squire 
Jpnes. 

They  tell  me,  that  in  his  latter  xjays  he 
never  oonipofed  without  the  infpiration  of 
whii]kcy,  of  which  at  that  critical  Hour, 
he  always  took  care  to  have  a  ix>ttle  |>e6die 
hiiD« 

Ennius  ipfe  pater,  nimquam  ni(i  potus,  ad  arma 
Profiluit  dicenda 

His  ear  was  io  exi^ciifite,  and  his  memory 
io  tenacious,  that  he  has  been  known  to 
|Jay  off,  at  firft  hearing,  fome  of  the  ihoft 
difficult  pieces  of  Italian  mufic,  td  the  afto- 
aifbment  of  Geminiani. 

The  name  rf  Mr.  Poedcridge  ought  not 
to  be  loft  to  the  Jovers  of  harmony,  as  he 
h^  enriched  the  art  by  the  invention  of 
the  mujical  glebes ^  now  improved  into  the 
harmonica-^  an  inftrument,  if  not  of  the 
greateft  force,  yet  certainly  of  the  fwceteft 
tones  in  the  compafs  of  melody.  He  was 
born  to  a  goo4  eftate  in  the  county  of 
Monaghan;  but  more  attached  ta  mufic 

than 
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than  oecondmy,  he,  like  many  other  men 
of  genius,  outlived  the  poffeffion  of  it,  and 
was  bfefiged,  in  his  old  age,  to  make  out  a 
precarious  fubfiftence  by  the  exercife  of  his 
art :  he  loft  his  life  but  a  few  years  fince, 
in  an  accidental  fire  in  CornhilK 


From  Ivhat  has  been  now  obferved  rela- 
tive to  the  diftinguiftied  excellence  of  the 
Irifh  muficians,  particularly  in  ancient 
times,  compared  with  what  has  been 
proved,  in  former  letters,  that  Ireland  was 
the  old  Scotia,  it  will  not,  I  flatter  niyfelf, 
be  difficult  to  trace  the  origin  of  what  is 
now  <:alled,  and  juftly  enough,  the  Scots 
mufic.  .;  We  have  feen  that  there  is  proof 
pofitive,  from  their  own  chronicles,  that 
the  Welch  received  their  inftrumental  muiic 
from  Ireland,  let  us  now  fee  whether  there 
be  not  proof  prefumptivc,  the  ftroiigeft 
which  the  nature  of  the  thing  is  capable  of, 
that  the  Britifh  Scots  borrowed  their  mufic 
alfo  from  the  fame  quarter. 

It  is  in  vain  to  fay,  as  is  generally  faid, 
that  David  Rizzio  was  duthor  of  the  Scots 
mufic.  There  is  an  internal  evidence  a- 
gainft  fuch  a  fuppofifioh ;  the  wild  and 
paftbral  Angularity  of  the  Scots  melodies  is 

inconi-f 
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fncampatible  with  the  grave  and  learned 
compofitions  of  Italy,  And  there  is  an 
external  evidence  ftili  more  ftrong:  Rizzio 
was  Secretary,  not  M«fician,  to  the  Qpeen 
of  Scotland.  His  father  had  been  a  mufi- 
cian  by  profeffion,  but  we  do  not  find  that 
he  was  one  himfelf.  That  he  might,  how- 
ever, have  played,  improved,  and  coUeded 
the  Scots  airs,  is  very  probable ;  but  that 
a  young  diffipated  Italian, — bufied  in  the 
intrigues  of  a  court,  and  attendance  on  a 
Queen  fo  fair,  and  fo  condefcending  as 
Mary,-T— could  in  a  few  years  have  dilTemi- 
iiated  fuch  multifarious  compofitions 
through  a  nation,  which  defpifed  his  man- 
ners, and  hated  his  perfon,  is  utterly  incre- 
dible. 

Nor  can  this  invention  be  afcribed  to 
the  Abbey  of  Melrofs.  For  where  is  the 
likelihood  that  a  fet  of  cloiftered  monks 
fhould  either  invent  or  propagate  a  national 
mufic?  The  moft  that  could  be  expe^ed 
from  fuch  a  lazy  tribe  would  have  been 
^jubilate  on  the  nativity  of  their  founder, 
or  fome  aicetick  of  their  order.  For  what 
have  fuch  places  ever  produced,  but  meagre 
annals  of  the  church,  fuperftitious  lives  of 

fiditious 
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fiditious  faints,  or  fome  wretched  Latki 
rbimes  ?  Monafteries  have,  to  be  ftire,  been 
the  confcrvators  of  literature,  but  rarely  the 
inventors  of  any  thing  laudable* 

Nor  is  it  to  be  believed,  what  is  ftill  more 
credible,  that  James  the  Firft  of  Scotland 
was  the  author  of  the  Scots  tunes,  though 
Buchanan  does  fay,  ^^  that  he  excelled  in 
.mufic  more  than  became  a  King/'  and 
though  TafToni  relates  that  he  compofed  fa^ 
cred  hymns,  in  which  he  was  imitated  by  a 
prince  of  Venofa,  As  well  might  we  fup^ 
pofe,  that  his  defcendant,  James  the  Sixth, 
was  author  of  the  literature  of  England, 
becaufe  he  was  a  very  learned  clerk,  and 
wrote  the  Bafilikon  Doron. 

The  honour  then  of  inventing  the  Scots 
mufic  muft  be  given  to  this  country,  the 
antient  Scotia^  fo  renowned  for  mufic  in  old 
times ;  from  whence,  as  we  have  incontro* 
vertibly  proved,  the  prefent  Scotia  derived 
her  name,  her  extradion,  her  language, 
her  poetry,  &c.  J  haye  faid  incontroverti^ 
biy ;  but  what  will  pot  be  controvertedj  as 
well  as  advanced?  Mr.  Guthrie,  the  geo- 
grapher, amon§  other  excellencies  of  his 
native  country^  WP^ld  P^i'^^de  us  that  it 

was 
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was  of  old  famous  for  cookery,  for  this 
reafon,  that  minced  coUops  is  a  Scotch  di{h. 
The  learned  writer,  however,  rauft  have 
forgot  that  Macbeth  had  faid,  when  he 
fomid  that,  though  Banquo  was  murdered, 
Fleance  was  (till  alive,  and  fled. 

We  hzvt  fcotched  the  fnake,  not  killed  him. 

The  v/ord  fcotch  is,  to  this  day,  in  univerfal 
ufe  in  Ireland  for  that  operation  of  mincing 
or  bruifing  their  flax,  whereby  they  ieparate 
the  pith  from  the  flalk ;  and  for  which,  I  am 
told,  they  have  fcotcbing  mills.  We  may, 
therefore,  venture  to  reftore  that  lavoury 
difli  oifcotch'd  collops  to  Old  England,  and 
the  Scots  tunes,  as  well  as  the  ibngs  of 
Offian,  to  Old  Ireland.  But  farewell !  I 
hope  ftill  to  eat  my  Chriftmas  pye  with 
you,  &c. 


LETTER    XLV. 


Dublin. 


TN  a  former  letter  I  have  hinted,  that  I 
^  fhortened  my  tour  wcftward  on  purpoie 
%o  hear  the  debates  in  Parliament.    But, 

this 
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this  being  a  very  quiet  fefCon,  I  have  had 
very  little  to  fay  upon  that  fubjedi.  In  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  bufinefs,  there  are  but 
few  queftions  debated  in  this  aflembly,  of 
fufEcient  importance  to  dignify  eloquence. 
It  is  not  enough,  that  fpeakers  have  fluency 
of  fpeech,  precifion  of  intelled,  and  fer- 
tility of  imagination  ;  they  muft  alfo  have 
an  argument,  in  Ibme  degree,  commenfu- 
rate  to  their  abilities.  The  extent  of  the 
•fubjeft  is  apt  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the 
ipeaker,  and  even  ftretch  them  beyond 
their  natural  limits.  On  the  contrary,  a 
narrow  fubjed,  though  capable  of  orna- 
ment, refutes  grandeur,  and  without  fub- 
limity^ /peaking  is  not  oratory.  Twopence 
a  gallon,  more  or  lefs,  upon  ale  or  fpirits, 
can  neither  awaken  ardour,  nor  roufe  at- 
tention. The  charter  of  a  corporation  is 
of  more  moment,  yet  a  debate  upon  it  can 
only  animate  thofe  who  are  interefted. 
Whereas  a  great  national  queftion  will  call 
forth  all  the  energies  of  the  fpeaker,  and 
agitate  every  feeling  of  the  hearer. 

I  have  frequently  attended  the  houfe,  and 
had  but  once  an  opportunity  of  hearing  any 
great  exertions.  This  was  upon  the  affair 
of  fupply,  which  naturally  brought  on  the 

queftion 
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queftion  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  nation. 
And  it  was  amazing,  how  differently  that 
ftate  was  rcprefcnted  by  the  different  par- 
ties. On  one  fide  of  the  houfe,  it  was  held 
forth  as  the  moft  flourifhing  of  any  country 
under  heaven,  and  that  nothing  was  want- 
ing to  make  the  people  the  moft  happy  in 
the  univerfe,  but  a  contented  refignation 
to  the  prefent  meafures  of  adminiftration. 
On  the  other  fide,  you  might  have  heard 
it  reprefented  as  the  moft  injured  nation  on 
the  earth,  defpifed  as  an  alien,  infulted  by 
penfions,  oppreffed  by  taxes,  and  fettered 
in  commerce.  So  feelingly  did  Mr.  Ogle 
paint  the  miferies  of  the  common  people, 
that  their  cries  almoft  tingled  in  my  ears. 

Mr.  Flood  fpoke,  for  the  firft  time,  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  queftion ;  but  he 
confined  himfelf  to  calculation,  and  affeded 
rather  to  demonftrate  than  perfuade.  But 
there  was  no  fpark  of  that  flame  remaining, 
wherewith  he  is  faid  to  have  fet  the  galle- 
ries in  a  blaze,  whenever  he  fpoke  j  and 
when  he  was  fo  mighty  a  favourite,  that 
they  preferred  him  to  their  Burkes,  and 
their  Barres.  It  would,  to  be  fure,  have 
been  extremely  embarrafllng  for  him,  to 
have  played  the  orator  in  behalf  of  mea- 
fures. 


46o  A  PHILOSOPHICAL  SURVEY 

fores,  which,  for  a  feries  of  years,  be  had 
employed  every  art  of  rbetorip  to  ftamp 
with  infamy. 

Mr.  H.  H n  has  a  mellifluous  voice, 

and  pleaiing  elocution.  His  exordium  gave 
mie  hopes  of  great  matters,  but  his  oratory 
is  of  that  wordy,  oftentations  kind,  which 
mull  fometimes  difappoint  your  expci^tati-^ 
ous.  He  is  here  called  Prancer  *,  from 
fome  fimilitude  they  find  in  him  to  a  hor& 
in  the  manege,  curvetting  at  the  height  of 
his  mettle,  without  making  any  progrefs 
forward. 

Mr.  Scott,  the  folicitor-general^  is  the 
moft  powerful  among  the  fupporters  of  go- 
vernment. He  docs  not  afFed  making 
long  fpeeches,  though  one  of  the  ableft 
advocates  of  the  bar ;  for  declamation,  in 
favour  of  court  meafurds,  is  but  ill  heard 
in  any  country.  His  talent  lies  in  promp- 
titude of  reply,  in  dilution  of  objedions, 
and  in  turning  the  arguments  of  his  adver- 
faries  againft  themfelves. 

Mr.  Huffey  Burgh  is  a  firft-rate  ipeaker 
in  the  oppofition,  his  expreffion  is  clear,  his 

language 
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language  flowing,  his  adion  graceful,  ^nd 
his  iiianner  perfuafive.  Mr.  Yelvertoh  is 
vehement  and  forcible.  But  the  greateft 
pleafure  I  received,  was  from  a  very  youHg 
man,  a  Mr,  Daly,  whole  fentiments  were 
fuch  as  became  a  country  gentleman,  and 
whofe  manner  was  vaftly  engaging.  He 
was  clear,  he  was  manly,  be  was  copious. 
His  invedive  againft  the  Secretary  was  fo 
keen,  and  fo  pdgnant,  that  Detnofihenes, 
at  his  age,  would  not  have  been  alhamed  of 
it.  He  lifted  up  his  voice,  he'  feid,  in  be- 
half of  his  oppreffed  couillry,  Which'  he  had 
'juft  heard  reprefented  in  fuch  an  opulent 
condition.  I  who  had  fo  recently  feen  the 
fcenes  he  fo  patheticaly  bewailed,  cooW  not 
help  going  along  with  him  Jn  every  thing 
he  faid,  that  was  not  perlbnal.  Yet,  what 
was  advanced  by  the  friends  of  adminiftra- 
lion,  was  in  fome  degree  true ;  the  king- 
dom being  certainly,  upon  the  whole,  in  a 
progreffive  ftate  of  improvement.  What 
muft  it  then  have  been,  if  things  are  fo 
much  meiided  f 

Among  other  good  ftorics  of  a  late  mcm- 
l>cr,  Mr.  Harwood,  they  tell  you  a  reply  he 
made  to  a  fpeech  of  the  late  Dr.  Andrews^ 
a  very  eloquent  and  ingenious  man  ^  who 

had 
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had  been  at  fome  pains  to  colled  all,  that 
could  fpecioufly  be  faid^  in  favour  of  the 
opulent  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  its  export  of 
provifions  from  the  fouth,  of  linen  from 
the  north,  the  magnificence  of  the  capital, 
and  the  fumptuous  entertainments  every 
where  given,  &c.  &c.  The  old  barrifter 
is  reprefented  as  riling  up  flov^ly,  and  fiand^ 
ing  up  for  fome  time,  fhifting  his  cloak 
from  fhoulder  to  fhoulder,  without  arti- 
culating a  word  but— Mr.  Speaker ^'—2inA  at 
length  meafuring  out,  in  teigueijh  accents, 
a  laboured  panegyric  upon  his  honourable 
friend's  powers  of  fpeech.  He  congratulat- 
ed the  houfe  upon  fuch  a  fenator,  the  uni- 
verfity  upon  fuch  a  prefident,  and  the  king- 
dom upon  fuch  an  advocate,  who  had 
proved  it,  all  at  once,  to  be  fp  very  rich, 
from  being  of  late  fo  very  poor. — "  As  to 
myfelf,  fays  he,  it  would  be  the  utmoft 
ingratitude  if  1  did  not  return  the  gentle- 
man my  particular  thanks  for  the  pleafure 
he  made  me  feel  during  his  very  longy  yet 
very  Jhort  oration ;  for  he  perfuaded  mc 
that  every  halfpenny  in  my  pocket  was 
turned  into  a  guinea;  nor  am  I  convinced 
that  the  thing  may  not  be  fo  ftill ;  where- 
fore 
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fore  let  me  examine." — Then  pulling  ibm:e 
money  out  of  bis  pocket,  he  turned  rouixl 
.to  the  boufe,  and  concluded  with  thefe 
words  : — "  Ah !  no,  my  dear  friends,  I  find 
I  was  deceived,  for  the  halfpence  are  but 
halfpence  ftilL" 

'  There  is,  as  you  know,  a  volume  of  the^ 
fpeeches,  delivered  in  one  feflion  only,  col- 
le^ed  by  Sir  James  Caldwell  ^  which  cer- 
tainly does  credit  to  the  recollection  of  that 
ingenious  baronet ;  yet  they  do  not  allow 
here  that  it  refleds  any  honour  on  the  na- 
tion. For  they  fay  that  juftice  is  not  done 
to  any  of  the  fpeakers,  except  thofe  of  the 
middle  clafs  ;  the  third  clafs  being  made  to 
ipeak  too  well,  but  the  firft  not  well 
enough.  We,  however,  thought  that,  upon 
the  whole,  it  placed  Irifh  oratory  in  a  very 
favourable  point  of  view. 

It  is,  on  all  hands^  agreed  that  the  dig* 
nity  of  the  long  robe  has  always  been 
fupported  here  with  great  credit.  The  opi- 
nion of  the  Attorney-general  is  reckoned  al- 
moft  infallible ;  and  they  talk  of  old  Malone 
as  a  prodigy,  but  he  is  now  paft  feventy, 
and  feldom  fpeaks  in  the  houfc,  though 
his  powers  are  not  diminifhed  at  the  bar. 

The 
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The  firft-rate  lawyers  look  down  Upon  c 
feat  on  the  beneh.  A  feat  in  parUameiit 
is  a  fiifficient  paifport  to  a  puifiiy  Judges 
pkce ;  and  till  of  late,  all  the  chief  Judges 
were '£ngli(h  ;  how^  adminiflration  rewards 
parliamentary  fervices  with  thofe  offices* 
The  only  Englifti  judge^  at  prefcnt,  is  the 
lord  Chancellor,  and  he  gives  univerfal  fa« 
tisfa£tion.  Biifinefs  is  almoft  entirely  con*- 
dnded  by  Icmyers  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons j  and  in  the  houfe  of  Wds  very  little 
is  done;  but  merely  palling  of  bills. 

It  is  remarked,  that  whatever  ^ihion 
prevails  in  London,  is  generally  followed 
in  Dublin.  No  fooner  were  ytmr  medical 
wigs  laid  afide,  than  an  attempt  was  made 
to  do  the  like  here.  But  in  vain  \  the  fa- 
culty were  not  yet  ripe  enough  for  this  ca- 
fital  improvement  in  the  pradtice  of  phyfic. 
A  confultation  of  the  whole  college  was 
keld  upon  it,  and  it  was  carried  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  feniors,  rather  than  a  majo*- 
rity  of  the  fellows,  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
fcriptive  honours  of  the  head. 

Old  Malone  has  given  another  inftance 
of  the  dearnefs  of  his  head,  by  difencum- 

bering 
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bering  it  of  this  load  of  barbarifm.  And 
a  more  venerable  figure  my  eyes  never  be- 
held, than  this  great  lawyer  in  his  filver 
locks.  But  nobody  durft  follow  his  ex- 
ample, though  he  is  the  prince  of  his  pro- 
feffion.  The  Irifh  judges,  however,  do 
not  wear  fuch  immenfe  volumes  upon  the 
bread  as  thofe  of  England.  I  am  perfuaded 
that  fuch  tortuous  wreaths,  of  horfe  tails, 
and  goats  beards,  do  not  infpirc  that  reve- 
rence which  they  might  once  perhaps  have 
done  5  they  give  the  perfon  rather  a  bur- 
lefque  air,  and  take  off  from  that  venerable 
aiped  which  their  natural  locks  g^ve  to 
Coke  and  Verulam. 

But  let  me  not  wafte  my  paper,  and 
your  patience,  with  fuch  trivial  refledions 
which,  however  I  may  make  them,  I  only 
give  you  as  the  laft  ftrokes  of  that  fketch  I 
have  attempted  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Ire-  . 
land 5  which  -ftate  refledJs,  as  a  mirror, 
the  true  fpirit  of  its  political  conftitution. 
And  having  now  touched  upon  almoft  every 
fubjed  worthy  the  attention  of  an  Eng- 
^  lifhman,  it  is  full  time  that  we  clofe  our 
correfpondence,  which  has  been  protraded 
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to  an  uncommon  length ;  efpeciallj  as  the 
utilitas  juvandi  has  all  along  been  preferred 
to  the  gratia^  fiacendi. 

If  rejedJing  the  common /^ftme/ito/ aids, 
I  have  been  fometimes  dull,  and  oftosi  te« 
dJDus,  you  are  partly  to  blame,  for  you  tell 
me  I  hnye  made  you  iee  fome  things  in  a 
new  lights  and  eKprefe  a  wifti  that  I  had 
fard  more  even  upon  turf-lH^s.  Lxiudari  a 
lmdat0  viro  is,  you  i^iift  confcfsj  an  ani- 
mating confideratioit.  I  do  not  know  how 
I  may  have  communicated  my  ideas  rela- 
tive to  this  oountiyi,  but  I  know  they  ara 
very  different  from  what  they  were  when 
I  faw  you  laft ;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
in  England  we  know  lefs  of  Ireland,  than 
of  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  empire;* 
We  look  upon  it  as  a  fpot  over-iim  with 
lakes  and  bogs,  where  nothing  is  worth 
notice  but  a  Giant's-caufeway,  a  Killarney, 
a  Dargie,  or  a  Salmon-leap.  If  fuch  objeiSs 
had  fallen  in  my  way,  I  fliould  only  have 
confidered  them  as  not  unworthy  obferva- 
tion:  As  a  citiaen  of  the  world,  altiora 
peto.  I  look  upon  Ireland  as  one  of  the 
moft  important  political  obje<9s  which  aa 
Englifhman  can  behold,  who  at  once  wiflies 

the 
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the  aggrandifement  of  the  Britifh  empire, 
and  the  happinefs  of  human  nature  at  large. 
We  frequently  fquander  much  blood  and 
treafure  in  the  extenlion  of  territory,  while 
we  negled  to  improve,  to  the  beft  advan- 
tage, that  territory  we  poffefsj  as  indivi- 
duals purchafe  new  eflates,  without  taking 
care  to  cultivate  their  old  ones.  Farewell, 
my  dear  Watkinfon,  till  I  fee  youj  and 
again  farewell. 
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An  Account  offome  antique  Curiqfities  found 
in  ajtriall  Bog  near  Cullen. 

HORNS  large  enough  to  have  a  circle  of  about 
three  feet  diameter  defcribed  on  each  palm. 

1 73 1,  A  brazen  veffel  containing  two  gallons 
and  an  half,  which  had  four  legs,  a  broad  bump- 
ed bottom,  growing  narrow  to  the  neck,  and 
from  thence  wider  towards  the  brim,  and  weigh- 
ed nineteen  pounds. 

1732,  A  poor  woman,  taking  up  a  black 
flimy  fluff,  which  lies  very  deep,  to  dye  wooI> 
found  three  pieces  of  bright  metal  of  equal  fize, 
and  in  ,  (hape  of  heaters  ufed  for  fmoothing, 
which,  weighing  feven  pounds  and  an  half, 
(he  fold  as  brafs.  Same  year,  a  labourer  found 
a  piece  of  gold,  like  the  fruftum  of  a  fpheriod, 
lefs  than  half  a  fmall  egg,  which  weighed  three 
ounces  four  pennyweight  feven  grains. 

1738,  Seven  arrows  of  brafs,  about  five 
inches  long  each,  two  inches  of  which  formed  a 
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focket  of  tbree-fiaurths  of  an  inch  diameter,  in 
each  of  which  was  a  (haft  of  rotten  wood,  about 
nine  inches  long — from  the  focket  to  the  point 
they  were  two-edged  and  tapered ;  on  cither  fide 
was  a  beard,  one  inch  and  an  half  long  from 
the  point.— —Thirteen  fpears  of  the  fame  metal, 
ten  inches  long,  four  of  which  formed  a  focket 
of  about  one  inch  and  thr-ee-fourths  in  diame- 
ter,  at  the  entrance  of  the  handle  near  the 
focket  the  blades  were  broad,  but  gradually 
grew  acute  to  the  point ;  the  handles  of  each 
feemed  found  and  of  quartered  a(h,  about  fix 
feet,  but  on  taking  them  they  foon  moulder- 
ed away  ^  they  all  weighed  fix  pounds  and  an 
half. 

1739,  A  boy  found  a  circular  plate  of  beaten 
gold,  about  eight  inches  in  diameter,  lapped  up 
in  a  triangular  form,  wherein  were  inclofed  three 
ingots  of  gold,  weighing  about  a  pound. 

1742,  A  thin  plate  of  gold,  in  the  form  of 
an  ellipfis,  the  tranfverfe  diameter  about  two 
inches  and  a  quarter,  and  the  conjugate  lefs  than 
an  inch ;  weight  eighteen  pennyweight  fifteen 
grains. 

1744,  A  golden  cup  in  almoft  the  form  of  a 
wine  glafs,  the  handle  of  which  was  hollow, 
and  about  one  inch  and  an  half  long,  of  the 
thicknefs  of  a  goofe  quill  ;  it  was  chafed,  and 
contained  about  a  thimblefiiU;  the  bottom  was 
flat,    and    about    the   breadth    of  a    fix-pence, 

weight 


i 


APPENDIX.  471 

weight  twenty-one  pennyweight  twelve  grains. 
A  tube  of  four  inches  long,  and  as  thick  as  the 
ftem  of  a  tobaeco-pipe,  which  weighed  one  ounce 
feven  pennyweight  twenty  grains. 

1745,  A  quadrangular  veffel  of  bright  yel- 
low* metal,  each  fide  of  which  about  ten  inches 
long  at  the  brim,  and  from  the  brijn  to  the 
bottom  eight  inches ;  five  inches  from  lihe  brim 
was  entirely  flat,  the  remi^inder  was  femiglo- 
bular ;  on  either  fide  was  an  handle,  like  the  fc 
on  common  metal  pots.  This  the  poor  womaa 
who  found  it  fold  to  a  tinker  for  a  fhilling. 
N.  B.  The  common  Irijh^  at  this  day^  have  a 
vejfel^  not  unlike  this,  of  /olid  timber,  excavated, 
which  they  call  a  Mather ;  the  only  difference  is, 
that  the  mather  is  not  fo'  wide,  and  all  the  fides  ar^ 
flat,  and  the  mouth  isfomewhat  wider  than  the  bottom. 
In  a  cabbin  where  I  entered  with  Mr.  Baker,  they 
offered  m  cream  in  a  mather  to  drink. 

1748,  A  brafs  weapon,  two  feet  feven  inqhes 
long,  which  was  two-edged  from  the  hilt  to  the 
point.  Thefe  edge§  very  much  refembled  the 
fin  which  proceeds  out  of  both  fides  of  an  eel, 
from  the  navel  to  the  top  of  the  tail.  It  feemed 
to  have  been  caft  in  th&t  form  and  never  whetted. 
.  It  was  one  inch  and  three-fourths  broad  iie^r 
the  hilt,  from  which,  for  four  inches,  it  w^ 
diminiflied  to  an  inch  and  a  quarter.  From 
thence  to  the  middle  it  increafed  an  inch  and 
an  half;  and  fi:om  thence  it   grew  narrower  to 
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the  termination  in  an  acute  point.  The  blade 
was  near  half  an  inch  thick ;  the  part  taken  for 
the  hilt  was  about  five  inches,  near  an  inch 
broad  in  the  middle,  but  lefs  toward  the  blade 
and  the  pommel ;  in  .it  were  fix  rivets,  each 
of  which  was  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch 
long,  and  on  one  of  them  hung  a  thin  piece 
of  gold,  which  weighed  twelve  pennyweight 
nine  grains. 

1747,  A  girl  found  a  thin  plate  of  gold 
rolled  up,  which  extended,  was  fourteen  inches 

long,  and  about  a  quarter  broad ^another  of 

the  fame  kind,  in  a  fod  of  turf,  as  (he  made 
the  fire. 

1749,  A  plate  of  gold,  round,  and  ten  inches 
in  diameter.  There  was  a  gold  wire  inlaid 
round  the  rim,  and  about  three  inches  towards 
the  centre  there  was  gold  twift  fowed  in  and 
out,  and  by  it  another  plate  of  four  inches  dia- 
meter was  fattened  within for  the  larger  had 

a  hole  in  the  middle  wherein  the  leffer  was 
concentrically  fitted.  Three  tubes  like  goofe 
quills  fplit  open. 

1750,  A  fmall  plate  of  gold,  in  the  form  of 
an  equilateral  triangle,  of  one  inch  and  three- 
fourths  each  fide.  The  finder  fold  it  to  a 
pedlar  without  weighing  for   2I.    12  s. And 
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his  wife  found,  the  fame  year,  in  a  fod  of  turf^ 
a  piece  of  gold  which  weighed  eleven  penny- 
weight fixteen  grains — a  ring  like  a  ring^lial, 
one  ounce  three  pennyweight  twelve  grains. 

1 75 1,  Such  another  weapon  as  that  found 
in  1748,  on  the  rivets  of  which  was  a  plate  of 
gold  which  covered  one  fide  ;  ^t  the  end  of 
which  was  a  thing  like  the  pommel  of  a  finall 
fword,  with  three  links  of  a  chain  hanging  out 
of  it :  all  the  gold  together  weighed  three  ounces 
three  pennyweight  eleven  grains. 

A  plate  of  gold  five  inches  broad  at  one  end, 
and  four  on  the  other,  and  almoft  fix  long,  beau- 
tifully chafed  and  engraved.  The  goldfmith,  to 
whom  it  was  fold,  faid  he  fuppofed  it  to  have 
been  part  of  a  crown.  It  weighed  one  ounce 
twenty  pennyweight  fixteen  grains. 

A  piece  of  hollow  gold  in  form  of  the  mucro 
of  a  fcabbard  of  a  fmall  fword,  which  weighed 
one  ounce  twenty-three  pennyweight  feventeen 
grains. 

A  weapon  of  the  fame  form  of  that  defcribed 
in  1748,  but  that  the  metal  of  this  was  more 
refined.  A  goldfmith  upon  trial  found  there 
was  gold  in  it.  Clofe  to  the  hilt  on  the  thick 
part  was  engraved  an  oblong  fquare,  about  one 
inch  and  an  half  long,  inlaid  with  pewter  and 
copper. 

A  fmaU 
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A  finall  hollow  cylindrical  piece  oi  brais,  two 
indies  and  an  half  long,  and  about  three-fourths 
o(  an  inch  diameter,  open  at  one  end ;  Ae 
other  end  rcfembled  a  finder ^  ufed  by  coopers 
in  cleaving  twigs. 

A  gold  veffel  in  the  form  of  our  chalice,  but 
with  a  handle  naturally  curved.  The  cup  wa^ 
cracked  and  bulged,  but  opened  to  its  full 
capacity  would  contain  almoft  a  pint.  The 
bottom  was  not  found.  The  cap  and  handle 
were  chafed  and  engraved,  and  weighed  ten 
ounces  twelve  pennyweight  twenty-three  grains. 

Two  thin  leaves  ef  gold,  folded  in  each 
other  like  the  hats  of  babies,  each  about  three 
inches  in  diameter  ;  the  crown  of  one  of  them 
was  in  the  fwrn  of  a  cone  and  fmooth.  John 
Damer,  Efq;  of  Shronehill,  gave  for  them 
their  weight  in  coin,  viz.  ohe  guinea  and  an 
half. 

A  piece  of  gold  almoft  in  form  of  a  large 
fcoUop-fhcU.  Mr.  Damer  gave  for  this  alfo 
its  weight  in  coin,  viz.  fourteen  guineas  and  an 
half 

Two  peces  of  gold,  one  like  a  man's  thumb 
and  hollow,  the  other  an  oblong  fquare,  about 
three  inches  long  and  one  broad,  both  weighed 
three  ounces  nine  penny-weight  twenty-one 
grains,  and  about  two  grains  of  gold   wire.     A 

lump 
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lump  of  coarfe  brafs  of  about  a  pound  weight, 
wUch  Teemed  to  have  remained  in  the  ladle 
after  calling.  A  piece  of  gold  two  inches 
long,  as  thick  as  a  child's  finger,  and  that 
feemed  to  have  been  cut  off  a  larger  piece, 
on  the  edge  of  an  anvil ;  it  weighed  one  ounce 
feven  grains. 

Something  in  the  form  of  a  bow,  about  fix 
inches  long,  of  black  heavy  wood,  but  gritty- 
like  a  ftone :  on  either  end  was  a  thin  plate  of 
gold  which  entirely  covered  about  half  an  inch 
of  it,  through  which  paffed  a  finall  fcrew  which  - 
fattened  the  plate,  and  from  which  appended 
a  little  gold  chain.  The  plates  and  chain  were 
(without  being  weighed)  fold  for  two  gmneas. 
The  wood  is  in  the  poffeffion  of  Mr.  Damer. 

1753,  Twenty-two  of  the  brafs  fwords,  pret- 
ty much  as  before  defcribed,  fome  of  which 
were  an  inch  more,  and  fome  fo  much  lefs  thap 
two  feet — and  three  only  fourteen  inches. 
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Fig.  I.  Plate  facing  laft  page,  reprefents  a 
very  extraordinary  piece  of  plated  gold,  which 
.  Thomas  Forefyth,  Efq;  (hewed  me :  it  was 
found  by  his  fervant,  cutting  turf  in  a  bog  in 
the  county  of  Tyrone.  The  crefcent,  if  com- 
pleted, would  form  a  circle  of  about  eight 
inches  and  a  half  diameter  ;—»the  diftance  be- 
tween the  horn  or  extremities  of  the  crefcent  is 
two  inches;— the  diameter  of  the  hollow  five 
inches  •,— the  greateft  breadth  of  the  plate,  three 

inches; at  the  end  of  the   horns  were  two 

plates,  cutting  the  other  at  right  angles,  each 
of  which  was  larger  than  a  fix  pence,  but  lefs 
than  a  (hilling.  What  ufe  it  had  been  applied 
to  I  pretend  not  to  determine,  but  conjedture 
it  to  have  been  a  fojrt  of  gorget  worn  either  by 
a  Prieft  or  a  Judge.  It  was  of  fo  elaftic  a  tem- 
per, that  though  the  horns  approached  (b  near 
each  other,  it  would  open  fo  as  to  receive  a 
neck  of  moderate  thickne(s. 

Keating  mentions  a  miraculous  collar^  called 
Jadh  Morain,  firft  worn  by  Fearaidach  Fionfach- 
tahj  fo  called  from  his  love  of  ftridl  juftice, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  firft  century.  This 
collar,  he  tells  us,  was  endowed  with  a  moft 
furprifing  property,  for  if  it  was  tied  about 
the  neck  of  an  unjuft  Judge,  who  intended 
to  pronounce  falfe  fentence,  it  would  imme- 
diately Jbrink,    and    contradl    itfelf   clofe  fo  as 

almoft 
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almoft'  to  flop  the  breath ;  but  if  the  Judge 
who  wore  it  changed  his  refolution,  and  r-efolved 
to  be  juft  in  his  decifion,  it  woqld  inftantly  en-^ 
large  itfelf,  and  hang  loofe  about  the  neck. 
This  Jadh  Morain  was  like  wife  ufed  to  try  the ' 
integrity  of  witneffes  in  judicial  affairs ;  and  if 
it  were  put  round  the  neck  of  a  perfon  who 
defigned  being  a  falfe  witnefs,  it  continued 
clofing,  till  it  had  either  throttled  him  or  extort- 
ed the  truth.  Such  is  the  account  of  the  won- 
derful collar^  given  by  the  father  of  Irifti  hifto- 
ry !  Whether  that  we  have  feen  is  one  of  them, 
I  leave  the  reader  to  judge. 

Fig.  2.  is  a  reprefentation  of  a  piece  of  gold 
.now  in  the  pofleflion  of  Sir  Capel  Molyneux. 
It  is  about  three  inches  diameter.  What  the  ufe 
of  it  was,  I  dare  not  fo  much  as  guefs.  It  has 
been  conjedtured,  yet  without  much  warrant 
even  from  the  Ihape,  that  it  had  been  ufed  as 
a  fibula  for  the  old  Irifh  mantle ;  but  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Archdall  fliewed  me.  cafts  in  lead  of  feve- 
ral  of  them,  which  had  been  in  the  pofleflion 
of  Dr.  Pocock,  Bilhop  of  Oflbry,  fome  of  which 
were  fo  fmall  that  the  little  cups  or  bell-like 
figures  at  the  ends  touched  each  other;  and  he 
had  fome  without  cups  at  all;  which  plainly 
proves  that  they  never  could  have  been  intends 
ed  *for  fibulas.  Mr.  Forefyth  told  mc  he  had 
leea  one,    found  in   his    neighbourhood,    above 

/  twice 
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twice  the  fize;  and  a  goklfinith  afiured  me  he 
had  melted  no  le(s  than  four  of  them^  fome  of 
.which  had  been  larger  and  fome  (mailer  than 
tMs  one;  and  that  he  had  heard  of  many  more 
being  fold,  by  the  perfons  who  found,  them,  to 
other  goldfiniths, 

I  muft  obferve  too,  that  Mr.  Archdall  (hew- 
ed me  a  drawing  of  a  plate  of  gold,  in  all  re- 
fpefts  Kke  that  reprefentcd  Fig.  i,  only  that  it 
had  not  the  two  little  tranfverfe  plates  at  the 
ends  of  the  horns. 


THE     END. 
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